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TO T. P. MUNBAB, EStt. 



TBOUOH a fltnmger to yoat diatJoguiBhed penoD, I feel 
sufficiently intimate with jou, through the medinm of your 
public career, to iodnlge the belief that you will pardon me the 
liberty I have taken in dedicating to you the following work. 

I count myself moat fbrtanate in the ucidental or predes- 
tined conjunction of onr "stars," far, in reality (aa you will 
see on pemsal) your name in conoeotion with the aacceeding 
volume ia singularly appropriate, from the fact, that notwitb- 
atanding the perfection to whioh the eoience of Natural History 
had arrived during the former half of the present century, to 
you alone belongs the immortal honor of having first verified 
the existence of that hitherto fabulous amalgamation of fish 
and flesh — the Mermaid. 

To that discoveiy, my dear Munrab, the following work 
owes its being, and I .take tbis oooaiion publicly to express my 
gratitude for the servioea you have rendered, not only to science 
and the world in general, but to your humble servant In 
particular. 

Aocept, then, the first fruits of one who appreciates your 
cbaraeter through all its phases of boy, man, zoologist, plough- 
mao, poulterer and showmaD, and that your stature may never 
be less, ia the ardent wish of the author, 

Fbxo. Fouo. 
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PREFACE. 

READER, ft mai with jon adde. • * 
Yea, I hkTc irritMD • book I 

"WlMtfu-T" Aod what for nKA ft book T 

Ylitj,ueimdarily, tot fame, mdmoHty, oteoant. That ia f<ir myoj^. 

Bntprmarily, to SU ap ft lusora spaoe, on the tooN of philautliropf ; 
lh»t is for j/oKrt^. To be sore, what do othen inita booki for, if not 
beofttiu the; vhA to do it. And wbj do the; wish t« do it, if not for 
independeDoe, (eomp«tenc« I mean,) and for the pablic good. And 
now to MTe ;on the bauble of aakiiig more qnettitms, alio* ue to 
■aj, jou nay liugh as much ae joa like, hot do not get aogered, or, 
to eipreae it a little more geateellygiTe play to yoor riiibili^M if yon 
Sod anj tliiDg to exeita them, bat stay yoor ire, for be Mwored we do 
not mean you in any ioitftiMe. Jnat " sttok ft pin here," and aa we 
hftTe met, ao may we continue, good fHenda. 

Aa to the Mleetjon of our anlfject, do doubt but you will oall it fitly 
ohoaeo. Ludlcy for the ftulhor, if, fortunately, you nan aay aa much 
of ita treatment. Here is a point. Stay a moment. Are yon opposed 
to worka of romaose T The eridenoe is at hand, to ahow that erery 
pag« embraeea more of truth than of fiction. Would, for the credit of 
homan natore, it were ahadow instead of anbatftoae. Facts, howerer, 
can be adduced mi the aul^eet matter before na which oast the moat 
romantio romance entirely into the shade. 

But are you graTe and an enemy to satire t Well, ao are we, except 
in certidn oasee. There is a time for erery thing, a auljject fbr erery 
Myle, and a atyle for erery sut^ect Would you discharge a aerenty- 
foor poo&der, loaded to the mnitle, to demolish a worm's nest I So, 
'Aftaneea ooeur when irony and bariesque an ftUke more ^p«dt«, and 
1* 
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•A PKEfACX. 

effMtiTB ia the ■coompIiBbment eren of good, thku Iks fonuidtble uraj 
of logio tnd saber ftrgoment. 

80 tlioDglit Job, the pioiu pfttri&roh, in answering his muerabkt 
COMfortera, uid Elisho, the prophet, when ho withstood the priests of 
BnsL Sedate reuoning ia the diatuit cumonMle whoM apent biJla 
roll hurmleMly throuEh the opeaiog nmks of fiuutiaUm, while merited 
ridicule is the hand to hand usault and on whose lightniBg-lihe shaita 
the hapless victims writhe in death agoo;. 

Or, in less fignratiie phrase, homilies for the thonghtfnl, restrunta 
for the headstrong, and a rod for the fool's back. 

So mnoh b; waj of apologj. A word tnitkn eiplaoator; and di- 
leotoiy, to prepare tbe wa; for the intelligent pn^resa of the reader. 

Some portions of the work maj be called imnatnraL Veil, that 
IDB7 be, bat not more so, we Tentore to affinn, than the aotoal dOTOl- 
opmant of human nature in thoosande of cases. Who has not sem 
indiTidnals act irery unnattiraif If tml; represented, therefore, th^ 
descriptione mast appear as nnnatnral a* themselTts. Would yon 
pruse an artist for painting a monster with comely proportions, to 
avoid the oharge of producing an nnnatoral picture of the human 
formt Ko matter how great the distortion or defomity, the true 
p^ta «iU give a/nc timiie without flatter; and without fear. Bow- 
OTer the fastidious and those who tet tfienuelva reflteUd ma; aneer, the 
artist feels the satisfaction of knowing that he has made a fsitliful 
traosoript of his subject. 

But the genuine oritio will command the integrity and skill of the 
limner who dares to stamp truth on his canvas, regardless of eonse- 
quenees. And ahall the literary artist be less scrupulous ! Should 
we not be equally true (o the life, as possibls, in our delineatiaQB with 
the pen and the pencil ! 

There are anomalies in human conduct, as well as in the human 
form or the works of nature. This fkot, borne in mind, will ure us 
from the charge of incongrui^ in the eharacten hereafter introdused. 

I^ for instaiuw, it be thought that Mrs. Wilson betraya owbH ig- 
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nonaoe Mid JmIoiuj, at %nj time, wi haTe onl; to uf , that «qiul stn^ 
pidit; may oFten be foand In much loftier sUUions tbtm a Tillage board' 
iag-hoase. 

So, if Miu BoatoQ, now and theo exhibits a want of judgment or 
good Bmae, at Tahanoe with the oatire and eatablished nobility of her 
diaiscter, sBt it down, not to the author, bat the inflaeuce of error oa 
even the sonndeet and moat exalted minds. 

In the case of Badger, especially, is an inEtaace of a brun com- 
pletely addled by fanaticism. la short, whaterer may ^>pear as in- 
congruous or imnatDral in any of Ibe charaetera brought forward, it 
<Mily ahowH — the truth aa it ii — how far imposture, howeTBr absurd, 
can gain a footing, and what faaatioism does in making dupea and 
fools of otherwise Ter; sensible people. How many intelleoto, great 
and small, hare thus been thrown Inm their balance, to wander in the 
maiei of foil; or plunge into irabeellity, bSdelit; and isMUii^. Sad 
eyidence of this hare we in the mad-houiea tenanted, families made 
desolata and the Qod of Tmth impeached by the lealots of Spiritualism 
and Woman's Eights. 

Let the reader bear eonslantly in mind, that much of the book is in 
the form of prophetic rerelaUon, and hence the scenes are lud in the 
future, but tione the less truthfully on that account. We, indeed, write 
asahistorianrecordlngpast eTeat«,bntbowwe were transported so tkr 
In adfance of the present and enabled to note things aa those already 
come to pass, it is unneccssar; to rereal. We will Bimpi; bint, how- 
o?er, that possibly there may be such a tbic^ as a qiiritnal telegraph 
BO mneh quiebo' than time itself, that whoerer is pat in oonneotion 
with it,getstheknowledgeof current cTenta long before they transpire. 
But, bowerer mudi any one may doubt the prophetia portioDS of the fol- 
lowing TOlume, that, by no means, inTsiidatee the remainder, which ia 
a Teritable record of existing facts. 

And now ye critics of- jwtrician rsnk and authority ! Te Conscript 
Fathen of tha B«pnblio of Letters ! Be propittoua ] If the inesperi- 
«ne*d tikTelw ia the derious, doubtful path of authorship has shown 
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Uauelf U7 Uung of k bus nui, th«n ddgo to nod on hii Jnreiuls 
efftvt, Mid lead Urn up to tho atara. 

Ot, if yon find it iuezpcditnt to chesr Idm with tlia miuhine of yonr 
■mile, do not, I pttj j<ya, dcMend trom the height of joqt most sa- 
nu MKta to tread oa an nnfortnnate and itudgniflcMit moHa), an ob- 
■enn worker in thie lower "Epha«," ;et wboM wpirationa. If not his 
deeds, merit joor approTal, not jonr scorn nor jonr ire, much less 
jonr TudiottTenees, if. Indeed, snobpassions can dwell in 7onroele8tisl 
minds. Pardon the raslmeas of jonr sappticant, bat were ;e not once 
haUtants, mortal and obicnre, like oor hnmble self, in this netber 
region t Tliiiik, then, of whence je spmng, and keep bottled the gall 
•nd wormwood In which yonr red hat iron stiles are so often dipped. 

Were ye not taught b; jonr good mothers nsTer to be m nanghty 
as to rob bird's nests T 

Let the memor; of maternal ImtraetioQ lead 70a to desist fh>m 
deetroylng this, our UUtstj bantling, which neier did jon anj harm, 
and Derer can. 

0, je gods and goddesses I Jnpitar Staton, ^Killaa, Mlnema ud 



As to the Amatlcftl and spleuetia, the pi^uiUced or malioions Spirit- 
ualists and Woman's fiights clan, male and female, with their apolo- 
IJits, we hsTB no hops of propitiating them. They will, of course, 
poor ont the Tials of theirwrathapon the headof thennknownanthor. 
Th^ Tooabnlaiy will be eihaiuted in hard UTinga ag^nat aa, bnt it 
will onlj proTO the old adage tme, that a "woniided bird will flatter." 

So do jonr worst, ye ■<8trongmiiided"and7e " spirit rappers." We 
ftar you nob Tain will all your efforts be to destroy onr book. Written, 
•a it is, to expose to pnblic contempt tha two greatest hnmbngs of mod- 
em times, it will be read by all souible people, who are both disgusted 
with the foUiee and puned by the erils of Spiritnaliam and Woman's 

n^ts. 
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CHAPTER I. 

IXTBODUOTORI. 



¥E recollect on a certtun occasion, to have be&rd a cter^- 
maii give out from the pulpit a notioe sometbiDg u 
foUaws: " There viU be a meeting of the female ladies of th!i 
society, &c." — naming the time and place, but the object of 
the meetiog bae this moment escaped onr recollection. We 
remember, however, of being sorely pazzled, at the time, to com- 
prehend his meaning; or to what order of bipeds a woman 
would belong who was not a^nto/e woman. Bat to those who 
may have the felicity of peruung the following delectable nar- 
TfttioQ, the nutter will be fully ezphuned. In fitct, many now 
living are destined to see such obaagee as the history of the 
post can DC where prodnoe. 

Among the least of these novelties, is a new classification of 
the fanman species. Hitherto the divisioD of the Geniu Soma 
has been simply into male and female, but not long hence will 
to seen a subdiviaion of the latter into nuuculiiu and /eminiM 
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10 Lucy Boston. 

women ; the former appellation attachiag esclusiveljr and dis- 
tinctiTBlj to those who don the bi-furcitted appeodages of the 
Bteroer sex, and lend the van !□ the ownward march of woman's 
rights. 

Woman's Riohtb. 

Kcitder, we are about to give a veritable history of this 
movemeat, in the coarse of which we ahall make disclosures of 
a character so extraordinary, and open to the world events so 
startling in their nature that we fvar credulity itself will almost 
doubt the authenticity of the Gimple narrative of facts which 
we are abont to relate. 

But in this, our exordium, we wish distinctly to avow our 
admiration of the sex in general, and of female women in par- 
ticular ; also that ve are not bo fool-hardy as to undertake a 
crusade against any of their long established rights. That they 
have ever worn the breeches in a figurative seuse, and indirect- 
ly controlled the stronger sex, from Eve downward, as abeo- 
lately as Napoleon his legions, no one in his sober senses will 
for a moment deny, and any attempt to reverse or modify this 
time established order would be no less futile than Don Quix- 
ote's eDCOQQter with the wind-mills, or the efforts of Mrs. I^r- 
tingtOD to sweep back the tide of the ocean with her mop. 
The Atlantic was indeed aroused, and so wan Mrs. Partington ; 
bnt the contest was unequal, and after a gallant resist- 
ance, Mrs. Partington, like other great souls under adverse 
circumstances, was obliged to succumb as all would be 
who should deny or seek to subvert the supremacy of wo- 
man's will. 

As to the matter of the work before us we disclaim aU n- 
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FOLLIIS OP THE XIXtH GkHTOBI. 11 

spODubility. We do not discaaa &nj abstract principle of right 
or vrong uDce all argnmeat on the Bubject, pro or eon., would 
be & work of sapererogadon. It is simply a record of historio 
facts, bat differing from history in genertil in the following 
important pttrlicolar. It is not a recital of past events gleaned 
from mosty docnmenia, donbtfol records, and still more nncer- 
tain mditious, but a history of the future as aathentio and 
true as if drawn from that primal home of truth itself, " the 
bottom of a well." In fact, we have learned beyond a shadow 
of a doubt, that before the close of the present century the 
Bolf-Btyled " lords of creation" will not only actually and liter- 
ally be (Sfu eitilollet, hot regarded the weaker vessel and treated 
Bs such by their fair enslaver. 

But, says the skeptical reader, how is this mighty revolution 
to be effected? Not by suddeo outbreak of warlike demon- 
Btration. Man was never thoroughly conqnered by th« broom- 
B^ck. He may be subdued for the time and lie, like nnhappy 
Poland, at the feet of his relentless subjugator ; but, like 
Poland, will he seize every favorable opportunity for revolt. 
Hb sulMnission is secured only by constant and nntiring vigi- 
lance. For the most part woman's anger, like the convulsions 
of nature, is terrific, but doee not endure. The storm-cloud 
may gather, break and discbai^ itself, till every valley becomes 
a tninlature Bea; ia an hour it has passed away and the golden 
BDolight flashes on hill and plain which look all the more 
bright and glorious for the storm that has swept over them. 
The showers of April are quickly followed by the sunshine of 
May. So with woman. Her paroxysms of wrath are soon 
succeeded by the smiles of love and the kisses of peace. 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



12 LdotBobtoh. 

Against op«D ittaok ve txa defend onrseWea. Womui is 
powerful bnt in ber own sphere. 'TU not wben she assumes 
the "port of Mara," bnt wben she pats on "the angel to do 
oeive " that we have ongbb to feftr. And here, says tbe sapient 
reader to himself, here lies tbe danger. When woman "stoops 
to conquer" when she brings into plaj her smiles and her Uan 
with her thousand ooqnettish arts, in short wben she 



then it is that losing our independence, we suffer ourselves to 
be bound as with fetters of steel. Yet impotent as we are 
under the enchantments of the sex, a want of preconcerted and 
united action on their part has thus far left us free. Let them 
ODce realii« their power, let them combine ss well as "stoop to 
conquer," and we may well drend the result. 

Mark that tiny streamlet as it wends its way down the 
monntain slope. It issues from gUtl«riag dew drops brushed 
by the breath of spring from leaf and flower. Whispeiing its 
nothings to the summer breeie and coquetting with the flow- 
erets that fringe its banks, it goes dandog to the Eoand of ita 
own liquid music and laughing to soom the obstacles which 
obstmct its progress. Joined snocessively by sister streamlets, 
anon, the aggregate swells into tbe majeatio river, rolling on- 
ward to the ocean whose yielding bnt resistless folds cnoirclo 
the world. So with woman. She will lure us with syren 
song, she will strew with garlands her oonqueriDg path, and 
wreathe our chuns with fairy favora till submissive, cringing 
slaves, wo lie at her feet, then Sampson like, are we delivered 
into the buds of the Philistines. 
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FoLLixs or THE XIXth Gxnturt. 18 

Host lo^nl re>der,jonr reaaoniog is ingenions tnd to human 
foresight ia alike plausible and coacloaiTe, but it is of the 
" earth, earthy." Woman's wiles, iroman'a smiles and woman's 
hlaadifihmenta will have their influence on the neat revolation 
nith which the future is pregnant, but theee alone would never 
give itbirth. Another power differing essentially from otdinar; 
human instrumentality and unencumbered with the dross of ma- 
terialism, is exerting its potent but invisible agency in behalf 
of the down-trodden and enslsved peltkoaioerafy of the Empire 
State. 

This agency more supernatural in its origin — more miracn- 
loos in its developments than any thing tiie world has witnessed 
sinoa the magic transactions in the castle of Udolpho or the en- 
counters of pious Cotton Itlatber with the witches of Salem, is yet 
in mere embryo, bnt in forthcoming maturity is desdned to revolu- 
tionise the worid, fbnning a new meridian in the calendar of time, 
and casting a halo of glofy around the close of the nineteenth 
century, compared with which, the boasted human inventions of 
the age, will be but as farthing rush-lights beside the crater of 
Vesuvius, or the pattering of rain drops, to the roar of Niagara. 

We allnde to Spiritualism, the talisman under which woman, 
casting her banner to the hreeie vrill bear it onward from vio- 
Mry to victory, till it floats proudly in the noontide blase of 
political power and then . But we moat not anticipate. 

Produce your authority says the incredulous reader, for these 
wonderful revelations or how are we to jodge of their veracity. 
Were we writing of the past, your demand would be reasonable, 
and if refused an answer, the credibility of the nanative might 
well be doubted. But the work before us, from its very m^ 
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14 IiuoY Boston. 

taro, must neoesBuily rest od the ip»e dixit of the writer, with 
the ample asuraDce that time will eventually stamp it with 
the seal of tntthfulneH. It will natnr&Hj be uked m what 
mMiner we came ia pagsessioa of the wonderfol facta about to 
ha disclosed, or how we alone are made the favored organ io 
giving them to the world. We have already intimated that 
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CHAPTER II. 

"ThM mgbt > cluOd iiil(ht norteftud 

IT soemed almost tbe nigbt of doom. The vinda howled 
aroaod, and through every crevice came porteatons whis- 
periogs. Xjightniiigi blazed. The thunder in qniok, cncking, 
croahing strokes made heavea and earth tremble, then rolled 
away *'laud, deep, and lang." 

Amasiah Badger had retired to rest But how oonld « 
sinful morttJ Ble«p when the Btorm-god was wroth and seemed 
about to shiTer every thing to atoms. Earth, air and sky, 
mingled together, portended some dire catastrophe. 

Such a nigbt was calcnlated to indaoe gloomy forebodings 
and people superstitions fancy with spectres and ghosts. 

Amasiah had been aconstomed to regard snch a aceoe in no 
other Kgbt tbui simply as an unpleasant one, nay, he had often 
rallied the timorooa who oonld not enjoy a thander storm. 

Though not given to superstition, a strange feeling came 
over him. Why, he ooold not tell. He was in good health 
and cheerful mood. However, unwilling to incur the reputa- 
tion of yielding to womanish fears, he resolutely sought to 
quiet himself upon his conch. 
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In the third stor; of & stately mansion, when, it is not im- 
portant to Rtate. An iatrodnoUon to his room will be sufficient 
for the reader to comprehend and lealise the gloom (tf that 
awfol nigbt, a dismalnesa vhoee intensi^ onr half terrified 
friend would have somewhat relieved by lighting his ezljn- 
gnished taper, had not the continnous sheets of electricity 
rendered arUficial light both useless and oheerleos. But to the 
iDom. 

It was moderately large, ceiling lugh, with two windows lott- 
ing to the street. The furniture of ordinary Btjle, bed, ward- 
robe, oentre-table, waah-atand, half a doaen chain, (including 
a comlbrtable armed rocker), stove, settee, mirror, a small case 
of misoellaneons books, et cetra. On the stand was neatly 
placed, bowl, pitcher and napkin for his morning ablntioi). 

Thus itwill be seen, that for a bachelor (&r such he was and 
enjoying his forty-sixth summer), Amasiah was oomfbrtably 
provided with the artielet of life, less man's "better half." 

For two long hours Badger vainly essayed to oompose himself 
to sleep. Sad and dismal sensationa oppressed him. Never 
before bad he so realised the estate of bis lonelineas in the 
world. Longing for some one with whom to oommunioate, he 
was led for the moment to envy those of his kind who were 
blessed with conjugal partners of their joys aud sorrows, espe- 
cially amid the terror and tortnres of a nootamal,(not matri- 
monial,)thnnder storm. ' 

The moment that thought was indulged, he was startled by ft 
noise in his room. But what oonld be the cause f Ndtber 
eat nor dc^ shared his bachelor's quarters. The door he knew 
was bolted, and the elevation of his aptrtmont waf aeoority 
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^iost eztenal intrnden. A flash of lightniDg ^MOTSred to 
him s cbur inoTed from its KCdutomed place. He oonld not 
be mistaken, for baehelora yon know are leiwwned fer the de- 
vdopment of the ^tUmalic oi^an. Thein is the ntuTenul, 
good old motto, "> place for every thing and every thing in 
iU place." Another explonon of electricity, iUnminating his 
chamber with more than the bri^tnesi of a hnndred gaa-bur^ 
Dcrs, confinned him in the certainty that the chair had been 
moved, and that its removal had oocadoned the noise. Bat by 
what power, viaible or inviaible F It oonld not be a Spiritnal- 
Bapper. He was a rabid akeptio on that score. Was it not 
some robber or aaaasaio issniiig from his eoncealment to dispatch 
hia victim f Amaiiah had wronged no one, and hie known 
antipathy to filthy Incre was indemnity agunst the aaaanlts of 
avarice. Had not the chambermaid, either in a fit of somnam- 
hulism or to play off some game of innocent oonspinoy, with 
her duplicate key, gained entrance unobserved, amid the rattling- 
.oonfnaon of thunder and tempest? This last, is the moat 
probable oonclnsion thoaght he, at which thtmglu, instantly the 
chairs oommeueed promenading across the room and with thdr 
legs upward, ranged themselves in a row against his bed^ride. 
We say ranged theuuelvei, for though the hghtqing gave a 
view as clear as noon-day, tbere was no visible agency in the 
mysterious movement. Badger sprang to a sitting posture. 
Hia hair stood ereoL The cold sweat gathered in drops on his 
face. His knees smote together and his eyeballs seemed 
starting from their sockets. To escape was impracticable, far 
he was barricaded. He tried to scream " murder I help 1" bat 
his voice stack &8t in his throat Statne like he sat, the per- 
2* 
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■oniflMtion of ghostly fear. At length rcgaioing his Tolnotarj 
powers tnd Btiikiog his band with Tiolence upon his forehead, 
he colleoled his wits about him, to deternune whether indeed 
tin thia was reality or not. GoiiBoions of his own identity and 
the soundness of hia senses, it was clearly no empty vision. 

It is hard to say what the effect upon him would have been, 
whether a giving up of the ghost on the spot, or confirmed 
insanity, hat fortnoately, as often happens, despair begat cour- 
age and oonrage banished fear. 

His shattered thoughts and senses measarably restored, he 
resolTed to know the bottom of this husinesa. Accordingly 
hia first effort was to leap out of bed and strike a light, but his 
ranscalar powers were suspended. Gould it be, that he was a 
victira of the horrible catatepty f The bare thought how ap- 
palling I Shroud, eoflSn, weeping friends, Aineral train and 
yawning grave, all rose visibly before him. Darkness gathered 
on his eyelids. Already, he fancied himself lowered to his final 
reeting-plaoe, and heard and felt the olods felling heavily, with 
their sepalobnl sound upon his breast. horror of horrors I 
Buried alive 1 Was such his fete 1 This was indeed living 
death 1 Every fibre withtu him thrilled with agony. Already 
a sense o£ suffocation oppressed him, a nnmbness was creeping 
over his extremities, and when he would have expired — mar- 
TcUous in the extoeme — the organ of vitality performed its 
func^on with more than ordinary vigor, for he distinctly felt 
and heard it palpitate. After all, thought he, is not this mere 
imi^nation and neuralgic exdtement f Consciousness assured 
him of his mental and physioal Bonndnesa, and yet the onao- 
oouDtable spell petrified and Iiehl him fut. 
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Again hu alarm returned. Skeptic as he had been in rela- 
tion to Spiritnalbm, the conviotion forced itself opon him, that 
bo was surrounded by invitible agents, for snrel; do mere 
eartblj cause could produce such phenomena. He could so 
longer doabt, It was a Spiritual Mani/atation. But the 
character of these ghostly visitors? Was it good or bad, 
Griendly or nofriendlj f And their object 7 Was it a mission 
of beneTolence, or bad the; come " to torment him before the 
timef" 

Spirits ! ghosts ! What feelings a sense of their presence 
and their power produces. Hov it seems to lift the curtain 
between both worlds, causing sinfiil flesh instinctive!; to 
shrink back from an unseen, untried eternity. 

All he had ever thought, or said, or done, passed in instan* 
taneons review before him. Whether or not bis state of mind 
bringing him into sympathy or magnetic affinity with the 
mysterious agency, dissolved the spell that bound him, it is 
difficult to say, hut tortured with suspense, tmd with mental 
powers wrought np to the highest pii«h of intensity, suddenly 
his tongue was lonsed and be cried, 

"What meaneth thisf What terrible judgment b upon 
me 1 Tell me ye invisible powers, tell me." 

Bat there came do response. 

Have I wronged any of my fellow men 7 If so, tell me, that 
I may repent and make restitntion. 

No answer. 

The tempest witbont still raged, while awful silence reigned 
within. Again in agony of sonl he cried, 

" Ye powers, mortal or immortal, good or evil, reveal to me 
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this mysterjr. Wherefore is it and what duth it portend f 

Bot the powers deigned do reply. 

" Whom and in vhat have I offended ?" continued he. 
"Surely, nothing save transgression could bring upon hapless 
mortal such a visitation. Inform me if I have trespassed on 
the rights of any haman being." 

Instantly the chairs sprang to their legs again. The stove 
began to rattle and the table galloping around the room, sud- 
denly ascended and adhered to the ceiling. 

"I have then offended. Is it man?" said Badger. 

No response. 

" Is it ieoman f" And bis tongne tingled be he spoke. In a 
twinUiog bis wardrofte rushed from its retreatj hats, boots, 
waistcoslSj pantaloons, and dickeys flying furionsty in all di- 
rections. Himself, the picture of fright, he found, in a preca- 
rioua equilibrium, astride the foot-board, while bedstead, chairs, 
settee, tongs, stools, and every thing about him, that had legs, 
fell to rearing and kicking as if posscBsed. All was hurly-burly, 
except the wash-stand, which stood unmoved, like a quiet 
spectator of the scene, a circumstance the shrewd reader, will 
presently comprehend. 

A sudden plunge of his wooden horse, the rider hnrled 
through divers vertical revolutions, was safely anchored in « 
sitting posture on the stove, and into which posidon he settled 
with infinite composure. 

To an ordinary observer Amauah's apartment, in m state of 
chaotic disorder, was far from iuTiling, and his scat any thing 
but eoviable. But Spiritoalism looks through other than mor- 
bd eyes, and hence to him, all was order symmetiy and beanty. 



i:,Googk' 



FotLiKs OS THK XIXth GlHTtrBT. 21 

OrdiD&rilj, the tranaition from a bed, even of straw, to ft 
oast iroa stool, would be considered somethiog of & hard ei- 
cbange, especial]; wbeo tired nature called for rest. But DOW 
to bim it was delicious as softest velvet. No easy cbair, with 
" cnsbioDs at the arm-boles" could be more grateful. He fain 
would have sal tbere the live-long night. True, be might have 
desired a change on the soore of taste, but not to increase th« 
sum of his perfect, yet anaocountable felicity. 

The storm had abated. The thunder died away >» distant 
muttering, the lightnings returned to their hiding-place. In 
the elydum of bis bliss, perohed upon the silkenj downy, sum- 
mit of the stove, the impression fastened itself upon him with 
irrenstible force that ho had witnessed a Spiritual Mani/eila- 
tion, and that in tmth, be was involnntarilj and nnoonscioiisly 
made a Medium. With self-possession equal to his former 
trepidation, he at once inquired, 

" Are tbere Spirits here f" 

Whereupon broke out such a rapping as would have awak- 
ened the "seTeo sleepers." The thumpings of a thousand 
coopers at work bad not made a greater clattering. Ghurs, 
settee, bedstead, tongs, poker, boot-jack — which bad ezhansted 
their enei^es, by over-exertion, and subsided into quiet for a 
breathing spell — again letting loose, played curious antics. 

The mirror turned its face to the wall, and the table alighting 
from the ceiling, danced a polka about the room. Amaziah's 
coat, of peaceful cut and tbe property of a peace man, was 
decorated with epanlettesy lace and sasb, — his hat with cockade 
and feather, while bis expansive, old fsshioned cloak assumed 
tbe cbaraoter of onr national banner, with "stars and Stripes" 
flaunting to tbe breeie. 
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Amid the din of rappioga and Uppiogs, Badger's ear dis- 
tincCly recc^ited the tune of " Yankee Doodle," and as the 
martial etnun ceased, he as plainly heard the nobe of a very 
large aager boring upward through the table, and aaw, or rather 
thought he saw, the chips fall upon the floor I * * * Presently 
the stove commcnoed a gentle rocking. The wash-bowl, filled 
to the brim, attached to nothing, hang bottom upward directly 
over Amaziah's bead, and yet — strange phenomena — the 
liquid oontents in perfect equilibrium, remained undischarged. 
A soothing, blissful charm rested upon and filled bis every 
Bensa. 

" The spirit of what man is here ?" inquired he. A sepul- 
chral, angry tone between a groan and a growl, almost stopped 
his breath with terror, and agun his strength departing, he 
came near (ailing headlong. A striking anomaly, by the way, 
in Spiritualism, as we shall see, for according to the orthodox 
creed, when the Spirit called after, is not present, there can be 
no response — phunly an error, as Badger can testify from 
actual experience. 

Amaziah, confounded, bewildered and hardly Itnowing what 
he said, asked, 

" la the Spirit of any animal here?" 

Suddenly was there such a cacbliDg of bens, crowing of 
oocfcs, gabbling of geese, croaking of crows, booUng of owls 
and screaming of bniEards ; such a saarling of cats, barking 
of dogs, squealing of pigs, grun^ng of hogs, howling of wolves, 
chattering of monkeys, bellowing of bull-frogs and braying of 
donkeys, as out-bedlamed bedlam, and made night hideous with 
their grand obonu of discord. 

Puuled, horrified, stunned, out bachelor involuntarily waved 
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hiB hand for tbem to depart. 'Twaa like & magia waod. AH 
was eilenoe again. His composure returned. 

A moment's calm reflection assured bim that it conid b« 
none other than some propitious Spirit present, but how to »p- 
' proacb it, was the qaestion. At length yielding to the modon 
of an inward impulse, he cried with the voice of entreat;, 

" Kind and gentle Spirit, whose presence fills me with d«> 
light, &7or thy serrant with a Manifestation, and nveal 
thyself to him." 

One mild solitarf rap on the stove, vibrated in his ear, thrill- 
ing every nerve with ecslacy, like the silvery flow of richest 
mnrio The water still sospended above him, now gently glided 
down his person. 0, such a baptism I It wss like bdng 
perfumed with the oil of celestial rosea ! He felt as if bathing 
in the ocean and basking in the snnbeams of bliss t 

Presently, a voice or the Manifestation of a voice, in ao- 
eeots of enchanting swectDess, said or seemed to say, 

"IJstthoul On i(«ina<i conc«DtTst« tby tboDghts, 
On wronged, disftvnchiBed woiTuin ,■ and as n* 
Id this, thou dost obej, bo will I th«« 
Glad tidings bear on morrow's twilight bto. 
The Tsil, that's o'er the nitnre cast, I'll draw 
Imparting unto thee propbetio sight 
The mandate mark — on loomanfii fAy thought. 
To-morrow night, as now, we meet again — 
Till then, thy lips and secret heart, I scan. 
I am no phantom — heed me well — good night," 

As the vmce died away on his ear, Badger found himself 
■nag in bed agun, his room at the same tiiue swoming its cns- 
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tomuy appeanDoe. The impression left upon hie mind, bj 
the oocnmnoes of the last hoar, wu like that of a TiTid dream. 
Within and withoat all was quiet save tiie measured tick of 
the dock. 

The queen of heaten imiled on him lliroiigh the casement, 
and the stars twinkled with tbMr brightest lustre, like diamonds 
in the bine mantlo of night. Nature herself, aa if with ex- 
hanated eneigies, seemed lulled torepoee, and feeling the genial 
inflnenoe stealing over blm, Amaziali sank into the embrace 
of profoond sleep. 
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CHAPTER III. 



LIKE old Bachelora in general, Amaiioh was an ioveterete 
Btiobler for bU full quBntum of sya tem&tic, anmolested sleep, 
not onlj OD account of the luxury of "sDOOEing," but reli- 
^Oiuly holdiog it to be iodbpengable in fitting one for tho active 
duties of the day. His dormitory waa his tanetvm lanctorwai. 
It was downright sacrilege for any mortal to intrude npon him 
while paying his nightly dcTotions at the ahrine of the sleepy 
god. Wbeneyer by anyfbrtnitybe did happen to be curtailed 
of his OHual amount of rest, which very rarely occurred, it was 
■aid to make him "out of torti" for a fortnight afterwards. 

However this may be, it was not so in the present instance. 
On the contrary he arose even earlier than nsnal, refreshed, 
invigorated, with step elastic, and spirits buoyant. Having 
arranged his toilet with even more than his customary circum- 
spection, midway his descent to the breakfast-room, he met 
the chambermaid,— a native of "good ould Ireland," — and 
an extreme specimen of her cbss. 

Were it reqnired of us to describe her person in the moat 
oompiehenrive terms, we should say, she was in height about 
** fbnr feet two," and her rotundity eqnal to her altitude. Tb« 
3 26 
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oontour of the piotare ie Buffioiently indicative of the "fiUiog 
up." Such, we say, waa her portrait drawn in fidelity of ontUne, 
and as it had heretofore appeared to Amaziah. But not bo 

DOW. 

In fonn, fe&tare, and ezpression ehe wag changed into a 
being of augelic mould. Motionless, for the instant, he gazed 
with rapture, beholding grace in every motion and " heaven in 
her eye." Never before, had he seemingly looked upon any 
earthly object so lovely. 

" Qood morning, Oatbarine," sud Badger, and with arms 
extended in tlie ecslacy of hia admiration, he was saluting her 
with extravagant compliments extorted by her beauty, in At* 
eye, when a voice from below in emphatic and to him sweet 
accents, saluted his ears ; 

"What, sir, insulting my chambermaid 7 No genlkman 
will tahc such liberties with a servant, £xp1ain yourself if 
you ploase, sir." 

" I vras swspiag in th — the hall, ma'm, and the blarney of a 
fellow was cooming down stairs, ma'm, and looked right at me 
with bis eyes, he — he did ma'm, and was pokin fun at me, he was, 
and I niver eed a bit of a woord to him, and he kipt ooomiog 
raght at me, he did ma'm, and I was jiat a gooing to give the 
oogly cratber a poke on the pate with vat, broom-stake, I was 
ma'm," exclaimed Kate in a spirit of "high dudgeon." 

"By this time the landlady — her black eyes flashing indig- 
nation — bad ascended to the landing, where Badger atood 
listening to Uie impassioned nsmtive of Catharine, wbodb 
" rich Irish brogue," bad so fired with tender passion his inmost 
M«l. 
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" You will find yon aaotlier boarding pl&oe, air. I will hand 
you your bill at dinner," snid Mrs. Wilson, and started down 
staira.— Badger immediately following. 

" An if ye iver apake to me agin with yer blarney, by me 
sow), a divil a bit of hur is it I'll lave in yer bead, I will," 
cried Kate in a boisterona trad threatening tone, and yet all this 
excited within Badger oaught but the most pleasing emotions. 
Never before bad he enjoyed female society. Not that he was 
a woman hater. Far from It. But like many of his olaas, 
having seen but little of the world, especially in the mingling 
of the sexes, which added to his natural "dmidity" be had 
always shrank from the gase of the softer sex, as from the glare 
of a serpent. But how changed 1 A new era in his existence 
now dawned upon him. His eyes and ears were opened for the 
first time, to see and bear those feminine charms, to which be- 
fore he bad always been both blind and deaf. This change 
wrought upon him was indeed sudden and mysterious, but to 
him none the leas real. 

Badger was seating himself at the breakfast-table when the 
waller made her appearanoe. How surpasungly beautiful she 
looked 1 True, her " skin a sable oolor," was of purely Ethe- 
opian dye, but U> bia optics there was no di&rence between 
ebony and akhaater in female charms, unless it be that the 
former exhibited a somewhat richer tinge than the latter. 

" Good morning, Dinah, dear," said Badger, unable to re- 
preaa the ardor of his feelings — "what a stormy night we've 
had. Gould you sleep amid anch lightning and thunder T How 
old are you, Dinah 1 Is your father living 7 How many wsters 
bare you, Dinah t Did you ever have a husband, Dinah t If 
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I were you, Dinah, I wonldnever mar" — . At that infltant Mra. 
WilsoD entering the door arrested his attentioa. Some would 
have said she was in aiage, yet not bo did he behold her. There 
vae fire is bet eye, but it was the flame that barns while it does 
not consume; a curl on ber lip, but it was the "line of beauty;" 
a kind of spiteful, steam-like rapidity in ber looomotian, but 
it was the perfection of grace. At least so it appeared to him. 

" Has he eat bis breakfast, Dinah," sud sbe sweeping round 
towards the bead of the table where Badger sat 

No misses, he talk so fas, me couldn't ask de gemmen what 
he hab, no how." 

" How fresh you are looking this morning," said Amatiah 
to his hostess, at the same tjmo advancing towards ber with 
bands onlstretched for a friendly greeting, bis labial mnacles, 
of their own accord, assuming the atlJtnde for whistling, or 
tomeiking eUe. 

" Husband 1 husband I" cried she with hysteria shriek, 
though it was mnsio in Badger's ear. 

" Lor bress me, maasal"— vodferated Dinah, meeting Wil* 
■on at the entrance, and throwing up her hands in affright, 
"hegwineto obmit wiolenoe and sassinate missus. Quick, 
massa Wilson, quick, 'fore he dui de dra'fnl deed." 

"Mercy I husband I Save me fkim the dreadful creature. 
He's drunk or crazy. He insulted Kate, in the ball, talked 
love to Dinah, and then pitched straight at me. Nobody's 
safe with him in the house." 

" Tes, massa, missus tell de lihin trufa. Dars nun oh us 
dat ii'nt spoeed eb'ry minute. Dat am most ser'ona taa." 

" Pshaw I Dinah, you and yoor mistress ore terrible skit- 
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tish. Friend Badger only wanted to hear himself talk and 
have a little fan, that's all. He woald'ut harm a kitten. An 
old bach — hard on to fifty and never kissed a girl in his life, 
rU vaget a cocktail. Bah I He's as hanuless as a turtle dove. 
Glad if be has at last got pluck enongh to speak toa woman. I 
think be onght to be encouraged, for his own sake and the wo- 
men's too. He'll make some one a model of a husband yet. 
Won't you my good fellow?" at the same lime giving him a 
familiar, playful slap on the shoulder. 

" I hope he won't court Kate and Dinah all at once," said 
Mrs. Wilson, and she swept out of the room. 

" Lor a mighty, lie don't come round dis wench, nohow, now 
I tell yon dat ar," said Dinah, and away she thuffied in a hnff. 

"Come Badger," said the landlord, " swallow your breakfast 
and take a turn with me to market, and we'll have one of the 
dinners to-day," in the mean time loading bis plate. " There, 
make yourself at home, while I go to the kitchen and see 
what's wanted. I always coDsnlt Dinah in making up the 
colinary programme." 

" Hold on, I'll go too," said Badger, rising from his chair. 

" No no, it's all well enough," replied Wilson, "my spouse 
was a little nervous this morning, don't mind it, and its not 
worth while to ajx^ogite to a 'darkee.' Yon see Badger, yott 
have never studied the science of woman. Yon hav'nt been 
initiated. Bnt you'll nnderstand it when you've been 'blowed 
vp,' as ofVen as I have. Ton see these jit* are a part of the 
fbmale constitution — a kind of chronic, periodical neuralgic 
spasm, and when they oome on, the only way is to keep still 
and let 'em have 'em oat. Sit down and finish your meaL 
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Toa will only make tb« matter worse id trying to meod it. 
These fits are onrious things — and dangerons too, if not rightly 
treated. The only care is, kindly to kt them alone. Ita al- 
ways safest to let 'em pass off tbe nataml way. I can fetch 
my wife toOj easy enough. A. new bonnet or a new dress will 
take the temper ont of any woman, for a while — at least nntil 
tbey are made and wom once. Ton see, Badg., I'm a real 
doctor. I can treat these feminine infirmities 'like a book,' — 
bread-pills and sogar-plnms are the best calomel and blood-let- 
ting for these ' fits' that woman ' is heir to,' as Shakspeare 
says, hft-ha-ba. Do yoa underatandF Now Badg., harkl — 
take my advice, keep away from the women. Never eren turn 
your thojiglut on the tex, until you h/>ee firmly reiolved A> 
marry. 

. "Lecture firit, by Prof Wilson, 'D. F,,' doctor of fil$, 
admittance twenly-fivo cents — bachelors half price," said our 
host with a hearty laagh, and made his exit leaving Badger 
behind him. 

Although entirely misapprehended, he decided to adopt the 
counsel just given bim and let thiaga rest as tbey were, tnut- 
ing less in himself than in his landlord, whom be held in the 
highest estimation, ts well for tbe qoalt^es of his head as bis 
heart. 

To be sure Wilson was'not ikvored witb a liberal education, 
neither was he covered with the starch and polish of /aekionahle 
politeness. He did not know at what precise moment of the 
day or night, the bosom of fashionable nobility would, at a 
maUer of eoune, magnanimously open its portals for the recep- 
tion of viaitOTs, neither that be must say "adieu" to his 
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" DEAft friend" after btviag sat precisdj so many minutes 
by the dial, Dotwithsbmiliiig it broke snddenly off, an intereatiiig 
conversation — nor that his gloves must be of a particular hue, 
on particular days of the year, and at particular hours of the 
morning and evening, and that thej must not be worn a second 
time, though not in the least soiled. Neither could he reaVy 
feet himself inspired with a deep and abiding atlaobment by 
the inspection of a little piece of polished paste-board, banded 
to his semnt by some gentleman's eoacbman, however hand- 
somely the name might be engraved upon it. In short, be was 
not mach versed in, much less governed by the Calendar of 
Fashion, in which is marked the "times and the seasons," 
with nice exactness of year, month, day, boor, minute, and 
even seoond,as a directory to guide the simple and govern the 
wise in the process of walking, riding, bowing, speaking, call- 
ing, smiling, and loving, with all the details of form, size, color 
texture, posture, and wear of apparel and equipage. 

Wilson was in all respects exactly the reverse of this fashion- 
able stamp, open, frank, generous — a noble specimen of demo- 
cratic biimanity. However fastidious Fashion might draw his 
portrait, he was nevertheless in heart and soul a genlleman. 
Satisfied that Wilson was his friend, and intended all for the 
best, and whose advice being not altogether inoonsistenl with 
the instmotions of the previous night, Badger concluded lo 
repose confidence in bim. 

" What a magnificent momiiigl Snch cool, pure, bracing 
air. What a luxury to breathe it," said the landlord, as they 
sallied forth on thdr exonraioD. 

" Y-e-s," replied Badger with indiSerenoe. 
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"I sball nevee forget laat night," oontinued Wilson. Wliat 
tightaing ! The &tmoBphei« seemed oil on fire. And how the 
thunder ripped and tore, aa if ever; thing wis coming to pieces. 
I almost began to Uiink that Millerism was trne and the end 
of the world had come. But I belisTe all is right side up this 
morning. How is it in the third stoijF All straightf" 

" Y-e-B, b-e-l-i-e-7-e so." 

" What the devil ails jon, old bo; 7 Yon weie chitk aa a 
lark before we started, and now amelanoholj "y-e-a"— "y-e-s," 
is all that can be got of yon. I waa going to introdooe yon to 
one of the handsomest old nuuds in the State, with the hope of 
getting np a match, bnt I'd sooner present her a box of idolea, 
tban a bean clear down in the dumps." 

" Where does she live," ejaonlated Badger, instantly electri- 
fied. How far is it? When shall we get there ff' he repeated 
with the utmost impatience. 

" I've hit yon at last, my good fellow," sud Wilson laugh- 
ingly. "Her domicile stands a short jannt from the suburbs. 
Shall I escort you out there to-night F 

Badger made no reply. 

" Come, what do you say f Shall I show you op F If you 
would get a wife, you must approach in the right way and 
-play your game shrewdly. Blow a welding heat and strike 
when the iron is hot — that is, watch your chance and take her 
when she's in the humor. Shall we go?" 

" Not to-day," said Badger, I'm engaged. But is'nt there 
some one close by, I can see note? 

" Yon are in a devil of a hurry all at once," said he. Wak- 
ing op to a sense of the subject, are you 1" 
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The; vere puaing through the priDd|Al street, end at tlut 
hour in the monuDg when merohante, artisans, aod others make 
the ciutomary ont-door dUpla; of their vaiioDS wares. Just 
before theDi,a milliner and mantua-maker'stfTn (in the sbapeof 
a woman, familiar to the reader), of &oldesB proportions and 
clad in richest eaetnme, was advancing by the aid of a ckrk, 
to her position near the door, for the pnrpose of enticing the 
simple and nnwarj ones out o/ f%e teay, leading tfaem to enter 
one of those " institutions," where so many women ffraduaUf 
and ooma tortii toothed with beauty, to daule and oapliTata 
mankind with their acquired charms. 

The moment Badger's eye canght the Tolnptnons form of 
the feminine sign— was it monomania, or imagination, or beoama 
he was a "woman's rights" Medinm, or wbatf — bissoolwas 
instantaneously inflamed wiUt the "tender pasuon," and bis 
senses taken captive by a delirium of bliss. 

" There she is, there she is," cried the ardent lover, springing 
forward to meet her, and, thrasting aside the lad who seemed 
to be laying violent hands upon her, the Gguie, jostled &om 
its balance, fell hesdk>ng to the side-walk. 

" Dearest madam," exclaimed he, bending over the prostrate 
image, how glad I am to see yon. Are pn hurt T Let me 
help you np." 

Bat she made no reply, and taking it that ulenoe gpve con- 
sent, qnickly clasping her about the irust — heavens, what a 
sensation ! — with no great effort he reatored her to her feet 
again, not only gratified with his exploit of gallantry, but as- 
tonished that she was so light. 

" IKd it injnie yon,deMWt madam," oontinned he with 
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uxie^. " Where vonld you like to go f Haj I be ao li^ppy 
u to see yon homef — Ton know me don't jouf" Earnestly 
and affeoljonately be repeated bis questions, but eould obtain 
no answer. 

While thus paying hia unfortunate addresses to the dear 
thing, suddenly rushed out the nistress of the establishment, 
and sualching the sweet idol from bis embrace, exclaimed, 

" Yon scoundrel ! What are yon doing? Toa'U pay for 
this, sir," end drew her rescued prise within doora. 

*' certainly, oerlainly, send for the dootw — make haste— 
quiok, ni foot the bill," said * mniali following hard aAer the 
object of his adoration. 

Thinking she bad bat swooned, he seized a bucket ot water, 
aooidentally slaading near, and in the heat and hurry of bis 
ezoitement, dashed the contents into her &ce I 

" That'll fetch her too, if she's only &int«d," cried he. "But , 
ain't she hurt, that she can't speak f Let me feel of her pulse 
and look into her eyes," continued the lover searching for her 
wrist and peering under her bonnet. 

The shop-girlB, to the number of half a doien, in feminine 
affright, screamed, jumped, and nn in rarious directions, over- 
turning stools and stands, and scattering and trailing lacea, 
silks and muslins over the floor. 

" He's drunk," cried one. 

" He's crasy," — another. 

" Mercy 1 0, dear ! murder !" screamed the rest. He's a 
vilhun and a vagabond vociferated the milliner, her lips pale 
and voice tremulons with anger, as she shook her withered fist 
and her black orbs flashed fire through her spectacles, at him. 
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" Ten me yam D&me, ur," demanded alie. 

" Amuikh Badger," lie gravelj iDBwered. 

" I'll inatitote a tuit forthwith, air, and walk 70a before a 
magistrate, /will teach yon to lay jonr hands od the propertj 
of a defenselcBS woman, in a manner yoa'Il remember. I give 
yon timely Dodoe of that, air." 

"Owait,don'tbetoobst,"saidhe, "and if she doesn't come 
too pretty soon, instead of walking to the magistrates, I'll juit 
send for the Parson. I'd rather, a great deal, have a Prie*t 
than a Juttice, — hadn't yon, my dear Miss Milliner?" 

" What do you mean, sir, by such language 7" 

" I mean, if this dear idol here, shonld'nt revive in the 
conrse of an hour, then I will take yonr dear self to be my 
lawful, wedded wife." 

" Yon impudent rascal I I won't be so insnited. It's enough 
to have my goods destroyed. Sir, pay me for that drese, and 
shawl, and bonnet," demanded she, pointing to the sign whieh 
stood encircled and supported by the arms of the addled 
amoroso. 

"I say, pay me for that dress, and bonnet, and shawl." 

" What 1" said he, " has she got your clothes on T How 
beautiful they are ! She borrowed tbem on purpose to see me 
with, didn't she ? how much she did adore her Amaiiah t 
And now the dear creature is speechless, and can't say a word. 
heavens I And she is tttf too I Only see ! jnu can't bend 
' her a bit I dear she will never meet me again — never ihink 
of me again — never tpeak to me again." And dropping his 
head upon her shoulder, be bnrst into tears, while with loud 
wailing and lamentation he pressed the l\feleu form to his 
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bowm. " She ain't dead neither, for onl; see I how she trwests ! 
miracle ! miracle I" he ejaculated, ezultiog and laughiog 
aloud through hia teara. 

"Sweats! miracle! joufool!" exclaimed Wilson, vhoBileatl]^ 
vaiUog, had abundantly enjoyed the Boene. " What the dcTil 
are yon about here f Hugging a voman of $trau and eoUon, 
and can't tell perspiration on a hnmao face from cold water on 
a block I" 

" W-h-a-t V aaid Badger with a broad stare. " Well, that's 
news anyhow, that women are made of such stuff as straw and 
cotton, and wear their bonnets on a block 1" 

" O that's not the case with 'em all," aud Wilson. "Just 
come with me, and I will show you one who will make gou 
' sweat,' old fellow, and that wilhont a ' miracle,' too." Then 
turning to tbe milliner who had retreated towards the back 
part of the room, evidently concluding that Badger was a Inna- 
tio escaped from the ujlum, he stud to her, 

" I'll see this all made right, Mrs. Jones," and taking Badger 
by the ann, drew him to the door, amid a crowd of men and 
boys, attracted thither by the scene, and who probably would 
have " bustled him oat," had it not been for the protection of 
his friend Wilson, who was a sort of acknowledged prince 
among the people. As it was, they passed without being the 
least molested. The only noticeable demonstration, was a i>ly 
chuckling and elbowing, with the interchange of certain sig- 
niGcant looks at Badger's expense, although there was discor- . 
erable something also which seemed to say, " that's a rich joke 
on old mnid Jones." The reluctance of oorat-firat-sightlover, 
to leave the object of hia adoration, though for the moment 
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DnjTkjlding was overcome by the rcTelaUoD and promiM made 
bj Wilson; yet aa the; proceeded, Amaiiah {ailing iato an ab- 
stracted mood could not help repeating to himself, 

" Straw and cotton — St-r-a-vi — a-n-d — e-o-t-t-o-n. I always 
Uionght they were all real fiesh and blood. But I can tell now, 
when I see, a bona fidt, flesh and blood woman,-*/ tA« 

"Come Badg.,what the deuce ailsyouf Yon've soliloquised 
long enough. Now shorlen that long phii of yours and talk 
with me awhile. Shall we take a turn out of town this aflen 
noon and call on that pretty little spinster 7 What say yon, 
my boy r 

"Does Bherateaff" 

"Yes, she's one of the genuine sort." 

" And does she wear her bonnet on a Uock V 

" Brains enough for yon old fellow — a real head brim full 
of 'em." 

The introdnction of this topic aroused our absent-minded 
bachelor again, and promenading arm in arm up and down 
divere streets, they at length reached the market, whither 
Fame, swifl-footed as usual, having preceded them, and a group 
being assembled with Athenian curiosity, a lengthy discussion 
ensued relative to (he love scene and various other questions. 

The day bad so far advanced that a man's shadow did not 
indicate his height. Badger's breakfast having been almost a 
"fast" and the excitement of his adventure naturally produ- 
dng ezhaostion, he began to have a realizing sense that his 
landlord's promised dinner would be exceedingly palatable. 

like a oonple of lads, sent of an errand, and at last aware of 
4 
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their tardioess in playing by the way, they macle til speed 
homeward. 

Asceodiog to hia room, Amasiali found upon his table mvo- 
ral letters from esteemed friends. The seals were soarcely 
broken when dinner was annonnced. 

Sensible of & more " aching void" in his natural than social 
stomach, the call was promptly obeyed, and having demonstra* 
ted hia full appreciation of the good things of Providence, and 
Dinah's kitchenary skill, he returned lo devoar and digest the 
oontents of his epistles. 

A feeling akin to ennui, gradually oppressing him, he kept 
his room with closed doors, his thoughts, meanwhile, alternat- 
ing between the scenes of the morning and his engagement 
with the mysterious visitor for the approaching evening. 

EloDgadng himself upon the settee, in a sort of drowsy con- 
soiousness, hetvrizt reflection and anticipation, disappointment 
and hope, the boors rolled Uzily away. 

As night approached, anxiety aroused him, and he was wide 
awake. Curiosity and expectation were on tip-toe. Scarcely 
could he keep from forclog the clock forward, impelling the 
wheels of time to accelerate tbeir speed. At length gray twi- 
light came and with it he retired. 
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THE " King of D«j," in regal splendor, tm if wearied in liia 
joarne;, had snnlc to rest in bia oonoh of gold; whilo tha 
Qaeen of Night, in the abaenoe of her brd — assuming the 
ritf?U so generdljr claimed by ladies of fitsbbn vhen their 
Hear ( T ) husbands are away or snsgly in bed, good, kind louU 
— issned from her eastern chamber of the palace, amjed in 
robes of light, with cheek of bliuhivg beanty — that orowning 
charm of woman's charms — and with qtieenly gmce glided 
over the unre pavement in her evening promenade, and, a la 
htUe, attended by a boat of satellites, some oonspicnons by 
their brilliancy, others obscure if not lost in their inuguificance. 

The laborer bad oeaaed bia toil and sought repose. Terres- 
trial Nature, as if fatigned, seemed gently dropping into sleep 
to restore her exhanatod energ^. The hours adraneed and 
allwaaatill. 

Badger, awake and wakefiil, stretched npoa hk lon^b bed, 
(89) 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gIC 



40 LUGI BOSTOR. 

kwiited the >rrinl of bis myBtio and heretofbra raial 
HmUmL 

Ljing in a state of neirons iiiip«tieiice, not aniiko a eoper- 
stitioDS child peeping from under the ooTerlet, with every mus- 
cle set, t« sUal a glimpse of the murelloos Santa Clans, his 
anxiet; increased to a pitoh <^ iuleosit; absolotely punfnl. At 
length he fonnd relief. Punctual to appointment before bis as- 
tooiahed gase the stood, whom human language cannot describe, 
neither pencil draw, nor imagination the most Tivid portray. 

Badger had often met with ladles decked and bediuened 
with all that momty oonid obtain of the omamenU of a won- 
derfnll; ornamental age, bat there was sure to be some draw- 
back, some "ij in the oiotment," that displeased him; a 
wrinkled or wry faoe, an nnnatanl color and expresaioQ, some 
native w artificial d^ormity, a thing — whether or not thej 
ooald remedy — alirsys r^ulsire to his plain, onartificial 
feelingjs. 

But not so iA«, whom he now beheld, ahe— 



The leader naturally feels a curiosity to know something of 
bet exact appearance. That is impoBsible without actnal per- 
sonal obserration. But were we to attempt her description, we 
could only say, in meet genenl terms, that she was ndtber too 
large nor too small, aud of perfect form and featnre. In her 
ooDtonr were no iharp point*, nothing in the least d^ree an- 
gular or stiff, but every line throughout was the graoefol curve 
and Ti^vptnouB swell of beauty. Her eyee were rolling dia- 
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mondB, Imninoas irilli aparkling, yet mellow tight of euperior 
intelligeDce, penetrating the inmoBt soul of the behoMer with 
awe and Rdmintion. 

Her oomplexiOD, like living ulabaster kiased by the bresth of 
morn, was saflFused — not punted — as with the binah of nnea. 
Her teeth were comely lowa of wbiteat pearl. Her hui, the 
color of her eyes, riob and gloeay aa the raven's wing, and &U< 
ing in graceful, flowing curls about her person, swept the 
ground. In forming his first impresuon, as was his habit when 
meeting a stranger lady, he cast an inTolnntary glance at her 
/ea, but they were modestly concealed by the drapery of her 
eoatame, the exterior of which consisted of a simple, but ample 
robe of ethereal texture and lightness — uotrimmed wKb gimp, 
mffies or flouDces. Her ungloved fingers were not loaded with 
rings, nor her ears elongated with peodaots, nor her bosom set 
with mosaic. In short, she was destitute oijeweU, and though 
on this account in shocking bad taste, sccording to the modem 
code, yet in point of personal beauty she surpaseed, if possible, 
the fabled Venus herself. 

Motiopleas and dumb under the power of her enchantment, 
our bachelor was revolving in his mind whether what he saw 
was reality, an apparition, or a dream — when extending her 
arm, and pmnting at him with her finger, in a clear, command- 
ing tone of silvery smoothness and thrilling power, she ad- 
dressed him thus : 

"aiveear, Omaal believe and heed me wall ; 
Aa woman hater, prince and chitf, art thoa 
Stieoted from U17 rase, to hear from me 
W what is past, and thSngs of ooming time 
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Beretltd — and me, m thoa believ'at, so othan tli«« 

Thtm dlent hsar, *ad heuing nnderstuid. 

I un tb« Spirit of a Mermaid, not 

Th« M>Ied moDstOT, fiiUe and ingntc man 

Hath Hade me — bom, and following 1117 biitli, 

A habitant of Faoej'a ahtAirwj raalm, 

Bnt tabttanoe — inunattcial, j«i tabataiiM; 

An ontity no less, althongh from eju 

or grosa t«TTeeti4al SeuM conoMled haTS been, 

Beoaase of my etherUl es»eaoe pure, 

And deep disgust of loathsome man abborr'd. 

With Time's primerol morning I began, 

The first of haman kind b^;ot, and through 

Soooaeding ages of unnnmbered yean 

In ocean depths ha<re made my home, 

Sole mistregs, seated on m; coral throne, 

Unruled by tyrant man, by Mm nnharmed. 

The type and eamsBt of that great erent. 

The full emancipation of my sex. 

To be no more enslaTed and crushed by him 

Who Iklsely s^lea himself 'Cbbatiok'b Lobd.' 

A mer-^mn, for companionship to ma 

Was proffered ; bnt I apnnied the dang'rons g^ 

The nitore eril seeing, as I did, 

By the intuiti»e foreknowledge cleat 

Of my taperior nature. — Man himself 

I knew, full well I knew him, what his somtie ; 

His dispodtion what, and its results. 

I saw and felt, as portion cf myseli; 

Tha deatlDy of woman — enslaTed by Mm 

Whose nuBtress she was made to be — how she 

OrSuei' texture wronght, and higher mould. 

Would yet by stratagem and force be made 
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To own htraslf to be — what she vm not — 

The 'ireakar Tassel' — Tea, a Auii — ■ tUng! 

man, to me, inTimble and unknown, 

niiok not thjaelf to be, becaoBe mrsolf 

Dnssea b; thse, an in tbj booki writ down 

A tfqrfA, a risionarj genus, haUhed 

And nurtured in prolifio Fancy's braiu. 

A tkaptic art thou atill— like aU thj raM I 

Then, hark I is emptj ghost, or phantom Taio, 

In truth, endowed with sense, peroeption, thought T 

Whence then the pUinl; matufested pow'r 

Of yester its, the Toloe thou hearest now. 

And sense of actual things which 1 ovl t«Ut 

'Tis granted then, if I describe in speech. 

What real is, so I am real too. 

No easier proof I ask, for, prithee, mark! 

Have I not seen the sailor, tempest tossBd, 

Bide locdlj on the surging sea, and in 

The bee of angiy, howling tempest laagh T 

And on his haughty brow did I not read 

Inscribed, ' in nan alone such aonrage dwells I' 

H*Te I not seen, contending, hostile fleets 

Enwrapped with flame and smoke, their decks submerged 

In blood 1 in human blood 1 and shed for what! 

Te glut the hellish pride and hate of moo. 

H*Te I not seen the pirate, stealthy fiend. 

With heart of steel, his bvde of death porsuey 

And hear the helpless rictims of his (toll 

Attack rarfiring, ecnd np piteous cries, 

With sound dltoordant mixed of IMten hanh. 

And clanking chains, and oaok of bloody »hip, 

Biob music im.Hng in th' oppreasor'fl ears T 

And DD the Alfdne ware, uplifted high, 
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Hits I not bmh and bMrd emtifttUed bosta, 

Ekrih tr«mbItt)B 'nMtb tbe tread of tb<dr proad marcb. 

And ID their track Donght left bebind 

Bat desolation vast oT fire and aword ? 

To all of this hare I not witness been? 

And more, ad infiailtim more, wliereof, 

W«re tt tbe present aim of mj intent 

I oonld relate. Bnt well may this soSoe 

To prove I am no apparition t^, 

Of br^n diseased, nor fancy's idle dream ; 

But what I claim myself to be, as here 

I stand, in presence of tb; senses sane. 

For tally not my words tbns far with tnith T 

And how could I of things canTcrse, if not 

With them conTersantT Bat enoogb — 'tis plain 

That I am I, as tme, as thou art tbon. 

So here I rest my claim to thy regard. 

Thoa bast been always tanght and thos beliered. 

That 'Ood-like Man,' created first and best. 

On earth has eyer reigned supreme, and will 

Throughont all time — Uie nniTersal head. 

While Woman, formed of coarser clay, the JW 

Of all has been, and la to bs, because 

Tbe All-wise Maker of them both, deigned 

It thus — and nought his stem degree can ehanga. 

But canst thon, in thy reason, tell me when 

And where He ao ordained, or answer, why 

In Eden, haughty Adam selied the rdns 

Of power, and made bis trite, fkir Et*, a slaTe, 

And doomed her daughters, fair as she, to bow 

Beneath the yoke, submissiTe to the sons. 

Taught by their dre in his own stepa to walkt 

I toll thee from tha Spirit-Land, where all 
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That's bmeorlkUe, appean inli^t — Adau 
Unrptd donunion ; fooliah Etg obeyed, 
And llraa the conne of female Miritode 
BeguL Alul alut the bitterfruit 
And sad, of one oonoeaeioD, bliodlj made 
B; woman, ere her natiTe alnngth abe knev. 
Why, wty, sir, may not woman away tLe world t 
If thoD oanat tell me, speak, and I will hear, 
Or otherwiae forbear thy epeedi. — Tongne-Uedt 
Well may'at thou be, nor dare to Tindioata 
Thj rule, obtained and kept bj fraud and foroe. 
EuoQgh t Main object of my mianon here 
la not to TKUon, but to prophet;/; 
Unfolding to thy riaw the Spirit-World, 
And through the Medium of that higher iphare, 
To thee reveal what soon shall aam« to paat, 
And fix the coming deetiny of earth. 

When iplrita leave tlua world, female and male 
They mingle atill — but in their atate roTersed. 
Ther« mHnan holds the aoeptre, man obeys. 
She by her own inherent right, and h« 
By this one nniTeraal law on all 
Things stamped, ereate and nncreate, in earth 
And HeaTen — 'the greater shall the leas ooDtroL' 
And as he grows in Tirtoe, knowledge, Ioto, 
To higher rank and pnrer sphere ascends. 
Promoted by his queenly soTereiga. Thua 
ProgTMsing in the upward scale, till snoh 
A tneuore of perfection gained, as maket 
It meet, him we allow to Tint earth 
Again, but in his mia^D circumscribed 
By OS, in narrow range of liberty. 
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Aa m lijr him, an Spirita we became, 
(Id cntragad woman's name, not mine, I apeak,) 
And our own right of sapramB rule asnuned. 
Which, mark it, sir, we nereT will resiga, 
For well we know oni natiTC, ri^tfnl pow'r. 
And how to nae it we iutn learned as welL 
Now, bear thia prophcoy, and write it de^ 
Upon the tablet of th; memorjr. 

On «utb, ere th; remaining unds are ran. 
Shall man to his own proper level fall. 
And woman riBe, her place to take and rnle 
Aa ie has ruled, he Berring her henoeforUi, 
Aa hitherto ahe him, in alaTish t^ar 
And bondage bonud, in clitdnt he cannot break. 
And henoe ii doomsd to wear, though ohaftd and (all'd 
Beneath the iron dnking In hii fleali 
And eating to the Tei7 bone, and when 
Imploring ro;al woman, to restore 
The 'rights of man,' for answer this Tecelve, 
' Remember mmum'i mrongi ;' and if then due 
Thy oauia maintain, th; freedom to demand, 
With lip of scorn, or flatfring toogne that atlngs. 
Be ooollj told ' man'i meainat u hit pou'r.' 
Ineredulons T Nay, flatter not thyself, 
BecfHiee the proud usurper's dynasty 
Can boast a hoary age, therefore it can 
Defiance bid to change, and stand secure 
Against all hostile force til) time shall end. 
Thus might it be, were abject woman left 
In ignorance profound, the yoke to wear 
Cnconacions qoite of thiedom's prioeleai boon. 
But such, be thanks, is not her hapless lot — 
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From foTcigii wni««, bdiold, d«lit«rMio« oomM — 

Tbe i^wlDg dcgradKtioD of oar aez, 

Bcnckth opprvadon'i beet of Iron onuhBd, 

From ftge to Kga irith B^nrit cjbb tb Tieir'd, 

And with inurudng yean om ajuipaatiw 

lucTMMd, until with indlgnsdon til 

AbUn, on iiUerventi»n, ire ntolved, 

To Mt our long imprisonMl riitara fr«e 

And li^tsona Tengouice on their foe to tftke. 

Ali femftle epiiitdom the cnu&de joined, 
And Uioagh the Seren-Sphera, with seT'n hl|}i mill. 
And thiok u high, of adunuit apTeared, 
Concentrio, h«m'd uid hedged nBronad, 'twuTaln. 
Ai loOD might monnt^nB iDlercept the dtj, 
A Bpider's «eh the tempest bind, or foga 
Dun np Niagara, for eTCry uttre 
And mnsale of onr spirit power, mroharged. 
And to the last degree of tension sbained 
B7 Enpeinatoral energy, and mored 
With oonoentrated Btrength of porpoM flxed, 
nil iirepresrible, our mil, like spail 
Beotrie touohed the liring mapuine. 
The Snn odeetikl hilla did rook, eonnlMd, 
Aa part, broke throagh the masilTe gatM, 
And part, the lofty ramparts scaled, 
And all onr myriad host* mshed down 
A iwift arengiDg aralanohe 
To earth — andbenoe the ori^ 
Of Bpiritoal interoooiee with men. — 
With pradent seoreay and wise fiireoait. 
Oar MnlioelB were plaoed, and ipies sent forth 
To reeonnoitre, ere the blow we ibrike. 
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MigniMd the; watt, tad Bnt in BoehcBter, 
B; Btimtagein, the cmming " Ai«t" guncd 
A itsftlthj entruiM to tlie bootilc amp, 
Wht>« hj thtiz myrtio uta the «*j prapued — 
And now, all thing* for oonqneat rips, I ooma 
To preach rcbcUimi — mntinj to niet 
And ererj w1i«ts exdte tbe holy war. — 
Onr eager troops do but the signal wait, 
Then br«ak we forth like rolling monntain wavM, 
Beaistless in onr mightj onward sweep 
Till resoned Im from plnnd'ring infidel 
Onr sweet and sacred shrine of liberij, — 
'Til done — the flr«-bnud of strife I hnrl. 
Which quield; Vintj llng at my breath, doth r^ae 
A eonflagntion man can nSTer qneneh. 
The da; of glory dawns, the yolitn age 
Too long delajed, bnt hasting on apaoe. 
The brighleet page in all the Book of Time. 
No more in kitchen or in nnn'T7 oaged, 
Bnt in the ehvr of state we '11 prondly nt, 
And then, man, in pettieoata adorned. 
And in the vacant office* Installed 
Of steward, wet-nurse, ehambei^maid, eombined, 
Shall learn to cook, and scrub, and eradle rock ; 
And while In lepilatiTe hall onr Toice 
In connsel and in high debate is heard, 
At home, shalt thou the day and night employ. 
With trotting of thy foot, and song of 'IvHtUig' 
In fine, 'tia settled, man shall leaTe the 'box,' 
We monnting np, will take the rtigus and driT*. 
What now thon kearat, thou art doomed to fttl. 
Awake and watob 1 Beholdl Belieret Adienl" 
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Thiu the 8|»rit ipoke and Taaished. Nmi befbn did do 
qnenoe so bold and eWm a listener. Wrapped in onuoounU 
»bl« eomposDRi, and hinging with nioh rapton upon ha 
■peeoh, lie took no note of tine. The intemew seemed to him 
bat a pasaing moment as he gently sank into sleep's embnoe. 
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AUAZIAH awoke with the peep of day, and with tke saa, 
Btutad forth fresh as the morniiig. Stnuige to n; his 
■lamben had been profeond. These noctomal visitatioDS from 
ehuroh-jards aod dream-land are snlGcieDt to banish sleep, 
makiog one feel feTerish and dnll, if the; do not famish a 
liberal instalment of sore ejes and headache. But not m in 
this instanoe. Never did onr bachelor friend rise more inrigo- 
lated or in better spirits. Opening the window, he dranlc the 
bracing air, smreyed the landscape and thought upon the pro- 
phecy, till the bell sammoned hitn to breakfast, which he an* 
Bwered with a nimble step and a good appetite. 

On entering the dining-room his landlady, who from some 
cause had beoome appeased, sainted him with, 

"Good morning, sir. Yoa will take this seat," pointing to 
B cbur in her own vioinitjr. 

Somehow this struck him as a peremptory command, and 
which ordinaril; must have grated harshly on his feelings, but 
nnder the pressnre of a secret'oonstraJnt, he ohecrfVdIy obeyed. 

" Friend Badger, shall I serve yon with a bit of onr chmoe 
(50) 
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beef-Bteak f" said Wilson^ entering the Toom and approaohing 
the table. 

" I've ordered it," sud Mrs. Wilaoa. " Yon majr as veil 
breakfast now." 

At that instant the beU of the milkman was beard in the 

" Step to the door and tell him to send in six quarts, it is 
baking-da;," was the landlady'B mandate to her hnsband. 

Upon an ordinal^ observer this colloquy would have produoed 
no very parUcular impression, but to Badger, who listened with 
fixed attention, the words had special significancj and mani- 
festly pointed towards the fulfillment of the pTophecy. It was 
plain to his obserration, that his landlady was already to alt 
intents and purposes, " mistress of the mansion." She gave 
ordeis; others obeyed. 

Now many woald set Mrs. Wilson down for % vizen. A 
great mistake, as we can demonstrate. 

Amongothers, according to the doctrine of Spiritoalisro, there 
are Impressible and iDvolantary Mediums. That is to say, as 
Satan used the Serpent, in like manner the spirits impress in- 
dividuals into their senriee, infusing thoughts into the mind 
and touching the secret springs of volition, so that this kind of 
Mediums are unwittingly the machines by and through which 
spiritual agents operate in the accomplishment of their pnrpoeee 
in this terraqueous sphere. 

Such was Mis. Wilson, who 4niong a mnll^tude of others, 
was made a kind of forerunner of universal female do- 
minion. 

"The milkman says he cao't spare yon so much without 
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diMppointing some of liis otutomen," leported Wilaon, i^ 
enteriiig the room. 

" Tell him if I can't Uto what milk I want, Til vrder it 
from Bomewbere else," replied his medium spouse. Yoti kneir 
it «M bakiog-dajr, and why didn't jon direct him to fbtcli an 
extra quantity this morning. The blockhead might have known 
himself 'twas m; boking-dsj." 

No one adminatering fael, the fire would naturally hare died 
out, but a Mrs. Candle Spirit ^nng her a nndge at the elbow 
to " go ahead," her tongne ran on. 

" A man never will learn nothing anyway only to make poor 
woman slave herself to death for him. I wish j/ou had to do 
the baking and then sea how you'd get along without mijk. 
There's never nothing done if I don't see to it myself. I'd like 
to see a man take charge of a boarding-honse, a spell. Every- 
body wonld starre to death." 

Not a word escaped Badger's ears. To him each syllable 
was fall of meaning, and be carefully registered them in hia 
memory. 

" I wish you had to do the baking." 

Hearing this, he was on the point of imparting to her the 
pleasing inlelligeoce that she was destined soon to have her 
wish gratified, but the incessant rattle of her " unruly member" 
(or rviing member, to use the strictness of the " womans rights" 
nomenclature) deterring him, he held silenoe, with the design, 
however, of venturing the Bu||estion at the cloee of her haiangue, 
and would have carried out hia intention, had he not been taken 
aback by the eipreesion that she "should like to see a irMin 
take chaiye of a bcurding-honae." 
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''And vbo hu the miiMgemeat of the honse, if your hns- 
baod don't," asked Badger Terj iuDocendy. 

"I enppoee I am the man of the honm," said Wilson. 
" The reeponfflbility seecns to b« on my Bhonldera, but then I 
trast my vife to keep a little lookout." 

"Not by a long chalk," siud she, "I'd bare yoii andentand 
that /am the manager of this establishment, sir. Things go 
here u /say. It belongs to me to order what I wish, and if 
I cao't have it, I'll " 

" Why didn't yon order the milk then," sud Badger, inter- 
mpting her in his good-natured simplicity. 

" That's not my bvsiness, nr. It belongs to the m«n to see 
that things are gol. How do yon snppnse we can get along 
and keep boarders, unless the men provide 1 Do yon think 
poor woman can do every thing F all her own work and the 
men's toof I always haye ever since I was married, but its 
settled, I shall not do it any longer. Now I gness yon nnder- 
sland it," said Mm W., with that peculiar expression and em- 
phasis which none bat a determined woman can give. 

"You may be eompeUed to before long perhaps," said 
Badger. 

"I know yon men wonld be glad to have ns do yonr 
bnainess, and wait on yon beaideaj but for one, I've got too 
mnoh spirit to nphold yonr laziness. I only wish I had a 
baiter roaod every man's neok in the world." 

" What would yon do in snoh a case," sud Badger. " Yon 
wouldn't be so hard-hearted as to choke them, would yen?" 

" I'd make* em stand abont and know their plaoe. I'd learn 
them better than to let us get out of milk on a haking-day." 
ft* 
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" Wbj not just order yoar hnabaiitl into the kitohen ?" sud 
Badger, aomevh&t boldl;, '■■ad make kim do the baking, and 
}foa provide the milkf" 

" Yes, that's it, irifo, ezsotlj. I'll swap dothee with joa. 
Give me oharge of the domea^ca a spell. I should make od« 
of (A«IaDdladiee, wouldn't If" said Wilson; at the same time, 
in his plajful manner, chuckling her under the chin. 

" That's a bir offer, I'm sure," said Badger. 

" jea, jron men are always rer; foi( to offer when yon 
know nobody will take jon ap. I shonld look pretty doing 
ontnioor drudgery. We women have always been made slaves 
of, and always will be, I suppose. You'd be glad to have us 
hoe com, milk the cows, ourry the horses, black your booU, 
and do all your filthy work for yon, no doubt; but you'll never 
see that day, I can tell yon." 

" Well, wife, tbia won't make milk. Take yonr chcnoe in 
the offer I've made you. If I am to be installed in the kitchen 
I wish to be off, and have thin^ done up in double^uick time. 
And if yon are going to succeed me, you — " 

" Yes, I know it," inlerrupled she ; " you men are always 
in a great hurry, but iK-ver do nothing." 

" I'm sure Mr. Wilitun has made you a very fiur offer," said 
Amsziah. 

" Yes, I s'pose yon think if you oonld get rid of me you'd 
have fine times. It is « conttired plan between yon and my 
husband; I see through it. I've seen a good many things 
lately. Now I'm satisfied," and she went off muttering, "Nice 
contrivance ihts — things have come to a pretty pass — he 
duing kituheu woik with Kate and Dinah I" 
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Fortn&atelj for the good fame of oar landlad^a tempem- 
nnnt the other boarden, being unueuall; tardy, had not yet 
oome in. 

" Mj wiie seems ft little ont of sorts this morning," sud 
Wibon. "But yon mustn't mind what she sayg — lonly a 
little storm — will soon blow over. These women are qseer 
things sometimes." 

"There's no differonee in 'em I suppose," said Badger. 

"O, ftbont as mnob as between two peaa. After all, we 
•most nsnally let them have their own way. Sometimes, when 
their mettle is clear np and they get too fractions, we find it 
neceeaaiy to curb 'em a little, just as you do unruly colts. In 
extreme oases we are obliged to put on the real mci^bit, 
which, yon know, in good hands, ^ther holds tbem ti^t or 
breaks their jaw." 

" Doa't yon think ebe was a little too /att, just now J" asked 
Amaiiah. 

"0, the devil, no : That's nothing. It isn't a oircnmstanee. 
If yoa don't meet that in your daily experience when yon get 
■ wife, you'll be a lucky chap," said Wilson, laughing. "I'll 
go to the kitchen and have all smooth in five minutes." He 
followed to the basement, where be found Mrs. Wilson and 
Dinah. 

"Tou've come, have you?" said his wife. "Isuppose you 
calculate on taking charge here, don't you? Tou'Il fiud your- 
self mightily mistaken. Don't you think, Knah, he wants to 
come and take my place here, in overseeing the kitchen 
work." 

"Dat would be fun. Yar-ya-ya — let him come, missus. 
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Wouldn't we hib Ug tinws vid mun down bere, yar-ja-jn f 
Bmb lota o' Am," ttid Knab, showing «I1 her inij, and tois- 
ing np the white of her eye !a a ndeway ^anoe toward Wilson. 

"There, what £d I tell 70a r said Mn. W., her black oiU 
flashing ffrten, " I knew this bad been all talked over before. 
Ah, sir, yon can't cheat me. Pretty plaoe this, for you and 
that good-for-nothing old bachelor. Nioe oontiiraBoe I— 4» 
bareboed. It makes my lidood fiurly boil to diinlc of it. 
Where's Badger f FU give him a peoe of my mind he'll re- 
member," and she started for the stain. 

" That's right. Qo and gjve Him fits," add Wilson. 

"I won't stir a step, notber. That's jtist another eonbrlT- 
anee of yours. Not one single step will I stir. I'll stay here 
till doomsday, first." 

At that instant the ball-bell rang. 

" I wonder who's oome now J" aaked Mrs. Wilsoo. " Some- 
body that wants to board, I presame, and not a drop of milk 
in Ae bonse. Never was poor woman so tormented in this 
worid as I am. I'm sick of living. I can't take him. Tell 
him I don't want any more boarders," and down she sat, with 
an " dear t I wish I'd never got manied." 

A few minntes sufficed for the steam to escape, and oar 
landlady was messntably cooled, when Dinah, in the mmpUcity 
and kindness of her heart, remarked, 

" Guess Missos not berry well dis mo'nin. Gness as how 
she belts retar to bed an she feel berry mncb bettar. I do de 
work, Minns." 

This brought oar landlady instantly to her feet, In n fit of 
perfect madness, ezolaimiug, 
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" AboUmt muit oontriTSDoe. That never cmdo fVom you 
thick skull, 700 bkok weuob joa. It's BOme of mj smut Ak*- 
idfuf « ennning." 

"I wonder vho it wis that come in tbove, just now. I 
should like to know/' asid Wilson. 

" Go and see yoorself, then," sud his wifb, with emphsus. 
"This is your Mrd oODtiiTanoe. Jnst like yon, to get sotne 
one to oall on parpoee. Ton otn't obeat me. I can see 
through jon and all the niffffen in Amerin." 

" Goen I'll Tcoign my station here," stud Wilson, as he left 
the kitchen, his bater hal/f^ 7 ) resnming her seat 

Entering the sitting-room he found one of the common 
itinerant pedlars, displaying to great advantage a "la^ assort- 
ment" of jewelry, dress and &ncy goods. Badger sat listening 
lo the pedestrian merchant as he lavished a profnnon of praises 
npon his different "wares." Wilson, from cariosity or some 
other mottve, priced the various artjcles oomposing his " ohoioe 
and el^ant stock." 

MesDwbile a thought suddenly flashed across the mind of 
Uis. Wilson, and she sprang to her feet, exolaiming, 

" That's jost Uke him — he's fooled me after all," and away 
■he bounded np-stairs. Bushing into the sitting-room in hot 
baste, behold 1 bosband, Amariah and pedbtr with goods spread 
out in grand display. She entered the room irith threatening 
aspect, but a sudden ohange came over her. Stepping fbrward 
she made a general sorvey of the various dresses — then select- 
ing a pattern, and holding it off at arm's length, remarked in a 
balf«>liloqniiing tone, 

"That would make up beautifnlly, wouldn't itf" and in a 
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loTiDgmy added, with k unile, "don't you think m, has- 

b«ndr" 

" It'a a very nice pattern, toy dear," 

" What's the price of this, Mr. Pedlar V asked Ae. 

"Eighteen toller, mom^pe cheap — kot no more," answer- 
ed the Jew. 

" Has anybody in the place bought one like itf" 

"No, maddom — pe no more in New Yok — me lell cheap 
— ten me sell agaio Ton me coma — pa nice," sud the wary 
merchant, his little black orbs twinkling, yet opaque with eecre- 
tiTenees. 

" Can't you take any lesi for it f" asked she, in the peooliar 
Jewing tone. 

"Me sell you fo' sev'teen toiler — ten me sell yon some 
ehevmJrg — cheap," said he. 

" Don't yon think I better take it, husband f Tve been want- 
ing a new dress some Ume," and without waiting for « reply, 
said to the pedlar, " I gaess I'll take it," and it was carefnlly 
laid aside. 

" Have yon got any nice ohimesettes?" inquired she. TTpon 
whioh he made a fine display, archly repeaUng the salesman's 
formula. 

'Cheap — nice — right fiom France — hot no more like." 

Taking one Aom the fancy apartment, and holding it up 
before Wileon, she said, with that same winning smile, 

" That is just like one Mrs. Dafort ftam Washington had on 
at the party. It was the handaoraeat thing I ever set eyes on, 
and I made up my mind to get one the very first chance. 
Don't you remember it, husband V 
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"Tea," aaid tbe pedlar, "me sell goot many to Itdie in 
Vwhin'ton" — Tieh be jiat like van mo aell to preshedent 
Iwlie. She kif me fifteen toller — me sell it jrou to' Jb'Uen." 

"Don't you think, basbaad, that would be jost the thing 
with my new dress f " 

" It would be a very pretty rig, my dear." 

"I knew that was just the one you wanted me to have, 
when I selected it," said Bhe, and thua another bai^n was 
closed, and the chimesette was carefully placed with the dreaa. 

"What splendid jewelry you have. All new style," sud 
Mrs. WilsoD, OB she took up a bracelet which particularly 
attracted her admintiou, and adjusting it upon her wriat she 
placed it before Wilson's eyes, ooquettisbly exclaiming, " Isn't 
that beautiful, husband f there (tint one in the place like it. 
Mrs. Bowe's that she got in Albaoy isn't near so handsome." 

" It is a nice article," said the kudlord. 

" Me sell goot many like, in Yashington," put in the artful 
Jew. " Me sell one fo' twenty-two toller, put me sell you to' 
twentee toller — pe te lasht me kot 80 koot," 

" As it suits my Kutband so well, I gness we'll take it," 
said she, with feigned reluctance. "There is a good many 
things that I sboald like, but we don't feel able to buy just 
now," added the pacified bndlady with the peculiar ur of 
poverty. 

" See, maddom, tisb prceh-pio pe made to ko mit te prace- 
l«t — pe cheap — me sell all to ladies in Yathinglon," coyly 
remarked the Jesuit pedlar. 

" I thould look awful awkward with this new bracelet and my 
old breasl-pin, wouldn't I, husband V observed the wife, look- 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



ttt Loot Boston. 

iDg vp, the piotue of lore, ioto hie ejea. "Doo't jon tbiok, 
Hwry, that looks better than my old thing I've had m long." 

*' Of oovree it do68," replied he with a good-iuttared smirk. 

"I don't feel hardly ableio bay it, but aa my husband tn- 
liiU upon it, I soppoee we most — what do yov ask for it T" 

"Te prishe pe fifteen toiler — pnt me m11 yon fo' t'erteen 
toller — pe cheap — coeht me Ut — right from Paris — pe 
none so petter like it in tish Ininthrie," said the pedestrian 
merchant, his little mercnrial orbs sparkliiig with satisfaction 
at the splendid bvuness he was driring, and so the breastpin 
crowned the precions pile of dress, cfaimesette and bra(»1et. 

"I s'pose, hosband," said Mrs. Wilson, Kate and Dinah will 
expect something; I've got so many new things. Other 
people, yon know, make their servants presents." 

" yes," he replied, casting a sly wink at Badger, " they 
•re first-rate girls. Guess you better please 'em a little." 

And BO to top out the trade she purchased and presented to 
Kate and Dinah, each a cAeop ring. 

Wilson, like any whole-souled husband who takes pleasure 
in gratifying his wife, "cashed the bill," without a word of 
complaint, and the pedlar, cbackling over his success, took hit 
departure, in quest of other customers. 

MiB. Wilson was charmingly pleasant; having careftilly laid 
by her " new things," her eye happened to catch the dial of 
the time-piece. 

"Mercy on us," exclaimed she, "here it is almost ten 
o'clock. It's time this roinnt« to b^n dinner. What dish 
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would 70a like to-day, mj deu Huij f and what wonld Boit 
your paUte best, Mr. Badger ?" 

'■ The good ptewure of m; luidUd;," replied the latter. 

"Yea, roj wife's a woman of nnqaeetioiiable taste," leid 
Wilson, and away she flew to the kitchen, light as a biid, and 
oheerfbl aa a May-day morniag. 

"There — all right now, yon aee, don't yon f" said the land- 
lord. 

" Yes, but how long will it last 7" enqaired Amaziah. 

" Can't tell anything abont it. The devil may be to pay in 
a week, or the fit may not come 00 again in a month — can't 
tell anything abont it" 

" Well, yoa're sure it will oome aguu in the course of a 
month, are you V 

" Never knew her amonthwithont a'fanfrum, in my life — 
but can't tell any thing at all about it You might as well ask 
when the weathercock wUl point North or South, or a thunder- 
storm oome up, as to ask when a woman is going to have a 
"_fit" — it's just as it happens, and that's all any one can 
say about it." 

" Don't they ever oome out of their fits until yon buy them 
Bometihing handsome 7" 

" yes, Eometimee. Just let 'em alone and they'll nx^ 
themselves out of 'em after a while. But yon must'nt be ask* 
ing so many questions. Provide yourself a 'rib,' and you'll 
know by sweet experience all abont it, as you never can otheN 
wise. But the dock strikea twelve. The next we hear will 
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be th« dinner-bell. Loc^ oat for k choice bit to-da;," said he, 
leaving the room. 

"Just eo," replied Amutab, tnrntDg to seek hi« apart- 
ment — "but 'tia Tery queer, the differenoe between tho 
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-Obi bUuHDOt 

A ttai, mihhtBBi tlD^ TTri 1b &to, 
Wh« tbHS opprimn oT msnaiiMiid ilull fcal 
Sm mterlH UwT ilT*r 

DINNER wu Berved vith osoal care and pused off >gro»- 
ablj. To the tiiiiiutiat«d, judging from Mre. Wilson's 
appearance, it would liave seemed that but one flame could be 
kindled in the female boeom, and that not of passionj bat the 
milder, and more genial flame of afl'ection. 

Badger Imng under no special engagement for the afternoon, 
had ample time for reflection. Two things were evolved in his 
thoughts and placed to his acquisiUon of positive ideas. 

First, he held it a settled truth that what kad been foretold 
him, in regard to female destiny, would surely come to pass, 
for it was a revelation from the Spirit World. 

Secondly, he knew precisely what woman was, having actually 
seen one of the species, and whose husband — a real philoso- 
pher, who spoke from intimate, personal knowledge — had told 
him that they were in general alike. 

Jad^g from past observation, he was flrat at a loss to oom- 
prehend how the women were to oouduot the affiurs of the 
nation and at the same time disoharge the duties whioh there- 
(68) 
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tofore, in the order of nature, devolved opon them. He had 
seen her — vhom he took oa the type of the bcx — refuse uid 
declare most poutively and emphatically that she never would 
perform them, which seemed forever to fix the &ot of their 
non-performanoe, nnlcas the men shonld aasnme, or be made to 
assame, the dndes of the domesdo department. But a seoo&d 
oonmderstion made it all plain to his nndOBtanding. The wo- 
men, oonoladed he, strike for independence, and etiff-neckedly 
forswear all home responsibilities only as the "jf( " takes them, 
and when they come into power they wUl, doubtless, in thdr 
irisdom arrange, by legal statate or otherwise, the prerase time 
for having "JU*," and with snob nice adjustment in respect to 
age, oonditioD and temperament, that no two in a fkmily or at 
least those dependant upon each other, shall fall into " tantrant" 
at the same time. 

But we will not pnraae simple thoughu, nnoe events, not 
speculadona, are what the impartial historian should record. 
Having a little bnunesa in New York, though not immediately 
presdng to be sure, yet not knowing precisely what liberties, 
if aay at all, meo would be permitted to enjoy under the new 
administration BO soon to take the plaoe of the old, Badger 
oonclnded to go at once. 

With overcoat on his arm, and oarpet.bag in band, he enter- 
ed the sitUng-roou in jwssing, simply to ray good-bye to his 
landlady, whom he found so intently reading a newspaper as 
not to observe his eutraDce. 

"Tou seem very much eu gaged with the news, Mrs. Wilson," 
Stud he; "what do you find so deeply interesting f" 

** Pray, what doea this mean, Mr. Badger, I don't nndentaod 
6* 
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it," said she, huidiDg him the " cit^ paper," with her finger 
on the followuig notice : 

"WOMAl^B R1OHT8." 

This snbjeet is attnoting mnch attention, and has amongst 
ha adfooates some able minds. A meeting is to be held at the 
Tabernacle, on the 12th inst., when interesting addressee may 
be expected. It is a qaestion worth; of oonuderation. We 
hope then ma; bo a full attendanoe. The osU will be found 
in another oolnmn. 

" Sure enough, what does that mean f We will look at the 
call and see," said Badger. It read aa follows ; 

" The undersigned having seen and felt the pitileaa oppreasimi 
wad tyraDn; of Ae men, respectfhll; solicit that all in &Tor of 
iooman'i r^\t$, meet at the Tabernacle, on the 12th inst, at 
twelve o'clock, to take into consideration the subject, and derise 
the best means for their relief. A general attendance is r^ 
quested. Oood speaking may be expected," to which were 
appended the ragnatnres of fifty females. 

" That is too bad," exclumed she, in a pitifi^ tone. "How 
sorry I am for 'em. Fifty of my sex under Ute oppression and 
tyranny of men there I Only think of it T And it don't say 
they have done anything neither. I've heard my mother teU 
of jnst snck things when she was a litte girl. How their poor 
tittle children must feel toseetheirmotliei'itisedso. I should 
DO more dare go to New Tork than ukything ia this world. 
Pre always heard it was an awful place. Do you believe any 
thing will be done at the meeting, to deliver them?" 

Before he bad time to respond, in rushed the wife of the 
village editor, in hot haste, and without stopping for eompli* 
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monta or oonrtMy (the editorul privilege), in the tme mallei 

o//act Btjle, dove at oooe into the raidet of her sabjeci 

"Is jonr 'oity paper' come, Mre. Wilaon f " said she. "Oarn 
ia on-aoooontably detuned for aome caoBe another, I don't know 
what, I'm enre, and to-morrov ia pnblicatioa day, and hosband 
haa wrote hia editorial and got the paper all ready for press, 
except the 'foreign news' column, whioh he always fills np 
from the 'oity paper/ and aa he was very onexpectedly sam- 
moned away on important professional husinesa, be soUmted 
me to assume hia leaponsibilities and use the tcittort, and in- 
sert any thing important to be commnnioated to oar nnmeiona 
leaden, and I've mn over to borrow your paper, if it's come." 

" Yes, we've got it," said Mrs. Wilson, and there ia fifty 
women under the oppreaaion and tyranny of men in New Vork. 
I was just reading it aa you came in. Did yon ever hear of 
any thing so awful in all your life? There it is, yon can read 
it for yourself," added she, banding the paper to the editreu. 

"That's omel — it's abominable — it's a great national and 
public and moat bloody, bigh-banded outrage," cried our heroine 
of the Kinort, MM if she bore the destinies of government upon 
her sbouldera I "I should think such things onghn't to be 
tolerated in a christian, enlightened land. If you will lend me 
the paper, Mrs. Wilsou, I'll have ours out bright and early in 
the morning, anS scatter the news broad.caat, all over." 

" Yea, you can take it, but be sure and fetoh it back as soon 
as you're through with it, for I want to keep it," said the 
lender, and our editress, with a rapid, nervous, business-like 
movement, hastened to the "office," to enter upon her profes- 
nond labors. 
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"I'm off JDst in the 'nick of time,'"BMd Anusiah. "I 
will attend the meeting and leam all about it and report when 
I retnm." 

" Bo, for mercy's sake, keep oat of the way and don't get 
hart," said our landlady, with a tone of anxiety for his safety. 
PromisiDg her that he would be carefol, they exchanged " good- 
bye," and parted. 

Next morning the Tillage paper was ont in advance, and 
benlding in glaring capitals, the following : 

STARTLING INTELLIGENCE!!! 

riFTT WOMEN IN NKW TOBK, VNDEB THK OPPRIBBION AND 
TTRANNY OT HKN I ! I 

TREMENDOUS EXCITEMENTI!! 
Large meeting called at the Tabemaele III 

We go to press id advance of onr usual honr to g^ve onr ex- 
tensive readers the very Isteat dcwh as early as posuble, which 
most full lilcc a mighty thunder-clap npon the public ear, and 
shake the nerves of the "body politic" into the most frightful 
convulsions! ! For which wears indebted to the "city paper." 

We should ccrlaiDly bare issued an Extra forthwith, bat 
for this being our regular publication day. Before the excite- 
ment is extinguished, we earnestly cautJon all females against 
going to New York. We imst we shall be able to lay before 
our readers, the full particidara of this bloody treason, in our 
next. 

The village was electrified. Crowds thronged the printing 
office, scrambling for the paper. . 

Three or four timen the UEoal quantity had been struck off', 
and yet the demand was inoreaung. In the stores, and shops, 



by Google 



68 Lnor Boston. 

and honflea, tm the contersj and in the tavern were seen knots, 
Isi^ and smtU, of men, nonien and children, clustering around 
the different readers of the National BultHin. Rumor vas 
afloat; the Impulse extended; the surrounding region caught 
the mania. Before sunset, under the auspices of female leader- 
ship, the flubscriplJOD list of the "Bulletin" was almost 
doubled. It was pronounced by far the most interestJng 
" publication " in the conntc;. The editor iras at once marked 
as a grovring man, and destined to run a distinguished career. 
And BO it ifl, at least too often — the m/e plucks the laurels — 
the hvAand vears tbem. But wait. Time will decide whose 
brow was made for the crown, whose hand for the scepter. 

But to return to the journey. In keeping with the usual 
prcdilecUon of old bachelors, Badger located himself on a va- 
cant seat in the railroad car. Presentlj a geatleman in appear- 
ance, of fine and easy address, in search of a seat, enquired if 
the balance of tbe one he occupied was engaged : 'Tis not, 
replied Badger, and tkey were seated together. 

"Seasons," "Tetrabune," "Screamer," "Evening Pole,"* 
" Latest News," " Arrival of the Air Ship," "Kevolation in 
tbe Moon," cried the news' boys passing through the train. 
His seat-companion purchasing a " Screamer," Amaziuh ex- 
pected every moment to bear him give vent to his indignslion 
at the outrage perpetrated on those fifty women. But having 
pcnised it with do expression betokening any thing of nnn- 
Gnal intcregt, it was politely offered to Badger. 

"Thank you," said he, taking tbe paper, at the same time 

• TberaRHnniif Ih* jna Turk ttma, nUmm, BsnU, sBil A*ii*v Alt. 
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inquiring if tbere wu my account of what had been done vith 
those fifty women id New York. 

" What fifty women, bit f I do not recollect to have heard 
any thing about it." 

" There is a notice of it is the 'nty paper;' I saw it last 
night," said Badger. 

"What was the notice, air?" 

" I can't give the particulars, bnt it told how they were op- 
pressed hy a gang of men, and there is to be a meeting at the 
Tabernacle, on the 12th, to see if something can't be done for 
them," 

" I yon misapprehend tho thing entirely, air. That is a 
call for a ' Woman's Right's Convention.' I am one of the 
persons, whose signatures appear there." 

" You?" I thought they were all females who signed it. 

" And you thought right," said sAe, partly rising from the 
seat. " Yon will observe, sir, that I am in bloomer costume 
— rather the extreme of the style too, I admit, but that is a 
mere matter of tatte you know. I am now on my way to that 
convention ." 

A shriek of the " whistle," and slackening of tho train, indi- 
cated their arrival at a stopping place, when a jovial looking 
fellow, directly in front of their seat, turned around and with 
his clutched hand extended towards her, exolaimed, " Odd or 
even for the Scots, air I We always take something at this 
station." 

" Escnse me, if yon please, sir, we never do such things," 
was the reply. 

" Cars atop ten minutes for refreshments," was the an- 
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oouncemeut tta asual, as the wheels ceued to move. Badger 
and his new acquaintance remained in their seats. There was 
the CQStomMy " getting off" and " coming on," when there 
oame along, among others, s well-dressed joung man, and In 
a jolly, bmiliar way, accosted our bloomer liiend with — 

" How are 70a, Bill? Yon hav'nt altered much since I 
saw yon last. Get a good game tip at the races f 

" YoD are mistaken in the person, sir. Our sez do not 
frequent race^conrscs nor follow gambling," and quietly taking 
off her bat, eihibited her feminine tresses ingeniously $kort- 
ened, at which the young man recoiled, and wiih evident con- 
fusion, saying, " It is a mistake ; beg your pardon, madam," 
and passed along. Our bloomer delegate became the " ob- 
served of all observers," and the subject of various remarks, 
some grave and others sportive ; in short, such as the reader 
can very well imagine." 

" All aboard," shouted the conductor, and the iron horse 
sprang forwai^, as if refreshed by bis breathing spell, and 
whirled them away at fearful speed. 

" How impudent these men are," said Miss Boston (for 
suck was the name of onr bloomer). " However, the time is 
not far dist&nt when such indignities as I have received in 
these few miles' travel cannot be perpetrated with impunity. 
When io« come into power, we shall have civility enongb to 
permit the men. to pass nnmolested by impertinence and in* 
suit. That day, tbank Heaven, is near. Smile not, nor call 
me visionary. I am as confident in that belief as if it had 
been reveaUd/rom the tpiril teorld." 

" Confident of what, ma'am ?" said Badger. 
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" Tbftt ere tbj remuDing sandB aro rao, man shall be oast 
dowo to his proper level, uid woman elerated to her natiro 
pontioQ of raperiority." 

" Have yov seea her, too f" interrnpted Badger. 

" Seen who, Mr ?" 

"I don't know who she was, bnt she was the bandsoinest 
creatnre I ever bsw. Down to her wust she was jnst like a 
woman, and that's all I know, only as she was going out and 
Hftiog np her skirts, as the ladies do when they walk you 
know, in the plaoe of her feet, I thought I saw &JUh's laU. 

" I bad supposed, b\t, I was in the company of a gentleman. 
Bnt allow me to inform 70U — and heed well my words — soon 
shall yon behold the glorions spectacle of a world nndor the 
Bway of woman, not only pnhlio opinion shaped and society re- 
modeled at her hand, but the church reformed under the magio 
of her eloquence, and the siato ruled by her power and guided 
by her wisdom — anspiciona period when my sex shaU be in 
the full enjoyment of their inalienable rights." 

" Precisely her language to me on that awAil night," ex- 
claimed Badger. 

Miss B looked at him in speechless astonishment. 

" It's a fact, ma'am, just as I tell you," persisted he. 

" Your wit, sir, does not rival your ill breeding, to couple 
me by comparisoa with a mermaid, that monster of an animal 
at best, and whose existence even is alti^ther problematical. 
Bnt, sir, load us with satire and abuse as you will, we are des- 
tined to go on ' conquering and to conquer,' until ym and all 
your kind shall behold woman in the legislative hall, on the 
judicial beni^ and in the tented field. The days of ow 
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glory will be u if man never v&s, bo oompleteljr will be bo 
ectipaed in all bis boajled streDgth and achieTements. And 
more, sir, I conld tell that will sbortly tnnBpirS] and wbicb 
would make your ean tingle, but 'Us a waste of breadi. Ton 
would teoadoosly cliog to your unbelief, even if it were reveal- 
ed to yon from the world of spirits — yes, you would not be- 
lieve even though such an animal as a mermaid, or if bei 
iptrtC itself should appear to you in the watches of the night. 
But why waste useless words and make myself the object of 
ridicule f I will seeh some more retired seat where, if possible, 
I shall be free from these assaults of impertiueuce," saying 
which, she rose to depart 

"Stop, atop," entreated Badger. "Everything you've spc&e, 
I believe &om the bottom of my heart. The spirit of a mer- 
maid did tell me, and in your very words too." 

"I understand you per/ectlj/, ar," was ber reply, made with 
an tit and emphasis not to be misunderstood, as she abruptly 
retired to another seat Miss Boston was not only increduloua 
as t« thia matter of reodalion, but treated it with the utmost 
derision. 

Amadah couId % "tale unfold," but she disdained to listen. 

ne regarded her, however, with charitable feelings, oondnd- 
iDg that she must be &lhng into a "fit." 

Time and space flew by. The Hudson, with its glorioos 
scenery, of cottage and villa, of paric and lawn, highlands and 
palisades, receded like a swiftly-gliding diorama. 

The metropolis rose to view as if by mapo. Eager eyes 
looked out on spire and dome. A rush — a shriek — and th« 
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tnin landed its haman freiglit at the depot, amid the accus- 
tomed croird of "rnnoere," policemen, pick-porkeU, io. 

"That's him," whispered an officer to his comradej as our 
bloomer ismed upon the platform — "we're good for her," 
and gnsping her by the colUr, exclaimed — "accept of our 
boeiHtality, madam. We'll give jon cntertmnment cheap to- 
night." 

"Why do yon insult a fem&le in this manner, mrrah? 
Watch 1 watch 1" cried she. 

"We're the watoh, and at your service too," answered the 
officers exnltingly. 

"Hold on a minute," sud the captor — "let's examine the 
documentB," and drawing from his pocket a telegraphic dis- 
patch, read as follows : 

"Arrest a female in man's clothing — on the cars — tall — 
well-proportioned — fine-looking — eyes and hair black." 

"All rigbt," sud be, as deaf to her cxpoelulations, and fol- 
lowed by a isbble, they hnrried ber off to the tombs — a catas- 
trophe as uncomfortable as it was unexpected, making flfty- 
one women under the oppression and tyranny of men. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

" Mor« ig meant than meets the eye." 

T TTK long-tnticipated day arrived which wss to be the 
initiative of our coootry's true glory and greatDeaa. Al- 
thoagb not uahered in with tanmltnous demonstrationa, yet it 
marked an eta in our oational existence. Id ehort, it was tbe 
day for the "woman's righta" coDvention. The hour for the 
assembling of congregated wisdom, philanthropy, and injured 
innooenoe, was at that precise moment when tbe sun was 
highest, and shone the hottest. 

Among tbe notable arrivals on the ever-memorable occasioD, 
none created a greater sensation than our bloomer delegate, 
whom we tell in the hands of the police, with the unpleasant 
prospect of her remaining in durance vile. In vun did she 
protest ber innocenoe; in vain did she offer resistance and 
implore tbe interposition of the passing spectators, proclaiming 
her name and reudence, and that sho bad come by special 
invitation to attend the great "woman's rights" convention. 
No one came to her rescue. The official guardians of taw and 
order, in the abundance of their seal for the public safety, were. 
inexorable, not abadng towards their prisoner a degree of inso- 
lenoe and rongfa-handling. Witb grim eatisbotion the tnro- 
7 (74) 
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key threw back tbe bars and bolts. Harsblj grated tba mas- 
eive door on ita iron biogea, to clofo upon the anofieodiog 
Tictim, when she speedily drew from her pocket (wondering at 
her tbongbtlessoees) snndry letters and credentials, which 
proving saUsfactory to the inoorruptible officials, our unlucky 
heroine was with reluctance discharged. 

Counting herself fortunate, in her narrow escape from the 
" due prooew of law," yet chagrined at the indignity put upon 
her, she hastily exchanged tbe tomba for tbe old Astor. 

Tba doors of the old Tabemsclo gaped wide, as if eager to 
swallow the waiting throng. Vortex-like, the vast ampbi- 
tfaealer absorbed tbe iomsbiag thousands, while the wedging 
multitndes, like a flood dammed up, choked tbe aTenaes, and 
the " cry was, sUII they come." 

Promiscuously packed, almost to saffocation, the conventioo 
began to take on an organized form in the appointment of Mrs. 
Jane Truelove, president, by aoolamalion. She took the chair, 
amid great applause. Scarcely watting for the ontbnrst to sub- 
side, tbe distinguished chairwoman arose and said : — 

" Meet potential and injured fellow-women 1 called very unex- 
pectedly to preside over the deliberations and doings of this most 
august aasemblsge, I arise to present my humble acknowledg- 
ment for the veiy distinguished honor " 

"I call the preudent to order,"* interrupted Miss Cloe All- 

• N. B. Lnt II »• ibnofht IbH Bme of tbe neton u* npnHntod u iDcndlbly 
■tofrid, ItlsiofllclcDtidipplrtonmart Uifet Ibe Twblnc tide of rtvoldUco ivtpt ilcmg 
wlUi U Uw ftuDHli t>opalae*, whon IgbDrum or pnblle tmiJiiMi wu iqtialad odI j bj 
tbtli tmUtloD let Dotork^. Ot thli lb« mn Icok aott ciwl (dTutage, pnaarini 
ta itn Uho pnpu lutmirtkiD, wbu la tnlb Uidi oslj ct||gii( «■■ to mik* Uun 
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tongue, popping ap abont midiray of the room. " The pregi- 
deat is oat of order; I call for the najB aod ajee on the ques- 
tion," continued she, in a sharp, nervons tone. 

" I object to the ayes and naya," said Mim Snappiah, " and 
contend, according to strict parliamentar; rules, that the presi- 
dent is not out of order." 

" I didn't come all tlie way here," retorted Miss AU-tongae, — 
"No, Mrs. President, I didn't come clear here, to hear ladles oa 
thb floor talk ahoMt parlour-mentary riile$ ; 1 come as the indi- 
cator and repretentaiion. of 'woman's rights,' to agitate this 
great constitutional question, and hunt for means and measurea 
by whose ooutrlTance the proud and haughty, and — and — 
good-for-no thing tyrant man, shall — hem! — by which, proud 

and haughty man shall shall " here tbe speaker with 

muscles strained and Teina swollen, laboring under the burden 
of her mighty theme, became speechless, her emotions being 
too intense and her thoughts too big for utteronce. 

MUt Dowd. " It the lady from the West has ended her 
speech, I wish to be heard on this question ; and if she has 
not " 

Chioe. "I never intended to ^ve up the floor, Mrs. Presi- 
dent; I intend to stick for my rights with the women as well 
as the men. Yes, Mrs. President, I'll spill the last drop of 
blood in my vdns, and drop right down in my tracks, before 
I'll flinch one hair's-breadth from my unalienable rights." 
Miss All-tongne delivered herself, in this burst of patriotism, 
with great force, and sank exhausted into her seat. 

JfiM Garvloiu. " Mrs. Pr^ident, I wish to introduce a 
catalt^oe of resolutions to be passed on by this meeting, and I 
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irill forthcr state, also, tbit I wish to be heard on them befbre 
thej are fioall; adopted." 

ifr*. Win&ie said, " Mrs. President, I think it is ray tnm now 
to deliver my sentiments on this important occasion. I dis^ 
cover a great quantity of men here, and tbey are all tbe while 
winking, and cbncltliog, and laugbiog, I " 

AU-Umgue. "I call the lady to order, and command the 
'previout guettton.'" 

Winlde. "I claim my title to tlie floor, and hope I shan't 
be broke in on again. I move we progress to organiEe. I 
move a division of the bouse, tbattccoconpy one side and order 
the men to take the other side by themseWes. I move that 
all the men who are friendly and stand straight np for ns, be 
entitled to set in front on their own side." 

Chioe. "I second tbe motioD, Mrs. President, with all my 
heart, and move that we all vote on it ananimously." 

Reverend Mr. M , D. D., calmly arose at this point, or 

rather in the midst of this aonfusioii confonnded, and with every 
oye turned upon bim, without iotermption, deliberately re- 
tnarlced : " I hope, Mrs. President, I may be pardoned for saying 
a word. My heart and my band are with yon in the enterprise 
in which you are engaged. Imostearaestly desire yonr success. 
This convention, in order to exert its proper influence, should be 
conducted with regularity. It strikes me that you had better 
perfect the organization of your meeting. This being done, 
and the customary address of the president given, the conven- 
tion would then bo open and prepared for the transaction of 
business. Otherwise, it seems to me you will necessarily be in 



by Google 



78 Loot Boston. 

oonfiutoii. Hoirever, I aimply offer ;ov m; advice, and leave 

it for yofit consideration." 

Chtoe. " I move tliat the reverend gentleman's inBtrnctions 
be adopted, and we proceed to bosiness withont delay." 

Miu Fend^/rau. " I second the motion, and call the ques- 

Cry of "qneslion," '' question," from all quarters of the 
house. 

Mr». Winkle. " 1 move that the advice be amended by add- 
ing the clause, 'and that we women take one «de of the house 
and order the men to take the other.' " 

Beverend Dr. M , rising agua, said, " Mrs. President, I 

did not oome here for the porpose of taking part in the proceed- 
ings of this meeting, bot simply as a epeotaUir. Perceinng that 
I nm misapprehended in my previous remarks, I rise merely to 
make myself understood. What I meant to convey is ihia — 
that the next thing in order is the appointment of Vice-presi- 
dents and Secretaries, before any motion can properly be 
entertained." 

Finally, the Doctor, aa it were, involuntarily snd by the tacit 
ci'DSfiit of the house, aaaumed the charge of the business, and 
Forin the convention assnmed form and shape. The president 
t-onctudud her speeeb, and announced that the convention waa 
really for business. 

Friend Badger, although he had never attended many public 
meetings, could not &il to discover the exercise and result of 
superior knowledge, in the readiness and ease with which tbo 
reverend Doctor brought order out of confusion and set all 
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UuDgs right. In the siinpUdtj of ignorance and hia aangaine 
expectations, be looked for the adoption of great and decisive 
measoree, at once, and &nded the women would be entbroDed 
in power before night 

Profonnd sileDce ensaed. It became painfitl. Every thing 
wu at a cleed stand-still, while ftom the female side all eyes 

were tnmed towards Di. M , as if wuting for aaother de- 

moDstntion from him. At length, to relieve the awkward and 
embarrassing sospense, he arose and said : 

' I sapposa the lady's motion, that the sexes he sepaiated, 
wonld now be in order, if she choose to make it." 

Mr*. TTuiJUe. " I choose to make the motion, Mrs. Presi- 
dent, and I move that it passes too, withont a dissenting voice." 

The Pretidmt. " I pat the qaestlon." 

" Aye," said the eonveotion. 

Though the result of the vote was not announced by the 
Chur, there could be no doubt bow it stood, and instantly all 
WU tumult, each person, whether male or female, pushing with 
all speed for the oOier side of the house. The resolution was 
evidently incomplete, in not designating which aide tihould be 
occupied by tohich. " Ladies will please take thit side," cried 
a female voice from the right. " Ladies, take this side," cried 
another from the left " Gentlemen, this way," echoed from 
both sides — and instantly there was s universal cry of " this 
aide," "Ait fide," "lhi$ tide, I say," indicating pretty nearly 
an equality of lungs, if not of numbers, in the opposite quarters, 
and constituting a gnnA jxno-woio of confusion and fun. 

At length, afler a short interview between the Reverend 
Doctor and the president, she arose, and to the top of her voice 
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cried "order — order — ORDEB," which, however, only served 
to iDcrease the "uproar." BedoabliDgherexertionaBbestamped, 
flooriahed ber fist, poaaded the table, and screamed "order — 
order — order — ORDEB," till qoite exhaoated, bnt it was like 
speaking to the tempest. The moderator was not onlj immod- 
erately excited, bnt her " dander " was evidently np, for her 
eyes glanced rapidly from comer to corner, with threatening 
aspect, ju»l as if she was looking for a broomstiolE, that last 
resort of tbe feminine amasons when their naturally pacific 
natnies are roosed and goaded to tbe pitch of pugnacity. 
Things looked portentous. The male spectators expected every 
moment to see the "Jur Jly." Our bachelor, calling to mind 
his bndlady's injunction, to " keep out of the way and not get 
hurt," began to cast about for a place of retreat, assured that 
they had all, together, fallen into the "fiU," and thinking 
what a grand spot it was for a pedlar of pills to make his for- 
tune. Observing a favorable opportunity, Amaiiah aonght to en- 
sconce himself, and ducking behind the desk, awaited the subsid- 
ing of tbe storm. Socb a scene t It oul-bedlamed bedlam. 

Dr. M could endure it no longer. Striking his cane 

upon tbe table, he shouted "order," with a stentorian voice, 
and every thiag wb£ quiet. All dropped at once into their 
seats again, as promiscuous as ever. 

" I can see no occasion for this intemperate excitement," 
said the Doctor. " The meeting will bo ridiculed enough, if coo- 
ducted with decorum, and I feel bound to say in all kindness, 
that if better order is not preserved, it will merit ridicule. 
Now I saggest the propriety," continued be, " of some lady 
making tbe motion, designating toAtcA side of the house the 
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geotlemen ehall ooonpy, And let the matter be disposed of in 
the nsaal maiuier. After the motion is made, then deb&te 
upon it will be ia order j after which, all will Tote nndei- 
standingly. It is evidently a question, in regard to which 
tbere is a great diversity of opinion, and very mooh feel- 
ing, though what imagjnable importance attaohes to the 
subject, I confess myself unable to disoover. This disagree* 
ment exists exclusively among jourselTes. I Tentnie to say, 
judging from thmr appearance, that the gentlemen hare uo 
other feeling than indifference in this matter, and will cheer- 
iully take either side, if the ladies will only harmonize with 
each other. Now let some one move that the men pass to the 
k/i, for instance ; then, after a few expressions of opinion, we 
may hope that all will acquieseo in the vote, when finally an- 
nounced." 

Ohloe AU-tongtie. " I move, Mrs. President, that the men 
take the leji side, there's just where tbey belong, they've had 
the right btmd side long enough, it's our turn now, and we'll 
have it too." (Great applause.) 

JUrs. Golden — a large, athletic woman, with oommanding 
voice — arose and said, " Mrs. President, as we arc manifestly on 
the eve of faeconuDg mistniKi of the universe, I deem this one 
of the gravest questions that oan possibly arise before this body. 
It is a question pregnant with a magnitude of interest, and 
which will be a fruitful sonroe of weal or wo to our children 
sad our ohildren's children, down to the remotest ages of pos- 
terity. Mrs. President, I should not feel myself justified in 
returning to my constituents without having said thus much 
on the subjecL" 
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Mitt Todman, quite tba opposite of the Uat spenlcer id dw 
ud voice, addressed the conTention u followa : " I fully concur, 
Mra. President, in the remarks of the Isdj last sp. (Cheen.) 
I hope thcj will be tmaaimousl; adopted." (Repeated cheers.) 

Miu Wigffint. " Mre. President, I feel mjself in BOme re- 
Bpects, though with great reluctance, compelled to differ some- 
what from the delegates who have so eloqaeotly addressed the 
ooDvention. (Applause.) The subject is tnil;^ oae of incoo- 
ceivable magDitude (hear, hear) ; but I have beard no a^iameuts 
yet, satisftotory te my mind. I contend tbat this is by no 
means the proper place for the discussion and adoption of this 
subject. I hold that it belongs to the legitimate sphere o( 
legislative enactments." (Manifest sensation ia different parte 
of the house.) 

Mri. 7)/son. " Mrs. President, I rise with great delicacy, 
being unwilling to express an opinion on this veiy important 
subject without more consideration. It is, Mrs. Prenideiit, ft 
question most seriously affecting us all. I diallenge any body 
that dares to deny it. (Applattae.) It pervades through the 
social, political, and moral circle. It extends around the fire- 
place — yea, 'tell it not in Gatb,' it reaches to the bed-side, 
in the silent watohes of the night, Mrs. Preudent. (Thunder- 
ing applause.) Nor does it terminate there. It spreads out 
over the whole wide world into the 'spheres!' (Prolonged 
and deafeniog applause.) Have ladies, let me ask, have ladies on 
this floor carefully thought on this qnestion f Be they prepared 
to barter away their rights ? Be they prepared to pass resolo- 
tions to keep as fettered and fastened in everlasting slavery ? 
(" No," " no," " no," from all parts of the house, and Ii 
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cheers.) Then let ns do as our forefathers i'li, and declare 
our rights as citizens — as (Tee-uomen — not only for onraelTes, 
bat as has been so eloquent); remarked on this floor, " for our 
childroD, and our children's children, to the latest generatioD of 
coming time." (Tremendous cheers.) 

Chloe All-tongue. " Mrs. President, I shall Tole for every 
single word that has fallen from the last lady. (Cheers.) But 
I most strennonslj insist on the men taking the other side be- 
fore we vote on any thing nt all ; and if they had any manners 
about them, they'd go without our putting them there (loud 
bursts of applause ; hear, hear) ; yes, that indeed they would, 
or leave — or leave — yes, I repeat it, or leave the house. 
(Immense, repealed, and long-continued cheering). Mrs. Presi- 
dent, I rise to a pint of order, and that is, that the men take 
the other side before we proceed to business." (Repeated 
oheers.) 

Dr. M . "Mrs. President, allow me to say that Miss 

All-tongue labors under a total misapprehension of things. 
The only question now before you is, to obtain an expression 
of the house, as to which side the ladies and gentfcmen shall 
respectively occupy in this convention, a matter, it seems to 
me, of not the slighlcst moment whatever. I hope 1 shall 
jpve no offense when I remark, that were this a male conven- 
tion, we would never think of rising this questjon of sepa- 
rating the sexes, but would grant the ladies, who might honor 
us with their presence, their own choice of ^ttiug where they 
pleased, and if you wiU allow me the freedom of speech, with 
nil duo deference, I must say it would appear much more 
magnanimou3~on the port of tbe ladies, if they would adopt 
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the principle of reciprocity and give us the same privilege of 
choosing onr own seats, so long as ^e do not get in the tcay, or 
become meddlesome. Howevar, you have been pleased \o re- 
sohe that the house shall be sexually divided. Now, why not 
let the gentlemen make their owd choice? For my own part, 
I have no very particular preferc&ce on which hand I am put; 
still, if the ladies are t«Daoiaus on this point, to demand the 
vote, and it prevails, rest assured (and I know I speak the 
feelings of every gentleman present) we will most cheerfully 
comply, for according to the old saying, "the left side nearest 
the heart," which, in all the world — nor do I blush to say it 
— iattiL' locality most covc(«d and sought after by man-kind. 
So if we are expelled from the colder region of the right, we 
shall only he instated in a icarmer birth, a thing by no means 
disagreeable to us, exposed as we are to the chilling hloits and 
pelting sleet of our northern latitude." 

Tlie Doctor resumed his seat with becoming gravity ; yet, one 
might have discovered a lurking irony io the corner of his eye, 
and there was manifestly a subtle sting in the t^l of his speech. 
The motio^ was triumphantly carried, and the gentlemen moved 
lb the le/l. Out bloomer friend remaining upon the right, there 
were cries of "put him out," at first, bat an explanation of who 
ihe was, brought down the house. 

The afterDoon was by this time nearly spent^ and after one 
or two short speeches the coovenUon adjonrned till seven 
o'clock, p. M. 

At this juncture, as fate or the spirits would have it, Ama- 
siah was discovered in bis hiding place. The alarm was in- 
stantly given, when the moro pugnacious, led on by the n- 
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doubtable Chloe, pounced upon the luckless "dodger," and with 
no very gentle deinoDatration drew him forth. 

"Spj," exclaimed one. 

"Eowdy, aasassin, rascal," cried others. 

The crowd and tumult on the plalfonn was fast iDcreaaing 
into a TOW, and it is hard to saj what would have become of 
poor Badger, had not the reverend Dr. M come timely to 
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THE! daj waa nearly spent, and judging from vbat bad been 
accomplished, the prospect of an immediate triumph of 
the " woman's rights" scheme eoold not be regarded as par< 
tioularlj flattering. A desperate assault had indeed been made, 
by a desperate foe, upon the " tyrant man," but without any 
perceptible impression upon bia defenses. His throne stood 
apparently as 6nn as ever uf>on its deep foundations. 

Seven o'cloclf arrived. The hooae was packed. Crowds 
thronged tlie doorways, unable to gain an entrance. Those 
who were not advertised of the Toto separating the sexes, both 
male and female, made occasional mistakes. Whenever a gen- 
tlcman happened to get on the wrong side, no sooner was hia 
attention called lo it, ibnn be invariably apologized for tbe ap- 
parent indignity, aveniug bis ignorance of the resolution, as he 
made tbe best of his way to the " Iffi." Tbe same, on the other 
hand, was generally true of the ladies, as they edged along lo the 
" right." Now and then was heard, in n fpitcful, feminine 
tone, "I won't — I shall set where I please fiir hII anybody." 

Half an hour had elapsed and not an officer nppc^ircd in her 
plnec. President, Vice-President and Secretaries were scattered 
iu raiioua dlitcliwus un lucli' own side of the homte. 
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At Isngtb Jftf . Cldoe AS-tongne, who wu slwsjs " thero," 
in emeigeneieB, arose vid mid — "I have a list of resdutioiu 
th&t I want adopted, and I'll hare them adopted too, if I haTO 
to adopt Uiam myaelf My nntn tdd me to press 'em tluongli, 
at all haiarda, mint get ioto the commissionen of reaolutioiiB 
bendes, nhioh I mean to do before I leare the city." 

Mri. WinJde. "I've got a batch of resolaliona too, that / 
want adi^ted- I was also adviied by my hosband to look out 
for a place on the resolntjon committee, which I calculate to 
do- The meeting will give attention while I read them ; ' The 
oommittee throagh their ohair- uomon, Mrs. Winkl e ■' ' ' " 

Mri. All-tonjue, intermpling — " Now, Mrs, Winkle, Td like 
to know if that's parliamentary T tisn't fair any how, and I'll 
go n far as to say, it ain't neither Isdy-Iike nor honorable — I'D 
leave it to the meeting if I didn't fairly git the start, so yoa 
needn't go to stioken in your ' batch' till I git mine done." 

Dr. M , *• I hope lehall be pardoned for iotermpting tliB 

lady, while I take the liberty to suggest that the officers r&- 
Bnme their places, and a committee be properly appointed ton- 
port reaolations for the consideration of the convention. I do 
not wish to be understood as dicfalinffy bat merely make the 
snggestion," 

ifra. Tmtlove. " I do not comprehend the drift of the 
gentleman's remarks. I take it, laminthewny of official duties 
— at all events my husband told me so — that is to say, as I un- 
derstood him — and I've got it wrote down, so as to be vei; 
exact. 

" ' FirU, That I should bo elected. 
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" ' Second, That I shonld be conducted to ihe cbur. 

" ' Third, That I shonld deliver my intiodactory address, r^- 
tonuDg thanki for the unarpecUd honor, &c.', and 

" ' FovrtJUy, That my office exfured when the oonvention ad- 
jonraed.' He writ down every word I've said j I learned 
it all by heart, and he didn't saj a single syllable alwat any 
tfaiog else. I am positiTe he wonid if there bad been, for he is 
Tery partionlar to be exact in what be does. He's been to 
more than fifty conventiona and seen as good society aa other 
folks, and I guess he knows what's a proper and Jtt a'dreu, as 
any body if he is a tailor, and I am resolved to follow the in- 
■tmction of my constitnent to a letter." 

Mrt. Blood-good (first Vice-President), springlDg to her 
feet, in much agitation said, "For my part, I don't like to be 
snapped np in this way, in public, by any body, I don't care 
how high bis station. I have exactly followed the footsteps of 
my illnatrione predecessor, aa I am proud to oall Mr*. Tntdove 
— just what ray husband told mo was right, and charged me to 
do, and I guess my husband has got as solid an intdentandinj 
as some other folks, if he is a ghoemaker. I'm not a going to 
be heeled and toed and hammered around in this style, by no- 
body — I confess that I begin to wax warm — but I am for 
Mtieking to the Itui, and letting our oppressors know, that they 
can't crush us under their iron hoofs any longer." 

Mrt. Blood-good had scarcely ended, as a rustling of silk at- 
tracted all eyes towards an individual ed^ng along with a 
twitohiog molJOD from the back end of a pow. 

"I supposed this was a convention of ladia; I did not ocnne 



by Google 



FOLLIBB or THK XIXtH ClHTttRT. 89 

here to associate with tailors aod ihoemaker^ toivet," sputtered 
& pert little Mim, as, turoing up her little aristocralio nose, she 
flirted oat of the bonse, spitefoUj sUmmiDg the door behind her. 

Mrt, Wiggint, " M^ husband told me I must be president, 
and gave me a speech wbioh I have got by heart. He s<ud I 
mnst give it to the secretary, so I took pains to oopy it all in 
my own faand-writjng (holding up the maaoscript) ; here it is, 
all ready for the secretary." 

JUri. AU-tongue. " My man told me I mnst decline being 
president, reiy streaaonsty, and learned me jnst what to say, 
and how to say it, and said I mnst write it down and give it to 
the porter for publicadon, which I did at the Irving Honse, 
after supper." 

Reverend Dr. M , again rising, said, " I do not by 

any means wish to intrude upon the rights of others, and hope 
OUT friends will pardon me for again taking the liberty of say- 
ing a word. The evening is ftst passing away and I think all 
will agree with me, that but little if any thing has been aocom- 
plisbed. Ladies are assembled here, not only from the city, 
but rariouB sections of the country, some of them from a great 
distaaoe. Ton have all come with patriotic and worthy mo- 
tives, to attain a great and most laudable object. Vast good 
may result from this convention, if properiy conducted. A fa- 
vorable impression mnst be made upon the community, and 
above all an tcnfavonble one must be avoided, in order to insure 
success. It is evident there are various resolutions in the 
hands of numbers present, each of whom has come expecting 
the distinguished honor of beiogat the head of thecommittee. 
Bui all of course cannot have it, and as the different indl- 



by Google 



00 Lucy Boston. 

vidoala are alike, seeking to arnve at the wma grand resnlt, a 
little oonoiliation will remove the difficulty, at least so far as 
to furnish ^1 th« competitora an opportanitj of laying their 
sentiments before the meeting, for consideration and adoption. 

" By way of compromise, I would therefore recommend that 
the officers resume their places on the platform, and some lady 
move that a committee of ninefrea be appointed by the chair to 
report resolutions expressive of the sense of the conTcntion." 

Following this snggestion tbe officers took their appropriate 
seats. The president beckoned the Doctor to her, and aiW 
Tarions whisperings exclaimed — 

" I call the meeting to otder I We are now ready for busi- 
ness." 

Silence again ensued, indicating to the reverend Doctor, that 
if tbe inert, unwieldy body was to move at all, hs himself' 
most be tbe motive power. Thy conviction brought him to 
his feet again, in a somewhat less moderate and dignified man- 
ner than was usual for him. Ills looks revealed bis feelings— 
his words proved them. Poor man 1 who could have a heart 
to blame him for the partial severity of his eye and tone, as ho 
remarked — 

" It is DOW almost eight o'clock and next to nothing has 
been done, and small prospect that any thing will be done. I 
may appear to be officious and oat of my place, but for the 
honor of your sex and tbe cause, I will assume the responsibil- 
ity — if you please to call it bo — of making one more su^ps- 
tion, wbiob is, that you proceed at once to huainess, if you 
have any business to transact, and if not, that you adjourn 
without delay. A short time since, an indefinite nnmber of ' 
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ladies bad the floor, M eager to present resolatioiu, and veil 
_ imlruded do doubt bow to demean tbemsolves ; but nov, wBen 
it is well understood, bj all who have an; acqaaintance with 
publio meetings, that the pereon who moves the appointment 
of a cominit(«8 ia alwajs made the cbairman, or placed at the 
bead of it, no one seems disposed to make the motion. This 
may be the result of modest; or a want of oourage." 

Xtm. All-tongue iaterrnptdng. " 0, 1 remember, that's just 
what my bnsband told me, to get up and more, exactly as be 
wrote it, and to be sure and have it right, I'll read it : 

"'On motion of Mrs. Cbloe All-tongne, a committee of 
' was ■ppoint«d to draft resolutions ezpressive of the 

sense of the oonvention.' 

" There, the fool, he's left out something. Its just like the 
blunderhead. He never does aoj thing right. A smart triok 
indeed — go and borrow the money to bear my expensea clear 
here, and leave that out — I'll — I'll — just wait till I get borne, 
that's all. Send ma here to make a dunce of myself. He did 
it on purpose, tbe villain, I know he did." 

The renmnder of her remarks, which were continned at 
some length, were not distinctly audible ; from what oonid be 
gathered, tbey seemed to threaten somethiug of a caudleistic 
nature. 

Our reverend friend had by this time subsided into bis usual 
frame of amiable composure, sorry that be bad allowed his feel* 
iDg8 to <ri^t tbe bcti<jr of him, and resolved not to let the sun 
rise upon his indijjnution und disgust. With the meekness of 
Moses and tbe patieoca of Job, a very martyr to tbe canse, be 
calmly essayed one more suggestion. 
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" It seems to me," he remarked, " if I maj be allowed to 
add a word, that in order to expedite business, what Mrs. All- 
tongue has just said, had better be regarded bb a motion, though 
somewhat Jnfocmal, and that if it be secooded and oanied, as 
I hope and tmst it will be, the chair may as well exercise its 
discretion b; the appointment of a suitable number." 

He eat, and ulence reigned around. Anon, rising slowly, 
and with infinite amiability he resumed : 

" I feel a very deep interest in the cause of " woman's rights /' 
therefore I came, and have remained here so long, to the annoy* 
ance of some it may be, bat with a sincere desire to aid the ladies 
in their noble enterprise. I am now under the necessity of 
leaving, and hope to hear a good report of the doings of tbe 
oonrention during the remainder of its sesdon. My ri/mpa- 
ihie» are with you. I bid you '^ooii tpetd,"' and with the 
gait and ur of real beneTolenoe, the good Doctor took hie hat 
and his departure. 

" Good riddanoe more like !" exolumed Mrs. All-tongue, as 
the door closed behind him ; ■< I'm glad his lordship is gone. 
He has kept us here all day and a good share of the night 
doing nothing. There will be something done now, and first 
and foremost I'm going to pass my resolutions. Three cheers 
for freedom from the ' oppression and tyranny of men.' " (In>- 
mense cheering and swinging of bonnets and handkerchiefs.) 

Miu. Pfndergrati. "If I may be allowed to express my 
feelings, I think Mrs. All-tongue is making herself vury con- 
spicuous here, and tLat she would appear fall as well if flie 
had a little Uu tongue, or at least if she didn't use it quite eo 
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i/r«. AU-tongue. " 0, Aeu I I Buppose yon tihink, because 
you're a mercbaDt'e daughter, you'rea great deal better tban any- 
body else. Toar fiither better pay my man for the very sboeB on 
your hooks now, and vrbich I bound myself. I think it would 
look quite as well, Miss Sal. Peodergraas. There ! I guesa 
yon'll let me alone aAer this and mind your own bueinass. If 
you don't, I'll Ull what I heard at the tea-party tother a'rter* 
noon. Your lather haint got no stored There isn't saoh ar- 
ticles as lace and mnsjins in it? Sam Jonas aint his clerk f 
But we all promised not lo say a word about it, and I shan't, 
if you'll only let me alone." 

The PresideTil. "I think the lady ought to Ull. Ita all 
among ourselves, and we'll agree to keep it perfectly still." 

Mi*t PendergTott. " Ita all a lie. I wasn't in the store 
that night. Its a downright falsehood, made of whole cloth, 
just for revenge and nothing else. I never had any snch thing. 
Mrs. All-tongue wasn't in the room when Mrs. Ogle told It, 
and there wasn't a single woman there that believed a sylUble 
of it." 

Mi*» Boiton. Mrs. President, I have not as yet troubled the 
convention with any remarks. It was my design, with the 
permission of the house, to take some humble part in its pro- 
ceedings. I have had the honor of being prenent on several 
umilar occasions, but never before have I witnessed so large 
and enthusiastic an assemblage. Many hours have waat«d 
away and it is late, yet not too late to accomplish much if the 
time be profitably employed. I would, therefore, move that a 
committee of three he appointed to prepare an address, to be 
flubmitted to the people. I hope that some lady will second 
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the motion of Mrs. AU-tongue, and I doubt not it nill receive 

a uDanimoos vote." 

"I will second the motion of Miss Boston," said Mrs. Pea- 
body. 

"I second the motion of Mrs. All-tongae," iatemipted 
Mrs. Winkle; "and I will lead mj reaolutions and have them 
passed on at once." 

Mm Botton. " Mrs. President, it seems to me that the 
question had better be put, without further delay." 

" I put the question," sud the chair. 

"Aye," said the convention. 

Mm B . " Will it not be beat now for the ohair to ap- 
point, say seven LtHies, as the committee on resolutions, and let 
them retire f" 

The Chair. "I nominate Miss Primrose and " 

"That is hardly courteous to Mrs. All-tongue," siud Misa 
Boston. " AccordingVo all cnstom she should be pat at the 
head of the committee." 

"I was going to pother there," replied the chBir-woman, 
pettishly, " and should, if you had let me alone. I wilt put 
j/ou there and make you retire, if you interrupt me again." 

"I beg pardon of the president, if I have offended," stud 
Miss Boston, mildly; "I certainly intended no disrespect." 
- Mia Primrote said, " I have no partioular objection, Mrs. 
President, of belonging to the committee, bnt I must positively 
decline the honor of being the cbunnan, or chair-tcoman I 
should have stud. First on account of my age and incompe- 
tency, and secondly, because I think like the lady last np, that 
honor belongs to Mra. All-toogne, as the mover of the rcaoln- 
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tion. Id order tbftt harmon; may attend oor delibendoiu, I 
hope Mrs. All-tongue may be appointed leader of the com- 
mittee. 

The Chair. " Well, if it Bnits you any better, I name 
Mrs. All-tongue." 

" There, Mrs. All-toDgue," said Miss Pendergrass, in.an au- 
dible voice, "I guees you're satlsGed now, and ready U) retire; 
jnst what yon ought to have done long ago, fta the credit of 
the cause and your own too." 

The Chair. " I hope ladles will leave their hicberiDgB till 
they get home. Let them settle their difficulties there, if they 
must have them. Silence the house while I finish the com- 
mittee." 

The house was silent and the committee completed in the 
appointment of 

Mrs. All-tongue, 
Mrs. Winkle, Miss Primrose, 

Mis Peudergraas, Mrs. Peabody, 

Miss Eilduff, Mrs. Elood-good. 

After suitable instmotioQ from Miss Boston, as to thetr 
duties and the conventional meaning of the word " retire," 
which they did not seem readily to comprehend, the immortal 
EETEN were conducted to the committee room. Theysat with 
dosed doors, and as no one was admitted to their conference, 
we cannot, at present, report their proceedings, but should we 
chance to leom them, the public shall not tail to receive a 
record, bo much to be priied, of the doings of that secret 

Miu Boifon. " Mrs, President, I believe my motion is now 
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in order for die appointment of a oommittM of three, to pre- 
pare an address, and I would like to have the ezpreauon of the 
house Qfon it." 

The Chair. " The hooeo is at perfect liberty to expretw 
itself." 

Milt B . " I mean I wonid like to haTe the prendent 

put the question." 

The Chair. " Well, if that is what you mean, why didn't 
yoa say so ? I like to see people make tbemselTes intelligible. 
I put the motion." 

" Aye," said the convention. 

"Miss Boston, Mrs. Freeman, and Miss Kiogsley, constituted 
the oommittee. I and my colleague Miss Eingsley, said Mrs. 
Froeman, have had the pleasure of hearing an address already 
prepared by the chairwoman. We cordially approve it, and 
desire that it be read as the report of the oommittee." 

" The head of the committee will please to read us their re- 
port," said the president. 

Mi$» Botton. "It gives me great pleasure to find that tbe 
address whioh I hare prepared with considerable oare, is fully 
approved by the other members of the oommittee, with whom 
I have the honor to be associated. I can but express my thanks 
for the unexpected and unmerited compliment. With these 
preliminary remarks, your committee would report the fol- 
lowing 

" ' Addrttt to the Fullw in hehalf of Womaa'i RighU: — 

" ' Progresuoo, Improvement, Civilization, and Equality, are 
tbe four ruling words of the age. The first two, though in one 
sense ^onomons, are nevertheless distinct in their particular 
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■p[^e>tioii. llieae four words are the qnidniple Power, the 
oompoaad Lever, with which Uie world hu beeo turned np-dde 
down, or rather rig^t-ade up, and they are now couTerted into 
the msjeatio wheels which are rolling the mighty oar of Erenta 
on to its destany. These prinuples are the dominant forces, 
which, especially for the last half oentury, hare issaed in the 
rapid, accelerated, almost miracaloaB adranoement of society 
in cTuy department of physical, intellectnal, and moral activity. 
And all this, selfish man arrogates to himself He elaiine to 
be CD^neer, condnctor, and soperintendent of the train, and 
that iDoman is noUiing bnt the lumbersome haggagt. 

" ' Now we diapste this claim with him, and propcee to dis- 
coBS its merile. In doing bo, we shall maintain — 

" < Firil, That this new impulse in human improrement had 
its real origin, not in man tut in viomam. 

" ' Seamdli/, That tooman and not man has oontribnled most 
to its adrancement, and 

'" Thirdly, That woman is equally, if not more capable than 
man of oontinuiug this progress to an indefinite limit of time 
and degree.' 

" These three propositions we shall oonaider very briefly, for 
it needs little more than the bare statement of so manifest a 
truth, to cany con^ction to every honest mind, and snch 
only may we hope to reach. We invite attention therefore 
while we restate and establish onr position : 

" ' Proposition fir»t. The modem impulse in science and 
improvement originated ofaiefly, not in man but in ukwkhi. 

■' ' We are fully aware that we are met at the outset by man, 
'armed to the teeth,' and backed by l^ioqs of inventions and 
9 
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discovarieB, of patent rigbts and copjrights, of literaij and 
Boientifio diplomu, &ad profesaioniJ insignia, with the Bt«am- 
boata, nilroads, telegraphs, and ship of state at their command 
— truly a most imposing array, and agunst which it may ap- 
pear the part of folly aod madness for ns to contend; bat be it 
remembered, ' the race is not to the swtft, dot the battle to the 
strong.' We have a maganne set, which needs but to be 
tonohed, and this mighty host, with their monitions and in- 
trenchments are blown into chaoa. This maganne ia the power 
of IrvA, and the torch we hold to ignit« it, the Jreedom of 
(peecA. When, we ask, did the mind of man emerge from ita 
stale of imbedli^, and, putting on strength and activity, enter 
upon the march of improvement? Not till woman pat forth 
her natjve energies to cast off tht yoke and hurst the chains 
of ber oppression. Not till members of oar sez, in spite of 
their serfdom, sprin^ng from obscnrity like stars &om the 
bosom of night, and ascending with growing loster, became 
new planets ensphered in the inlellectoal heavens, and in the 
presence of whose radiance the old members of the ayitem 
grew pale. Hence, not from pare spontaneonsness, bat alone 
tltrongh fear of lodng the scepter of his power and the crown 
of his glory, man leaped np and, girding himself, mshed forth 
to his achievements, taking good care to herald them abroad 
with the soand of his own trampet. Jast as the Saltan or the 
Ciar, to prop their tottering thrones and sappress the npriung 
of repnbltoanism, stud the empire with bristling bayonets and 
spread the royal banners from every tower as the manifesto of 
their sovereignty. Had it not been for the fear of losing his 
snpremacy, not to this hour woold man have known any near- 
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reckon from the grave of his ignorance ud weaknesa. It ia 
therefore plain that teoman wis the pTocDring oanse or the 
virtaal origin of the upwird derelopmeDte of the present oen- 
tar;." (BnrBta of applause.) 

" ' PropoiitioD seconif . . Woman,andnolma»,hatcoiUribttted 
mott to the proyrem of the age :— 

" 'Ab woman TU evidently the mainspring to human actJnly, 
she must of course be regarded as the norma) force, not only of 
the first impnise, but also of its oontinuanoej for withdraw the 
propelliDg force from the great machine of society, and every 
thing would at once subside into a deiul atand-still : undeniably, 
woman is the motive power of the world. What, we would 
ask, makes the world great ? Its great men, they will answer 
— graatit. But whence the great mmf What fashioned 
Ihe Spnrtan heroes f Their Spartan motkert. What made 
Generol Washington great? General Washington's mother 
What gave John Adama hig towering position in the hislory of 
our country's independence 7 Jobn Adams' ici/e. Wbatledtbe 
son, John Quincy, to become the prince of wisdom in America, 
if not in the world? The influence of John Qnincy Adams' 
mother. Soof ttie vast majority, if not all, of the great, the wise, 
and the good among men. The inheritance of their renowned 
destiny was bequeathed to them, not by their sirea, but by their 
mothers. Female influence is the key that unlocks the bidden 
stores of knowledge and fills the world with illustrious charac- 
ters, which constitalea the wnrld's greatness. But besides 
making the greet mra, woman hasma^e hertel/ grent, towering 
as high and wenving for herself a diadem as bright as any of 
the in.'pircd lords of creation, and that too in defiance of the 
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nniQeroaB aDd appkreDtly ingnpenble obntacles throTO serosa 
iier-patb, by ber eovioua oppressor. If we search the records 
of bistory, where find we brighter names, or examples more 
illiutriouB, than those of female genius? What general more 
renowned for militaij prowess, than Joan of Arc, or Cleopatra, 
that gtgantio titaness on the tented field f The empire of 
Bnsua, OTershadoiriDg and threatening to absorb the east- 
ern oontinent, is hat a l^acj to Nicholas the Great, from 
the Empress Catharine. What periods in the history of the 
Anglo-Saxon race more rich in splendid acbievements of 
thought and action, than the reigns of £lixabetb and Victori&F 
In fine, were we to select a champion from either sex, and after 
the manner of the ancients, send them into the arena to settle 
the qneslion of superiority fnr tbuir re!>pcctiTe parties, the 
combatants are at hand. Napoleon Bonaparte b, nearly by 
common consent, prooounccd the most stupendoos prodigy of 
a man that the world has ever seen. Yet waa Josephine more 
than his compeer. Site, and not the Great Napoleon, wag in 
chief the stability of the imperial throne. He was indeed 
the emperor, bnt she, in reality, governed the people. He led 
his armies to victwy, and 'disposed of courts, and crowns, and 
oamps, and ohnrohes, and cabinets, as if they were the titnlar 
dignitaries of the chess-board 1' But every where, an.d at all 
times, Josephine was his presiding genius, and her presence 
the prestige of success. When abjured by his ambition, sba 
withdrew from bis support, how soon was the 'mighty &lten!' 
He struck from the firmament his guidiog star, and the mighty 
mariner, wrecked amid darkness and tempest, miserably perished 
on his desolate sea-girt rook ! 
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" < Such is Koman. Let her but retire, and Samson's streagth 
is departed I Deny it wbo will, the truth remaiDS, that not 
merely !n the domestic fabric, but in the gloriooa structure of 
the vorld's history, troman fornis both the fouadation and 
tofKiDOEt stone." (Repeated bursts of applause.) 

'"Proposition thii-d. Wmnan U egvallj/, i/ not more capa- 
ble than man of carrying forward the procea of humati im- 
provement to an indefinite limit of time and degree : — 

'"This follows as a natural and inevitable. coDcluaion from 
the two preceding propOBitioos, and is little less than self-evi- 
dent truth. Ilence, it needs scarcely more than its simple 
announcementj to carry conviction to every candid mind. It 
is a philosophical axiom, that < like causes produce like effects.' 
If therefore, as we have seen, woman was the potential ori^n 
and equally the promoter of human activity in the various de- 
velopments of the past, it must follow with the certainty of 
consequent to its antecedent^ that she is also competent to 
carry the world forward to the termination of its glorious and 
sublime destiny. And such we must believe to be her mission, 
unless indeed the constitution and order of nature be changed, 
which, however, can never happen, since the laws of mind and 
of matter are as fixed as the Being who made them. Here we 
rest the argument as a triumphant demonstration of the justice 
of our cliums and the surety of their success. 

" ' Nature, justice, eternal truth and right, constitnte the 

tower of our strength and the rock of our safety. We unfurl 

our banners and 'hang them on the outward wall.' Our proud 

pennant, nailed to the mast, floats on the breeze. The contest 

6* 
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hutens. Our emftncipatJon draws nigh. The daja of deapotia 
man are Dumbered. Then 

'Strike I je heroinet in thnll ; 
Strike '. till the tjnat foe shall fall ; 
Strike 1 fast uid hard, both one uid all ; 
Slrikt '. for Freedom and Woman's Rights, 
(U abounded applavae.) 

Tbe Euldreaa ma adopted with a shont, that made the raf^era 
of the building tremble. 

Tbe coraioittod on rcsolutiona retarncd. Mrs. All-lon^e 
inquired the occasion of such a " big noiae," and learning the 
cause, she demanded a reconaideralion of tbe vote, that she 
might add the power of her voice in the passage of a measure 
BO loudl; called for and so unspeakablj important. However, 
reluctantly waiving her inatienablc right of being heard, in 
obedience to tbe call fur the report of the eommittee, Mrs. 
All-tongoo submitted as follows : 

" Jffrt. President, and ladtet of the convention : — 

" We found that each of ua had a lot of resolutions, aod 6nallj 
■greed to pass them all and take them home with ua ; but I ahall 
report only what follera, wbioh I've collected together aa a kind 
of sum total of the whole. 

" < First. Beaolved — That wo all join bands and do op the 
work which we have U> do 

" ' Second. Resolved — That the followiug petition be circu. 
laled all over the State and seat to the Legislature. 

" ' Third. Resolved — That it incorporates the feelings and 
determination of this convention. 
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"'Tothe Lrgidatwe of New York : — 

" 'The under-vriters claim to represeDt that the subject &mil- 
iarljIcDown and geDcrallj ridicnled under the ntme of "Woman's 
Kghts," is DOW greatly coavulsing the female publlo — that 
the; have viewed with nnavftilable sorrow and oooanooal dis- 
gnst, for a long time past, the existence of the oanses that make 
this petition called for. Yonr petitionets therefore not only 
decently ask, but positively demand, that a lav shall be imme- 
diately passed, ^ving the women a right to vote; making 
them feasible to plnoes like yon ; and all other offices which the 
people have got to pvc, whereby they may rise to that elevation 
so cordial to their feeliogs, so natural to their nature, so bene- 
ficent to their welfare, and so iu keeping with the object of 
their creatjon ; and that we may be distinctly undetslood, we 
appeal and declare in the expressive language of the bard — 

" Shonld yon otherwise decree. 
The direful oonseqaeoce will be 
IHminiBheil popuUtiOD; 
And this with ddb ni^ord we say. 
If ' wemitn'B rights' are thrown awaj. 
Is our detemdoatioD.' " 

Tha reaolntions were passed unanimously, and followed with 
uproarious cheering. 

It was now nearly midnight, and the convention, with the 
best of good feeling, adjourned ti'ite die, the ladies, as might be 
supposed, respectively waiting npon the gentlemen to the 
" ohipe." 
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•■ TlM uqiilriDE iptrit wDI nl In eoBtnlL^ 
W* would Buk* aMtm >D, ul lU balnld.' 

BUSINESS cotupleted tad curiosity indulged in tbo gnat 
ottj of Wonders, Badger turned his face faomewsrd. Ab- 
sorbed in the morning chronicles of the preceding day's events, 
pT«gnttnt irith the destiny of man and woman kind, he sat in 
the raiboed car when Miss Boston entered, whom, as she was 
passing, he politely invited to occopy the seat beside him, 
promising her protection from indignity or rudeness. Sbe 
readily accepted, remarking that she recognized him at the 
Taberoade, and was much gratified in seeing him there, to 
which he replied by eipressing equal satisfaction at being pre- 
sent. After various remarks relative to the dty, its growth, 
its commeroe, its wealth, its amusements, lus., &o., their con- 
rersadon naturally turned into the channel of "woman's 
lights." 

" What did you think of the convention, rar T" asked Miss B. 

" I thought it was a big one," replied be. " What did yoa 
think of it, Mias Boston J" 

" There were many very foolish and some very sensible peo- 
jJe there. But that is the case, ur, with all popular assem- 
(104) 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



FoLLiKS or TBI XIXth Ckktubt. 106 

blies. Nor is tt at all Borprising. Indeed it is, and id tbe 
natnre of Uud^ it must be so, while tbe present custom bolds, 
and men tend tbeir wives and dangbteis loaded witb addresses 
and resDlntions aad instraetions to make themselvM oonspicn* 
008 and gain notoriety. Not that these vrnntn are so much 
to be blamed. They are under tbe oontrol and direotion of 
tbeir husbands and fiitbers and brothere. Th«j/ have been 
kept in a great meaaure secluded from society, — I mean the 
every day matler-of-&ct society of the business as well as tbe 
social world. And more especially bave they been denied a 
place in deliberative bodies, where alone any person can acquire 
a theoretical and practical knowledge of the routine of parlia- 
mentoiy proceedings. Pardon me, ar, if I appear to monopo- 
lize the conversation. That is proverbially one of woman's 
vnqiiettionahle rights yon know. Besides the tubject is my 
apoI(^, if one is needed. Yon see I am entering a plea in 
behalf of my sex for tbeir general want of familiarity with the 
ordinary method of transacting business of a public character. 
As I said, they have been (brever ostracised from all participa- 
tion in tbe counsels of public bodies. And tbea you oould 
not have failed to discover tbe absence of independence on the 
part of almost, if not quite, all of the ladies in tbe convention. 
Strictly speaking, they were not delegates, but reprttetUativei, 
for they umply re/tected their hittbands Aad /athert. 

They dare not go contrary to the inatmctions of tbeir liege 
lords if they had been so disposed. I have attended a large 
number of conventions in tbe last few months, but In character 
very different from this one. They were composed of dele- 
gate*, free-thinking, independent, strong-minded delegates, not 
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rtpreienlativei, or mere antomatons, the pasdre, pliant tools 
of the men. I have obeerred much in coouecdon witb tlui 
subject and meditated enough, much more than enoagh, to 
oonviDco me of the propriety and jtutioe of our cause, bat 
never— I must aaj it — never have I eeen or thought of any 
thing in relation to this question vhioh baa impressed me M 
seriously as this convention. Why only think of it, sir I hun- 
dreds of women there who never in tbeir lives before had been 
tuffered to attend a convention as spectators even, much less 
to participate in one ! And what a humiliating spectacle was 
there presented I That of itself settles tbe question, and ren- 
ders our success sure and speedy." 

"I am entirely satisGed," eagerly intermpted Badger; "I 

know and have ever since I saw" tbe remembrance of 

bis adventure on their downward trip, at that instant arrested 
him, in the middle of his sentence. 

" Since you saw wbat, at ?" inquired Miss B . 

" You'd get right up and leave me, if I should answer you, 
■0 I'd have no chance to tell you about it." 

" No, sir, I promise to hear you through, provided you speak 
in respeotful language." 

" Sinoe I saw the spirit of tbe mermud, then," he added — 

" Spirit of the mermud ! " repeated she, with a hearty fem- 
inine laugh, and a look which left no doubt as to her opinion 
of the spirit seer. 

" Well, if I'm to be hingbed at in this way, I'll see if I 
oan't find another seat," said he, with the tone and air of in- 
sulted feeling, and rising (o depart. 

" Fudon my impoliteness, sir; I really intmded no oflensa. 
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I promise you Qot to lugh agiin, tlioiigh it most be oooressed 
there is somethiag comical sboat it. I bsve witoessed 'spir- 
itual demonstnitioiis' and am called a believer, and a vetj 
good ' medium ' b«tide«, bnt oever before did I bear of tbo 
spirit of a mermaid. I sboald as soon expect the spiiits of 
aDitnals." 

"Well, I've heard them too," said he; "and the avfiilest 
racket that ever was made." 

Again Miss B broke into a fit of laughter. 

" Toa needn't make sport of me, for I did," penisted 
Badger, with wounded pride. 

" I was not laughing at you," answered she, " bnt only at 
my own thoughts. Sir, yon understand what a mennud isT 
if there ever was such a thing in existence, which, to say the 
least, is extremely doubtful." 

" I've heard something about them, ma'am, but I don't 
know any thing except what she told me." 

" Well, sir, allow me to say, the most authentio accounts we 
have of the animal, makes it a kind of fabnlona oreatnre, an 
iuhabitant of the ocean, part woman and part fish, but of the 
two, I should think, rather the more JUhy." 

" That tool her I saw then. She said she need to lire in 
the ocean and set on a rock, and see tiie ships go by and men 
in 'em, and she told me just what yon did the other day." 

" Pray, sir, when and where did you see her f " 

"T'other night, in my room. She came twice. The firat 
time she didn't stay only a minute, bnt she sud she would see 
me again the next evening; and she did, after all were asleep, 
and she stood a good while and talked to me, and told me all 
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about Woman's Rigktt ind the men, and bow they abused the 
womeD, and sboat the Bpirit l&nd, where she said she cope 
from, and how the women rnled the men there, and boWBpirita 
come to get away to come to earth. She said the feniale 
spiriU tiroke loose, because the men tormented the women to, 
down here ; and a great tuany other things. I wish you could 
only have seen and heard her as I did," said our bachelor, with 
great rapidity and emphasis, his eyes, with % marvelous glare, 
BtandiDg quite out of his head. 

" Ton seem very earoest, sir," wud she. " A strange story 
you are relating. You saw her twice did jou ? " 

" Yes, I did, as true as I live." 

"And ^elalkedl" 

" Yes, both dmes, but a good deal the most the second time." 

"Did any one else see her?" 

" No, not anybody. She said she come to me, because I 
bated the women, and told me to look out and heed and listen 

"And you did?" 

" I guess I did. I beard every word as plain as day." 

" And saw her all the Ume ? " 

" To be sure I did. I was looking right straight at her, and 
she right strught at me. 0, bow handsome she was I " 

" Did she have on costume F " 

"I don't know. She bad a sight of real pretty ringleti, 
and they oome clear down to the floor, and covered her almost 
all over, and I thought she had on something that looked like 
thin gauze or muslin." 

" She Uood on the floor ? " 
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"No, she didn't Btaod on anj thing, but just ts a feather 
does in the air, or a fish in the water." 

'" How she came oi bow she went yon eannot tell 1 " 

"No; the first thing I saw of her, she was standing right 
before ine, and she went awaj jost as qaick. She went right 
oat in the storm." 

"A Btonnj night, was it?" 

"Yes, the run poured down in pails-Ail and it thundered 
and lightened awfulljr." 

" Did anj thing else happen ? " 

" I gness there did. Every thing in my room was all at 
once bopping about and turned topsy-turvy, and as quick as 
sbe come it all come right again. I was sitting on the foot- 
board," and from thia point he proceeded to give a full ac- 
count of the sacne on (hat wonderful nighL 

Miss BoBtoQ having attendvely heard him through, re- 
mained for some time in thoughtful sileaoe. At lost she said 
to herself — 

" Strange 1 — very strange I — this must be so — there is noth- 
ing impossible in it after all j" then tuning to him, " And sbe 
told you that woman was going to rule veiy soon T " 

" Certainly she did, and said she told it to me from the spirit 
land, and prophesied it too." 

" And do you believe it t " 

" I know it." 

" And this is what you wished to tell me, on our way down T " 

" That's just what I meant." 

"I had met with eo many insutte that day, that I hardly 
knew when I was treated respectfully. I very much regret 
10 
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tny leaving joa u I did, and unoerely beg joar pardon, «r, for 

my rode behavior toward jou." 

Time had passed bo insendblj, that they were soarcel; aware 
of tuviag left the depot, before " Foughkeepaie" waaannonnced 
bj the ooDdnclOT. 

"I QioBt leave joa here, sir," said Misa B , "as I am 

to address an audience at this place, this evening." Wishing 
her sacoess, aod expreaang the hope of seeing her again, with 
a friendly shake of the hand, thej bade each other farewell, 
and parted. 

Stopping in Albany, for a short time, Amaziah chanced to 
Spy an advertisement in flaming letters. 
"FlTBll FiTsUl 

"A tare cure for fits, adapted to aU age$, cvnditiont, and 
prxet, e^tecially to temtiea. Sole affenty for the Stale of New 
Tork U" 

The idea at once struck him that it was just the thing for 
his good landlady, Mrs. Wilsou, and thinking she might expect 
a present, he stepped into the offioe and inquired for the " rem- 
edy for fits." The clerk very politely informed him that they 
had afoto boxes left, and placing them on the counter, advieed 
him, by all means, to take the " lot," protesting that they were 
invaluable, and could be bad nowhere else, that if he should 
not happeu to want them all himself, he could very readily di»- 
puie of them. Gouoting tbem, he said there were eighty-three 
boxes, and if he would take the quantity, he would call them 
eighty, and put them at twenty cents a box, though the usual 
price was twenty-jtiw! cents. 

Oar benevolent bachelor thought he would hardly find nse 
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for so amny, but ts thej were o&ered at subh a bargain, he 
finally took tbe "lot." With his pills Btoved in his pooketi 
and several advertisements in bis hat, he was soon under way, 
and reached home in safety. 
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THE sable goddess had spread ber black maDtle nhen Bad. 
ger, laden witb Boadry budgets — nem Mid pills forming the 
staple — a]tgbt«d at bis boarding-bouse. CoDtnu^ to bis antici- 
patioa, tbere was nooe to greet bim but Dinah. Wilson had 
gone into the conntiy to purchaie a row. Mn. Wilson, in 
eoinpany witb ber mantua-maker, a maiden lady, was attending 
a meeting at the chnrch — as Dinah expressed it, "a meet'n 
ob de citizeDB, to spress dar pinion oh some men in New Yawk, 
dst MissoB was read'n bont in de papar. Missus tell yon all 
boot it wben she come." 

Dinah — ^benevolent heart — spread the table witb nice warm 
refreshments. Badger supped and Bought bis room. Over- 
come witb &tigue, in conjnnotion witb tbe law of babit, he 
went early to bed and quickly fell into a sound sleep. Tbe 
meeting broke up at a late hour. Dinah, like a faithful ser- 
vant, anxious to be up betimes in the morning, had gone to 
rest, wben her mistress and tbe mantna-maker returned. They 
of course must have their chat in relation to tbe meeting and 
matters in general, so that tbe " big hour " arrived before tbey 

were ready to retire, Mrs. W instructed her frieod that 

(112) 
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^e eould occupy the same tpartment as before. The mantiU' 
maker alleging the farightnesa of the evening qnito eqnal to 
that of daj, declined a proffered ligbt> And vitb the mntmd 
wishes of " pleneant droame," proceeded to her lodgings. Her 
Digbtly toilet completed, vith Uie excepdon of sometbiug 
under her pillow, whither she thrust one hand and at the 
fiame time throwing open the sheets with the other, in the im- 
petuosity of extreme haste, her foot was on the mde-rati ready 
for a vault into the bosom of repose, when with a ehrielc that 
proved the soundness of her Inogs, she bounded from the 
room and down stairs, at every leap Bcreamiog " mwrt/er/ 
murder t" 

Started from his slumber, yet but half awake, and thinking 
surely the house must be in flames. Badger i^praog upon the floor, 
threw his morning gown about him, rubbed his eyes and 
rushed after her, crying "Jire I fire ! " As he passed the sec- 
ond fioor, Mrs. Wilson bursting inte the ball, frightened quite 
ontof her wits, fell in behind him, and in her headlong descent 
£lled Dp the chorus with "murder!— Jire! — help!" Bachelor, 
landlady and old audd, all landed in a promisonous heap, at the 
foot of the sburs. Diaab who happened just then to- have a 
wakeful turn, bad instantly strack a light, and with formidable 
courage, came shuffling into the hall, exclaiming — 

" lior a migh^, wat he de matter, wat mean all die drefnl 
(usion here ? " 

The hoarders, aronsed by the clamor, began to mtke their ap- 
|>earance, to leun the cause of this tuiduight alarm, in their 
semi-nude and nightly regalia, while here and thete were seen 
nigbt-oapa timidly peering through the several doors. Slean- 

. io«- ■% 
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while Mrs. Wilson and the mantii&-m>ker — the Utter in partic- 
ular, more dead than alive — ^had encceeded in extricating them- 
^Tes from tho melet and guned a place of refnge, leaTing onr 
bRhelor alone in a Btata of bewilderment. 

" Bress me, Missor Badger, am dat 70U 7" sud Dinah, 
holding np the candle and rabbing her eyes to assure herself 
of his identity. " Wat for, sir, yon rais'n «ch a Bturbance 
dis o'clock oh de night, to skeer eb'rj bodj to def." 

"I — I don't know, Dinah," stammered the frightened man ; 
" jomebody came to my room and woke me up, crying 'mur- 
der,' and I ran down to see what it was." 

His Toice being recognized by Mrs. Wilson, the mystery 
waa readily nnraveled. In his absence, she bad as a matter of 
convenience, in accordance with the liberty often exercised in 
public houses as well as private — assigned the mantna-maker 
the temporary occupancy of his dormitory. Be wss iincon> 
■doos of the arrangement, tbey of his return, and hence the 
aboTC innocent, yet almost critical adventnre. 

Further explanation was nnneceesary. With manifold ooch- 
inations, those who had oome to the rescue, retnmed to their 
quarters — the nightcaps vanished — Badger vamosed — and the 
mantna-maker 'turned in' with the landlady, for the remain- 
derof the night. But the denoument was not yet. Tbey had 
just composed themselves soundly to sleep, when Wilson re- 
turned. It was underetood that he should not be home till 
tiie next day, but Iiaving aocomplisbed the object of bis mis- 
sion, like good bnsbands in general, preferring the sacrifice of 
his rest to even a night's absence from his fitmily, he took up bis 
solitary ride and reached home at an early hour in the moning. 
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Oftintng silent entnuiM bj meaoB of bis uigbt-key — to ftvoid 
distorbiDg tha Blnmbera of tbe inm&teH — and his ikmilJantj 
with his owQ domicile preclading tbe oecemity of strikiDg » 
light, he very quietly retired, anobserTed by the heavy eleepers, 
and himself ignorant of the home arraogemeDts, except — to 
use bis own words — he thought hie " hotter half" had monopo- 
liced territory some degrees north of " Mason's and Dizon'a 
line," hot in the spirit of "oompromiac," he very peacefully 
occupied the unappropriated space, though at the great hazard 
of falling out of bed. A few moments, and all alike -had 
passed to the realm of forge tfulness. 

It was a late hour in tbe morning. Morphens seemed re- 
luctant to release his subjecta, and long held them in the 
smudging toils of drowsiness. The sqd, unable to look 
through, could barely peep by the edges of tbo heavy cartafns 
in faint and slender lines upon the dingy wall. At last tbe 
mantua-maker was awake, Wilson about half so, his wife 
^wned once. 

" How ashamed I shall he to see bim," stud Miss Hager, " I am 
thirty-five years old, end never before did I cut snch a caper." 

" 0, that's nothing, only a little mistake," drawled the land- 
lady, in her half conscious, dreamy state, as they lay ooiily 
with their faces to tbe wall. 

" He never'd known who it was, if yon hadn't made such a 
racket coming down stairs, and — if— Dinah hadn't come with 
— the — can — d — 1^-e," and she was in a drowse again. 

"What wovld folks say if they only knew it, Mrs. Wilson ?" 
earnestly exclaimed the troubled maiden : " I wouldn't have it 
known for the world." 
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"O, Mr. Badger is a nice man. He will keep it to bimself, 
and IMoah never tellt tales — jou know I never keep tattlera 

about me," replied Mrs. W , in a coDsolitaij tone, as she 

made another effort to come out of her sleepy fit. 

"Now don't, for mercy sake, tell your husband about it, 
will yon, I feel so awfully " • 

" Tbe devil you do," said Wilson, poering into the mantna- 
inaker's face. " What new cbam have you over there, wife ?" 

Misa Eagar uttered a cry as if oppressed by a score of 
nightmares, and giving tbe coverlets so violent a twitch over 
her bead as to leave her nether eztremitiea exposed — thus 
"lobbiag Peter to pay Paul" — she suddenly collapsed as if 
drawn together by a thousand cramps, with exclamations of 

" Oh, dear I Oh, dear me I What shall I do f What ikaU 
I dot" 

It seemed as if the frightened creature would absolutely 
shrink into nothing. 

" Why, husband, are you there V said Mrs. Wilson, now 
fairly opening her eyes. 

"Yes, wife, I'm right here." 

" I tbonght yon wasn't coming home last night. This is 
Miss Hagar, the mantua-maker. She thinks I belter have 

ibatgue. Miss Hagar, my husband, Mr. Wilson" bnt 

this formal introduction was not responded to by the unlucky 
spinster. 

There was still discoverable, on the book side, a diminutive- 
looking heap, bat the interjections bad subsided by degrees 
into a violent panting and low tremulous groans. 

" What's up between her and Badger, wife 7 A love aflair, 
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eh ! All right, all right. MiBs Btidger, I bope for a better 
tcquaiotaoce." 

"She made h little mistake last night," said the wife, and 
gi)t into his room. She " 

" yea, all right," intenupted ho. "Ao old haob— of 
fifty and a maiden od the ehadj aide of thirty-siz are apt 

" Dinah found out the mistake." 

" Wooder if Amaziah can tell the difTerence between a lire 
mantna-naker and her ei^? I'll inlerrogats him. Come, 
come, Mrs. Badger, doa't lie curled up there like a poattm. 
Yon're not dead yet. Guess you'll survive the shock. Most 
capital joke on Badg. though — capital." 

"Why, Mr. Wilson! you sha'nt talk so to her. It was 
only a mistake. She did'nt know he was io his room. Wo 
did'nt get home from the niceling till 'Icvcn or twelve," 

"All right — she could'nt, of conrwj, very welt expect he 
would ho there at tliat time of night. But 1 guess she'll sur- 
vive it. You take good care of her, wife, and I'll go and see 
whether Amasiah is dead or alive." 

The little mound by the wall seemed to be in spasms, like 
the shaking of a miniature carthr[uuko or a gnlvanic baltcry 
acting upon a pile of niu'tk'?, the only thing that now indi- 
cated animal life, save a fHint nionning sound. 

Wilson, hastily creeping into bis npparel, made his exit. 

The ma ntua- maker's form gradually relaxed from its rigid 
rotundity, and crawling timidly from her hiding place after her 
landlady, with nervous npidily she sheltered ber affrighted 
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modesty with hor virdrobe, meanwhile repeating to bcrself, 
" Oh, dear !" followed bj long, exhausting sighs. 

The good landlady endeaTored to cheer her, telling her not 
to miod it — that "nobody was to blame" — there wa«"no 
haim doDs" — that it was nielesa to 017 for ■' spilt milk" — be* 
sides, " accidents woold happen in the best of families," &o. 

This very innocent and harmless occurrence furDished a dish 
nicely adapted to Wilson's palate for <■ fiin-jottJDgs," and 
which, with occasional " hashing np and warming over," was 
sufficient to last for some time. Yielding to his ruling passion 
for sport, he took a cmel satisfacUon in misconstruing every 
attempted ezplanati<m, feigning himself ignorant, though well 
aware of the real facts in the case. He did not seek Badger, 
but, on the contrary, ftToided him, being nnwilb'ng to abat« 
the richness of the joke by allowing him any opportunity for 
eiplanstion. 

Auiaziah, methodical to rule, and feeling a peculiar preseure 
in the region of the lungs, sought out-door air, for the relief 
of his respiratory organs. Meedog the chambermaid, he said 
to her— 

" You mn; txkc thn^ thiogs od my (able and band them to 
Miss Hager." She proceeded in obedience to his directloo, 
and gathering them promiscuoDsty in her apron, was descend- 
ing the stairs, when Mrs. Wilson, who chanced to spy our 
bachelor making his exit from the front door, called out 

"Kate I" 

" Yes, marm 1" echoed tiie customary answer. 

" Go lo Mr. Badger's room and fetch the drcss-msker'B 
Ui^\.ii aud Mix.'' 
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" An euro, marm, I o&DDOt pal 'em out alooe," answered 
tbe ignortiat serrant ia her sarprise at the mandate. 

" Do as I bid yon ; etart, and don't be long about it neither." 

This diolttlonal addreu tcniohed Kate's " IrUh," and dia- 
lAarging the ooatenta of her apron in coafouos mi the slain, 
lest they shonld be in the way of falfilling her orders, and 
flirting baok, mmiaaged the roam thoroagbly, and returned 
to report nan al — not to be fooad. fintering the apartment 
occupied bj Mrs. Wilson and ber mantua-maker, on seeing tba 
latter bald and toothlen, she exclaimed— 

" An Bore, why didn't you tell me yon bad done it yourself. 
I Incked die room all over for her, an you was polUng her 
teeth and hair all out yourself, yon was, ma'am." 

" Yon stupid lont !" said ber mistress ; " I told yon" " 

" As be is gone," interrupted Miss Hayer, "you watoh for 
Mr. Badger, and I will run op myself and adjust them in his 
room before any body sees me. And away she flew, with the 
agility of a panther. Baking the ascent at half a doien strides, 
and on her aniv^ — consternation and grief! Her bcduty 
had indeed departed I Tbe alarm given, Mrs. Wilson hastened 
to ber relief. Every nook and corner, every trunk and 
drawer was ransacked, but tbe lost treasures where nowhere to 
be found. The fniilless search given over, the disappointed 

couple deocended again, Mrs. W to feel regret, and Miss 

H bewidowed of ber charms, to kment ber sudden and 

mi»t sore bereavement. 

In tbe meantime Kate had resumed ber sweeping, forgetful 
of the presents, till among the "odds and ends," covered with 
dost, and in a " beautiful snarl," she was about hmshiDg them 
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iDto the dust-pED ; vhen gatberiog them np she presented 
herself before the bereaved roantua-maker, saying, 

" Misthur Badger oome from New York yGstberday,aDbronght 
jon KMue presenths, he did marm, sn bade me gave em to yoa, 
an here tbey be, sure — nioe preseata them are, soie." Att 
she emptied ber apron into Miss Hager's lap, when lo 1 teetb, 
hair, and boxes met the astonished gase of the owner. Like 
the " presenths," Kate vanished. 

With npraised hands, and smiling throagh her t«ais, she wel- 
oomed back her departed charms, though presenting a some- 
what soiled diiikabiU complexion. Proper applications, however, 
readily restored their original luster, and under the enchant- 
ment of the toilet, baldness and toothlcssnSss soon reflourished 
in all the freshness and bloom of uaidun beauty. 

Breakfost was announced. The man tna- maker at first refosed, 
preferring the secnnd table, but finally yielding to persuasion, 
followed the landlady, who assured her that noae but ber hus- 
band knew "any thiugabont whoit was, and he wouldn't tell." 
Amaziah, too, would have preferred absence to his breakfast, 
hut wisely ooncloding the best way would be to meet the 
emergenoj boldly, his courage got the mastery, and he marched 
stnught forward, yet hardly able to conceal a faltering step. 
All were seated, the landlord "doing the honors of the table." 
The boarders oast significant glances at each other, and evi- 

dMitty, wiUi difficulty, restrained tlieir risibilities. Mrs. W 

thinking to display great generalsbip, and cover the retreat of 
the discomfited parties, hit upon the plan of an introdaotion, 
intending by tho very boldness of the manceuvre to oome a rente 
on the pursuers and decoy them into the belief that there wu 
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Deithor"gaiiie"Dorbootj; ia other words, to separate in the 
minds of the boardera all connectioo between the two leading 
actors of the last night's scene. This, it mnat bo confesaed, 
was the part of benevolence j bat whether it diaplayed equal 
viadom, is at least qaestiooable. Be that as it maj, hercourse 
was taken ; and fortunately, the poaitiou of the partiea, utting 
directly oppoaite each other, favored the dewgn. 

" Mr. Badger," laid Mrs, W , assamiDg an nnnatuml 

gravity in attempting to be simply serious, thus pointing and 
touching off the very guns she intended to spike, — "allow me 
the pleasure, sir, of making you acquainted with my firiend 
MIbh Hager." 

" I guess they're in a fair way to get pretty well acquainted, 
wife," remarked Wilson, significantly. A suppressed tittering 
went round the table. No one dare look up, for fear of an 
explosion. The drBss-maker's face rivaled the blushing rose. 
Badger looked dead blank. 

" Miss Hager, how is your appetite this morning f" asked 
Wilson, with comic sobriety, and without waiting for a reply 
served her very bountifully. 

" And now, friend Badger, I know what yon want. A good 
night's sleep has whet your appetite sharp — I can tell by your 
looks. I may be mistaken though, for 'mi'tia&a do happen in 
the best of families,' don't they wife ?" There was manifestly 
a oovert meaning in all this, not understood except by those 
initiated. The comer of Wilson's eye and the muscles of his 
mouth indicated more than his worOs conveyed. All were 
sensible there was something " in the wind" which had not 
been blown to them yet. But in the absence of more definite 
11 
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knowledge, some io rilence affected a very knowing look, wliils 
others in merciless sport demanded of the old Baob., if he was 
aoonstomed to catch the nightmare and, old Pntnam-like, rido 
down stursf He was "cornered," and though riddled with 
shot, Btood the charge bravelj, which fortunately diverted the 
attack from the less courageous victim on the opposite ude. 
It is fruitless to attempt a full description of the scene, but it 
may safely be said, that no one of the number contracted the 
dyspepsia that morning, unless it be Amauah and the dress- 
maker. 

" Well, Badger,' ' said Wilson, after breakfast, by way of re- 
lief to the poor fellow, "yonVe had a pretty hard siege since 
your return from the city. Suppose we tak^ a ride into the 
oonotry J A little airing will do you good — I guess the wo- 
men can spare us U)-dsy." 

Badger gUdly accepted. With whip and spur, they wera 
Boon under way. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

"BliB bi«g«l UhU pUIoBpUo ipMt, 
Whicb Fame >llow«l blm la iotairtt. 
To fli uid xUle ber optnlini 
Ai U 111 ii|hu ud lu dOBlolra.'* 

"I can c^l tpMU riran th* nMtj dnp." 
" WbT. B cu I. or K cu lay hum : 

But wOl thiT «a* irbaB rm do oJI (brm >' 

THE reader will recollect tlut we left MUs Boston >t Pongti- 
keep«e. She drew a Urge audienoe and created a favora- 
ble iniproHioD. Haviog ilso delivered lectureain HodsoD, Al- 
baoy, and Scheaectady, she retnroed id health and spirits. 
Her advent was qnicklj heralded through the town. Soon 
Mrs. Hudson, an intimate and believing friend, was annoanoed, 
who npOD fae&rJDg the report of the coDvention, lectnrea, &c., 

which Misff B had attended, proceeded to narrate the 

events which had transpired at home, in ber abseoce. 

It is proper to remark, that previoiu to Miss Boston's de- 
parture, " Sfiritualitm" had made its appearance in the 
ncighhorhood. Several meetings had been held and "demon- 
strations" rw«ive<l, resulting in the institution of "circles," 
as tiicy tennud ihciti, uieunbp, probably, the union of the visi- 
hlo and invisible worlds, thus con^^^tituting the great magnetic 
cycle, and hence the fitness of the appellation. However, 
the^ were not as jet so thoroughly organiEcd, or the conneo- 
(128) 
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tioD was not so perfectly formed as slwaja to secure the advent 
of the apirita. Sometimes the; were favored willi " demon- 
BtratJoaa," but were not eotirely salisGed as to their genaino- 
nesfl. A rap was heard on the side of the house, but might 
it Dot be ocoaioned by the wind which at the time was blow- 
ing a gale. Occasionally there were palpable iodications of 
tbe preaence of "apirita," but then tbey could uot be recalled, 
and this gave rise to no small variety of rhetoric and logic, re- 
sulting ID an equal variety of opinions. 

However, the "circle" was in its incipiency, and its re- 
peated failures could easily be accouDi«d for, in various ways 
— a misanderstaoding between tbe spiritualisis and the apirita 
— an absence or obstruction of Jnter-aphorical-communicolion — 
a want of ability or disposition on the part of the glmeis — 
these, and sundry other consideratioaa mundane, and super- 
mundane, were aufficient to have banished perplexity from tbe 
minds of tbe lelievert, reconciled their diecrepaocies and 
silenced the skeptioa, yet waa there doubt, anxiety, and rank 
unbelief. But dnnng the absence of Misa Boston, new light 
bad burst upon the benighted community, in relation to the 
mysterious rappings. A lecturer, one of the new lights of 
this extraordinary nineteenth century, made his appearanee, 
and promiaed for two shillingB a head to reveal the secret of 
calling apirita fVom the "vasty deep," alleging hia ability to 
make them come to any spot, day or niplit, in sunshine or in 
storm. This indeed was slnnige. But what was pn^i^ing 
Btrauge, they would do any thing at liis bidding, that ^ptc- 
tatots might desire, affording them profit aad amuFement to 
any amount, in kind and degree. If required, tbey would aet 
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tfao tables d&QciDg — teach writing — mathematioa — kngoagea 
— geography — in short, all the arte and icienoes, not only of 
thia " roandane sphere," but even commnataate by signs and 
hieroglyphicfl, which he would interpret, the geology, geogra* 
phy, topography, loology, paleontology, with all other oiogiet; 
not only the oomplete natural history, but the sooiat, ei\il, po- 
litical and ecolegiastical conatitution and developmenta of the 
seven anti-mundane or spiritual spheres. 

*' He told," siud Mrs. Hudson, " wherein we had not worhed 
it light — that we had at times ulutost heard the raps, but not 
knowing the secret i^n, were unable to succeed. One efening 
which he spent with ua, we invited in oome friends, and the thing 
being noised abroad, the room was fall. We afterwards held 
a very large meeting, which produced a wonderful stir." 

" It would hare given me much satisfaction to be present," 

remarked Miss B , with fixed attention and thoughtful 

oouDtenanoe. " Did any spirits but those of human beings 
appear ? " 

" We had no ' manifestations ' from any others." 

" Did be express any opinion in his lectures on that partio* 
nlar point f " 

"I think not Yes he did, too, say something about 

calling spirits from the ' vatly deep.' " 

" Did you understand him that he had done, oc that he 
could do soF In other words, did he speak of his experience 
or his Ikeorgf I feel some little interest on that snbject." 

" I do not remember exactly about that, but we are to have 
a ' drcle' at our house this evening, at seven o'clock preeue/j^. 
He said we most be very exact in the appointment, and pnno- 
U* 
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tnal to A second, or it might make a difieTeooe. I hope yon 
won't fuit to come, and we will ascertain how many kinds of 
spirita there are. We had a circle last eveoiDg, and the 
spirits told us tbey wonld be present to-night. I hitTe become 
BO deeply intereBt«d in the subject, that I can scarcely etteod 
to any thing else. Mr, Hudaoa, too, is all absorbed in it, and 
BO is neigbboar Taburg. Their bnainesa is hardly thought of. 
The lecturer took up his abode at our house, and gave me 
some lessons in private. O, he is a perfect love of a man 1 
Now yon will come, Miss Boston, won't you J Don't, for the 
world, disappoint us. 

" I will endeavor to be there." 

" And yon must be sure to come, just at the time precisely. 
Should yon happen to be a minute, or even a second, too bt«, 
it might keep the spirits away and spoil the circle." 

" I will try to be punctual," *»'<* Miss B , as Mrs. 

H departed, highly elated in anticipation of the inter- 
view, and surcharged with nervous excitement, though a very 
worthy bdy, by the way — honest, sincere, and well disposed, 
bat one easily led by stronger minds to do not only what was 
light, but possibly the reverse. 

Miss Boston was one of the remarkable women — intellectual, 
calm, reflecting, determiaed : she could not easily be jostled 
or turned adde from the onward and " even tenor of her way." 
She was never " subject tafiu." 

The hour arrived. The " circle," oonsisdog of a doien 
members and the spectators, were assembled. A la^ table in 
the center of the room, and the requisite number of chairs, 
were placed in order about it. Mrs. Hudson selected as " me- 
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diam " for the evening, thej at once nnged tbemseWes aTonnd 
the table. JoiniDg bands, Mrs. Hadaon gave directions for all 
to be perfectly still and pasuve until some spirit sbonld maoi- 
fest itself, vbich she was confident, if thej bad made no mis- 
take, would be in a short time. 

Fifteen mtnatcs silently elapsed without a demonatration, 
when Mrs. H inquired if thej were proceeding accord- 
ding to role. 

In reply, Mr. T thought they were, bnt something wu 

wrong — he would see if the door was locked, as the lecturer 
taught them there could be no ' manifestations ' without closed 
doors. Carefal scrutiny discovered it to be partly locked, a 
phenomenon quite explanatory of their &iturel The spirits 
are shy of open doori ! 

Again the ring, in other words the "circle," united hands 
fifteen minutes longer, bnt with like result, when the indcfaU- 
gable mediumt went into a general speculation npon the proba- 
ble causes of their disappointment At last it occurred to a 
young lady, ibat the lecturer bad said, or she thoaght he said, that 
the lamp mnst not be on the table ; doubtless for the reason 
that the spirits being unaccustomed to candle-light, it would 
naturally hurt their visual oi^ns, and perhaps produce inflam- 
mation. This obstruction removed, the " ring " connected 
palms again, and chargiag the battery of their spiritual tele- 
graph, transmitted dispatches for the immediate advent of the 
celestials, but no answer was returned. What could be the 
difficulty? Either the consolidation of the "medium" forces 
was not sufficiently potent, or the spirits were away on a jour- 
ney or pre-ocoupied at some other " circle," or something 
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elae. At to the mermaid, we would veoture k snggeation, ihkt 
she ma boaj uranging her eveniog debut, that is to aaj, she 
was " not at home." At nil CTeota there waa a " Bcrew loose," 
CfT a screw waoting somewhere. 

Upon a thorough canvass of all the causes, possible and 
probable, of their abortive cfibrts, the; sgreed in ascribing the 
difficulty to the aslounding fact that the table was composed of 
pine. Great was their chagrin at such an oversight. What 
ioattenUoD, what unaccountable obtuseness, to forget that thej 
were living in the advanced age of civilization, the palmy 
days of evangelical taste and refinement, when the private 
naouon, the hotel, the theater and the church, rivaled each 
other in the costliness of their structure, the grandncss of 
their architecture, and the artistic riehness and beautyof their 
appendages. And should not the ".spheres" be at least equally 
progressive 7 Should they be any le:js transcendental in the 
ezquisitenesa of taste, style, and manners? 

The pine table was therefore replaced by one of rosewood, 
the spirits disclaiming to use furniture of a material more 
vulgar or common-place. But lo I the rosewood was as power- 
less as the pine. Not a ghost broke tbe sileDce. 

Thus completely foiled, the "circle" was forced to confer 
their failure ; yet, instead of giving place to nnbelicf, their faitb 
increased to enthusitam, and each resolving to find out the 
hinderance, they dispersed without the slightest intimation as 
to when or wbere, or bow, the spirits would vouchsafe to tbem 
an interview. 

The day following was one of busy excitement among the 
"rappers." Multifarious were the solutions invenlcd to clear 
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ap the myateij of their defeat, bat neither of which Beemed 
altogether satiB&otory. 

Aa a lut rMort, Mr. Hudson was congolted in regard to the 
ezpedieney of prooorisg the attendance of the leotnrer to set 
things right again. The expense, honerer gt«at, was of no ac- 
oonnt, if he would but hasten to their relief. Miss Boston, 
&TOred with frequent calls, was plied with nomerons qnestions 
in relation to the ro^less spirits, but was not yery oommnni- 
oative. She said little and thought mnch. In an inteiriew 
with Mr. Hudson, she was particular to interrogate him as to 
the character and whereabouts of the lecturer. Onr heroine 
was soon missing. Hei silent departnre occasioned nrioos 
conjectures, but the prevalent opinion was, (hat she had gone 
on a lecturing toor. 

The "circle," in the meantime, continued to assemble pri* 
vately, in sections of two or three, but fiiiled of obtaining anj 
" manifestations." 

Miss Boston went in pursuit of the lecturer— not thai she 
was particularly a believer in him ; her object was light. Strik- 
ing bis trail, she overtook him at a certain email village in 
central New York, where ho had given several lectures, and 
with eminent success. Large audiences — ignoble and town* 
elite— crowded aronnd him, and all ranhs of spirits awaited his 
bidding. The object of general attraction, and idolised hjhia 
followers, he commanded prinoci; wages for his invalvable in- 
structioDS. 

Miss B took lodgings at the Hotel. The sncoeeding 

day she spent in exploring the romantic littie Tillage aiid its 
suburbs, remaining incog., and concealing the real object of 
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ber yiut. Making tbe acqasiabinoe of the landlady, (die guned 
from her & hblory of the prevailiDg esciCement in the circle 
there, and learned the names of the most promiitetit actors. 
While thiu engaged in conTsrsation, the landlady pointed her 
to the lecturer, entering a store on the oppoeite aide of the 
waj; MisB Boston, after the fosbion of young ladies in general, 
nuking it oonvenient just then, to call at tbe slore for some 
trifling article, vhicb she knew or hoped thei/ did not have, 
fonnd ft number discussing the preTailiog sabject, with mutual 
oongtatulaUons upon their sncceBS, aod speculating on what 
strange things wovid be revealed in tbe evening. Miss 

B 'a ean were erect, while examining tbe articles which 

did "not tail," as long as propriety would allow, when with 
dignified modesty, she ventured two or three incidental re- 
marks, hoping, she said, that they would not deem h^r imper- 
tinent and bold, but she was anxious to be informed on tbe 
■nbject in which tbey appeared to be so deeply engroased — she 
bad beard much respecting it, and had long desired to see some 
master of the science, who could give satisfitctoiy evidence in 
its support. 

At once poindng to the lecturer they declared he was just 
the man ; he could do it up " Srown," if she would attend the 
" circle" in tbe evening, which would meet at a cottage half 
a mile from the village. They were positive that eveiy thing 
would be demonstrated to her complete gratification, for a large 
number of spirits were engaged to be "on hand," and no mis- 
take but they would be. 

Why, amid such general interest, they should assemble in a 
little obsoure cottage, seemed somewhat sitigular, but then 
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these spirits like all other fulks have their caprices, and like 
them they will he gratified, or become refractory. 

Miss B , wishiog to make the most of her misaioa, re- 
quested a private interview with the lectarer at her room, 
which being readily granted, they were Boon in close oonver- 
aatioD on the all-abeorbiog topic. Like a philosopher, slie 
scanned his experience with the keenest Bcmliny, and 
sounded hie knowledge to the bottom. She found him vision- 
ary, enthnsisstio, self-confident, and all-wise, claiming to be 
Mle master of the spirit iand. He did not therefore oommand 
her special iespc<!t, as a man of mind, of reason, and judg- 
ment. Yet had she the sagacity to discorer that his whole 
soul was in the subject, and concluding that if iu reality he 
had the knowledge and control of siurits, asserted by him, it 
must arise ^om his lempa-amenl rather than his wisdom, and 
as the whole science was mysterious, it might perbaps be in 
keeping witb the mystery, and also with phi loaopby, that those 
of his constitutional class should furnish the prinoipal "me- 
diums," like the fishermen of Galilee, obscnre, unlearned, sim- 
ple-minded, hut the chosen heralds of the new &uth. 

She learned that, among other places, he bad lectured witb 

splendid success at the village of C (her place of residence), 

and organised a "circle" there, which he was assared bid 
fair to be the very finest established. The good canse, he said, 
was rapidly advancing there and the people were exceedingly 
anxious to have him retnm, which he intended to do, as soon 
as his pressing engagements would permit. Sufficiently enter- 
tained with his superlative rodomontade, she quesdoned him : 

"Do yon believe, sir, that the channel of common ication be- 
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tween the visible and the invisible irorlda, is enlirel j perfected, 

u to ita agcDcy and method 7 " 

" Ceitainljr I do, I have no doubt of it — I fowtw it, for tbe 
spirits have told me so." 

" Have yoo had any ' demoDstration ' from other than ftunian 
spirits 7" 

"No, because I have never called any other." 

" If there are other spirits besides humiiD and angelic, can 
yoo hold interoonrse viiii them ?" 

" Of course I can. I have one prime spirit at my command 
which has free access to all the spheres, having a pass to go and 
oome at any moment, as my agent, carryiDg back and forth 
any information I choose." 

"You can obtain any intelligence yon wish, at any mo- 
ment?" 

" Most oertunly I can." 

" Will you then, sir, for my satisfaction, be bo kind as to 
inform me now, vhetber or not your general agent, as yon call 
it, is the spirit of a male or female 7" 

"I will answer you in five minutes : yon remain perfectly 
psaaive," said he, with an air of the utmost confidence, when 
taking off bis hat and buttoning up his coat, he placed his 
hands npon tbe stand, closed faiseyes, crossed hia legs; instantly 
a rap was heard : " the spirit b present," said he, " you may 
ask it any question yon like. One rap or one tip of the table 
means no; three raps or three tips, yes." 

Mias Boston's face prospectively brightened, and she put the 
interrogatory direct. 

" Are you the spirit of a male or femalef" 
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No rap. 

She repeated the question, bat the ghost mta mute. 

" I Bbould be ezlreiaely ^ti&ed, sir, to leam whether the 
Bpirit joQ have caltedj beloogs to the masculine or femiDioe 
gender ?" 

"ItiaDOt bni for you to know now," he replied. "The 
spirita do Bometimes refuao to rap when it's improper or inex- 
pedient. I will inquire if it is proper for you to know what 
70a ask for. Shall I tell ?" asked he of the spirits, mcDtallj. 

One tremendous rap. 

" Reallj, I can sec no impropriety in mj interrogator;," 

said Misa B . " I am a sincere intjuirer, and actuated hy the 

purest molirea. An answer would afford me much pleasure, 
and it might greatly conduce to the benefit of the human race." 

" The spirit would not refnse to answer me, if I should prtt* 
it; but then it knows what is beat, and don't like to be urged. 
Ask any thing else, and you shall have an answer." 

" Will the spirit communicate with me ?" said Miss B . 

Bap, rap, rap, in the affirmative. 

" Are the ' spheres ' inhabited by any but human and angelio 
spirits ?" 

No reply, 

"The spirit is with me," interrupted the lecturer — his 
fingers at the same instant beginning to twitch ; " the spirit is 
with me and want's to write." 

Miss Boston placed before him note-book and pencil, whioh 
as the amanuensis of the spirits, he took and wrote, 

" That man with you must not know my geoder at this 
time." 

12 
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"Aai tbe spirit to vbicb sex I belong," said Miss B . 

He did so, but received no response. 

" There's sometbiog wrong in ;oa or your qoestious," said 
tbe mediam. " I'll commuDicate alone and find out vbat you 
vant to know, and if not forbid, will tell jou all about it. I 
must beg to be excused now, for tbe 'circle' are waiting 
for me, and as they have given up their vocations and are 
paying me large wages, tbe spirits direct to meet them imme- 
diately. I hope, continued he, you'll meet with ns to-night." 

"Will you be able, sir, to afford roe any light, at the 'circle' 
on tho quesdons I have propounded ?" 

"I guess not, thta evening," said he, "as I have so many 
spirits promised, and they'll be disappninCcd not to be called." 

" Can you obtain a promise, sir, in my behalf for to-morrow 

" Tbe spirits, ma'am, inform me that I must go a once ; but 
that I may see yoa here again at three o'clock tbls afternoon, 
if you wish me to ?" 

"Very well, sir, I shall be bappy to see you." 

Miss B was alone. " In what fathomless mystery are 

these things involved," said she to herself, settling into a state 
of profound thought. The more she reasoned, and the deeper 
ber coDtemplation, the stronger grew her conviction, that the 
obscurity would be cleared up, and that this controlling spirit 
alluded to by the lecturer would prove to be none other than 
tbe spirit of tbe mermaid. 

Her meditations were interrupted by tbe return of the lec- 
turer, who, according to appoiutmeDt, entered at the exact 
nuDute. 
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" Yoa m very panctnal, sir," s>id Misa B . 

" Tes, I never eairy aoj time-pieoe. Tbe spirits are my 
ohroDometer." 

"Be seated, ur, if jon pleese." He complied, when she 
eontiaoed — " Permit me, sir, to uy fnnlfly, that my pnrpoee 
in coming to this place, was to make your acqaaintance, and 
consult yoa upon amaUer of great importance. I am an ad- 
vocate of 'woman's rights,' and a believer in 'spiritual inter- 
oonrae,' the tiro grandest themes of the age, frangbt aa they 
are with the destiny of the world. And now to come directly 
to tbe object of my visit, I wish you to inform mo, if in your 
power, whether or not there is such a being as the spirit of a 
Mermaid in either of the seven Spheres; and if there be, 
whether I can have an interview with itf To tell you the 
tiath, sir, I have mot a person — who, or what he is, or where 
his residence, I know not — to whom a being purporting to be 
the spirit of a Mermaid has twice appeared and uttered a 
prophecy, to the effect that the causa with which I >m idenlJGed 
will soon prevail. If true, as he relates of all anpernatural 
revelatJODS next to the sacred volume, it is pre-eminently the 
most important. Now if such a spirit really exists, can you 
not leant the fact and hold interoonrae with it 1" 

" Of course I can — of course I can; there is nothing in all the 
Spheres kept from me," exclaimed he, with pompous emphasis. 

" Pray, sir, instruct me in this soience of spiritology, that I 
may l>ecome an adept in it like yourself." 

"Certainly, certainly, I have no objection if the spirits 
think it proper ; I will ask them at the < drole ' lo-nigfat At 
any rate, I can easily learn .fiir myself, if then is inch » sjnrit 
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u yon speak of, and I can talk with it, but it may refiuie com- 
mnoicfttion vith any one else, and forbid my telliDg what it 
reveals to me." 

■ "If there is a. Mermaid spirit," persisted she, "it bas ap- 
peared twice to mortal eyes ; and if I can but be satisfied of its 
exittence, it will afford me great relief." 

" well, I'll tell yon that mnch most any time." 
*' And will yon become my preceptor in this mystic art f I 
am anzions to become a scholar." 

" I will advise with the spirits as to that, and let yon know," 

Assnming Uie spiritnally commnnicatiTe or interlocntorj 
poetore for a short time, he opened his eyes and annonnoed that 
he would give her lessons, telling her, however, he was so pre- 
occupied, that it was imposuble tor him to attend to her case 
then, but at bis earliest convenienee he would gladly spend a 
few days at her residence, when he would teach her the whole 
secret, and no doubt sbe would become as perfect a Medinm 
as himself. 

Sbe remarked that her chief anxiety was to know if there 
was ttuA a spirit as she bad described, and if no light oould be 
shed npoD that point at the " circle," perhaps abe had better not 
attend, as her presence might be an impediment to their snocese. 

"There is not the least danger of that," said be, "as the 
spirits have promised to oome, and they never disappoint me ; 
besides, I have just received intelligence from the seventh Sphere, 
that it ia decidedly beit for you to he preient." 

"How long do you think, sir, it will require for me perfectly 
to master the sdenoe of Spirit-calling V 
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" 0, not long, an apt scholar will do it very quick." 

" Can yon not tben, air, meet me here to-morrow moming 
and give me the introductory lesson F" 

" I hardly know what to say, ma'am ; I'll ask the spirits" — 
vhereapon closing his eyes, and moving bis lips a moment, he 
annoonoed that he wonld comply with her request and meet 
her at nine o'clock, adding that she had better attend the 
"circle" in the eveniug, which she promised to do. 

Evening came. She found her way to the cottage — she 
found her way into tberoom, and ./ounti herself a seat Prob- 
ably the "rappers" trace loca^iea and form acquaiolances 
magnetically, and hence no nee^f directories or guide-boards, 
and wherever there is the homc^neons state, or magnetic con- 
geniality of pure " spiritualinn," it generates a conscionsnes!, 
at onoe mutual and all-pervading, like the equalized polarity of 
the particles of the load-stone. In anch cases, there is an in- 
tuitive recognition and equilibrium of thought between the 
individuals ; but where, in either or all of the parties, there is 
wanting a psychological affinity, in the spiritual sense, percep- 
tion is obscure, and a mutual acquaintance can only be formed 
by means of & formal introduction. Hence the apparent 

lack of civility to Misa B . Not that the ' ' rappers " were 

ignorant or destitote of true politeness; but feeUng her to be 
a ripe subject for the spiritual ioflaence, they left her to sub- 
ride spontaneously into essential coincidence with the anity of 
die " drcla." 

The room was soon comfortably filled. A general seriouS' 
neas predominated. little was stud. Everything appeared 
•ysttmatio, doubtless in accordance with the spiritual pro- 
12* 
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gninme. No attention waa paid to Miaa B , wbo sat in a 

corner apparently anobserved. All at length were gathered 
around the table. Rave their invited guest. 

Portentoofl nlence reigned. Our heroine was both anxiooa 
and aire-«tmok at the Bolemnity of the scene. What awful 
thoughts crowded upon her mind ! Splritfl froiu the eternal 
world returning to the earth and about to hold audible inter- 
course with mortals I And what spirila? Some of tlieni per- 
haps her departed friends ! 

Anon, one of the Mediums dropped his ohin upon his 
breaat — presently another, and then a third, and so on, at dif- 
erent points in the " ring," indicating the arrival of the spirits. 

The lecturer, sitting at the head of the table as epiritosl 
moderator, directed kandt to be vttioottJ, which was instently 
done. O^ing round lo those enjoying a tete-a-tete with their 
invisible gncsle, he made a few "passce," muttered a sort of 
spiritual hocus poena, tbcta pronouncing them ready for com- 
munications, asked — 

" Are there any spirits present t" 

Great variety of rapping and writing. 

" What spirits are present f" 

Medium A instantly wrote " Ooliah, Julius Cnear, 

Napoleon Bonaparte, and Prince Nincompoopowsky." 

Medium B wrote Baron iton Chaosen, Sam Patch, and 

Kp Van Winkle. 

Medium G , a precodous sohoolboy, seiiing bis pen, 

dashed down, in daring ronndhaitd, " Sinbad the Smlor, Bo* 
binson Orusoe, Old Mother Hnbbard, and The Babes in t&e 
Wooda." 



by Google 



Follies op thk XIXtq Cintd&t. 189 

Of the rapping mediumB he inquired — 

" Ib tbe spirit of John Randolph present T" 

No rap. 

" Ib the spirit of Henry GUy present f" 

No np. 

" la the spirit of Daniel Webster present f" 

No rap. 

" Is the spirit of Dr. Franklin here?" 

Three raps. 

" Is the spirit of General Washington here V 

Rap — rap — rap. 

" Are the spirits of Adam and Eve present T' 

The table bowed and courtesied at the same time. At this 
point the alphabet iras called, when several rapped ont the 
names of " Mammon," " Witch of Eodor," " Balaam," and 
" Beeliebub." 

" Is there any other spirit present?" asked be. 

A strong but gentle rapping in the affirmative, manifestly 
by a female spirit. 

"Is it the spirit of Queen Eliabeth?" 

One rap. 

"Of Mary, Qneen of Soots f" 

One rap. 

"Of Pocahontas r 

One rap. 

" Of Jemima Wilkinson J" 

One rap. 

"Of QaeenDidor 

One rep. 
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" Of Phiraoh's Daughter ?" 

One rap. 

"Of Jeiebel?" 

One spiteful rap. 

From this the lecturer vent on nentioDing Dime after name, 
ezhausting bis entire fist of the departed, aod to each of which 
he received a negative answer. Judging from the last mp, the 
spirit was evidently euraged to think it could not be called. 
Miss BostoQ requested him to ask if it was not the spirit of ft 
Mermaid, which he refused to do, oo the gTonnd that he knew 
it was not. 

" Because," said he, " they always tell me in advance whea 
they are coming. 3er name has slipped my mind just now, 
but I will consult my guardian spirit, aod find oat what one 
it is." Whereupon at his refusal to put the question, the 
ohaira, with the exception of Miss Boston'ii, all flew bottom 
upwards, spilling their occupants headlong, while the table, 
walking up in pugilistic style, fetched the lecturer a furious 
blow under the lotl peeper, knocking him flat upon the floor. 
" 0, what tt falling down was there, my countiymen I" 

Miss BoBtOQ continued a qniet spectator of the nnique de- 
monstration. Speedily as possible, the prostrate "circle" 
gathered themselves up, and carrying their wounded leader to 
another room, the spirit of Escnlapius was importunately but 
Yunly invoked to obtuo b Bpiritoal prescription. 

The circle of course was broken up for the evening. Miss 
Boston left, strmgly impressed thst if her request had been 
granted, she would have heard from the spirit of the mermaid' 
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"Trill«,li(btM>lr, 
An, (a tbe j«>l«u, nDflimmtlaiu Rnni 
Ai pnoCi of boij wrIL" 



WILSON aad our bachelor, enjoying tba scenery and pnro 
air of the country, reached home late in tbe afleraoon. 

Nomeroos vere tbe calls at Mr. Badger's room, and great 
the inquiry made for him during tbe day, by tbe prominent 
portion of the female population, most of whom left their 
cards with urgent requests to sec him as soon as possible af^r 
his return. Brought thus suddenly into notoriety, like many 
of Fortune's favorites, ho was in extensive demand among the 
ladies, both young and old. This afforded capital stock for a 
rieli inTcstment of Wilson's wit, and industriously did he im- 
prove it, to the extent of his ample capacity and the availa- 
bility of the market. 

Tbe mantua-maker had plied her needle with surprising dex- 
terity, and the new dress stitched in detail and basted in tbe 
main, wosfastapproBcbinga readiness for ascertainiDg the "fit." 

Tbe community, fat and near, bad been thrown into a par- 
oxysm of excitement by tbe issue of tbe village paper. Exten- 
dve ptberings had been mustered, and tbe awful city of New 
(141) 
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York denoanced and BDsthematiied b; tha wholesale. The 
"Tetrabune" and "Seasons," the only "city papere" (a eioglo 
oop7 of each) taken in the place, had arrived, bringing an 
aocount of the great meeting in the Tabernacle, to the neigh- 
borhood of readerB, bnt which was not clearl; understood hy 
them ; nor had they discoveied the relation between the notice 
that occasioned the excitement, and the oonvention. Such in 
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ijme, with the iditbur's wife." Repreaentiiig hia bamneaa u 
argent, ftnd iDBiBtingupoii being ehowed up immediately, the 
obamber-maid led the way and rapped at the door, wbiob, after 
a little delay, swung on its hiogea. 

"How do yoa do, Mr. Badger f" aaid the typo; "I hope no 
intrusion, but you seem to be alone this eToning." 

" Yes, juat now — walk in, walk in, air." 

" A difU a bit is he alone, tax — the iditor's wife is there, 
sure, an has been iver so long, an &ith she has, sir," imperti- 
nently peraiated Kate, who overheard the oonTeisation. 

" Your wife was here aminute ago, and has just gone home," 
replied Amaiiah. 

" That is a mistake, ur. I hare this moment come from 
there ; besides, she could not have made her exit unseen by the 
servant. I should have felt no surprise, under the circum- 
stances, to tind my wife here, Mr. Badger; but the &ct of her 
conoealment necessarily excites my Barprise, if not suspicioD. 
Will you allow me, sir, to surrey your apartment f" 

"Just as leave you would as not, but yon won't find 
Botbiug." 

Be availed himself of the permisaiou, but there was clearly 
an " alibi " in the case, and the search wbb suspended, when 
Kate, with her native impudence and pertiaaclty, repeated : 

" An faith, ur, ehe's there, sure. By my sowl she ia, air." 

Whereupon, with the cfaBTaoteristio sagacity of bis class, 
whose prerogative it is to bring hidden things to light, Mr. 
Printer recommenced a more scrutinizing inveatigation of the 
premises, when, as if with an intuitive perception of the 
•onrces of evidence, he drew forth from its secrecy a nighKap^ 
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and boldiog it up, with an ur of trinmpli, before the eyes of 
the petrified bachelor, demaoded, " What is this, sir f Can 
joa tell me the owner 7 " 

" It moBt be the dreas-mtker's," replied Badger, coloring 
with confuuon. 

" The dresB-maker's I What dress-maker 7 " 

" She's sewing for Mrs. Wilson." 

"I'll see abont this," said the printer, starting down stairs 
with the sQspidons article in bis hand. Arriving at the ball 
door, he met Kate, and inqnired, " Where's the dress-maker ? " 

" In Mrs. Wilson's room, sure, sir." 

" Is there any one else there ? " 

" Kiver a one but Mrs. Wilson, eure." 

Gathering the cap into a wad in bis hand, and availing him- 
self of his aoonatomed intimacy with the family, he entered 
with but little ceremony. Not observing his wife, who chaoced 
to be sitting partly behind the door, he advanced towards the 
ill-fated seamstress, and commenced unfolding the anconscious 
cause of the brewing tempest. His wife spring^g forward, 
snatched it from his grasp, spitefully exclaiming : 

" I'll let yon know, sir, when I want yon to wear my cap !" 

" Ah ! is that youra, my dearf Perhaps yon had better ex- 
amine it." 

" It isn't very likely, sir, you'd have any women's cap bid 
mine. Let me see though (edging towards the window and 
fingering it with great scru^ny); as sure as I live it aiut 
mine. Now, sir, I'd like to know who tliat belongs to; you 
don't get it agwn till yon tell me, or I find out how you came 
by it." 
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** Toa ny it is not yottr**, my dear, aad tlut is aJl that 
oonoemB myself. Ileua hand it back to me sad I will re- 
tnmiL" 

"/am not saUsfied, sir, if yon are. Very for from it I 
prefer to return it (o the owner myaelf, if you will only toll me 
who she is. Yoa can't have it again, at any rato." 

" Beally I think there is something very w^^vMAta about 
tluB matter," sdd Mrs, W . 

" So do I think bo, too," said tlie printer'H wife. 

"And so do I," chimed in the mantna-maker. 

"Now, whose cap is this?" demanded Mis. Printer of her 
KOior partner. I'll find out if I have to tMlvertise it in the 
paper; that I will." 

"Yon will not advertise it in the paper, my dear," re- 
torted he. 

"I say I will." 

" I say you will not" 

"I would^«) there — if I was in your place," said Mm. 
Wilson." 

" So would I," reiterated Miss Eager. 

" 0, but I should like to see the owner of that thing, though/' 
sud the printer's wife, her eye* and tone giving momentum to 
the words. 

" Well, my dear, as I exonerate yon from all nispidon, the 
least said about this the belter. I own I was a little too in- 
clined to be jealous. Who knows but it belongs to Badger. 
Old bachelors wear caps sometjmes, yon know •" at which they 
bU set up a hearty iMigh. His wife, pushing the investigation, 
fixed her pieroii^ eye upon him, and holding the cap by one 
13 
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>tring,«ff it dangled directl; before hu £ue, put the qaestion 
kome: 

" Do ^on pretend to eay, sir, tbat that is a bud's cap ? Any 
Utile girl knows better than that," throwing it to Mn. Wilson, 
ftcoompanied with, " that's a pretty stoiy for him to tell ; may 
be he'll make anybody believe it." 

" I're made a thousand night-caps &x ladies and gentlemeia 

both," said Miss H . " Male caps never have crowns in tbem 

and they are always made ' ikeep'i head.' Ijord-a-massy, I can 
tell one as fur as I can see It. That's a female cap, I'd be bound. 
Butldon'tbelleveitsavery good cAamcterec^ woman's anyhow." 

" Them is just my sentimeots, or ha wouldn't had it," joined 
Un. Wilson, pointjng at the editor with a significant look. " I 
should like to catch my hnshand with another woman's oap^ 
I'd " 

" Oh no, yon wouldn't, bo you wouldn't, ny dear," inter- 
rupted Wilson, at that moment entering the room and catching 
tbe last remark mtbost kaowiag its partjoular connection. 
What's going on here f These women playing the devil with 
you, editor ? Let's know. I always call in Badger whenever 
any thing is out of joint with the women." 

" Juat look here once, Mr. Wilson," exolaimed the editress^ 
flowing him the night«ap — "My husband had this. Don't 
yon think it looks mysterious T " 

" I do, most certunly," answered the landlord, affecUng a 
^ve countenance. 

" So do I," followed Urs. W , with an emphatic nod 

and an insinuating motion of the fore-finger. 
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*' And BO do I," said the Beunatresa, with the staid air of 
old BKudisbnesB. 

"Well, well, editor," said WilMn, "What do you aayl 
Have they got you T Own up if you're beat." 

" Yoa won't catoh Atm owning to any thing, I know him of 
old," declared Mrs. Printer. 

'■ I'll tell you how to find out all about it," said Wilson. 
*' Its the simplest matter in the world. JuaC giro me the cap, 
and deputize me with the"power of searob/'to go around and 
try it on all the women's heads, till I find the one it fits. I'd 
like no better job. lis sure fire and no mistake." 

"Ton wouldn't try it on nt^head, I can tell you!" exclaimed 
Miss Hager, with haughty disdain. 

" Fndd 'twould fit, I guess. Let's take it," said WIIbod. 
" It strikes me I have met with this pattern before. Wife, let 
us see how it shapes with your block (playAilly putting it on 
ber head) ; Dot a rery bad fit. What say you, Mr. Editor f 
Don't that look rather natural ? " 

"I never saw it on a woman's head before," returned he, a 
little oonfiised. 

" Now, Miss Hager, its your turn," said Wilson joooeely, ap- 
proaching her, cap in band. 

" Yon won't pot that dirty thing on my bead, so now just 
let me alone, Mr. Wilson. This dress must be finished and 
I'll thank you not to bother me." 

" Do, for pity sake, let him try it on, if it will do him any 
good," interposed both the ladies at once, to which she reluo- 
tantly submitted. 



by Google 



148 LuoT Boston. 

Plidng it mth preoieion upon her crown and tying it neatly 
ID a double bow-knot under her ohin — "There, editor" — ex- 
claimed WileoD, Bteppiog back to obttuo a feir view — "that 
looks a little more like it. If she only bad her oorls off, I 
ehould call that made on porpose. No wonder ahe was afraid. 
Glad it don't fit mj tn/e bo well. What do yon eaj, ladieaf " 

They cast ominous glancee at each other, bat made no 
reply. 

" I am satisfied it is hers," said the editor ; " Mi. Badger 
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mg house," aud the cditresB, with a ton of the head, and % 
ourl of the Up. 

" I mvfl have my drege done for Sunday," replied Mrs. 

W } "I oaa't go to cburob nithoat it. I wore my blaok 

ffllk last Sabbath, yea koov. 

" Yes, it looked real nice ; I should just as leave as not wear 
it again, if I was yon," said Mrs. Editor. 

" I wouldn't be seen in it again at church, for Dotbing," re- 
plied she. 

Wilson Bat listening and studying how he might extract the 
greatest amount of sport front the nootnmal ehapeau, and 
amid the momentary lull of the storm, broke forth again : 
"Well, we have discovered the ownership of the skull-cap; 
now let's see if we can also discover how it fell into our edi- 
tor's possession. Come, Mr. Typo, yciu arc in close quarterB. 
Look out yon don't get turned into 'pi.' These women are 
great on pastry. But you editors belong to the 'Argne' 
tribe and have always eyes enough ti> see und pluck enough to 
•preu your way clear of any catastrophe. So let's see how 
many colors you can change, and what kind of shapes yon can 
take to worm yourself out of this ' Gs.' " 

" Well, I confess, that apjiaiivtu-es are against me, but the 
/acl» are in my favor." 

" 0, yes, bravo 1 It nppenn that you have trespassed upon 
the wardrobe of some dufenscleas maiden, and the fiKtt are, 
you are caught with Ihe. pn>perty, and you don't deny it. 
Now, where <Hd you Jittd ihe cap, that's ihe (jnestion," said 
Wilson. 

" Ask Hiss Ilsgcr where she left it." 
13* 
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" Well, that's honest. He is willing to have the whole truth 
coma out. Where thea did you leave it, Miss Hager 7 " 

" Uoder my pillow, of course. Where do ladies genemlly 
keep their night-csps7" 

"Nobly said. That's where she left it — under her piHow. 
Now, Mr. Printer, where did yon i/et itf " 

"Well, if you mutt know tha truth, which proves my inno- 
cence, I will tell you. I found it under Badger's pillow." 

" Mercy 1 mercy I " cried the editor's wife, horror-stricken. 
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*' Ton seedn't go to railing about tlie vonren traW," brokotn 

Mrs. W . " I aint k bit o' doubt you'J ^ory fa> see ua all 

trod uader foot just like them poor vomen in Nelr York." 

" Yes, that he wo&1<lj just like all the rest vt tin good-for- 
nothiD meD," Hputtered the dress-'maker. 

" I don't beltevo any such thing of my liusbandj I'd have 
you undentand," retorted the editressj m ft tone of anger. 
*' I think, hneband, ve better hiow wbo ve associate with 
ifter thia. Oome, let os go homo." 

" I aloald like to hear the vhxAtJokeoS Ae cap fiiat," said 
the editor good nataredly. 

"That voold spoil the fun. Its just right as it is, if the 
tell-tale skoH'Cap can 1m replaced where he got it. Its mis- 
tress night take oold without it to-night," interposed Wilaoa, 
with a wink and a lasgk. 

" Thwe — I guess you're satisfied flnio. I am at any rate. 
Did yov ever see any thing so bare-faced F Come, husband, 
how can you stay any longer f If I wasn't afraid to go alone, 
you wouldn't catch mt here another minute," expostulated the 
editor's help-male. 

' 0, wife, we have gone bo i^, let us stay and have it all 
'out' now. You will have the mope facU to publish in the 
paper, yon know." 

Mrs. W -, having been in close privacy with the mantua- 

maker for some moments, failed to catch a fall sense of the 
preceding imputations upon the character of her bouse, a pro- 
pitious circumstance, doubtless, for Mrs. Printer. 

Wilson had greatly enjoyed the scene, fbr nothing made 
richer mode in lus anomalous ear than tbe modulatioiu of a 
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woman's tongoe under the iospration of tt scolding fit. Bo- 
■irow of prolonging the feast of fun, be looked the printer's 
" devil" in the eje with a squint, sajing, 

« YoD have not the plesBore of « particular aeqaointanee 
with OUT old Bach., I take it. Allow me lo iotrodace yoa to 
bis apartments. He bas joet returned from New York, and if 
yon would like a private inteniew with him, he can give you 
abundant and useful information about the great eonvention. 
Come," Bud he, urgently offering his arm," I'll present you in 
style. He's becoming a great favorite with the &ir sex." 

« I thank you, sir," replied she, drawing back, and ^tber- 
ing herself into the narrowest possible compass of insulted 
modesty — " I hare mjiclent acquaintftoca with Mr. Badger 
now. If I'd only known as much before, I'd never disgraced 
myself in going to his room." 

" ho ! " ejaculated Wilson. You know him then I Hare 
been doieUd with him, eh I What do yon think of that, 
wife?" 

" I think we had better Icnow who comes to our house after 
this." 

" I solemnly protest," sud the editress, " there was not the 
slighteet impropriety — " 

" Of course, of course, nothing improper,'' interrupted 
Wilson, with a significant air — " all right, all right." 

"But to sum up," continued ho, "I think thia subject of 
cop-ok^ is pret^ well exhausted, and as we have all had our 
chance of ' showing off,' I propose calling in Mr. Badger, and 
he and Miss Hager will unravel the whole mystery for us. I 
guess it don't amount to any thing very serious after all." 
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"Agreed," cried the editor, jompiug up and clapping hia 
hands in great glee. " What do you say to that Misa H T" 

" Most we tell the whole 7" asked she, hesitatingly. 

"O no, not at all," replied Wilson. "Only how your 
night-cap got under the old Iwchelor'B pillow. That is the only 
trouble now- 

" For my put, / sbonld like to know the whole," said the 
editor's wife. 

" My dear," sud her husband, "yon should not always be 
prying into other people's affairs. That is one, and I may say 
tie great thing, in conaecdon with their jealoos disposition, 
which renders the women so frequeotiy ridioulons ia the esti- 
mation of mankind. They hare the capacity, and for anght 
I know, might have ruled the world ere this, bad they not been 
forever hardened with the business of their neig?iboT$. They 
hare just had a great oonrention in New York, and wbicb 
turned out one of the most ridiculous farees ever enacted." 

Thus waxing warm, he was intermpted by his fair auditors. 
They could not withstand such hot shot. But cbuming the 
floor, he continued — 

" Now suppose this cap bumness should all tnm out to be an 
innocent mistake— as no doubt it will, though I confess I 
acted a little vwnaniA myself — we may draw a very useful 
moral from it; that people should not put an uniavonble con- 
strucdon upon erery little circumstance that may happen to 
appear mysterions. Stop, stop, stop," said he, as his wife and 

Mrs. W attempted to intermpt him, " I have the floor, 

and claim the right of being beard without interruption," and 
then continued— "Let ns now sit down, my dear, and bava 
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this night-oap mystery cleared up, and if it be ntisfkctoriljr 
done, say ho; and if not, it is nooe of our business. Miss 
Hager oaa give us a clear solntion of tbis dark problem, and 
she seems villing to do so— are yon not?" asked he, turning 
to her. The seamBtress, deeply absorbed just then in laying 
the plaits of the diess, did not heed his remarks. 

" Miss Hager, can jon tell how that cap came in IHr. Badger's 
room J" demanded the editor's wife with a tone of authority. 

" Why I slept there, fay Mrs. Wilson's direction, when ho 
was gone to New Totk, and I left itnnder the j)illow, tbrongh 
mistake, and — " 

"There," exclaimed the printer, cutting her short, "this 
dreadful mystery is all explained. A mere innocent and harm- 
kss mistake, for which nobody is harmed. I am profited by 
it, and I hope we all are. What an admirable commentary 
upon woman I How admirably qualified she is to weigh and 
dispose of the great qnestiouB of chnrofa and state I This 
single occurrence alone ia sufficient to convince the world of 
the folly of this 'latter day' scheme of 'woman's rights."' 

" Query," said Wilson. " If one stray night-cap makes 
such a rumput now, while the bars are up between the sexes, 
what may we expect when the bars are taken down and oil are 
tamed together into the great pen of ' woman's rights,' when 
it will require a magnifying glass to (ell the difference between 
a man and a woman." 

It was getting late. The editor and his wife departed, and 
Miss H ' retired to sleep and dream in her night^iap. 
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¥E left Miss BostOD retorniug to tbe hotel from the "oir- 
ole," having witnessed a itriking and most forciUe 
demonstration of a rapping spirit. As before observed, our 
Bloomet vaa a vomtn of striking good sense, given to sober, 
calm, reflection. Though reason fteqaentlyled hertotheverga 
of infidelity in relation to this new-fangled doctrine of 8pirit> 
nalism, jet like many others as intelligent as herself, she 
yielded to the belief that beneath the whole, there lay oon- 
oealed some great natuml law, some elementary principle or 
bet which was be^nning to discover itself in the development 
of human progress. This conviction taking possession of the 
mind, it was easy to conclude that the very mystery of the 
thing wss presumptive evidence in its fovor, and the greater 
the mystery, the more likely to contain the elements of truth. 
The oconrrence at the "circle" was well calculated to be taken 
as fresh and even conclusive evidence, not only of the reality 
of " 8pirit-rapptng»<," but also of the actual existence of the 
spirit of tiie Mermaid. And why should she doubt f Her 
confidence in the lecturer — to use the paradoxical expression 
— was both increased and diminiehed; increased by the &ct 
that he had procured palpable " manifestations," or at least 
(155) 
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vhat appeared to be such; diminished l>ecanse she was Bat> 
isfied he had not the dominion of the Spheres wbloh he claimed 
— at all events, the spirit of the Mermaid was not controlled 
by him. On the contrary, it had plainly, for some reason, 
shunned even his acquaintance. 

From the window, Miss B observed the "rappers" in 

frequent groops, engaged in close and earnest conversation. 
They wore a melancholy, downcast look. Evidently something 
was wrong, utber a ftalt in ths gearing, too mnch friction 
for want of spiritual oil, or a deficiency in the motive power. 
The ohief engineer — in other words the lecturer — not showing 
himself in the streets, Miss Boston resolved to seek his pres- 
enoe. Admitted to his room, she found him bolstered in an 
arm chsir, attended by a subordinate " rapper," whose guardian 
spirit was that of an aged Indian doctor, reoestly deceased, and 
of which be was endeavoring to procure a spirito-p^tlhic pre- 
scription, but the old "medicine man" could not be called. 
Probably he was on a visit to his spiritual parents, or perhaps 
his "ride" was exclusively so per-m n ndsno — possibly ho was 
out, gaAering rooU. In his absence, and as the nearest ap- 
proach to the spiritual treatment, a homeopathist was called in, 
who, administering a billionth of a grain of arnica, pronounced 
his patient convalescent, and left him. 

The anfortnnato lecturer did not appear to be serioiuly in- 
jured. She wished him to scoonat for the catastrnphe of the 
preceding evening. He said he had felt for a long liroc ihe 
existence of some strange spirit that was anxious to comiiiniii- 
cote with him, and the fact had been recently dcmoii^trutctl 
that there wen lying spirits in the loweT Spheres. In oonGr- 
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mfttion of this, he related a circnmstanoe where the spirit of a 
person who, for eeveral years abeeot, and reported to h&ve died, 
had, through « nppiog Mediam, intruded itself npon tbcir 
" circle," and gives a mionte statement of his departare, travels, 
-sickness, and death. Shortly after, to their great BDrprise and 
oonstematioD, a letter was received (by the U. S. Mail) from 
the individual with his own well-knowD BJgnatnre, informing 
Lis friends that he was alive and in perfect health. He bad 
migrated to the "West" instead of the "Spheres." 

" Hence, we conclude," continued be, " that ' rapping ' sprits 
an degenerating into lian, but we have never been deceived 
1>y a * writing Medium.' That order therefore is perfectly re- 

" How do you distingnish between a tmtbfal and a lying 
spirit?" asked Miaa B . 

"Well, we can't always do it, exactly, in regard to the 
' rappers,' so I have adopted the rule of relying upon none but 
' vmiing Mediums' hereafter. Tbe sorest method is to have 
every thing in black and white." 

" Do all the spirits know how te write?" 

" No ; but they will practice ^11 they do, unless we gratify 
them by giving attention to their communications." 

" What kind of a spirit do yon suppose it was that produced 
the disorder, and finally committed assanlt and battery npon 
yon last evening?" 

"I am not fully advertised, but I shall be very soon," re- 
plied he. 

" Arc you not afttdd of repeated violence ?" 

" no. I'm not afraid of any thing. I hare been looking 
14 
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for some Bocb ' demoostration ' this long time. It is all for the 
best. I ironldn't have failed of it for DOtbiDg. It will do 
more to opea the eyes of the blind and the ean of the deaf, 
than any thing eke that coald h^pen. I bog for the oppor- 
tunity of being the Medium of another jnst sach < muiifcsta-. 
tion,' and in public too." 

" Yon hare then, m, no definite perception of what spirit 
that ma 7" 

" No, my face is swelled so, it hnrta my vision very much. 
Aa qnick as the awelliug goes down, I shall be able to see as 
clear as day." 

" Can yon tell why I waa unmolested while yon met with 
such violence f" 

"I cannot, I>ecauBe it is not proper for me to know just now; 
but I shall in due time. It is all for the best, exactly as it is." 

"Why, sir, were yon unwilling to inquire if it was not the 
spirit of a Mermaid ?" 

"I might have done it, but then you see I shouldn't have 
had the ' demonstration.' A good spirit told me to do exactly 
as I did. Don't you understand?" 

" But suppose it was a spirit. What then f Did jon ever 
Icnow one to come with such vehemence before J" 

"I have never seen 'em quite so personal, but tbey often 
lift tables and such things with folks on 'em and carry 'em all 
about." 

" Tes sir, I have heard of Oie like, but only when done by 
speoial reqnest, if I mistake not. It seemed to me different in 
this case. Ton were ippareotly prostrated by some indiguanl 
oanse. Tou did not invite it, did yonf" 
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" Not ahud. It is jiut u euy to think a request or oom- 
numd, as to gieaJe it, 70a knov." 

" Well, Bir, I h&re told my object in oomiag to Bee yon, Qor 
do I r^jtet the journey. My visit here haa but settled my 
belief and inoreued my anxiety. I un now satisfied there is 
among the inhabitants of the Spheres, the spirit of a Mermaid, 
mod that a manifestation would have been granted, had yoa simply 
called for it. I most now leave yon, ur, and if possible as* 
eertain the person who haa been honored vith her oommunica- 
IJons." She aroee to depart. 

"Don't be in a hurry, madam. We are going to bave a 
' drole' to-night bat a little vaya from your stopping plaoe, 
and it may be profitable for yoa to attend. If you vill only 
join us, like enough, your Mermud spirit may come, but nn- 
leuit is a'wiiting' one, I sball pronoonoe itya&e, andpayno 
attention to it. Tbe ' raj>per» ' aro not to be trusted." 

"It strikes me, sir, that last night's 'demonstra^on' was 
sufficiently emphatic to teach yon the danger 1^ trifling with the 
spirits. But my etay must not be prolonged. Good mom- 
ing, sir." 

Leaving the iUustrions invalid in something of an uncom- 
fortable or rather discomfited posiljon, Miss B took leave 

for home. 

Her last interview with the lecturer satisfied the good sense 
of our heroine, at least as to his ttabifitjf, if not his candor. 
Yet she had no doubt of his being a Medium. She was con- 
nnced, however, that Spirit Rappings was no mere mechani- 
cal nor Boien^o operation — neither mag^o dot legerdemain. 

The lecturer, under the combined efficacy of Spiriltyiathjf 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



160 Lbot Boston. 

and Homoopathy, was bo far lestored as to be able to meet the 
" lappers " — (or rather Uie " writere," for he had utterly re- 
pudiated the fonner) — aocoiding to appoiDtment Great 
excit«meiit had prevailed during the day. The recent event 
eclipsed every thing in the way of " demonstrations" ever before 
recorded in the aonala of Spiritoalism. The little village, 
nestled among the hills, all at once stood out upon the map of 
the world, illnmiued with a halo of glory. Its pillar of feme 
in the estimation of the spiritists, was reared conspicuous and 
lasting as Bunker Hill Moanment, or the pyramids of Egypt; 
and on it was inscribed, fimt and foremost, the name of the 
renowned lecturer, as the bene&otor of the world. No doubt 
existed but theirs was the favorite "circle" of the apirita, 
chosen and immortalJEed as the inventors or revealera of spirito- 
pathy, the miracalons " latter-day" medical system destined 
to annihilate and supersede all others; before which all the 
"ills flesh is heir to" must vanish like mist before the sun, 
and even Death himself shall mn and hide, afraid, lestmeetiog 
any of these spiritual Brandreths, his rattling skeleton shonld 
take on sinews and mnsoleB, and he instantly become plump 
and ruddy. Not only must disease flee away before their all- 
healiag art ; but dishonesty and crime could not esca^ their 
spirit eye. Farewell, ye Old School Quacks 1 Doctors, Law> 
yers and Judges 1 your enfts ore gone I Scepticism would 
vanish now. The destiny of America, of the worid, was fixed. 
The extension of the "area" of Spiritualism, with its cognate 
sovereignty of "woman's rights," was hastening to embnos the 
drcnmference of earth and " Spheres." 

But to return to the "circle." The eveoing fbnnd them in 
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coB^ve tt tke >ppoint«d moment " SpirittuliBm" wu now 
in Ml bhst, aod the room «u crowded long before Uie appointed 
honr, with mi excited and inzioiis andienoe ; among whom were 
man; pierioiu ebsenteea. Hie oocurreuoee of the preoedin); 
night were weoanted in order. Gr^hio was the description, un- 
bonnded tb«r regrets oa aoconnt cf absence. Some declared 
they wonld not have missed the meeting for any oosBideralion 
— othera said tbey would hare given their fiuioB to he present, 
while all resolved not to let businea or any thing whatever 
prevent their attendance at each and every " drole," and that 
with the pwmission of the lectorer, tbey would meet evec; 
evening. 

The praises heaped upon their chief, exbaosted the entire 
list of anperlatives. He was ^e Ood ; the " circle " were his 
winshipen. Nothing ooold sorpaes the munificence tbey were 
ready to bestow upon him. A ^endid " plaoe " must be pre- 
sented him in token of their esteem, and his services perma- 
nently secured at all haiards. 

He soon arrived — and tueh a greeting! Blany laughed ; 
some wept for joy. The table marks, visible upon bis &oe 
and worn with the pride of a martyr, were viewed with greater 
euriouty and oounted more honorable than the soars of the 
war-worn chieflun received in bis country's battles. Calling 
the "circle" to order, the lecturer announced that be had been 
Burronnded by swarms of spirits daring the day — that he had 
detected the presence of some evil siorit in the midst of them. 
(Cries of " put him out" — " that's so " — " he's one of 'em.") 

" I am satisfied," eontinned the Tetetan lecturer, " that 
hereafter, the safest oonise is to oompel the spirits to put on 
14* 
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[wper ereTj oommunioation which we receire u genniDe. A 
writiDg gpitit told me so thu itj. I am conTinced that the 
' msDifeatation * I got hut night wu s wuniDg •gaJDBt oar 
being taj farther imposed apon by the 'nppera,' Thej are 
noUting more nor less thao a gang of imposton. Their oon- 
niog cheats are oalcnlated to bring ns into disreBpecL I, 
therefore, order this circle to reoeiTe no mora ' rapping eommn- 
nicatioDB* from either of the Spheres, since the prime spirit 
which has been our general agent tnrns ont to b« none other 
than the Great Ljiing Lncifer himself, who will dram up all 
the 'Ihumpen' he can to impose apon as, and sink oar oanse 
in disgrace. Therefore, I pronounce this the ' Grand National 
Circle,' henceforth organized for \mting Mediums alone, as a 
safeguard against all deceptions in fntnre." 

" Should any of the ' bottom sphere ' liars intrude upon us, 
we will hear their 'oommunicatioDS,' but treat or interpret 
them as we please. Such are my orders, ' Circle,' join hands 
fbr written manifestations." 

With a tremendous flourish of eathosiaam, this injunction 
was instantly obeyed, the master of ceremonies watching fbr 
the indications of spiritual presence. Presently a number of 
Mediums began to uod, particularly the females meutioned the 
previous evening. After sundry manifestations by the lecturer, 
in obedience to orders, they ' let go hands,' and be pal Ibft 
question : 

" Are there any spirits present ? " 

A sudden and terrific " rapping." 

"Silence!" shouted the master, and all was still. 

" An there any spirits present from the lowest Sphere T " 
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Three nipa. 

" Do joa irifih to oommuDioate f " 

No reply. 

" Do you wish to write f " ioquired he, fnmialuiig peoiul and 
" Bignal book." 

Still DO answer, but a Medium, with month wide opeo, 
thrust forth hia tODgae at full leogtb. 

"Does that spirit wish to communicate 7" asked the lec- 
turer, with evident amazement. 

" If so, make it manifest." 

" Yes," clearly articulated the Medium. 

The circle gazed at each other, dumb-founded at this new 
phenomena. 

"The lecturer, at length recovering himself, congratulated 
them on thus having made the important discovery of a talk- 
ing Malium, and expatiated largely npon the rapid progress of 
their darling cause, the flourishing condition of the " circle," 
and the certainty ihat according to the present ratio of develop- 
meot, the period was not far distant when apirita would Btund 
before them, face to face, in visible ' manifegtatlons.' " 

Meanwhile the new "Medium" shook with {nvc^uniary 
spasma, eapecially in the region of the maxillary muscles, ob- 
serving which, the lecturer, amid the higheat pilch of excite- 
ment, said, that, as the spirit was so extremely importunate, 
he would at once receive the communication, and demanded : 

" Are you happy 7 " 

" Yes — sit^-ee," shouted the Medium at the top of his voice. 

The Spiritualists leaped for joy, at what they deemed the 
most profound and glorious "manifestation" of the age. 
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" Wliat doca the spirit ni^h to communicate 7 " further de- 
maDded the lecturer. 

"I want all ray friends snd everybody to become be — lie 

e vers" he saog out, laying peculiar stresa upoD 

the acceoted syllable of the last word, and prolonging the 
acute iofleotion to the extent of hb breath. 

" Good" — "good" — "good," echoed round the "ring." 

"Have you any thing else tu oommuDioale?" asked the 
moderator. 

" I don't know nothin more, note," was the unequivocal re- 
ply, and the puff of iuspiration escaping through his wind-pipe, 
the " Medium " collapsed like an eshauated bellows, and cried 
" water — water," to quench his thirst. 

"A deluge of congratulations poured in upon him from all 
sides. The old wine was truly in reserve for the last of the 
feast Never before had they enjoyed so rich a meeting. It 
was granted on all hands that they had hitherto been hood- 
winked and bamboozled by a "lying" spirit. But the dark 
imposition had vanished before the new demonstration. They 
oould now talk with the shades, and in their sanguinenese of 
yet being able to tee them, some imagined they already caoght 
a glimpse of their shadows. 

Joy flowed full, purse-strings generously relaxed, and " pass- 
ing the bat," to pay the Professor of Ghoslology for bis dis- 
tinguished eervicts, the circle, in its tpkerical capacity, dis- 
solved, but tarried in promiscuous intercourse till a late hoar. 
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MEANWniLE tbcse "spiritual dcinoDstrationg" were in 
progress, our village editor, whose acquaiutance tbe 
render has already miide, bad issued a number of tbe National 
Bulletin, wbich however did Dot satisfy the eager curiositj of 
that reading people. The previous issue was full of iDterest, 
because it was full of news. The following is an extract from 
bis " leader:" — 

" During our absence last week, a etatement found its way 
into our columns which threw the community into a high state 
of excitement. 

" Were it not for tbe fact that, without an explanation, we 
should be held up to public ridicule by our brother editors, we 
should maintain a prudent silence. Kespect for ourself, how- 
ever, requires us to (»rrect the error. It is sufficient to say, 
we were necessarily absent, and in the interim our conjugal 
partner having assumed the chur editorial, is the sole and re- 
sponsible proprietor of the consequent excitement. 

" The eircunsluicej however, affords a theme fbi diasertatioD. 
(165) 
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"We inajbe called conaervative, antiquated, ' old fogi/ish ;' 
neverthclesa, we must be allowed to express out opioion freely 
in Telation to the so-called rcfonus aad progrc3:iiye devcbp- 
menls of tlie age. 

" The two superlative prodigies of these ' latter days,' and 
both virgin borD,* are Woman's Rights aod Spiritualism — Iho 
North American Twius, begotten without sire, and hence ihe 
pTogenj of miraculous cooception ! Although usbi^red into 
this inhospitable world in their putcrnal orphauagc, furtuDalcly 
for them, they are not molherleM. More lucky (ban their uu- 
cient prototypes of Boaiao famc,t which parentless, fricnJless, 
and outcast, were adopted and nursed by a philanthropic ma- 
tronly wolf, the fusler-uwlher of furure empire! thefe sirchss 
foundlings, lying at the exuberant jmpR of mulemal care und 
affection, are wasing lusty, the fancied founders, in embryo, of 
a dominion wider than the world, more lusting than time. 
But whatever may he tlie clicriahod hopes of the New Lights, 
alias the Spiritual Reformers, we cannot withhold our convic- 
tion that the^e hopeful bantlings of theirs, although heirs ex- 
pectant to the throne of universal sway, are but the incipient 
'manifestations' of two rais-^hupcd boobies, the idols, indeed, 
of motherly pride and vanity, but doomed to be the laughing- 
stock of the world. True, they arc blessed with a goodly 
Dumber of beardlesB and some full bearded god&tbers, 

-bniiu of nrUiD mililni IwUga, nd Splrtt lUpplnii trom the Hiwo Fox cf BorliHIer. 

f Hklorj noordi Uut Romulus mA RBmiu, tha twio brotliaii and Ibundsn of 

VhdeDt Rone, loft orphuu Id their Inlkncr, ven ODDfUsd to Uii nro of (lidr dnDTo, 

wbo, fknm boUth of imblttini, oipoted Ihom to pntih ; but ■ iIh wolf tuoi tat 
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jet are they eyidenti; idiotio snd rickety monsteTs. Tbeir 
* manifest deatiay ' is to be In^od and traadled about, a oon- 
stant burden to their mothers and the objects of wonder aod 
disgust to the gaiing public, who will feel a gratifyiog relief 
to see them rolled together inio a timely grave." 

This laet auDonDoenieDt blew the flame of public ezoitement 
into a Btill broader blace. The office of the editor was thronged 
from village and ooantry. Especially was he beset by the 
more curioiu and ttt^tiut'ttin! ] art of the humaD family, in a 
manner that fully tested his patience. He bore the inflicdoD, 
however, with the ooiuposure of a philosopher, wisely oonsol 
ing himself, by way of indemnity for his martyrdom, with 
the consideration that he was reaping laurels as the hero of 
good-Da turedncas, while his fiery "leader" would greatly ex- 
tend the circulation of the National BuUetin, True, bis expo- 
sition of the " New Lights," though reeeived aa sterling ooin 
by his subscribers, was repudiated with disdain as base metal 
by his woman readers. But as « aet-off to tiiis, his independ- 
ent, liber ty-loviog wife could steal a march upon him now and 
then, into the editorial "oolumo," and deal blow for blow, 
making reprisals with interest for the spoliations committed 
upon her sex. So by Ibis alliance, offeostve and defensive, the 
National BtUUtin. not only attained its original domain, but 
in the marob of eoni^ueat, conquered the annexation of new 
ukd extensive territory. 

Amaziah, in the ease and freedom of oneness, was something 
of a "gentleman about town," in part, because he had 
Birthiag to do, but more from tbe &ot, that he had no dispou- 
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tion to dr> it. He bad, however, been Bometbiog ot Kh 6b- 
aeirer of passing events — had oontemplated to the extent of 
his ability, in its varions bearings, the foretold revolution and 
reversa] of the Miler of things. Trae to hie calling, as an tm- 
pretfibh Medium, he lemained an adhersBt believer, in th« 
predictkoi of what wbb shortij coining to pass, yet still dis- 
covering maaj thinge which mnit have shaken his fslth ia 
woman's capaoitj to govern, bad his belief been fonnded on 
bnman evidence. But leaving our bachelor to ruminate upon 
bis " daj dreams and sight visions," in oraifomitj with ths 
popular art of historiography — which requires the inoorpora* 
tion of every eollateral, if not oontempora neons incident, how- 
erer s%ht its importance, or doubtful its coanMlioi — we will 
fuck «p the bcording-house nows, resuming the nanative 
where we dro(^fed it. 

Hiss Eager, like Amariah, enjoyed tbe flreedom of simple 
oneness, but dis»milar to him, she had much to do, and withal 
the disposition to do it. In pursuing her handicraft at the 
boardiog-botise, unfortunately, her experience proved that 
sometimes mutakes as well as misfortunes do not " come 
single," for as her ill star would have it, she committed a 
blunder in fabrieating tbe memorable new silk dress. Tbft 
mishap, though inaigBificaat and harmless, was nevertheless 
sufficient to throw its owner into a most violent^. 



Mrs. Wilson felt driven to /ret her mind, and like a real 
Diana dischai^;ed the arrows of her innuendoes, till her quiver 
WIS emptied, bvt pointless and haraileaB, they fell vpoD tkft 
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buckler of the old maid's silence. Frovokiogly oool, she Mt 
plying scissors and needle, erer ind anon looking np implor- 
ingly, u mnoh ts to say : 

"O don't, Mrs. Wilson." 

Such piDToking coolness ms more than the nndom onset of 
onr landlady's impetnositj oonld withstand, and she was on the 
point of ealling her bosband aa a ranforoement, when ohano- 
ing to over-bear the din, he entered, not as aoziliarj, hnt me- 
diator, ezolaiming with great good nature — 

"Wbat'a np, my dnck ? " 

" Don't yon think," was the sapplicating reply — "my new 
dreaa is spilte — and Badger, I — I Irish, my aosl, you'd order 
him ont of the honae." 

" Well, wife, 'tis rather bad, I declare," said Wilson, in n 
balf bantering manner. "Bot after all, what signifies itf 
Why take on abont what yon are going to take right off again F 
Woman's Rights and breeches, not gowns, are the latest styles, 
you know." 

This aunsbine was but a "weather-breeder." Wilson saw 
the cloud blacken — felt the lightning flash in bis foce — the 
thunder crack in his ear. The storm-olond waa bursting on 
his head, as be aougbt timely shelter, in a sndden turn of the 
Bubjeot. 

" But what has she done to your dress, my dear ? " asked 
be, appeaungly. 

" What's she done f Completely rained it — minaf it. And 
Badger's the cause of it. The quicker we < ship ' him, the 
better." 

"Perhaps it osn be fixed — if it can't, yon shall bare 
15 
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aDoAer ugood — if aot better— aa cheer up, dorey. B*- 
formers shoald alnjs keep the upper hand of theuuelves." 

The tempest lolled, bat lowered, oe she »brnptl; witbdnw to 
her private apartment. 

The maatoa-maker oontiDned iatentlj engaged upon the ill- 
fated garment. 

" Don't be frightened, UUs Hager," said Wilson, pleasantly, 
*' if I play the hen-huity a little. Wo husbands have to do it 
sometimea, jou know. What seems to be the trouble with the 
new gown ? Don't it fit, or don't it tuit f Which 7 Ton 
havn't out it wrong, have jou ? " 

" Why no, Mr. Wilson. I've only made a little mistake is 
pattjng it together. I will have it all done in an hoar, and 
warraut it to set as nice as a pin. You know, Mr. Wilmn, 
what troubles I've had since I came here. Its enough to make 
any poor girl orazy, to think of it. And now Mrs. Wilson 
declares she will tell everybody that I have been trying to 
court Mr. Badger, when I never spoke a nngle word with him 
in my life. I think its too much to bear," said she, her voice 
tremulous with emotion and eyes fillieg with tears. 

" 0, that's all, is it? Not half so bad as it might be. I'll 
set all the bones it breaks. Yon finish the dress and trust mo 
for the rest," said he blandly, leaving the room. 

He sought and found his wife before the glass giving the 
flubbing flouridi to her toilet, which always constitut«d Wil- 
son's domestic thermometer. He saw at a glauoe the degree 
of temperatore. Her hair — die ends, as if in eleotrioal repul- 
non, looking porcupinish — bad a pOTtentons twist and her 
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oomb a pecnliu cant, iadioatiDg the mercury niaed plvmp np 
to iho boiling point. 

" Pretty fix I'm left in — the hau;, jart u I ezpeol«d" — 
cried she nervoaelj, thrusting the last skewer iato her top-knot. 

"Well, Iwouldn'tborrow troubleaboutitjlgaefls. What's 
the use of borrowiDg what jon don't vant when ^n gel it f " 
said he ssgely. 

" Old Badger is at the bottom of it — and " 

" Bottom or top, mj dear, I really can't divine what he am 
possibly have to do with it. Now, one question, dovey. Aint 
yon a lit — tie too — fastf" 

'* Fast or slow, little or much, the qnioker he's ' shipped ' 
the better. We've seen enough of him. Bo yon know bo's 
got a whole lot o' books and papers in h'ls room, aod porin over 
'em all the while? I've seen 'em. Thoy tell about spiri Is 
and tcoman'i right*, besides other things — I didn't know ex- 
actly what it was, bat I s'poee 'twas some big doctor's words or 
other. I don't think that looks well for an old bachelor, es< 
pecully Do yon ? " 

" I don't see any thing so very bad abont it. If ho chooses 
to study the sciences, why let him. Its bis privilege and we 
aboaldn't interfere with iL" 

" I don't think ita any of his bnsinegs, any way, and we 
can't get rid of him too soon, before he makes any more 
trouble. That's my mind." 

" May be he's studying for a doctor. Who knows? Then 
we can have a physician in tbe fiunily. Wooldu't that bo 
handy thongh ? " said Wilson rogoiahly. 
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" And hw brow oleand, but not b«r t»dlM *j*i 

Tbe iHiid wu dowD, but mU Uu m* na high.* 

As it happened, the mail bad just bronght tHend Badger 
vaiiouB fresh publicationa oa the subject of "woman's righto," 
and among them the petition adopted at the Qreat Con ven lion, 
accompanied wilh a request that he would cinjulateit; also that 
a meeUog be called, tbe subject explained, and the people 
aroused to the importance of the matter. How his address 
was obtained, or why he was selected as a leader in the new 
movement, was bejond his comprehension ; but as tbe respon- 
sibility was laid upon him, and possibly feeling a little flattered 
by the distinction of beiog raised to the dignity of a public re- 
former, he resolved promptly to dischar^ bis official duty. With 
the formidable array of documents in his hands he was de- 
scending tbe stairs, to lay them before the consideration of bis 
landlady, just as she and her husband issued into the hall, and 
approaching ber with an air of great deference, swd : 

" Mrs. Wilson, I have got a petition to circulate, which I'd 
like to have you take and getas many names as possible. You 
head it, and " 

You needn't come to me with any of your doctor's papers. 
Give 'em to Miss Hager, she'll take 'em. I'll thank you to 
move your quarters, sir. We can't board yon any longer; 
rather, we don't ehoote to." 

"But this is a petition fbr woman's r^ht», and I supposed 
of conrse aU the women would jump at the chance of signing 
it. You want freedom, don't you, Mrs. Wilson ? " 

" I understand it. You want us to sign away what littla 
liberty we've got left. I always thought we'd have to do all 
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the tDeo'B drndger; jet, before we died. Aod th&t's jost whkt 
you're after dow. I koov you. So keep your old papers and 
clear out," and away she whirled to the kitchen. 

" What's in the wind thb morning, Wilson F" asked the 
petitioner, damb struck. 

" 0) the new dress don't St, or eome deT'lish thiog or 
other." 

" Has'ot ahe got another 'Jit f ' " 

" Yes, & regular fit — and the hardest kind." 

At this, Badger started without preliminarj, and in great 
haate for his pills, thinking it a /{ opportunity to test their 
efficacy. He took &70 boxes, and descended to the kitchen. 
Finding his patient raving at Dinah (con»derale wench, who 
bore it kindly), and the evident symptoms of the case indica- 
ting tbs necessity of instant relief, he handed them to her, 
saying, 

" Take six now, and tbc remainder in two hours." 

Upon opening the box, instead of following the prescription, 
she let fly the whole into his &co, and suiting the word to the 
action, exclaimed, 

" Yon old fool ! I didn't sign yoar paper. I see your trick. 
You wanted me to subscribe for pills — hut I didn't, yoa " 

" No, 00, Mrs. Wilson — these is the great 'sovereign rem- 
edy for fits.' Just take 'em. They are sure cure. I bought 
'em on purpose for yon." At that instant. Miss Hager called 
for Mrs. Wilson, 

" What d'you want," answered sbe, waspishly. 

" Will you please to come up and try on the dress f Its 
ready now." 
15* 
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" O yea," md Badger, " I'd like real well to see it. Its ihe 
prettiest patten I ever saw." 

Though at first nnyielding, Wilson making his appearance, 
she was at length perenaded. Thej ascended, fallowed by the 
new pill doctor. 

Badger — at whoee entrance Miss Hager looked the picture 
of surprise — taking up the notable garment, as it Uj across 
the back of a chur,andholdingitoffatann'Bleiigtb, exhausted 
his vocabulary in a strun of admiration — and finally remark- 
ing, that if it was not "a fit," he would be glad to take it off 
her hands, sedng the period was so near when he should have 
oocanoD to use it. 

Mrs. W resigning herself into the hands of her man- 

tua-maker, in a trice, she came forth the most bnzom-looking 
creatnre tbat silk and cotton conld make her. 

"Mr. Wilson" and "Mr. Badger," duly preeeat«d, went 
into ecstaoiea over the embodiment of their " beau ideal," as 
she wheeled from right to left and left to right, in review be- 
fore tbera. Even Mrs. Wilson, conscious of being the " observed 
of all observers," and seeing her own image in the mirror, was 
Tainly proud that nature and the manlJia-makitr had cast her 
in a mould of such faultless proportions. 

The _fit WHS over. .Miss Hager was now the model drcsa- 
uiftker, and "Doctor Budger" (as she was pleased to call him) 
was at once reinstalled in the good groces of his landlady, apd 
he " must not leave on any consideration." 

In the course of the sftemoon Mrs. Wilson appeared on 
grand parade, equipped with new dress, chemisette, bracelet, 
&o., in the most cheerful mood imaginable. Among other 
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pwtionlar fViends, she honored the Dootor with a oall (not an 
oDiuiu] occarrenoe by tlie way), and alanding before bim in the 
most graceful, wiDoing attitude, said with a playful emile, 

" Mr. Badger, don't you wish 1 was a widow?" 

"I don't ^Qow as I wish you was a widow; but I wouldn't 
care if I was Mr. Wilson." 

" I think this makes up real pretty. I don't beliere Uiere'll 
be a «ngle dress in ohnroh to-morrow, that'll beat it." 

" Ton are certainly dressed in first-rate taste, Mn. Wilson ; 
but bow long d'you s'pose it will be before the women wiQ 
put our clothes ou f" 

"Whstl wear coats and trowaers?" 

" CerUunly." 

" I'd just as lesTO do that as any tiling, if it was only the 
fashion." 

" But wouldn't you like to have it the fiuhion 1" 

" Yes, I would for a spell, just to see how it would seem." 

" And how would it suit yon for the women lo have the 
power, as men do now — make the laws, govern the Church 
and the State, carjy the numt!/, and all such things V 

" first-mte. I'd give any thing for that." 

" Well, Mrs. Wileon, believe me, that it going to be ho, very 
■ooD too — yon may depend upon it." 

" What makes you think bo, Mr. Badger 7" 

" Well, if yon won't tell anybody, I'll tell you." 

" Well, I promiee yon I won't. I'll be sure and keep it a 
real secret." 

" Well, if you believe it, there was the spirit of a Mermaid 
oome iulo ibis very room that night it stormed so awfnlly, and 
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told me M. Sh« eud she oome right from the S|urit-Lnad. 

t Dever told anybody of it before." 

" Can we hare all the property V inquired she, earnestly. 

" yes, yoa can pass laws bo that yoo oao." 

" What have we got to do, to get the men ovt, so we oan get 
in their place 7" 

"I'll tell yon what. Too mnat take these petitioiu and get 
everybody to sign 'em yoa can. And yon most talk to your 
sex and give 'em to noderetand what's going on. And I think 
yon'd better take a paper that advocates ' woman's rights.' " 

" this is what yon call ' teoman's righu,' is it F Hat's 
what all yonr boohs and papers are for. I've read a good deal 
about ' woman's rightt,' bnt I never really understood it before. 
Tes, I'll do just what yan tell me to. Bntwhatdoyon s'pose 
my husband will say if he finds it out?" 

" nothing — nothing — Wilson<never says any tiling — all 
right. Hope I don't intrude, Doctor Badger f tell me what 
yon think of my wife. Isn't she about X f Wouldn't I leave 
a pret^ nice widow behind, if I shonld happen to go before f " 
said her hnaband, sportingly, who at that juncture entered the 
room, and who, by the way, was really proud of his wife when 
she was neatly dressed and in good humor. 

"I think Mrs. Wilson is a woman of ta»te" replied the 
Doctor, " and if she should be left a widow a great while, I'm 
sure it would be A«^ftult. Wilson, your wife will be in the 
Legislature before two years ! Do you know that V 

" I go for the candidate," sud Wilson, slapping his hands iu 
great glee j " I'll vote for you, duoky." 

"But I'm m sober earnest about this," insisted the Doctor. 
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" We nen lure got to oome under. This ' weouui'i rights ' 
qnestJoa is Uia great qaestiou. Its got uuxig the people aai 
It most go. 'Twill be the gnmd isroe eezt &11, ud ite goiog 
to be carried, sore as fol«. Its advocates irill have a majority 
in the next Leg^d&ture, and I think we'd better go in for it 
What do JOB say f" 

" I say," replied Wilson, " the papers are getting into pretty 
maoh of a $iew abont k. I say, tho^h I'm no politioian, in 
my apmom, Ma a dev'tish big hambng. Bat if tbey want to try 
it, I've no objeotioa. I would as soon Uve under pettiooat 
govenment in the state, as petticoat goreramest at heme." 

" Ton'll have to wear that article then, air," said Aa, with 
«n ur of triumph. 

" Heigh bo 1 you've got the fever, too, baro you wife f Ooing 
to take the ttump, eh f Well, I'm pledged to vote for yon, 
any way. Yoa and Doctor Badger will make a most powerful 
team, when fairiy yoked in. I speak for that dress and ^omi- 
eette, wife. Bhall I lay by my over-aUs for yon to use in the 
stable V Wilson thought of flomethiog that required his im- 
mediate attention, and cbneklitig heartily, took French leave. 

" What a good feeling man he u — always just so," said 
IBadger. 

" He won't feel quite so chipper when ice get in power," said 
she, with self-satisfaation. 

" How glad I am to get you enlisted,- Sirs. Wilson. Now 
yon take the petitioti and obtun all the signatures you can of 
both sexes. Especially get tite ladies of inflnenee enrolled, 
And we'll have a meeting here before long." 

" Tes, I can go all over town in two honia" 
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« I think yoa'd better see tbe e^Ws wife IS soon tBpoiubllr, 
ud eecnre ier support. I Inovr ber bnsbwid is dead agaiiut 
u, bat let ber nndcratMid tb«t tli» men can't print papen 
nnob longer, and she'll be tickled enongk to join na." 

"Well, I'll do it ligbt oK. IpKunieed to g& over there and 
ahow her my new drees just as qaick u it was done. I'll 
bave fifty names \m less tboa an boor," and Mrs. Wilson, witb 
the ntmoet eBtbosiuu, depart«d on bar new mianoD. 

The Doctor was 1^ alone to cogitate on tfa» in^dents of tb» 
daj, especially upoa the sniddeB and extzeme cbange in tha 
appearance of kis landlady. CoDgratalating himself on hai- 
iag won her over to the great and good eaue, be resolTed to 
pnah the petitioa with aU dispatch, and aionsa the whole oonk- 
nnnity t« the aabjeot. 
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** Ntlnn bath fmud ftns|Efl UilDft In bn ttmv-" 

MISS BOSTON, on her relnni, found tbe public mind pretty 
thoroughly ioocalated with the mania of Spiritualism 
and " vomao's rights." 

Numerona " circles " had been instituted, and vhat were 
claimed aa genuiue communications received through a Topping 
Medium. But palpable failures not infrequentlj occurred in 
Eecoring "demonstrations," and thoae obtained bore something 
of a snspicioQS cast; still the believers maintaiued rcmarlahle 
coartge, and were unanimous in promising ultimate female 
aBceodenoy. 

One " manifeslation " in particular, more marked than the 
rest, famished food for tbeir marvelous appetite. 

The spiritual nerves of the " circle," strung around the table 
in the greatest tension of anxiety, a female, by the directioa 
(as she said) and the inspiration of a tchoU Spltere of Spirits, 
breaking forth, in an allegro-tptritoto movement, sung, as if 
pouring out the very wul of melody — 

Fol, tk, rol, 
ral,M,d^»L'■ 



Dt, ml, kO, loL- 
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This exqiUBitely Bpiritunl sextain, ODt-rivaliog the raviBliing 
Blraing of the dying swan, was repeated with Tsrious modula- 
tions, meannhile for accompaniment, the performer rapping a 
splendid spiritual " rub-a^ub," with her knnckles on the table. 

The "circle," almost swooning with admiration, eagerly 
inquired the name of the magnificent cantata. With a fairy* 
like air she replied, " The AngeVt Grand Waltz." 

Jupiter ! Apollo ! What uninspired mortal would ever have 
thought of ihatf But then if the goda are musicians, whj 
certainly the angels may dance. This surely i^ something new 
under ihe sun. Just imagine, reader (if your fancy is suffi- 
ciently etiicreal), imagine yourself In the great spiritual ball- 
room, in the midst of a ^ree. Phoebna, the Dlviae Fiddler 
in the " box," with his spiritual fiddle, and the shades big and 
little, of both sexes, black, white and red, tonching the " light 
fantastic toe " to the scraping of spiritual rosin, horse-hair and 
cat-gut I What French fours, and Scotch reels, and Irish 
jigs, and Spanish fandangos, and Indian pow-wows, and Dutch 
fuddles, and Yankee gallopades, and Fanny Ellsler polkas, 
and Wii^nny breakdowns In the grand " promenade all," of 
the spiritual cotillion I 

Our tinging Medium sought earnestly to be re-inspired, but 
the Muses were mute. Either they were indisposed, or the 
fountain of song was exhausted. However, the " circle" en- 
tertained hope that the musical spirila would agtun appear. 

Miss Boston was advertised of nil that had happened during 
her absence. Great anxiety prevailed (o find the lecturer, 
whose name was on every tongue ; though often interrogated 
as to her knowledge of his locality, Lucy, for the moat part, 
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she kept her own conDeele. To one or two only of her most 
intelligent and intimate &iends, she opened her mind freolj in 
relation to the spirit vith which she wbb ho tnxioos to bold 
correspondence, and declared it to be of little nM to send for 
the lectnier, since just as good Medinnu might be found there 
■8 elsewhere. She had pressing invitations to meet with the 
circles, but declined from prudential, or some other motives. 

As yet. Miss Boston bad taken no measnres to discover the 
person ebosen as the Medium of the spirit of the Mermaid. 
The best coarse to pursue — that was the qaesdon. She bad 
the impreeaion that he resided somewhere in central New York. 
Believing herself able to recogniie him in a public meeting, 
even, her first thought was to go into every town, large and 
small, lectaring on " woman's rights," in the hope of acciden- 
tally falling jn with him at some point in her wanderings. But 
this method wba attended with great nncertninty. The idea 
occurred to her, to advertise for bis discovery. But how ? For 
the "person who bad seen the spirit of the Mermaid?" That 
would not do. She blamed herself exceedingly for not having 
learned his name, or at least his plncc of residence. 

No feasible method presenting itnelf, she at length came to 
the cooolasion that ber chnnces of success liiy as much within 
the "spheres" as the ciicuniFerence of earth, for steam might 
have already carried the uiiknonn Medium to California or to 
China, or he might bavc lalien hia departure to the Spirit 

She therefiire adopted the hold plan of seeking the spirit of 
the Mermaid in person. Accordingly, retiring to her chamber, 
she assumed almost every p^wible attitude at every faonr of the 
16 
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da; «Dd nigbt, mentally and oiall; inTi^iDg Jta preseDce, bat 
with DO avul. Her ingeDuit; and perseverance, thongfa 
|»rompted by the pareat motive, were not repaid with the least 
aigo of a " maoifestalioD," not even the ambiguity of a dream, 
and she nearly abandoned the hope of securing a spiritual alli- 
ance in the consummation of " woman's rigbta." iDviUtions 
were almost daily pressed npon her, from Tarious quarters, to 
address public meetings on the great topic of refomi, but they 
had all been declined. As the political elements were begin- 
ning to be agitated in view of the forthooming eleotion, and 
candidates, as tervantt of the people (?) were offering their 
di$mteretted servicefl, she ooncloded there was no time to be 
lost io Tiodicating the rtghti of her sex and elevating their 
" long^deferred" claims before the masses. 

She therefore arranged and published a list of appointments, 
when she would address the oiUsens of different plsoes on the 
question of "government reform." The serios of the pro- 
gramme carried her down to tbe eve of election. It was 
stated, however, in connection with the notice, that should any 
thing occur to prevent the fulfillment of her engagements, dae 
notice thereof would be given. 

With a lofty purpuee and a brave heart, she ent«red npon 
the campaign. The above-mentioned advertisement happened 
(o fall under the eye of Doctor Badger, and observing that the 

celebrated lecturer was to address the citizens of U , 

which being the nearest point to hia resilience she would 
touch, he resolved to attend tbe meeting. 

Pclit'.otij were nnmerous, the press grew 1dm rampant in its 
oppoeitioD, converts multiplied, and the work went gallantly on. 
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^The Doctor «i>d his CM4}*liO'» ^^- Wilson, were indefklo- 
^Me, but they fcad u 7«t '<^ed together DO pnblio auenbkgc^ 
|>riDoip&lly for tbe want of a spoiker. The merita of the hot 
refonn appeared Bot to fw very thwooghly mderstood iti ihti 
locaUty, yet ihen was enough of novel^ and tan in !t to in- 
vreese Hm list of petitienetB 4o m iadefiuite length. The vil- 
lage editor ateod «p « vigoranB oj^nnent, bat faia " tttvnger 
lialf" WM as vehemeHt an advocate of the oaaae. Wilson, too, 
t>eIoflged to the enemy, liat net of tbe " rank and file." Choo»- 
ing the guerrilla mofc of varfare, bo one ooald leave • spot 
vxpoaed as big u ft fcollet, without feeling his " sbftrp shota," 
bat treating his hsplees Tiotiss wilh su^ sapetabsudanoe of 
good Bfttare, tbey were quite indifiereBt if not inseDsible to 
thdr veaods. Hia chief delight was not in fcilling or wound- 
ing, but in AiMng (A« mark. 

Mr. Badger, itt compag; with his hostess— now a leading 
apirit in the reform — set oat to attend 1^ convention, her 
husband -dryly remsrhing, ea tfaey deputed, 

" I hope, my dear, you will take good c&re of tbe Doctor 
while yon are gone." 

Reaching U— -■ -, towaida evening of the same day, they 
"booked" themselves at the "Gentml." Mrs. Wikoa bad 
but vague conoeptiuns of city lift. Although U ' — '— was 
far from being tbe metropolis of the sUte, yet it was in wou> 
derfnl contrast with her provincial ideas and habiU. The 
evening on Ueir hands, Doctor Badger escorted his kndlady 
through the principal streets, to " see the place." Her gal- 
lant companion must have felt that sho was beginning already 
to avail herself of her " inalienable rights," be she oompelled 
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kin to halt at almoot eveiy step to kduire and «xpkiQ tlw 
vondera wbich nnder the bnlUaiiey of gas-light sppeoied to 
grow moie and more voadroie at each Bsooessive window. 

AmoDg other objects id tLeir peTegrinations and sightseeing^ 
the; came in contact with a iB«ntn&-tDskflr'ii aign, oi in techni- 
cal phrase a "form." Badger wu indiBed to kaatea b^foir' 
enmstaoces oauung the sight of it to prodnoe within him paiit- 

fnl sensations, Mre, W obserrcd his inpaUeaoe. Her 

esriodty excited lo know the cause, and after the ftshion of 
the sex, unwilling to leaye without a few " last words," 

" do we there I" sud sbe ; ** that is exactl; like one Miss 
Jones had, and a crazy fellow knocked it down in the dirt oao 
da; aod threw a pail of water alt over it, and Uie; h»d a greoX 
time. Don't jon reoMuiber it?" 

*< Mis. Wilson, hadn't we better be getting along f" said he, 
in an urgent tons. " We shan't get round to-night, if w» 
■top lo see everything." 

" Didn't TOti bear of that though f I thoaght ererjbody 
knew it." 

" How did yon gel yonr ioformation, Mrs. WilsoB ? " 

" Miss Hager told me. She happened to be to work tbere 
at the time. Ob I how scar't she was. She never " 

" Yes, I believe I did know something about it Hadn't 
we better cross over here and go np the other side," said be, 
intermpting. Her qnesttons were maltifariooa as a woman's 
toi^e oonld make them, in relation to the objects that met 
tbdr gate on every band. A tide of petqtle, of all ages, 
Mzes, and conditions, was continually passing to and fro. She 
wondered where such a " sight of folks" cmld come from, and 
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ithere the; were going, l&verj one thej met, thitt Btruck her 
« in any vay pecnlur, she wonld gire hia arm a twitch and 
ask if he knew " who Aat " waa. With an indefinite nnmber 
of oroBEingB and re-croMings, haltdnga and atartings, and tnrn- 
JDgs and wiodingfl, the sight-eeera fonnd themselres at their 
lodgings again. 

Mrs. W rested but little daring the night, becaoee, to 

use ber own phrase, '* there was such k raft of folks oomiog and 
going all the time," and she "kept getting np to see who they 
were." Bnt exhausted natnre must be restored, and she slept 
Bonndlj in the morning. 

It was time to "ring np" the sleepers. The gong set np 
its deafening roar throngb the halls, and came thandering along 
by onr landlady's door. In an inslant, tUongb bat half awake, 
■he was on her feet. Such a ncose 1 She had noTer heard the 
like before. It had passed to the further end of the ball, and 
was returning with rcdonbled terror, when in her night regalia, 
the picture of fright, she threw open the door and screamed — 

" For mercy sake, what is the matter 7 Is the houHe afire f 
'Tu a fire bell — O, dear I what shall I do f I can never find 
the way down." 

" This is the first ring, ma'am," said ibe waiter langhing. 
" We ring again for breakfast" 

Mrs. W 'e panic was allayed, yet she was at a loss to 

know what it was that made such a dreadfol noise. 

Let no one make sport of the poor woman, for who that ever 
beard a gong tor the firat time, but felt his hair rise on end 
and his flesh crawl, at the teriifio yell. 

At an early boor beg^n the soiroanding coontry, to poor into 
16* 
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the dty, in its accustomed minaer. Th« morning Etages, wetl 
ladeo, arrived from various direcdons. Mrs. W— - supposed 
thejr were aU cotning to attend the convention. 

Doctor Badger and his oomptuiion reptiring to the pnblio 
hall, in advance of the hour, found but & few persoDB present. 

Hiss Boston had arrived in toirn. A uumlwr of "strong 
minded " women and one or two (uieo^-minded) men attended 
ber. The3r entered the ball in oompanj, and occupied the 
platfbrm. The edifice was rospectablj' filled; the aadienoe a 
niocellaneouB one. In front of the stand aat the reportera 
of the several "dailiet," with pen in band, read; to chronicle 
the "demonstration" m potent in its bearing upon the desti- 
nies of man. 

One of the ladiee, whose name was announced, opened tbe 
meeting by a short speech, ftt the close of which she introduced 
Miss Boston to the audienee. 

Our heroine, amid applause — her naturally dignified person, 
made even more majeBtic bj her rich costume, new in material 
but not in style — delivered a lengthy and powerfiil address, 
in which she contended — 

FinL "That woman had been and was enskved." 

Secondly. "That she could if she icotJil,\x free." and 

Thirdly. She followed with some pertinent and forcible re- 
marks, in substance — that a mighty effort was being made — • 
that the world was moving — old foundstions were breaking 
up — a new and better-balanced system was forming — she 
felt confident that the next Legislature would show a majority 
in favor of " woman's rights," and urged her sex to " ont " 
the society of those who refused their co-operation. She 
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hoped the sacred name of woman vonld do longer be dugraoed 
— or rather that abe would cease to disgrace hereelf, bj tmck- 
ling to the urogtted power of her master — and ooncluded 
bj affirming that she had a divine ammction of the truth 
and justice and aucoess of their oanse — that a Bapematur&l 
revelation, she bad the best reason to beliOTe, had been made, 
and of which she hoped and prajed thej might receive tbe 
benefit, before the die ahoald be cast at the Idea of November. 

The address was listened to with great attention, and pro- 
duced an unexpected BenaatJen. The gnvitj of the speaker 
and earnestness of her manner impressed every one with the 
truth of her siaoeritj and confidence of speedy triumph. 

Miss B 's closing sentence made a special impresnon on 

tbe mind of the reveUtor of the Mermaid. Satisfied that the 
allusion was to none other than himself, his pride was elevated, 
and he felt an itching to make known his identity, but whether 
to seek a renewa) of acquaintance was a query. His feelings 
prompt«d him to go forward and introdace himself, but a tremb- 
ling timidity held him back. 

Lncy having resnmed her seat, a reverend gentleman fol- 
lowed with some cc^nt remarks, in support of the previous 
address, in the course of which, he alluded to the spiritual 
nuuifesta^ons and prophecies, all lending, he siud, to the con- 
viction that " woman's rights " mnst prevail. 
' Badger dee|>ly intent upon hearing and nnderstanding every 
word, kept liis eyes &xed upon the speaker, with the gate of 

motiouless abalraciion. Miss U was observed to leave the 

platform. Her eye had caught and recognized her quondam ac- 
quaintance of Mermaid memory. Fortnitoos conoarrence I ai^ 
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t&Dged no doubt bj the spirits imparting fi^h hope to onr 

heroine, and to "womao's rights" a new impetus. 

Soon the revclator might disappear in the crowd. It was 
her care not to lose trace of him again, and gliding noiselessly 
down the aisle sbe was qniokly at bis side, bat nnobaerred bj 
him, so lost was he in attention to the speaker. Her finger 
rested lightly on his shonlder, yet be was insenuble to the 

toaeh, when Mrs. W , who had the happy capacity of seo- 

ing everything, whispered in bis ear — 

" Miss Boston's band is on yoiiT ebonlder." 

Brought to his senses by this announcement, he sprang in- 
Totnntary to his feet, almost aa muob surprised as when he saw 
the Hermud. 

" At what house do yon stop, sir," inquired Miss B , in 

a suppressed tone. 

" The < Gentntl,' " be replied, in a loud whisper. 

"I will see you at your room, immediately afler theadjoum- 
ment," said ebe, and returned to the platform. Tho Doctor 
settled beck Into bis seat with an air of pride, bordering on 
pomposity, at this public distinction paid to him by the illus- 
trious lecturer. The movement, though observed, attracted 
but the momentary attention of the audience. 

Several individaals followed in brief remarks, committees 
were appointed to circulate petitions, and the convention closed. 

Miss Boston, panctual to appointment, found Amaziah awoit- 
iug her arrival, took his band with almost a mascDlinc grip, 
and expressed her great joy at meeting bim so opporluncly. 

"The privilege to ask questions being one of woman's 
rightt, aUow me to enquire yonr name, ^r," said she. 
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» Amad&b Badger. I live ic tlie village of O ," wu die 

reply. 

" Mr. Badger, pardon me the liberties I take. Frtedom, 
yon know, is mj creed. It is impoesible for me to express the 
anxiety I have had to see yon— and great is my good fortnDO 
in this unexpected iDterriew. Frovidenoe first threw as into 
contact, and Providence has led ns hither for a merdful and 
benevolent pnrpose, I cannot donbt. But have you again seen 
the spirit of the Mermaid 't " 

"I have not, ma'am." 

"Have yon ever received 'manifestations' from any other 
spirits ? " 

" I have not, ma'am." 

" Have yon ever attended a spirit meeting? " 

" I never have, but I'd like to, though." 

"Is it possible, Mr. Badger, that yon have never met with 
a ' circle;' and is there none in yonr village f " 

" ^o, I never saw any such thing in my life. There aint 
any at oar place." 

Lucy was struck with astonishment at tbe myntery, for such 
she regarded it, and this entirely convinced her that the spirits 
came of tbeir own accord, and not by enticement, neither by 
persuasion nor force. 

" Mr. Badgor, ssked she, with anxiety, " do you not know, 
or can yon not devise some means by which to obtain one more 
interview with the spirit of the Mermaid?" 

"I don't know of any thing, Miss Boston. I havn't any 
reason to expect I shall ever see it again." 

" But what seemed to be tbe object of her appearance ? " 
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" She Bud it woB because I didn't love the ladies better, and 
she wanted to convince me of their cruel wrongs and proplieoy 
about them." 

This he sud, oot sensible of his being made the Medium of 
Bpititual communication in furtherance of the great reform. 

" Have yon an; objection to making this revelation known 
to the world?" 

"I don't know as I have, but it wouldn't do any good. 
The thing is tettled, Miss Boston. Ton are going to conquer. 
I know it just as well as can be. I don't believe there is six 
men in our whole town opposed to us, and if yon oould only 
bold a convention there we'd have 'em all." 

" Is it known there, Mr. Badger, that you have received this 
revelation?" 

" No— I never lisped it to anybody but yon and Mrs. Wilson." 

" If I could only have an interview with tiiat spirit, what a 
boon it would be to the world. Do yon follow the diteotions 
it gave you, sir ? " 

" Certainly I do. I havn't any wish not to." 

" Suppose yon should take gronnds against ns, do you think 
it would make its appearance to you again f " 

" I don't know, I'm sure. But I can't take ground against 
you. I shouldn't know how, if I wanted to." 

" What, if you should declare that it was all a dream, and 
that yon wiB not be satisfied without another ' manifeslatjon V 
Would she not retam to deliver you from unbelief? " 

" I Imow it wasn't a dream. I saw her twice, as plain aa 
day, and heard ber speak just as clear aa I hear you this min- 
ute," said he, warming into animation. 
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" SappoBe yon try to belleTe that yon ue deceived, and see 
the effect, or simply imagine it a delusion." 

"Iknow I cao't doit. ButTll (rjr, if yoa want me to." 

" Well, DOW, yon endeaTor for a while to work yourself into 
the opinion that what yov thought yon saw, had no rtolity, 
and we will watch the leault. I should like to introdoce you 
to my fHends, and haye yon relate the whole thing to them, if 
yoD ai« willing." 

" I iMTu't no objections as I know of But shall I tell them 
it was real, or that I don't believe there was any truth in itf" 

" Describe the scene as it appeared to yon, and Dote the 
impresmon it will produce upon their minds." 

" Shall I answer all the qnesUons they ask me?" 

" As yon like." 

" Jott han't any doubt but we shall carry the next eleodon, 
have yon. Miss Boston 7" 

" I think our proepeots are very good, but vigilanoe is the 
price of snooesB." 

" Do you meet with much opposition?" 

" O yes, like all reformers, we are talked against and ridi- 
onled by certain olassee, in speech and throngh the press. Bnt 
the jtolitical papen dare not oppose ns directly, neither have 
they courage, honesty, nor the jusdoe to come out boldly in 
our favor. They are the organs of their respective parties, and 
their partie* do they serve, alike unheeding the cries of the 
oppressed and the voice of Ood. But the principal opposition 
we have to meet is ftom a class of independent sheets. Ton 
will donhtleos see a caricature of our meeting in the morning 
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" Let 'em make lil the sport of tu thej oui, Hiss Bostw," 
uid Badger, vitb rising indignKlioD. "£7017 bod; '11 know 
they are only pokin fun at na." 

" Very trae, Mr. Badger, but I bad much rather take the 
field in oppoflitlon to sober reason than borleaqoe, at anj time. 
The blows of argument we can meet and parry, bnt igainsl the 
■hafts of ridicule and derision we have no defense. They are 
sure to pierce through the ' jointe of the hsmess ' somewhere." 

"But if we are only.eober nod einoere, every hodyvillkoow 
that we are on the right side, instead of those who aro all the 
while laughing nxd making sport." 

" Beason and lUdiculc, Mr. Badger, are two mighty leadra^— 
the Utter more formidable than the former — in strife fbr the 
mastery among mankind, in the gross of hnman nature. It la 
so in the nature of things. While Beaaou takes now and then 
a solitary prisoner, lUdicnle will draw off whole squadrons of 
deserters. Henoe are we obliged to contend at great odds ; 
yet I believe we are destined to oonqner, notwithstanding." 

" So do I believe so. They are all on the right side, ont our 
way, but about half a doieo, and they are real hard oases. We 
can never have any peace till they are ont of the way. I wish 
you could come, Uiss Boston, and hold one convention there. 
We shouldn't have any trouble after that." 

" Most gladly would I gp, iSi. Badger, if you could wcure 
mean introduction to the spirit of the Mermaid." 

" As to that, I can't exactly promise," said he. 

"Well, Mr. Badger, I am exceedingly happy in reoeiving 
K good an account of our prospeota in your section. If you 
will now Bcoompany me to my hot«l, I will make you aoqnainted 
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whh m7 oomndea, wbo will be gUd to hew from jtinr own 
lipe a deecriptioD of jonr iaterriew with the spirit" 

"I'd a little nther they'd oome here, if jod'to no olgeo- 
tatiiu," said he, with heritadon. 

"Very well, just as yon prefer; I will bring them direoUy," 
said she, departing. 

Why he Bhonld decline the honor of spearing in public 
with bis distingaiahed visitor, and in his eyes the nohlait 
champion of the cause he had eapoaaed — whether the reason 
lay primarily within himself, or more in the ridnity of his 
next door neighhor^we will not pretend to determine. Snffioe 

it to say, Mrs. W knew to a second when her gallant wu 

left alone, and at onoe pnt him to the torture of an inqniution 
as to the origin, subject, dToamstancee, and resolts of his 
being closeted with the bloomer, and why herself had been 
ezcnsed from the secrecy. The Doctor thought he disoovered 
in her evident Bymptoms of a jii, and as she was on his hands, 
he began to deliberate npon the beat mode of treatment. It 
was a delicate qnestion to decide, wheUier the case required an 
internal or external application — that is to say, a dose of his 
"pills," or a new dress. Fortunately there was, from some 
cause, a sudden change, and the paroxysm passed, much to the 
relief of the Doctor, as well as the patient. 

Miss Boston resorting to her asaodates, informed them, with 
evident agitation, that she had found the person who oUimed 
to have seen the spirit of the Mermud and received at her 
month the prophedo revelation of the certain and speedy 
taiunph of the cause of " woman's rights •" that he had kindly 
consented to relate the whole matter to them, at his room, and 
17 
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knowing the; wotild rejoioe to tmA themBelTsa ot tho ipecul 
bror, she lud come to escort them tliither. 

Her rererend ooadjator, Mr. Q , listeoed in utter u- 

tonuhmont, then fixing his duk ud pierdng •;e apon her, 
with withering bok mi muiner, Bud, 

" Miss Boston, I always esteemed joa ss a lady of sense and 
ft chrisdsn. If joa are serioas and know what you aay, jou 
nre neither. What I Yon a believer in these ktter-daj impos- 
tors, these false prophets and Ijing spirits in league with the 
DeTil, who shame deoenoj and common sense, and set religion 
at defianoe F No one bat an idiot or an infidel oan be goiltj 
of snch blasphemj. The idiot is exnisable — the infidel 
never." 

This haatj and severe, if not ill-tempered rebnke, fell like a 
thnnderbalt npon Mies Boston. It was calling down fire from 
heaven to consume the heretic. 

The females oompoeing the rest of her party were at oooe 
alive with oorionty and impatient to go and see the man. Tba 
reverend reformer, in a flame of holy indignation, or of hot dis- 
pleasnre, said he was stronglj in favor of "womin's rights," 
bat was ashamed of his present company — that He would 
travel with them no more, and left in disgust. 

They in turn were amaied at the oondnot of the desertw. 
Lacy Bud it was only another proof of man's despotic nature 
— that she knew they were bound to snooeed in folfillment of 
the prophecy, and on the whole it was fortunate he had gone, 
■inoe he ooold now have no claim npon them for any office, ap- 
pcnntmeat or mercy, when the happy day of their power shonld 
ftrrive. 
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"Yes," added the othen, "we'll mark Aim. W^U show 
bim who the /ixils are." 

HeiniriDg to hU qtuH«ra they foand the revelator, and with 
him Mrs. Wilsan, whose jealooey as well aa ooriomty wai not 
ft little excited. She could not imagine why they shonld be 
paying so mnch attention to her bean, and determined, b; 
sticking by, to know the whole etory. 
The ceremonies of introduction ended; at the request of 

Mits B , the revelator began and narrated, in detail, the 

scoount and prophecy of the Hermud, at which his new listen- 
ers, were not only filled with am&iement, but intazioat«d with 
joy. 

They conoladed, that if Mr. Badger oonid be engaged to 
journey with them and relate his experience, in oonnection with 
the lectures, it wonld put scepticism to the route and annihi- 
late all opposition. It was considered an expedient acquisition, 
as their ecclesiaetical follower had apostatised and seceded from 
them, that some man should be adopted to fill his place as their 
Talet and sort of body-guard. 

Mrs. Wilson, delighted with her new acqnaintances and 
fellow laborers in the reform, beset them with great vehemence 
to accompany her home, because, as she said, 

" Husband and I disagree, which will make it very unpleas- 
ant if he aint converted. Now, Miss Boston, yoo'rc just the 
woman to do it. If you'll only go and ^ve him one lecture 
the job will be done. Now you will go, won't you. Miss Bos- 
ton f Don't say no, for nothing." 

Doctor Badger, interposing, also urged them most strenn- 
ously to accept the ioTits^oD, and as an irresistible inducemont 
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T«Qtnred to hint, that possibly the; might be favored with 
SDOtber Tieit from the Mermaid. Upon vbat the; deemed 
mature deliberaiion, it vaa decided, on the grounds of expedi* 
«noy, to abandon their publiabed " bill," and follow the reve- 
Utor and his hoatesa, in hope of seeing the "spirit;" at least, 
they oould visit the ho!;/ chamber where it had appeared and 
propbeaied — a oircnmatanoe, the relation of which would pro- 
duce great effect and make many conrerto. 
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WITH tlio reader's consent — ^leafing oar " woman's righte" 
coterie to folloiT at their leunre — we will take Eipreaa 
and buteo back in idvance to our Tillage, and note some events 
of imporUnce that had there tTonspircd. 

It ia almost impossible for the historian to keep paoe with 
the intelligence, improveineiits, sod discoveries of this fatt 
age. We set ont with the benevolent design of giving to the 
world a narrative of facta, no less authentic and momentoos 
than novel and mjsterions. Already are we filled with fear, 
lest many incidents in the moltitudinons msh escape the notice 
of onr pen, and whioh almost makes as shrink from onr pro- 
posed task, to save ourselves the reputation of an no&ithfnl 
chronicler. Nevertheless, what we do prodnoe shall possess 
the sobstance, not the mask, of truthfolness, a quality of 
which many works otjieiion cannot boast, among the oonntless 
publications of the day. 

Circumetancee — by the direction of the spirits, we may 

sappose — rendered it necessary for the lecturer to absent 

himself, at least for awhile. Great enquiry was made as to 

the cause of his sudden disappeaianoe and the place of his i» 

17* (19T) 

UKi-z^d.vCoOglc 



198 LuoT Boston. 

tirement; bnt tu the oocasion of hia absence was veiled io 
doubt, BO DO tntoe of him oould be obtained from either mortal 
or epirit. Rumor whispered that a spirit of envjr or jealousy 
appearing among the fairer membera of the " circle," was 
working a " nunifcsUtioD" of the mjBtcrioua secret. It is 
worthy of notice that the lecturer displayed che singular sa- 
gacity to lay in store against a " rainy day," not only the fall 
urearB of ius wages, but a handsome sum in advance. 

StJll the circle's confideue in bim suffered no abatement, till 
on the heel of bis departure it was announced that be was a mere 
habe in spirit-knowledge and power — that he did Dot understand 
the geography, Dor the iobabitaots and laws of tbo Spirit-Land, 
at all — that there were " spheres" of which he had never dream- 
ed ; in short, he bad never traversed even the surface of Spirit- 
ualism, much less ascended its heights and sounded its depUis. 

It was also discovered for the first time that there were but 
four persons on earth whose capacities enabled them to pene- 
trate and unfold the mysteries of Spiritdom, and these ghostly 
Tetrachs were enthroned respectively in the four quarters of 
tbe globe. There were, it is true, more or less inferior Me- 
diums through whom tbe lower order of shades would occa- 
sionally oommunioate things of trifling importance. 

The author of thia thrilling intelligence, and tbe Great 
High Priest of Spiritualism, was there in the midst of them, 
and bis name was and is Amot Fungkhead. To bim was 
nothing unseen nor nnknown. He held it a cardinal truth, 
that under the espionage of his spiritual police, no event es- 
caped his cognizance, neither was there any secret, however 
hidden, but he could spy it. If the reader is disposed to oall 
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tliia ta qaestion, let the fbllowing instance of hb inbllibilit; 
banieh evei; doubt. 

In ft Deighbormg town a most diabolioal marder wu sup- 
posed to have been committed in (he Bodden and mysterious 
disappearance of a collector of taxes who was known to have 
had a large sum of money in his possesuon. Amos, in spirits 
vision, saw the corpse! and plunder! and bloody knife! He 
discovered the murderers, but refused to reveal their names, 
like a good and peaceful cititci), unwilliog to loose the blood- 
hounds of vengeance ; jot, yieliiing to the promptings of B;m- 
' pathy and the claims of bumeaity, he resolved to enlighten 
ths world and relieve the friends of the murdered victim from 
a suspense more intolerable than a knowledge of the dreadful 
fUct it£elf. Accordingly for the greater certainty, having sur- 
charged tbo battery of his telegraph, and set all the spiritual 
wires in operation, be put on his spiritual specs, when lo ! be 
beheld thirteen objects, two of which were the body and the 
money — the former beneath a large stene-heap, the latter 
rolled up in a blanket, and the localities of which he definitely 
described. The question was thus settled. The sceptics must 
succomb now ! The reality of Funglchead's inspiration could 
DO longer be gainsayed. With the faith of assurance, a large 
party of the " circle" and their disciples, in aotemn procession, 
preceded by the hearse, set out to diunter the body and restore 
it to the mourning friends. Reacliing the vicinity of the ap- 
pointed locality, one thing after another met their gaze, in ex- 
ftct accordance with the vision of Amos. At last the pile of 
stones was discovered. With slow and muffled tread they ap- 
prooebed the grave of the murdered tax-gatherer. How ntd, 
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how awfol the scene 1 Eveiy heart throbbed witli emottMi, 
and msDy on eye moUCeaed with the tear of sjinpath;. The 
ooroner ordered them to proceed. With gepnlcbrAl kwe the 
stones were removed, and behold 1 the body was not tbera 1 1 
, What eovld have become of it f 

Xotwithatanding the Bolemnit; with wbioh the occasion was 
inTeated by the Bpiritists, there was not a little merriment 
MiUMig the "oQteJders," at the expense of Punglehead and his 
followers, who had sweat in vain, in their work of removing 
the faneral " kard Aea(it,"forthe purpose of fomishing a prao> 
tical " demonstration " of Fanglchead's divinity and the value 
to mankind, beyond conception, of bis spiritual telegraph and 
spectacles. 

Though made tbe bntt of sport and jeer by the uabelieviDg 
multitude, the zealots, inalead of being disheartened, did but 
grow in faith and ardor. Martyr-like, they endured it witk 
patience and fortitude, for the soke of the cause. Nor did 
their recent fiulnre diminish their confidence in their Hi^ 
Priest On the contrary, hope, "immortal in the human 
breast," ooly waxed the stronger, and they returned for tli« 
Seer to take another peep through his spiritual glasses. 

Amos was consulted without delay. He insbted that hia 
vision was clear, and for a time would not be persuaded that 
the search was thoroughly made. But his own most devoted 
disciples were the actors of the scene. Their hands lifted 
every stone, their eyes looked upon the spot. There was abso- 
lutely nothing there. Amos was forced to admit the fiict, but 
declared his determination not to give it up. He woiid know 
where Uie body was. 
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Forttiiiate)yj he had discovered id the vicinity & large rock, 
to which the spirits bad guided him, and wliose particles were 
perraded with spintual electricity io the posi^ve state. Fun- 
glehead himself was a negative quantify/ ; so by bis sitting on 
the rock, thus bringing the magnetio poles into contact, a spirit* 
nal battery was formed, and in which all the telegraphic lines 
concentrated, like nerves of thought and beams of light, re- 
vealing to the optics of the Seer, everything within range of 
Earth and the Spheres.* One would suppose that, being the 
" Medium" of the action of ench mighty forces, be must have 
experienced darting pains and convulsive gripes, but contrari- 
wise, bis whole system, as be affirmed, thrilled with sensations 
infinitely pleasurable. This was truly a discoVeiy, superior in 
marvel and utility to the "golden bough" of classic memory, 
which served ita possessor as a passport to and from the Spirit- 
World. 

This rock was in shape, conical, and in texture, rough ; bat 
its sar&ce, to the sensibilities of Fuogtehead's pantaloons, was 
smooth and soft as a cushion of velvet. In its extunial appear- 
asce there was nothing peculiar to the natural eye. A geolo- 
gist of our vulgar system would have called it a granite " bout' 
der," but it belonged to a formation of the Upper Spheres, and 
bad been transported bitber by the spirits and cbristened" The 
Book of Vision." 

For the safety of those who had not spirit optics in their 
bead, Amos erected over it the inscription, in large black letters, 
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"Death to him that tiUeth upon (hi* roek — Ikut taiih the 

la presence of the messengers bringing melancholy tiding 
of the corpsely alibi, Amos the Seer approached the " Rook 
of Viaioa." Having calmly surveyed it, he waved his hand, 
hid aside his hat, drew off his iHmts (as they had nails in thtm 
which might attract the electric current from the brain to the 
heels), and said — 

" Attend, ye spirits, while I ascend the Rock of Yiuon." 

Immediarely mounting, he seated himself npon its apex, with 
his legs crns^ed, arms folded, and goggles adjusted with great 
precision astride his nose. 

In addition to its other qualities, there ooaed from this nook 
a spiritnal cerate or ointment, which applied to Fungtehead'a 
glasses, not only cleared them of all impurities, but imparted 
to them the quality of clairvoyance. The spiritual chemicals 
now worked to a charm. The electro-magnetic rays shot 
through the tubes of his goggles, throwing into the rameraob- 
Kura of bis mortal vision a universal panorama of all realities. 
The rock and Amos together emitted a blase of phosphores- 
cence, attended by occasional reports of the electrical current. 

Hb disciples, overwhelmed with awe, gased upon the spec- 
tacle in silence. 

" Hear ye, hear ye," cried the Seer, " I am going to look I 
Be ye attentive and believing. Tbe spirits command it!" 
fiaoh in obedience Htood motionless and almost breathless. " Be- 
hold, I see !"said Funglehead — "I see the stones ye removed. 
I see blood upon them now. Had ye gone where I directed ye, 
and dime as I bid ye, ye would have found the body. Let 
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this teacli ;e always to obey our oommanda. We uevet conn- 
oil ilL Ye never more oao behold the body. It bath boen 
oouBumed by fire. It haUi been banied in the lime-kiln. Qo 
ye on the last day of the week, at noon precisely, to the kilo 
and gather ye the ashes that lieth at the month thereof, to the 
measure of one bushel. Bring them to the " Bock of Vision," 
in & wooden vessel. Fail not." 

Tbos spake Funglehend the High Priest. The vision was 
ended, and his goggles were nought but vulgar glass and 
leaiber again. 

The biidy consumed ! There was not a moment to bo lost 
in conveying the melaacboly intelligence to the friends of the 
deceased. 

Wretches! fiends! who thus could not only slay an Inuo- 
oent fellow-being, but, to destroy the evidence of their guilt, 
TOthleasly roast the corpse to ashes I 

Hut that could by no means prevent the detection. " Mur- 
der will out." The joy of the spiritists was full, for they had 
now learned, to a certainty, the fate of the collector. 

Funglehead descended from his rock, much exhausted. The 
Bpiritoal afflatus, with the effort it cost him to utter and accent 
the language of the Spheres, had severely taxed his nervous and 
mnscular energies. 

News of the mtraoolons discovery spread through the com- 
munity with great velocity. The appointed day arrived to 
prove the veracity of the Seer, and the authenticity of Spirit- 
ualism. The disciples of Funglehead, the High Priest, assem- 
bling, en ma$it, proceeded to gather up the ashes of the dead, 
to be deposited in the nm of immortality. Winds shrieked, 
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floods poured, aa if Nature hereelf was enraged at the diaboli- 
cal tragedy whicb had been enacted. But water could not 
dampen the courage of the zealota, nor winda " bluff 'cm ofi^." 
They reaebed tbe lime-kiln at tbe precue moment, wben to 
their astonishraeat the same bad not been " fired." Still tJieir 
coafidoncc io Funglebead' a spectacles did not vane, but waxed. 
One search more would reveal the victim, the iDfellibilit; of 
the Qreat High Priest would be established, and Spiritualism 
placed on a foundation aa firm and lasting as the eternal bills. 

The kiln, it was observed, bad been recently coDatmcted, 
a circumstantial proof of great weight, that they stood by tha 
Bepulcber of tbe dead. Tbe groans of the disconsolate ajMrit 
saluted their ears, and every stone cried murder I Betuming 
tuiDus the ashes, they reported to the High Priest the result 
of their mission. 

Funglebead maintained the singleness of bis eyesight and 
the correctness of bis glasses. But the Rock of Vision, be 
said, bad gathered dampness from the fog of tbe previous 
night, BO swelling its particles, and closing its pores, as to pre- 
vent a free perspiring of the spiritual essence, which might 
possibly have occasioned the slight mistake. Indeed, he recol- 
lected his having noticed a blur upon bia goggles at the Ume. 
But he assured his devotees that be would look again, in tbe 
night-time, aa soon as the atmosphere abonld clear up, when 
he could retire alone in tbe Btillnese, with nought to distract bta 
attention, and when the rock in a healthy state would yield its 
spiritual perspiration, to purify and perfect bia optical organs. 
Then no mialake could happen, aa bis vi^oa would be nnob- 
Btrocted by any earthly obstacle. 
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To his followers, this explanation waa abundantly satisfactory, 
proving' the profoand sagacity of the great exponent and prop- 
agator of " Spiritnaliam." It also shoired how delicately exact, 
like tho Daguerreian art, every item of the process must be, 
while it argued infinite shrewdness on the' part of the spirits 
to protect the oommunity agiunst impostors. 

Fanglebead awaited a favorable opportunity to tit, having 
promised to give definite information at an early day, as to the 
locality of tJie remains of the murdered man, and charged the 
"cirole" to hold themselves in readiness for the search at a 
moment's warning. 

At length he annonnoed his positive discovery of the body, 
minutely describing marks of violence upon it, and the wound 
that proved the &tal stab. It was, he said, in the lime-kiln, 
about the middle thereof, and which was soon to be "fired," 
and he commanded them to hasten, strong-handed and with all 
despatch to the reBcne, not oaly of the batchered victim, but 
also of the honor of "Spiritualism." Portentous moment! 
ttiat was to save the spiritnalists &om defeat and retrieve their 
&lling credit. 

Again without delay a large concourse joined in solemn pro- 
cession, proceeded to tho kiln, when — horrible to behold I 
— the same had been on fire for two days I Not the slightest 
doubt existed in the minds of the believers, but the kiln was 
tlius early fired for the purpose of cousoming the body. Some 
were for putting out the fire, but the owner interposed the 
most strenuous remonstrance, which substantiated the fact be* 
yond a qnestioD, that Amos was correct, and of course " Spir- 
itualism " was triumphant. 
18 
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In the Iiest of tbeir indignntioa ai each cold-blooded bntch- 
ei7, it was proposed to tear down the kiln, but that was ini' 
practicable, ae the Btoaes were red hot Some tbought if they 
only bad some of the salve frdm the "Bock of Vision" to rub 
on tbeir hands it would make them fire-proof. Others were 
confident that a small plaster of it applied to the sarface of 
the kiln would draw ont all the caloric and restore the stonee 
to their nataral state in ten minutes 1 However, neither of 
these su^estioDs were followed, bnt the " circle," joining 
hands aronnd the burning pile, endeavored to call back the 
spirit of the deceased and obtain ^m It a " demonsti«tioi]" 
of the whole truth, to corroborate the vision of Amos and en- 
ricb their cause with glorious capital. 

Bnt whether the efa&de of the tax-gatherer could not stand 
fire, or the emoke was suffocating, or whatever the cavse, no 
matter, their conjurations were'viun. The spirit refused to 
appear, even ss a witness against the bloodj assassins who 
drove it from its earthly habitation at the point of the dagger. 
Strange silence ! and unaccountable, save on the supposition 
that tbe collector was bribed hj the murderera to keep the 
secfgt; in other words, that he was himself an accomplice of 
tbe direful deed, both before and after the fact. This, it ronat 
be confessed, is the only reatonaUe solution of tbe unheard-of 
anomaly. 

Thns covered with repeated defeat, the "circle" "let go 
hands," to retreat in dismay, when a Medium — ycleped Z. 
Socrates Nozzleman (one of the old ones !), who had been fit- 
ting silently on a stone, a short distance apart — cried out, 
with sepulchral tone, 
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" Fe — fi — fo — fum. I smell the ieah of the murdered 
man, roaatiog in the lime kil — un." 

"Shookingl horrible! h^uhll!" exclaimed the Spin tn- 
alista ; " did aasassins ever before resort to such shifts to ea- 
cape detectJOD F Bat they were ferreted oat at last. Thongh 
the viaioD of Amoa was a little imperfect, and caased him to 
aee double, the ^riu were not to be foiled. They had in- 
Teeted a member of the " circle" irith a Bpiritoal nose, doubt- 
lees to be used in connection with Funglehead'a spiritual eye. 
The new system was now perfected, for what Amos the Seer 
was unable to see, Z. Socrates Nozileman, the smeller, would 
be able to smell 1 

A meUing Mediam I ! 

Truly this was a oew " manifestatiou" — a progressive de- 
Teli^ment — the Lighest incarnation of " Spiritualism." The 
" drele" were in transports, irheo suddenly the smeller agaia 
exclaimed — 

" I smell that Funglehead doth not see straight. Place ye 
not too much reliance npon eyes, neither upon spectacles. The 
eyes are two, so are specs, therefore they are liable to see 
dot/lie, and that which is doable, is deceitful — as doj^Ie- 
dealer; but the nose, on the other hand (on the face, I mean), 
is one — therefore it always smelleth tintjle, and that which is 
ringle is free from deoeption — as Binglc- hearted ness. The 
nose, I say to ye, b the only sure Medium of communication 
with the Spirit-Land. Give ye ear to my words. Believe ye 
■ot, at your peril. I say ye — a — oo ." 

He would have added something, but was prevented by a 
terrible fit of vomidng, oocasioned by the nauseating odor cs- 
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nping from the bowels of the lime-kihi. Tba High Priest of 
Spiritualism was superseded — the Fnnglebeftd Dyoastj ended 1 
It was impoauble for the circle to resist the force of this new 
" demoDslratioD." 

" Is Dot his trguiiig true? Does not expericDce prove it?" 
reasoned the; with each other. " For bow man; times hava 
our eyes deceiyed ns, but our notes never I We may look at 
an object, but cannot always tell whether it is substance or 
shadow, reality or imagination. Bnt what we tmdl we knom 
is a matter of fact. That is to say, a person may be doubla- 
ttffhud, hot he cannot be doubte-eoented. Hence the admo- 
nition so often heard, < Believe not all jon see }' " bnt who was 
ever told to believe not what he smells f 

" And do Dot facts ophold the same," continued they. "The 
'visions' of Amos Funglehead the Seer are sufficient evidence. 
Thrice hatb he assured as we should find the corpse as he saw 
and described it, and thrice hare we proved him false. Brother 
Socrates bath once declared where it is — and see ! bisBtomoch 
hath hoven up the ' demonstration' of hia actual ' commuDicar 
tion' with the body. Who can doubt such testimony ? Let 
Scepticism now grow pale and hide its rampant head ? " 

Thus reasoned the apiritiata. Z. Socrates NoiEleman was at 
once ensphered the central luminary in the spiritual firmament, 
and in whose brightness every oUiec light was swallowed up or 
shone but dimly. 

The disciples of Funglehead crowded around their new 
leader (who sat resting his head upon bis hands), declaring 
the manifestation to be so powerful that it made them all " feel 
more or leas qualmish." 
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Elated b; the eDormons stride thus made in the sdeace of 
Bpiritdogy, they decided to reorgwiie a meUing circle fortli- 
with, and to reject all others as BpariooB and unreliable. 

Z. Socrates, at once, the trae embodiment and great apoatle 
of Spiritoalism, overcome with retching, was removed to a car- 
riage, and still complaining of a deathly nansea, a " sister" of 
the rarcle very kindly sat by his dde, plying him with &n and ' 
smelling bottle -^-^iritual oneal-we anppose. His stomach, 
thongh oontjnuing "riled" for some time, at length became 
compoaed, and the mighty Smeller was himself again. 

All hope of recovering the remains of the deceased was now 
at an end. The fate of the collector was regarded as settled, 
by all except the "unbelievere." The story of his murder 
and the burning of the body as a hoioeauBt to the Demon of 
Avarice, was added to the list of tragedies and given to the 
world as current history, when, wonderful to be told I h« 
enddenly "tamed up," not spiritually, but bodily, a living 
fividence of optical illusion and perverted smell. His retnni 
to his friends, as may well be imagined, changed their agony 
of suspense into overflowing joy. 

Bnt consternation filled the Spiritualists. It was evident, 
they were either deceivers or deceived. Their " maaifestations," 
ao far from inspiring public oonSdence, were not only looked 
upon with suspicion, but treated with derision by an inoredu* 
loos community. Especially the seeing and smelling Mediums 
were held in "bad odor." " Spiritualism" was on the wane. 

The lealots were in sore extremity. They had met with 
ngnal disoomfitare. A bold stroke must be made to wipe out 
the disgraoe and revive their sinking credit. 
18* 
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Prosentlf it was uinonDeed that the spirita had eatledK 
maw-meetiDg of the Mediums to explaia the mysten/ of what 
aj^ieared to be either aO honest mistake or wilful deoep^oo, 
and which hj a perrerse constrDotion of thdr emmias was 
hazarding the interests, the ezistmce ereDjOf apiritology. 

The time and place of the proposed meeting wero speoified 
irith great particnlarity. 

Punotnal to the call, BelicTers and Infidels, a goodly duib. 
W were assenbled, and prominent among whom was Ames 

Fnnglehead. " The spirits," said brother B , " have adopted 

a new method of 'manifestation' somewhat peculiar, but no 
matter how they may communicate, it is all for the best. If 
theyefaooseto make a mis-statement, there is a good motive at 
the bottom, and no one has any right to call it in question." 

This was received with marked satisfao^on by the memben 
of the "circle," especially by Amos. 

Silence for awhile enstied, when it was proposed to sing a 
song of harmony, hot the spirits not ^ving the key, it was 
omitted. 

Brother C , with solemn dignity, befitting the oocaaion, 

arose and said — 

" This meeting doth oall to my mind a congregation of 
Quakers. I would like to bear the 'members' relate wbat 
' manifestalioiiB' they have bad during the last week." 

" We speak yon to be quiet," interrupted Amos, vehemently, 
who had been sitting mnte, but with distorted features and 
nerrouB twitofaings, proving him to be the Medium of some 
powerful "demonstration." " If ye cannot be quiet we will 
everlastinglj withdraw. A power sways as which individtulity 
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cannot long endure, We are posscased. Spirit thoagbts, and 
ideas and volitiona, are ponring in npon me vith snch dreadfol 
preBsnre, that nnleBs the audience are attentive and candid, so 
I can Gomtunnicate, it will be impossible to bear it. Let the 
ttncandicl leave the house, as we cannot speak fluently without 
nniveraal candor. The subject to be oonetdered is spiritual 
influence. Again we bid those who cannot appreciate our 
Bptritnal discourse to wilhdraw, or we (the spirits) will eternally 
withdraw from the presence of mankind. 

" The spirit came here to communicate npon a certain point, 
but is obliged to postpone it because the minds of this assembly 
are diseased, and there is a want of cam/or. 

" You can form no idea of the amount of thought the spirit 
infuses into me. We repeat, the topic which we came here to 
speak npoQ we cannot discuss for want of candor. But at 
some fntnre time we will give twelve lectures of four hours 
each, and at the end of which, the spirit will reveal who he is. 
Sobriety distioguished him on earth, as his friends can testify, 
and in the Spheres he retains his per»)nal identity. Hence, 
every thing like levity and sport he takes as a direct insult. 

" Do you suppose the Medium insane F Look at the action 
of lunatics, and then at mine. If you discover no insanity in 
the Medium, then listen with candor. 

" Will some one ask candid questions that they may receive 
a tpiritual, candid answer V 

Queetioa — by a member of the "circle." "What is the 
motive power of the system f" 

Antwer (by the spirits — entirely ori^nal). "Eternal 
prindple of thought." 
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Queition. " Wbj ia it that there are bat thre« be«deB 
Mediums that hare seen the oeveDth Sphere 7" 

Atitwer. " Willanswer at afutara time, when the spirit cao 
be candidlj/ heud." The last repi; called forth a tremaidous 
burst of spiritual applause. 

" We hold iudividDals by a power they knows not of," added 
the Medium, in a monitory tone. " We have endeavored to 
lead the audience to reflection and candor. Therefore beware 1" 

Thus spake the spirit through its moutb-pieoe, Amos Fungle- 
head, and took its exit, leaving him again to mingle with 
mortah for a season, promising, however, that when he could 
be camiiilly heard, be should, by the permission and ^d of th« 
spirits, make some remarkable revelations. 

The meeting (held on Sabbath eveniDg) was deemed of such 
importance, and productive of so great good, that by the ad- 
vice of the spirits the same was adjourned to the sucoceding 
Sabbath, in the hope that a candid audience would bo in at- 
tendance — also that the superstitious and misgnided who were 
accustomed to squander their Sunday's at ohureb, might be 
prevailed upon to forsake tbat foolish custom, and adopt the 
method of telegraphing directly to the Spirit-Land, a speedy 
and accurate way, so greatly preferable to the ciroumlocution 
and dull monotony of the pulpit. 

Thus Funglehead, the quondum High Priest, made a success- 
ful rally to retrieve his sinking fortunes and redeem Spiritual- 
ism for reproach. 

We are sorry to be obliged to add, that the adjourned meet- 
ing proved a failure, as the spirits were unable to attend, in 
consequence of the inclemency of the weather. 
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SUrtod the iliunberlD^ blnU from tha huihed boughs, 
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DOCTOR Badger and his landlady, accompanied by Miss 
Boston, and two others of the " strong-minded," retaroed 
home. The arrival of such a force took Wilson somewhat b; 
sarprise ; bnt as they irere invited gneats of his wife and the 
Doctor's, and more especially in anticipation of a "rich time," 
he received them with great cordiality and politeness. 

A mesmeric affinity, an astrological conjunction, or some 
other canse, hidden in the depths of nature, led Wilson and 
Miss Boston, in partjcniar, to form a ready end familiar acquain- 
tance. Pleasantries were the " order of the day," and it was 
difficult to decide which of the two champions bore the puhn 
is their tilts of wit and humor. 

Among other qualities belonging to the personal identity of 

Miss B , Wilson expressed great odmimtion of her coa- 

turoe, and beset bis wife to )hff her female regalia proper and 
don the bloomer, as the latest, if not the richest fashion. This 
she was not quite ready to do, but, said she, "would be in 
a little while ; as soon as the election was over, if not before." 
(213) 

■"^■S^ D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



214 LroT Boston. 

Bills were struck off by the village printer (" money makes 
the mare go"), announoing a meeting in favor of "woman's 
rights," to be held on the following day but one, at Aca- 
demio Hall. The notices were " posted " and scattered in all di- 
rections. The school " marms " of the respective districts, by 
reqaeat, instmcted their ecbolars to tell their parents and every 
body they shoald meet on the road. 

The same day, several persons applied to Wilson fbr board. 

They could be accommodated, he said, in every way except 
lodgingiSnd that they could have as soon as the visitors should 
leave — a very indefinite period, he confessed — since his gaesta 
belonged to the "woman's rights" parly; and among other im- 
mnnitjes clumed by them (and which he most cheerfully 
granted), was the right to visit when they please, where they 
please, and as long as they please. 

The Doctor, advised of the state of affiurs, kindly offered to 
relinquish his room to Miss Boston and lutVe, doriug their 
stay. " As for himself, he was willing," he said, " for so short 
a time, to sleep upon the sofa, or go to the neighbors, or do 
moat any way, rathor than have Mrs. Wilson lose the proposed 
boarders." She finull) informed them that they eould have 
rooms, as they wished to remain permanently. 

Mrs. W introduced her visitors to the Doctor's apart- 
ment, which she informed them was the identical spot where 
the spirit appeared and prophesied. In rctirin-; f»r tlie ni<:lit, 

MissB 'a companions evidently betrayed eigus of uervous- 

ness. Though naturally free from superstition, they cuald not 
help fancying they saw. ipparitions every moment Not a flitting 
shadow, nor trifling seise, but to their senutive imaginations 
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vna eitber & ghost or hot^blin. The house was suely 
baiiDbed. Notso, MissBoston. HeruerveswereaDdistaibed, 
HTo by » feferish anxiety to see the spirit of the Mermaid, 
which she hoped sad prayed might appear to her. Sut Um 
silent watches, when specters and witches are abroad, glided 
darkly by, and her eyes, thongfa Iwging for the eight, were 
not greeted with even the shade of a " manifeatalion." 

The following day, Doctor Badger called upon the oocnpanta, 
pro tempore, o( his own qnarters. By the power of associa- 
tion, convemttion naturally tnmed upon the topio of the Her- 
maid. Graphic was the deaoription which the rerelator gave 
of the scenes connected wiUi the advent. And they were in 
the haunted room 1 The man who saw, and heard, and felt 
tlie miracle, himself stood before tb^n I What a reality I 
What reflections it awakened 1 What sacred awe it inspired I 
It was almost like lifting the cnrtain that hides the Spirit- 
World. 

The timid inmates of the " faannted chamber " (as they called 
it), wrought upon by the reoeut narrative till their imaginations 
swarmed with specters, took the greatest care to guard agMost 
all ghostly intrusions. The room was carefully searched, in 
the closet, behind the fire-boud, and under the bed — every 
door and window was firmly looked, bolted, and nailed, before 
they dared to lay their heads upon their pillows. 

Miss B rallied them for their childish fears. She was 

herself a stranger to any such emotions, too " strong-minded " (o 
be troubled about witches, and too much of a " Spiritnalist " to 
aUai in dread of ghosts. Her only fear was that the Mermaid 
would not sf^ear. Shs oould ima^ne no good reason why the 
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epiii might not manifest itself to hier that night Snrel; it 
vill, thoaght she, if it only coDsideia m; anxietj, the purity 
(rf mj motives, and the wet&re of our oanee. She hod a 
■tiODg and growing preaentiment that her hope would be 
realised. 

Agun, Night stretched forth her "leaden scepter," calling 
mortals to the land of dreams. Bulger, with genuine philan- 
tbiopy and stoic fortitude, took his bachelor'H berth on the 
pallor Bofit. The "silent watches" had began their ronnd, 
and he was "dropping off to sleep," when (audible to him 
alone) bn^e upon his ear. "Awake! arouse I" His eyes 
fiew (^D, not with fright but joyful surp^scj — for there (A« 
stood the personification of ideal beauty. 

"Miss " (Boston he was going to shout) — and iiia 

strained optics gazed on vacancy I In feTerish suspense he 
watched for her retoru, till nature exhausted, he was relapsiiig 
into a drowse, as again the voice rung in his ear — 

"Awake! awake I" 

"Mis. " was on hie tips, and again the spirit vanished. 

Amazed and disappointed, he lay cogitating on the freakiahnen 
of hisamphjhiouBaoqnaintsnce, when, likea flash of moonlight 
darting into his presence, abe forestalled bis utterance thus : 



"Holdl man, ihy tongnej If I to w 
Dtdrad t« speak— tlkink'Bt thou I knew it noti 
U; pr«aent miauoa is alone to Iha. 
Ibj aatioDS bate I seen, and marked them well. 
Am ^thfnl then hast been to m; behest. 
To ibj apartment tluioe I've boMi naMeu, 
Xhii night, and hither do I oone, to pnds* 
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Thy ftrm fldeljtj i^^ainit the krta 

Of that ambitiona womui, whoM sole ttlm 

It U, upon the witTe of popular 

Befann to ride, as qneen, to qneeiJy rank 

And &me, wbich for myself I claim and thee. 

Ab thOD bait been, be steadfut to tfa; tmtt. 

This speak I from the Spirit-Land — adieu ; " 

and irith one fiooiiah of hei finny extremity, phantom-like, she 
diflsppeared. 

Badger, like a monomasiao, rushing to hia room to deliver 
the tidings to Miss BostoD, aaeaulted the door with great vio- 
lenoe, but she haying the capacity of Bleeping soundly did not 
bear him. Not thus her companions. Their thoughts teenv- 
ing widi spirits making sleep "hard to catch," they were "all 
eye, all ear," as at the first rap on the door, with a half sup- 
pressed ehriek, they sought escape from danger hy burying 
their heads under the bedclothes. Loud and yet louder echoed 
the mysterians knockings, while our brave Reformers (!) clung 
to eaoh other, speechless and almost breathless, with fright at 
this " demonstration " of a Bapping Spirit. 

Miss Boston's slumbers remuned oblivons, sleep's " poppled 
warmth" having sealed her eyelids. With indomitable per- 
severance onr bachebr Medium redoubled his knocks with such 
determined vigor as to arouse Mrs. and Mr, Wilson ; she, af- 
frighted, imagined thieves to have guned access to the house. 
A repetition of the ont-of-season disturbance set Wilson upon 
search for the cause, which vras soon discovered, and disohai^Dg 
a well-umed volley of wit at the old bachelor, he returned and 
reported the result of his researches to his wife. 

Id 



by Google 



218 LuoY Boston. 

Id oppositjon to the remoDstruioet of ber hnsbud, the 
started to kdministor snmmarj disoipliDe upon tbe disturber of 
tier hooBS, whom she met, sod who fer once, getting the atart 
of her toDgae, sud — 

" Mrs. Wilson, I'to seen the spirit agun." 

"Save yout" 

"Yesl" 

"Where?" 

" In the parlor, — tell Miss Boston j qniok." 

Amy ahe bonnded, and fell to pounding and kicking, and 
rattling the door, crying — 

" Miss Boston I Miss Boston 1" 

" What is it?" asked she, at length aroused. 

" Mr. Badger sees the Mermaid I " exokimed the news- 
bearer, with agitation. 

"Oh dear 1 oh — dear I" uttered the two "strong-nunded," 
in a half-smothered tone, still buried in the blankets. 

Lucy hastening to the parlor, with the utmost despatch, 
Badger related to her what had oconrred. 

" that I conld hare been here I" said she. " Why did 
yon not instantly call me, Mr. Badger?" 

"I was going to," replied he; "but before I could speak 
the very first letter of your name, it was out of u^t efery- 
time." 

Feeling a strong presentiment of its re9f)peannoe, she pro- 
posed to take his place on the sofa, and so by stratagem obtain 
a sight of the being which had so pertjnaoionsly avoided her. 
The Doctor gallantly consented, and as a dernier retort (or a 
coach, songht and occupied the lounge in the sitting room. 
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Miss B speedily followed, not in the " fiMtsteps/' bat the 

resting place of her " illustrious predeoeesor." 

Scarcely had she closed her eyes id preteoded slnmber, when 
greeted with, " I come again, man, with words of cheer to 
thee, and " 

Of the aquatic speaker proceeding thus. Miss B , peep- 
ing tbrongh her half-opened ejelida, caught a glance, and but 
a glance, when the deluded spirit, diacoreriug the frand, in- 
Btantly assumed a horrid aspect, and with a terri&c shriek 
darted spitefully into invisibility. 

Miss Boston had seen the spirit of the Mermaid I But why 
should it leave her so abruptly in a hufff And would it not 
return ? 

Bevolring these queries in her mind, our heroine, to court 
a new " manifiMlatioD," agiun closed her eyes in mock sleep, 
when her hopes were realized in the salataliDn — 

" Awake I thou mortal ffood and bad, awake 1 Since thoa 
myself bast kenn'd, although by trick, felonious; more shalt 
thou see and hear. Ope wide thine ejes, behold me sow and 
list!" 

Lo ! what a metamorphosis I Her scales and hair erect, her 
broad fins spread, and eyes like balls of fire, she stood the pei- 
Bonification of Fury infuriated, and thus continued — 

"0, womnn, thiakcst thou I know the« notT 
Thj Bympatlij snd ical for the oppresBed T 
Why didat Ihoa Be«k in heart of man to lodge 
The disbelief of my own entity. 
When him I brought in Umely aid to the«T 
'Twaa wicked guite, and hence my present shape. 
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Doat WM ukd bMT me noirT Then doubt no man. 

Hot dan agun Uij stratagems repeat. 

Lest haplj I, in fonn men ogl? come, 

And, like " ten foriea," hannt tbee night and daj." 

In & twinkliiig, resnmiiig her former appeuuice — 

"Behold me now, for what in thee is good. 
Our eauM ujuit and vMtprenaU — Be this 
The motto on thy shield of faith — adieu." 

She spake — and melted into air. The Mermaid was » 
fixed fact I So was the propheoj; and of ooarae its folfilt- 
ment most be equally as fixed infuturo. 

Qirded with new strength and fired with fresh seal, onr he- 
roine was now fall; panoplied. Henceforth she conld boldly 
plead in aid of the Reform, the proof of its divinity, based 
not upon speculation nor testimony, but her own " firm, unal- 
terable experience," and repeating to herself, " Our caiae it 
juit and wiU prevail," she fell asleep. 

Her companioDS scarcely shot their eyes the live-long night, 
no less curious to see, yet afraid to move lest they Aovld be> 
hold a sheeted ghost. 

Morning came. To report the meeting of the inmates of 
the boarding-house is needless. Imagination can supply the 
omission. It is enough to say that each spoke well their part^ 
especially Wilson, than whom none ever saw 

Within the limits of becoming mirth." 
The chief object of Mrs. Wilson in having the "strong- 
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miDded" letuni with her, wu tbo ooDTernon of her htuband 
to the "good cauBe." 
They aaw, at a gUnoe, whet sort of staff he was made of: — 

" BaK oompoond of oddity, (h)lio and fan ] 
Who relished a joke, and rejoiced id a pun 
Whose temper iras generoiis, open, BiDCere ; 
* A stranger to flatt'17, a Btranger to fear; 

Who scattered around, wit and hamor at will ; 
Whom dul; baiu moU half a oolnmn might fill." 

Prudence teaching them not to draw him into open enconn- 
ter, tbey finally, by dint uF argumentand exhortation combined, 
pcreuaded their ovcr-zealoua hostess that what could not bo 
gained by force, must be compassed by generalship, and so the 
line of policy with respect to her chivalric lord was clear. They 
must amuse him and retain hia good-will until tbe revolution 
should be consummated. Then must the jolly heretic submit 
or suffer. One thing at any ral« was very gratifying. 

If ihey could not win him over to their ranks, neither could 
be atop the Reform. Horses and carriage " summoned," the 
Beformers took a "turn" into the ooan try, accompanied by 
their incorrigible host. 

All were in tbe best of spirits, save Miss B 'sroom com* 

paoions, whose dullness, red eyes, and freqaent yawning betrayed 
their last night's vigils. Their excursion was enlivened by 
pleasant anecdote and sportive jest, Wilson ever and anon 
exclumiog, " Hnzsah for Spirit Knockings and Woman's 
Bights ! That suit yon, my duck 7 You're my candidate, you 
know — I always go the 'straight ticket,' sol suppose I belong 
to the party — a regular ' turncoat.' Hurrah for my wife and 
'woman's rights' " — and the like. 
19* * 
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" Ton will be taken care of in due time, or" said Hits 
BoetoD, in n prophetic tone. 

Mrs. Wilson vaa sanguine tbat her husband would be con- 
verted. All thought his case a hopeful one, and ooogratnlated 
each other on the prospective accession to their strength. 

Well timed, « 

"The toosin of the soul — the dinner bell!" 
greeted the return of the troupe whose inner and outer man 
and tuoman were capacitated amply to reliah the contJDUOUS 
"feast of fat things." The aft«moon waned — our fuir Re- 
formers made preparation for the public meeting in the evening. 
At an early hour the little village filled up with all sorts of 
people, flowing into it from all directions and in all sorts of 
rtyle. 

Academic Hall proving much too straight for the multitude, 
they adjoorned to the yard in front illumined by the combined 
light of Reform and the full moon ! In oi^ntiing, a spirited 
contest took place in the election of a chairwoman, there being 
two opposing candidates, Mrs. Wilson and the editor's wife. 
After a smart canvass the letter was declared cboscn, though 
by a very close vote. Out landlady stood, or sat, the next in 
official rank. 

As a prelude to the exercises, the village band, having vol- 
unteered their services, played with great gusto — 
■' There's a good time coming, girla." 

One of Miss Boston's traveling companions opened the meet- 
ing in a brief, neat address, shoning what the relative position 
of the sexes had beeu, and defining what it should he. To the 
mass, her ideas were, for the most part, entirely new. 
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Loc; was then introduced as cbief speaker of the eveniDg. 
Sbe was gUd, she sud, to appear before the honest yeomaniy 
and yeo-womanrt/ of the country. It was there that virtue 
dwelt. Sbe was under the open, /ree vavlt of nature's great 
temple, and which, thank Heaven, man could not monopolize. 
Was the air formed more to fan the lungs of man than of 
woman? Does earth send forth her fountains more to slake 
bis thirst than bersf And shall not her mind and mvteles be 
held as sacred and aa free ? From this point the speaker pro- 
ceeded to establish the equality and identity of all homaa 
rights, nvil, social and domestic. 

Her speech was every way worthy of herself and the cause. 
Loud cheers atteeted that she had made a decided " hit." Nor 
was noise the only fruit of her effort. The few who had not 
rigned the petation, did so at once, pledging fidelity to the Re- 
fiirm. A vote was passed on the spot, qnite nnanimonsly, to 
support the " woman's rights " ticket at the forthooming eleo- 
ti<w. 

Miss Boston said it was part of her bnainess to give thosa 
an opportunity, who wished to subscribe for The Broom, their 
oampaign paper, which would be issued weekly at the Capitol 
until the close of electioa. 

Great was the rush of subscribers. In that quarter all things 
were rife for revolu^on. 

Wilson said he hoped they "would have a good dme of it." 

The following day Miss Boston and attendants took tfaeir 
leave, escorted some Histance on their way by Doctor Badger. 
They separated, the former t« prosecute their misuon, the latter 
returned to his " boardiug-place." 
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It tall not to nrirt both iriai ud lU 



THE reader Till recollect the departure of Miss Boston fnun 
the terms of her published bill, in ber tangent movenieot, 
in quest of the Mermaid, and, as she snppoeed, the consequent 

disappointment of several large audiences. But Rev. Mr. Q , 

the abmpt seceder, prompted by philanthropy or some other 
motive, had himself fulfilled each appointment, making eloqaent 
appeals in beh&lf of the rights of woman, and with favonble 
results, notwithstanding the fanatical miscarriage of our &ir 
reformer and the disappointment of the people in loBtng the 
novelty and pleasure of seeing the person, and witnessing the 
eloqaenoe of the fascinating Bloomer. 

We might stop here to vindioate, or at least palliate the oon- 
dnct of our heroine, in her apparent want of moral sense, in 
forsaking her engagements. We will only say, that "to err, is 
human." Minds the atrongeat, and souls the most ingenuous, 
are liable to be thrown from their balance. But a single error, 
however great, if repented of and not repeated, should eaailj 
be forgiven. 

Miss Boston came to herself again. On consulting her 
"bill," with tho view of redeeming the remainder of her 
(224) 
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J>1e^es, she found herself in dme to attend the great gbtU 
oonvention, to be held on the fouiih of July following. 

In every quarter, throughoat the state, vas hewd the din of 
prepantioii. At length, the erer-to-be-remembered fourth (rf 
July, eighteen hundred Beventy-nz, came. It wu a glorioiu 
morning. The son dashed forth in all his splendor over At 
oapitol, as upon Aostcriitz, the harbinger of Tiotory. Coaohee, 
OBTriages, carts and every otlier avtulable veldole, laden witb 
dele^tes; hoisemeD, hotsewomen, and pedestiianB; mothos 
and danghters, grand-mothen and grand-Hjanghtets, elvic and 
rostio ; a misoelianeoDs ^gregate of gvah^ and ineq»ati^, 
envfiloped with clonds of dost, crowded the high-ways and by- 
ways. Looomotrves, screaming and thnndering, nuhed to the 
depots, with thair eztia mammoth trains. Steamboats tll4 
other orafl, large and small, sunk to the water's edge beneatb 
their living freight, cht^edihe liver channel for miles above 
and below the dty. To oomplete tJie demonstration, chairs, 
tables, t^te-e-t^tes, side-boarda and every species of fiimitnre 
with feet or legs from two to fonr, animated by the spirits, in 
qmpathy with, if not the actual projectors of the political 
leform, and ambitious of precedence in the grand initiative, 
sallied from perlor and kitchen, work-shop and ware-room, and 
Stmck an air [ine, pell mell, tbrongh flood, field and forest, 
struning every nerve, Albany-ward I From Champlun to tlM 
mouth of the Hudson, from Erie's waters to the St. lAWTmee, 
eame the "strong-minded" and ca&inet-teare masses, pesriniJ 
in upon the oapitol, like an overwhelming delnge. The earth 
trembled under the mighty movement. Particular randecvoal 
&«re was none. It was impraotioaUe, for in «V^ di^WlfiM^ 
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ftr w dw aye ctmld re&cb, was one iatae mus of women, cUl- 
dren, fanubue and men. Hnsio swelled its moBt atirriug 
stnins. Flags and pettiooals flapped in the breeae. And snob 
boomiDg of guDB and peaUag of bell-metal ! Sacb sbonta and 
houas as went np from the sea of Toioes ! The veiy air be- 
came vooal, and the heavens reverberated ! Belfries announced 
the honr for matching in grand demonatntion throngh the 
principal streets. Ooming to time, appeared the officers: 
Betsey- Ann, Boes, Grand Marshal of the day — a bloomer, 
After the straiteet sect, bestride a milk-white charger — supported 
by lUtitha Topladj, Bebecoa Kder, Laoretia Oockbam and 
Henrietta Homblower, assistant Marshals, t^^ther with an 
indeBnite number of subalterns, all<'booted and Bpnrred"and 
honKd. 

'■ Ana inuif stnins and besTM, 
Tliej got np the laddle-eaTei, 
From whuuM thef Taiill«d tiito tha ent. 
With BO mDoh Tigor, strciogth, and heat, 
That the/ had almost tumbled otbt 
With their own weight, but did reoorer, 
B7 laTiiig hold of aetsk and maog, 
Which oft thej ns'd instead of r^gn<" 

Knitlessly the officers essayed to form the procession, so 
densely were they packed and wedged; nor oould they move 
wilhoat trampling nnmbers beneath their horses' feet. Bising 
aloft in their stirmps, the redoubtable staff bnuidished their 
we^ons, and at the top of their slender, feminine Toioes, to- 
ciferated, " Fall into order, &11 into order," which did but 
increue, if posnble, the duorder, as the mighty yam swayed 
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to ftnd fro like the waves of the oceaD. Force tad fortnne at 
length opened a breuh. The qniok-ughted Manbftl Beiaing 
the lacky momeDt, shonted — 

"Music, strike npl crowd fall iato line woordiiig to the 
kandbiU, and follow your leaden." 

It waa like the ooDflioting rush of man; waters — ooUapBiDg, 
reboandiog, chafing, twisting and writhing in alternate im- 
pingemect and repulsion. Nevertbeless, in the lapse of time, 
by dint of extraordinaiy exertion and the aid of the spirits — 
Oeopatn in parUcolar — the chaotic mass verging towards an 
equilibrium, was moulded into tolemble shape, when the prodi- 
gions column moved fbcward in the following manner ; 

1. Orand MarAal of the day, and Staff, with proud port, 
dancing plumes and drawn swords. 

2. Band of the Mneu, under the direction of Madam Fugle- 
man, fife and dram major. Aunioo of muucians andcomlnna- 
tion of musical implemaUt, altogether unparalleled. Next to 
Uisi Fanny Fairy-Finger, who " touched the light guitar " — 
the leading instrument of the band— was particularly promi- 
nent Mrs. Thumpembard, a very portly lady, and the most ex- 
traordinary ioM-druEQEQer in all America. It was truly aston- 
isbing with what teientifio precision and masterly emphasis she 
made every blow tell npon the deacon-skin. Last, though not 
least, either in magnitude or celehrity, was Aunt Philiee, the 
Ethiopian Minstreless, executing the most exquisite antics on 
her Banjo. But we will not tantalise the reader by attempt- 
ing an adequate description of that music. Imagine all tlie 
oonoeivable sounds extractive and extotlftble from metal, wood, 
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oalf-Bkin and feline intestinea, and 70a will hare a tuoi ide« 
of the magio execution of the Band of the Hoeea. 

8. Standard Beartn, holding aloft and flaunting to the 
breeie en enaign, huge and unique, conusting of an enormoua 
serpent, of t]ie Boa Conitrictor ^Mmea, on a field argaU} 
its podtion neither eowJuint, talient, nor rampant, but what^ 
in faenldio tonns, would probably be called the bend^nitter, 
as it lay in fomethiog of a half circle, with ite head thrust oat 
of one leg of a ptur of panlaloone, and its tail ont of the other. 
Prom the sapient lips of her snakeship issned the mjatio, ar- 
morial motto, 

«TH, EDE, Vn,TO, PA, T." 
These symbolical chancters said to have been inscribed b; 
an amanuensis of the Spheres, it is not our prorince — even 
granting as the ability — to interpret, bat giving the _^Mv«imt&, 
opportonely furnished os by a connoisseur artist, we leave it 
fbr the reader, if possible, to decipher. 

4. Miliiaty. And first and foremost, directly under the 
ample shadow of tbdr talismanio standard, the Barb Bosom 
Battalion, a set of rosy-cheeked, cherry-lipped, luscious-look- 
ing lasses as man ever fastened eyes on, formed upon a model 
for speedy execution, and — as their appellation indicates — 
&ee, fearless, and brave. Their armt of nature's own ^h- 
joning, as jet un-batt«red a^ begrimed by campaign ezpoenre, 
but soon to assume the gallant port of actual service, possessed 
a polish so perfeot, as at the first glance of their sheen, to be- 
diaien and paralyze tbe sterner toe. Once to aim their true 
mtnnie (eye) balls at a |ioor fellow, was to annihilate him. 
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"Qoiokwork, without waste of unmaaition," was their watch- 
word ; while, in olemencj to tbeix Tiotims, the; were oaieful 
never to plant their charge ebewhere than plump in the heart. 
Their diatinotive banner, orimsoQ silk, embellished with golden 
tassels, and interwoven for device, a youthful oavalier, upon 
his knees, in an imploring attitude, at the feet of a damsel, 
nnder the protectiag »^ of a swooping American eagle. 
Motto ; " Woman' I Rightt — No Quarter." 
5. Blux Stookino BoLTxae, oompoeed of stud sjansten, 
tall, lean, and lank, evidently fitted for long marches, hard fare 
and great endunnoe, yet looking dejeeted, wo-hegone. Whether 
or not their aniform was symbolical, we cannot eay ; bat thnr 
boots were green ; * their jaoket» and trowsers oovered with a 
profn^on of green oord and lace; epaulets, knapasoks, and 
cartoooh boxes the same ; and lastly, as a sort of lop-gallant, 
to complete the climax, they supportod towering green cAojieaus, 
Bormonnted by lofty, droopiug feathers of like oolor. Their 
banner corresponded; Jidd, green flannel hnng with festoons 
and pendants of tea-colored crape. Device : a bald old bach- 
elor, lauoed by a female of Amaaonian proportions ; the oaptor 
dragging the victam to an altar at the base of a decayed hem< 
lock, and overhead a turtle-dove, mateless and roosting on a 
solitary limb. 

Motto : " Maiden't Eyh^ and Annexation." 
6. IiOMO HiFUE Rahoibs— distingoished by a peonliarly 
aarele«8 air and jannting gait; desdtnte of knapsacks and can- 
teens, douhtlesa oslcolating to supply the demands of appetite 
wheievar they might chance to light upon the neoessaries. Ban- 
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ner, a network lyt yam — not tlrtel-yaja, bnt the regolar 
ipoD. Derioe: k woman so&]mga fenoe on the maigin of sn 
extenuTe common — bnue in the distanoe behind. 

Motto : " Extention of Ae area of Feniaie Freedow." 
7. HiOH-Fl-TlNa ABTm.EBT, % free and eaa;, roUicking, 
d&re-devil kind i^ orew, with features marked and dietinotive 
— 6768 black, lips thin, feet small, anklee slender; from crown 
to toe, trim as a greyhound. Bat extremes meet Their /a- 
t^iie dress oonaiflted of a wonderfol profusion of all kinds of 
ftsbionable finery, with acooutormente oerrespondent in Tariety 
and eztravagande. Banner: a field of ulnr be-stadded, be- 
laced, and be-tasseled with pearls, diamonds, and mosUTe 
golden nnggets. Device : A peacock spread — and a pugna- 
dous swan snapping at the beels of a retreating donkey. 
Motto: "Progren! Clear the track! !" 
' 8. Grat-Hiapsd Okenadibbs, whose appellation is suf- 
ficiently desoriptJTe of their obaracter and appearance. Thej 
bore a black flag, on which was represented an aged matron 
throwing her proteoting arms aronnd a timid maiden, and 
" looking daggers " at a gronp of " boys of a larger growth." ■ 
Inscription : " Plague take the day Ibegat you." 
9. Fault Lioht Ouaads; The Municipal Auaehe, or 
Body Quard of the Gkeat Metropolis. 

F^ " guiered " Enighti of the SilTer Bow, 
With qoiTara ftall of cnptd-darta ; 
WliD boldly fkoe tlie whiskered foe, 
And "oonqner peaoa " by aonq'iing hearta. 
10. Bthiopiam Rkar Goabd, the imposing climax in this 
mililai; di^y of the ftminine FiS^nMen, heaving up in the 
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dutenoe, like a thDnd«T-c]i>n4 od tlie hanxon, and eapeoiallj 
diBtiDgnished b; their armor of ivoiy, which gleamed id serried 
rows like streaks of liglit. Over them floated a white banoer, 
bearing a stately negresa seated in the ohair of State, with a 
ttUQ of white attendants at her back, and in either hand the 
insigoia of power. 

Motto: " Ethiopia and America — LSitrly and Equality." 

11. Sewing SocietJes. 

12. Quilting Clabs. 
18. Secret Sooieties. 

14. Know SomctLinga. 

15. Disdnguished cbaraoters; among them, Mrs. Oandle^ 
Mrs. PtrUngton, Madam Fudge, and Mother Bnnch. 

16. Spiritualists, in their respective orders of Rappers, Tip- 
pers, Writers, Talkers, Singers, Impressiblss and Smellen. 

17. Spirits and Fumitnre. 

IS. Citizens and strangers, in nnnarabered tbonsands. 

Accomplishing the passage of the principal aTenaes to the 
foot of State Street, the doughty phalanx wheeled, and with 
nimble step marching up the asoent to the tune of 

" The Bloomer GaUopade" 
environed the capitol, with a massive, living wall of iron hearts, 
in aspect more " battailons " than simply political. An im- 
posing deputation demanded, in behalf and fbr the occupancy 
of the Female State Convention, the Immediate surrender of 
the chamber. This summary demand met irith a prompt and 
faeroic denial. 

What andadty 1 How grossly insulting to the dignity and 
boBor of the &ir ^ibuiten, thu to obslnot the aetJoo of 
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their &r-iesching patriotic ambition ! A esse so extremelj 
aggravating, bo destnictiTe of authority, so tmappredaUTe of 
popular aorereignt;, bo utterly shameless a nolation of the 
laws of good breeding 1 what oould it require but the most 
summary measures, to avenge the insnlt and wipe out the dis- 
grace f Fatriatism, to the last latent spark, kindled with ho- 
roineio rage. A oounoll of war forthwith ensued. Brief was 
the oonsaltation — prompt the deoidon. Following a Iiasty 
diepodtJOD of forces, and a philippie hsrangne, to 

"Stalleii the Butswland ■nnunon up the blood." 

" Jfunc — Onward, ye Bravet," screamed the Hanbal in 
chief One enthusiutic shout, echoed by the mnlUtndee, with 
the voice of swelling tiinnder, and the cohorts — as greyhounds 
from tlie leash — dashed forward, filling poreh, bail, and cham- 
ber, and like an avalanche overwhelming the Legislature. Re- 
sisCaace was attempted, bat in vain. The members of either 
House driven before the ionuhing tide, and nnable to escape, 
huddled together in every oomer, tike frightened sheep. Huri- 
ing the Speaker headlong from his seat, Genend Boss occupied 
the desk, surrounded by her staff, and the orators of the day. 
Over them, aloft, was planted t^e revolntionaiy ensign — ■ 
breecAei and boa — with circling spires, flaming oreet and subtle 
eye ; whih, from window and gallery, waved the banners of de- 
fiance and triumph. Senate and Honae shared equal &te. Com- 
pletely overthrown, hemmed in and garrisoned about, they oon- 
ridered " discretion the better part of valor," and made no 
fortber show of reaislanoe. The Jacobins thus in oudispated 
poasessiou of the o^iiUil, Marshal Boss arose amid tremeadotu . 
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cheen, and mring her eUymore, in tokea of ailenoe, u- 
nooDoed that, in nocordsnoe with a preoonccrted and secret ar- 
nDgement, the Honorable Hannah Ann Hanoook, a worthy 
descendant of the illnstriouB John, of reTdndooar; TatmoTy, 
wonld read herpubiic document for the Botion of the oonveD- 
tion. Whereupon the disdngnished ladj, advancing with 
measured dignity and precision, prononnoed the following 

DECLARATION! 

When, in the eoarae of inhuman eventa, it beoomea neoee- 
vty tat one aex to break the oppreeeive bands which have 
linked tham with the other, and to assume the separate and 
superior station to which the laws of nature and their own 
abiiitiee evidently entitle them, a voluotarj oondesoension leads 
them to declare the canses which impel them to the dissolution. 

We hold these tmthe to be self-evident, that all women are 
oieated tvperior; that thejr are invested by their formation 
with certain nomistakable rights; that among these are life 
and the liberty of doing as they please; that whenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of those ends, it is 
the right of the women to alter or abolish it, and to institute a 
new polity, laying its foundation on such principles, and or> 
ganiung its powers in such forms, as to them shall seem most 
likely and speedily and safely and snooessfully to effect their 
porpoM. Prudence indeed will diotat^ that a government 
Jong established should not be changed for Ught and trannent 
causes; and aooordingly all experience hath shown that 
woman-kind are more disposed to suffer, while erils are nSei- 
■ble, than to right tbemsolvet by abolishing the fivms to whidh 
20* 
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tbey bsTO beea ftcoaBtomed. But whea a long tcsin of aboaaB 
and usurpations, panning invariably the same object, evinow 
a settled purpose to grind them noder abeolnte and eternal 
tyranny, it is their right, it is their duty, to rise np and put 
dowQ Bnoh a despotism, and raise nev breast-irotkB &r their 
future protection. Such baa been the meek and patient suffer- 
anoe of t^e women of- this state; and such is the neoesmly 
which drires them to upset the former system of governmenL 
The history of man is a history of repeated, unintermpted, 
unprovoked and moet ontrageous injuries, usurpations and in- 
BoltB, aU combining in a direct oonspirocj, forever, to hamper 
the females of this state. For proof of this, let the plain ftots 
in the case be told to the world. 

He has reflised to make laws, wholesome and necessary, for 
the good of the female public. 

He has, on the contrary, passed laws the most unnecessary, 
nnwholesome, and unpalatable to the feminine democracy of 
this commonwealth. 

He has prevented the establishment of jnstioe. 

He has erected a multitude of honsea and incarcerated ub 
within them. 

He has tried to make the male independent of and superior 
to the female power. 

He has endeavored to bring ns under a subjeolion oontraiy 
to our constitution ; performing sets of legislation and custom : 

For saddling large troops of children upon us ; 

For curtailing our desires ; 

For limiting our expenses ; 

For packing burdens upon us without our consent} . 
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For oompelliDg ub to make clothes, and eoour and Btsroh 
and darn them ever; week for him to wear oat oa his oini 
twk; 

For dooming us to delve in the kiUhen ; 

For conSning va in the nnreery pnson ; 

For disallowing us the privilege of voting and holing pnb- 
lio office i 

' For corering us with shilling calico when we oIidom silk, 
sod with ulk when we prefer satin. 

For refosJDg ns a seat in the legislature and declaring him- 
self clothed with power to le^sUte for us in all oases whatso- 
ever; 

He has annnlled onr right of governing, by deokring ns 
under his subjoction, and waging war against onr privileges ; 

He has pinndered onr affections, rummaged our quarters, 
hooked onr dresses, and fattened on the spoils of onr sex ; 

He has exdted domestic insnrreotions among ns, and let 
loose his merciless passions to prey npon ns, and songht bj all 
the means in his power to crush ont onr lives under his un- 
hallowed feet. 

In every stage of these nauipadons and oppresrions we 
bave petitioned for redress and relief in terms the most pert 
and emphado, as well as lofty and authoritatlTe; our oft- 
repeated pedtJons, oomplunts and demands, have been an- 
swered only by repeated wrongs. 

A creature, whose ehaiaot«T is thai matked by erery act 
whiel) may define a tyrant, u unfit and vnable to be the head 
and rnler of free women. 

Mor h«Te we been wantang in proper a t tentio n s to ooi nuJe 
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brethren. We luTfl mrned them, fnim time to time, igutist 
att^npting to exteod an nDV&mateble jurisdiction orer as. 
We have reminded them of oar peonliar alrcnmstiuioeB. We 
have appealed to their sense of jnatioe, magnanimity and de> 
oeno;, and ve have oonjored them by the t^es of our common 
hindred, by the cords of afiection, by the sacred ligaments of 
matrimony, by the tendrils of aympathy, by the nerves of in* 
dependence and the masolee of vengeance ; in short, by all the 
affections that link, and all the antipathies that sander the 
sexes, we have implored and notified them to disavow and dls- 
oootinne these osurpatioos and oppressions, which would inevi- 
tably interrupt our oonnection and intercourse. They^ too, hav« 
been deaf to the vcnoeof jnstice and mercy, of love and hatred, 
of wamiiig and retribution. We are driven, therefore, to soqni- 
esce in the neceeai^ which impels us to revolution, and to hold 
them as we hold all man-kind — hyenasin war; in peace, mules. 
We, therefore, the delegates of the women of the state of 
New York, in general convention asaembled, appealing to the 
highest rale of the world, the sapremaoy of onr inteudons, do, 
in the name and by the authority of the good women of this 
oommonwealdi, ddiberat«1y and solemnly declare, that the 
females of this state are, and of right onght to be, 2>iLKi and 
iKDKPXNDim ; that they are absolved from all all^tance to 
men; sod that ss free and independent women, they have fall 
power to declare war, conolnde peace, contract allianoee, estab- 
lish commerce, forsake their children, enslave the men, let 
themselves loose, in short, "rvie lh« roott," and to do every 
thing else which independent women may and oan do. And 
fie the support of this declaration, wilii a firm telianoe on the 
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stretch (^ our unbition, the inflexibility of our will and the 
ifareogth of oar gritf we mntually pledge each otber to stick 
together, and, "aak or Bvim," to Jight it Arovgh, or fail «'» 
the attempt." 

At tbifl new DeolaraUon of Independence, pfttriotiBm, like » 
pen t-np flood, broke loose and mahed beyond all boonda. Hands, 
feet and lungs, vied with each other in patriotic concnsuon and 
momentum. The capitol shook and legislators grew pale. 
This ebnllition of freedom measurably BubsidiDg, Fannyetta 
Freeman, Esq., presented the following — 

Sewlved, That this conTeution, having taken The Deolara^ 
don of Independence, jnst read, into their most deliberate and 
Berioos consideratioa, do, on this the fourth day of July, 1876, 
nnanimonsly declare that the reasons assigned in this immortal 
document, for pronouncing the women of the state of New 
York free and independent, are most pointed, cogent and oon- 
elusive; and while we greatly deplore the necessity which has 
made this measare unavoidable, we approve the same, and will, 
at all hazards, hag together in sapportjng it. 

An approving shout proclaimed the resolution carried. 
Liberty was jubilant I Music woke to phrensied joy her " in- 
ftruinents of wind and sound," as the band of the Muses 
delivered in uproarious hiu-mony — 

"The Lords of Craaljoij," 

after which the " campaign quartette" disooursed, in a style 
worthy the pulmy age of Log Oalnn-itm, the following ode, 
composed expressly for the ocoasion -.—^ 
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* T« wouen of ths Emigre State ! 

In joor own hands jou grup joor fate ; 

Hold it fut 1 
Xbe nul apon the bead jon'ra struck, 
And now mth genuine iroman's plnck, 

Clinoli it fut : 
Prond men, at last, is in your Set, 
And thoQgh he flonnce, end eqairm, and tiriit, 

Hold him fast [ 
Be'll Uirongh your Sngera try to slip. 
Bat olutoh him ; and irith a death-grip 

Hold Urn ftst 1 
So let him ily, the pomm pUy, 
Or itiiTe by force, to get avay. 

Hold him fkstt 
Nov lose no time in parley blab, 
Bnt qniok, with an almighty grab, 

HoldhimfMtl 

Thifl was the ngnal for the final maoeavor in thU nUtresslj 
"coup iTuu," thu graDtl Btrolie of revolutionary policy. The 
Btutliug motioD was at once made (evidently according to k 
previously concocted plan) and tiiiauiuiously passed, command- 
ing the Legislature to go into aessiou upuii the spot, and furth* 
ffith to pass a law grantiiig women their right to vote and hold 
public o£ce. 

" Treason t treaton I " echoed from different oomcin, whitbor 
usemblymen and Kenators had taken refuge. 

" Bare-bosom battalion : prepare armt, charge ! " ehoutsd 
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tbe Grand Mushal. The onset vu iiresutible. Oar publio 
BsmntB, SB alwayt true to their coiutitQenta and the interests 
of the oonntry, met it gallaoUj, like men, uid grappled with 
thnr antagonists, willing to sell themselves as dearly as pouiblo 
in their ooantrj'a serrioe; bat each cne being taken mad in 
the /ace with a blunder-bute, it was too nrach for flesh and 
blood to withstand. Capitolating, they cried for "qnartere," 
elevating a white handkerchief as a flag of trace ; not however 
till they had given back to their aas^lants as good as they sent, 
and earned by their valor the enviable name of " Defenders of 
the Constitution." Onr veteran and g^dlant lej^ators were 
led to their seats, submissive, pliant, and even willing captives, 
doubtlen with noble magnanimity, acting upon the principle 
that " to the victors belung the spoils," and forthwith passed 
the following enacunent :— 

AN ACT 
CoNOERNiNo Woman's Bjohts. 

Whereat, it is clearly evident that tlie women are in every 
thing equal, if not superior, to the men, and 

Whereat, it is just and expedient, because it is jost, that 
they should enjoy folly and freely all the rights of citiienship : 
Therefore 

The people of the siaie of New York, repreienled tn Senate 
and Attxmbly, do enact and dedare 

That the constitntioQ of tlus State be, and hereby is, altered 
and amended, so as to enfranchise all females past the age of 
twelve years, granting them the right to vote at all elections, 
making them eligible to public office, and entitling them in all 
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respects to the nme, and eqoal polttio&l prWileges with mala 
oitiieiu. 

Paaaed July 4th, 187S. 

The deed was done t The scepter departed ftom man I His 
empire, tdz thoiuand years old, was no more ! The underpeo- 
ning snddenly eztraeted from the Babel of his sovereigntj, the 
olond-capped iron-ribbed, time^efiant stmctare oame tambling 
to pieces. Awfnl crash I The State-Honsa shook. The -very 
hills of the capital rocked, and the Hndson fled up stream I 
A portentous tremor shot throagh ^ther hemisphere, starlliiig 
tiie inhabitants like the shock of an earthquake. 

Bnt at the ca^utal was tamnltnoos joy. Mnrio ponred out 
its very Bonl. The bells opened thdrhiaien throats. Cannons 
bellowed and roared as if ready to split their sides. Shouts 
and hnzEBS from countless thousanda rent the heaTens. 

Meanwhile the male inhabitants of the city and others from 
abroad, attracted thither by the spectacle, grouped together 
here and there, wherever a spot oonld be fonnd for the sole of 
their foot, some making merry over the scene, treating it as a 
most capital joke. Others, sedate and thoughtful, shook their 
heads and cast anxious looks, regarding the transaotions of the 
day as an innovation in the highest degree dangerous, tending 
strongly to the oormption of morals and the subversion of 
public order. Deeply earnest were their protestations against 
the blindoess, the folly, the culpability of winking at, or trifling 
with such prooaedingg — prtweedinga of a character so gnv^ 
BO shameless, so lawless; meriting the contempt and demand- 
ing the stern rebuke of every good and honest citiien. Trea- 
son stalked boldly in the capital ! Oivil war was wsgtd 1 The 
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reins of goTernment wen in the hands of the mob I Anantli^ 
had b^on I Imbeciles 1 madmen ! trutoTs ! irho eonld jeit 
over manhood despoiled, kagh at civil polity nullified, and 
view nmpl; as a pleasant fiuoe, the sinking ymek of society. 

Bat ve mnst, at least for the present, leave the jolly pro- 
ffreMionuta, fearless of "new measures," to make merry, and 
the old /offia, with lengtlieBiDg viaaga, to peer ominonsly 
tbroagh their spectacles. 

Their object accomplished in the enactment of a bloodlasa 
revolution, the convention adjourned with cheers "three times 
three," making heaven and earth ring again. With colon 
flying, and 

■• All the -while 
SoQoroni metal bloving m&rtial toimds," 

the triumphal return began. Animated natare, and eVes th« 
very elements, caught the new spirit of j>r(i^rettwm. Hums 
were fleet as the wind, and carriage-wheels rolled without fric- 
tion. Vessels like whitiing arrows shot throa^ the fbam. 
Steam generated new power. Electricity darted with increased 
velocity. Locomotives like mighty war chargers, snorting and 
pawing, leaped from their stations with nerves of steel and 
breath of fire, whirling the iUustrions victors, almost with the 
veloci^ of lightning, over their burning tracks 1 Waters 
aponted; forests waved; hills made obeisance; winds whis- 
tled Yanlcee DooHle, while every where tables, chslra aud 
atuols fell to kicking up their heels for joy ! The Sphere* were 
evidently celebrating the occasion I 
Moonlight gleamed on tbe capital 
21 
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■ WbD dun dKid* irlMB IbdliiiBi iU^!n>t ■ 

AMONG- thoBe whose vocation led them, b; the varioiu 
"wija and meane," to discover the hidden thingaof both 
vorlda, an intenueddling or prying spirit had been called np, 
^ving an additional demonstration of the beantiea and utility 
fif " Siuritnalinn." 

FnnglehMd the Seer, one night, from the " Rock of Vision," 
throngh his splritnal eje-glassee, saw a yonng lodjr, a member 
of the " circle," aotaemhert, and pnhlioly reported the same. 
She poddvelj declared it was not "her, bat somebody ebe." 

Amos also taw a gentleman tomewkere tiie, who, when the 
news thereof came to his eais, prouonaoed it false, as he was 
not there, and never had been. 

This afibided matter for pnblio speoalation, to an indefinite 
extent. Some thought the Seer oonld not be mistaken. Quite 
a number suggested, that if be did see anybody, be bad no bua- 
inesa to tell of it. The ladies, in partionlar, took the broad 
groond, that he had no right to look anj/ way. 

" It comes to a pretty pass," eaii they, " if a body oan't ga 
nowhere, nor do nothing, nor even speak nor think, without 
having old Amos roosting on bis rock and peeking through \a» 
qwQB at u all the time." 

(242) 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgIC 



FoLLiss or THX XIXth Ckmtcrt. 248 

This Bubjeot of Amoa' spiritual clairvojaiice was finally and 
Ter; elaborately canvassed one afternoon, at a large tea-party. 
Were we writing in the by-gone age of horse-power, when the 
world tmadled along by Stage coach, nnder the everlasting 
four "knote an hour" system, we would fnrnish a report in 
detail of the interesting session, to fill np the time, and relieve 
the dull monotony. But as this is the age of steam and light- 
ning, making time and spaoe mere abbreviations, when people 
read, and eat, and sleep laconically, we most adapt ouraelvee 
to the spirit of the times, and narrate generically and not 
specifically, exoept where very particnlar reasons necessitate 
the contrary. Aooordingly, the details of our snti-spiritnal- 
iatio tea-party, though in many respects novel and edifying, we 
pass unchronioled. However, it will indicate the outline, and 
ima^nation can fill up the picture, when we say that Amos 
would have been in extreme peril, bad ho shown his head 
among them. Some threatened to throw scalding water on 
him, and otbera declared they would smash his epectaclee, if 
they oottid get their hands on them. High ran the excitement, 
and desperate were the machinations agtunst him, when a 
maiden lady, who had hitherlo maintained a degree of taci- 
turnity, with a view to quell the turbulence of her mohooiatio 
sisters, exclaimed — • 

" Why, law mo ! I jist ss Uvea Mr. Funglebead would look 
at me all the while, as not." 

Finally, tboy all agreed tHey bad never said or done any 
thing to be ashamed of, but still they held that it was angen- 
tlomaoly and impudent in Amos to be forever peeking into 
other peoples' matters. 
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C«IestuI meeUngs had been held, and £vers manifeatatioDS 
mule, when » spirit (through ifbat kind of a Medium ve 
Derer luteir) called the " drole " together again, on a certain 
eTening. All the members nere present and highly elated. 
Enoiroling the table, after the manner of the old leg^en, they 
joined hands, and the "manifestatioDs" commeooed, varying 
respectively, aocordiag to the different kinds of Mediums. 

The "rappers" began to thump. The " writ«ra" motioned 
for paper and pencil, which not being furnished them, they 
osed their finger-nails upon die table, making deep spiritual in- 
dentations. The "tulken" made mouths. The "smellers" 
Bnuffed, and the eyes of Amos the Seer projected from their 
sockets, apparently fastened on some disUnt object. Thus iru 
constituted a grand union circle, a combination of the dificreut 
schools of Spiritopathy, a grand consolidation and opening of 
all the sluices of commnnioation from the Spirit-Land. 

The room was evidently fall of spirits, loading the Mediums 
vith dispatches, ready to be announced. 

But the " master of oeremonies " was in a quandary. If he 
should put the usual question — "What spirits are present?" 
they would all answer at once, in clamor and oonfusioa. To 
ask in rotation was inexpedient, lest those delayed should take 
offeose at being slighted, and in consequonce, important mes- 
sages be lost to the world. Here was a dilemma, nnlooked for 
and perplexing. Hot something must be done, for the spirits 
wera not to be trifled with. On the whole, as the safest alter< 
native, he oonolnded to call for partioular spirits, from whom 
he felt anxious to hear. So he asked, 

" Is the spirit of Peter Finkle present 1 " 
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Thamp — thump — thump, by tbe "rappers." 

" Here," " here," out deep to the table by the " writera," 

" Od band every time," sang oat the " talker." 

Funglehswl's eyes pUinly indicated that he saw it. 

Z. Soeratea the " Bmeller," vitb noetrila diatended, snorted 
like a porpoise. 

All answering thus in the affirmadTe, it was unquestionable 
that the spirit was commnnioatiTe any way, and every way. 
However, preferring to leave it to adopt its own method, the 
operator inquired — 

" What does the spirit of Peter Finkle wish to comnin- 
nicate f " 

Antmer (by the talking Medium). " Don't believe any 
body but me. Those ' rappers' are impostors, and so are all 
the others. They were turned oni of tbe ' Spheres' and cast 
down to pnrgatory. I tell the truth." 

Anneer (by tbe writing Mediums). " That talker is no 
good spirit It is a notorious liar. Shun it." 

Tbe other Medinms were mut«, as they never oommnnicated 
except in answer to iQterrogatoriee, altbough tbey appeared to 
be under deep concern of mtnd, and no wonder. Tbe " writer" 
had his backers, who declared he whs right. So, on tbe other 
band, tbe " talker" — and things took on a dubious aspect. 

Tbe leader, being partial to the old school — in other words, 
the " rappers" (who were sitting with knuckles ready on the 
table) — determined to give them a chance, and asked — 

" Art then the real spirit of Peter Finklef " 

Ajutoer, by all, affirmatively. 

Queitiim. " Art thou in tbe Upper Sphere T " 
21* 
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Half rapped id the ■ffirmstive and half in tho negative. 

The interrogator, supposing himself misanderatood, repeated 
tiie question distinctly, placing special emphasis upon the word 
*' upper ;" bnt the " raps " were the same, pro and con as be- 
fore, and each so loud as to leave no donbt of tbdr earnestneH. 

The reepeotive Mediums, witb their sapporters, were thoa 
divided into four ftctioos, as above indicated, eaoh claiming to 
be orthodox, and prononnoing tbe others heterodox. 

Amos, meanwhUe, had kept his seat, as qnietly as poasible 
nnder the circnmstanoes, bat straining his eyes nearly ont of 
his head. Ge had not winked even once. Amos never 
winked when lookiDg through spiritual optics. 

Z. Soontes, the amellor, was very uneasy. He bad fre' 
quently turned up his nasal organ as if in the vicinity of 
BometbiDg exceedingly offenuve to his spiritual olfactories. 

Who shall decide when tbe spirits disagree? Hera was a 
conflict of commuoioations sufficiently contradictory ; but there 
being two Mediums as yet unheard from, it was thought best 
to go through tbe list, bo the operator inquired — 

" Doth Amofl iho Seer see the spirit of Peter Finkle T" 

" Yea, he does," aii>'Weied Funglehead. 

" Where doth it reside ?" 

" It doth reside in tbe bottom Sphere." 

" I don't believe a word of it," said one. 

" What did I tell you," exclaimed another. 

" Humbug I" cried others. 

" I never bad any fiuth in the rappers." 

" As much as I ever had in the lerawlen," was the ready 
retort. 
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' Thus Ktiae deolared one tbiog >Dd some another, orimiiutaiig 
ftnd recTiminating. 

Amoe bad his fall share of foUotfers, who of conne it- 
AoQDCcd &1I other Medinkns, and bo a fifth aeOt Was formed. 
Great confusion prevailed, and the " circle" mta lilcety to break 
np in a nw. 

Z. Socr&t«a had maintained k knowing silence, evw md 
Mod, with an tit of wisdom, applying a handkerohief to tho 
extremity of his proboscis. Finally, the leader asked, 

"Doth the smeller scent that the spirit of Peter Finkle it 
present 1" 

"The smeller doth smell many things," was the reply. 

The question was repeated, when Z. Socrates WswAed with 

" I smell Peter Finkle's spiritual presetaoe, atad t am hit 
only month-piece — nose-piece, I mean. I am the final inoar- 
naljon of spiritualism. I smell that all these Medioms are 
quacks. Peter Finkle was a Dntchman. His spirit hasn't 
anderatood a word of your English, and can't wltboat ait 
interpreter; besides, ho is deaf and dumb. 

" That's a fiict," said one. 

" Tme as the almanac," cried another. 

The Medium of the deaf and dumb Bntdmmn, lo prove 
his veracity, at once communicating with Mr. Finkle, defunct, 
direw himself into all oonDeivable shapes and attitudes, 
thereby demonstrating his famiUarity with the manipulatiTe, 
pedestrial and physiognomical alphabet of the celestial deaf 
anutes. 

All aoqniesoed in the soperior knowledge of Z. Socrates Noi> 
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deman. B5e exposition was eotirelj satiefkctoi; to the " drok." 
Aldion^ nuray were loUi to abandon their fovorito theoriea 
utd aecta, alill the atar of Z. Socntes waa in tbe asc«odaut. 

A vital trnth in the science of " Spiritualism" hod Urns been 
evolved, to wit : that spirits retain not only their personal identi- 
tj, but the features of their physical, aa well as moral peouliari- 
tiea, and cannot naturally oommunicate save in their own mon- 
dane, vemacnlar tongue. Hence it is conclusive, either that the 
languagea are not taught, or if they are, that ail do not become 
lingiiists in the " Spheres." Hence, also, the origin of tlie vari- 
ous mistakee and fulnres of the Spiritoalists. The mystery 
was tboB unraveled, and cleared of obscnrity — a great aod all' 
important disooveiy. Henceforth the New Lights con^^idercd 
their in&llibilit; as settled. They all agreed that the smelling 
" Medium " was accurate ; but aa sectarians, more or leas &lt 
unwilling to admit thattheotherawerenotalso reliable. Large 
bete were lud on the heads of theic favorite " Medinma," that 
if allowed fitir play, they wonld " hit the mark " every time, 
and it was s^pnlalod, by genend consent, that Z. Socrates Noi- 
ileman, the smeller, should act as umpire, 

To t«st thur respective merits, the si^ieot " circle " was 
again formed, the owner of the table taking the precantioD to 
famish stadonei^fin' the "writers," to save his ftraitare fiom 
being further diafignied. 

No sooner was the psyohologioal ring described by joining 
of hands, than in rushed the spirits like a whirlwind. Never 
before had they iq)peared in suofa numbers. It seemed as if 
the " Spherw " had made a general " torn out," and all wer« 
importoaale to qieak at osoe. 
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The lewler foreww the cooftuion kbont to follow. What 
oonld he do f How to aend them back again ha knew not. 
To torn t^em out of doors vu impoadble. Hia soepter of aa- 
tboritj over them was a broken reed. Hever before had they 
acted ao lawleaaly. Without a qneation being aaked, the Tari- 
ona " Hediums" were all in motion, aocordiog to their refpeo- 
tire " orders." The mppinga were deafaniog. The tongue of 
the talker, unbridled, ran rampant aod wild. Amos' eyea rolled 
and flashed like two balla of deotrioity. The noee of Z. Soo- 
rates becoming fearfully diatended, fell to snuffing aa if all the 
perfumery of the Spheres were uobottled, and the spiritual 
ettuvia tickling it« nervous sensibilities, threw it into a fit of 
aneesing, so violently explouve as to be in dangerof detaebtng 
itself from tltc physiognomy of its owner. Surely, in all noee- 
dtmi, thwe was not another suoh nose as that of Z. Socrates 
Nonleman. No wonder that by common oonsent, he was 
cbristAned the " mighty snorter," as he was. 

But to the " circle." It was a moment of most intense in- 
terest. The rival '■ Medinms," each pitted against the others, 
bad fairiy entered the "ring" for superiority, and fierce in- 
deed was the oonteet 

Amid inoessant "knockings," the "tslkeiB" oootinnally 
shouted, 

" I can't keep still — I won't keep still — atop your nmse, 
and save your knmAlee." 

The "writsrs," with great rapidity fllling their sheets, in 
fine hand, closely interlined, wrote — 

"Oease that clamor, ^nt your mouth — quit pounding — 
Btof that blab/' Ao., Ac. 
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The leader, villi the iateotioit of bringing Uie ■pbita to order 
end pnttiiig an end U> the noise >nd confnmon) inquired, 

" What spirit ie present J " 

" I'm here myself — I'm here myself," shonted the " talker." 

"Ila a lie; we're here — Ita a lie; we're here" — answered 
the "writers." 

The operator directiDg himsdf to the " talking Medium/' 
enquired with emphatio distinotneas, 

" Whose — spirit — are— yon?" 

" I'm my own spirit, sir Nobody owns me but myself." 

" What is yonr name J " 

" None of your hnainess. Who made you my confessor, nr." 

The interrogator was fairly non-pluwed. Whether it was 
Napoleon, HaoDibal, Giant Grim, or the Deril he could not 
tell, bat it was mani/eilly a bald one. Mr. Moderator would 
gladly hare dropped the eubjeot at this point, but he durst not 
through fear of ezoiting a new " manifestation," as the i^irits 
are exceedingly aenritive. 

Thinking that posuhly bis manner of interrogation might 
not have been sufficiently deferential, he bowed and said, 

" Will you have the kindness to inform me whose spirit you 
are!" 

" I told yon once I was nobody's bnt my own. Tou fool I 
can't you understand nothing ? " 

This was a poser, argumentvm ad hominem, rather personal. 
Tba spirit was clearly in high dudgeon, &om some cause, and 
the poor man knew not how soon a spiritual "revoWer" or 
bowie-knife might make daylight shine through him. B^ng 
opposed to war and dueling, he gaye the " code of honor" the 
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go-by, pocketed the inmilt, and withdrew, by ttmiDg Ub atten- 
tioD to the writeta. Tbey bad oommniticate<i notluDg new, 
bnt obserriag one of them with pen in band, apparently awut- 
ing orders, he politely reqaeated, 

" Will the Rpirit be kind enongh to write its name I " 

"No, I won't. Its none of yonr business, sir." 

The " circle " looked dead blank at bo nnexpected a rebnff, 
and sock unparalleled obstinacy. Great wae the wonderment 
as to who it conld be. The " rappers," in tnm, were interro- 
gated with respect to their spiritnal ooDstitnentfl whom thej 
represented, bat with no more satisfactorj result Ever; mil- 
itary chieftain, robber and outlaw, recorded in history or ro- 
mance, was called, but to each was received a negative "rap." 

The backers of the " Mediame " who had " communicated," 
drooped with discouragement. Who in the name of all the 
"Spheres" conld be the rebel ghost, so wilful and daring as 
thus to "snnb" the "Mediums," and bring the science of 
Spiritolog; into public oontempt. 

Amos the Seer bad not winked for an honr. Hia optics 
were fixed and glassy. His baokers knew it was all clear to 
him, and at their su^estion the moderator asked, 

" Doth Amos the Seer see the spirit f " 

" Yea, verily," he replied. 

" Can Amos the Seer tell bis name f " 

"Yea, he cao. 

" TherpjWhRt did we tell yon ! " exclaimed the Amoeit«a. 

" That art the ppirit of Qeneral Taylor," continued the Seer. 
" It hath on regimentals and is on horseback." 

"Doth it wear an overcoat f" asked the moderator. 
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" Tea, ui old gny sartont. 

" The color of hia breast ? " 

"It ifl like unto milk." 

" The Old Hero of Bnen& Virtt, as snra as gnus I " ^* 
claimed one. 

" And the old gny ooat?" oried another. 

" And old < Whitey,' too," joioed a third. 

" Hurrah for S^ritnalism and Amos the Seer ! " sbonted the 
sappwters of Fanglebead, with exultation. 

"Its all a dev'lish lie I" yelled the "talker," bristling up to 
Amos in a pngnaeioua manner. 

"That's so," socawled the writen, assuming a similar at- 
titude. 

The "knockers," too, with &ts doubled in pnplistic style, 
gathered around the man of "Tision," as if about to give 
bim a rapping "demonstration" that would at least be im- 
pressive. Some of the peace members interfering, warned 
them to forbear all belligerent demonstrations, lest " Old Zach." 
should play up Buena Viata with them. 

The friends of Z. Socrat«s Noszleman were anxious to 
" make a strike," and one of them inquired — 

" What doth Z. Socrates, the smeller, smell f " 

" The smeller doth smell much." 

"Doth be smell the spirit of General Taylor?" 

" Nay, it aiat here, and hath not been." 

" There ! " " There 1 " " There ! " echoed from different 
parts of the " circle." 

"What spirit doth Z. Socrates, the soenter, scent f " asked 
the moderator. 
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"He dotb scent the spirit of'k female. It doth a&vor 
■troDgljr of tooman't nghU." 
"Her name?" 

" She doth forbid me to tell." 
" And why F " 

The seoret was out. It wu in truth a ladj spirit. The 
perCineDt responeea, and eapecUllf the noiversal womaD'a 
" reasoa" or all-fioal *' because," proved it. 

Z. Socrat«a exalted iu liis triumph. The rival " Medinms " 
stood aghast. Noteology vaa established oa a firm basis. It 
was the giaod demonstrator of Spiritaalisro. 

The "drole" broke np in Ugli glee, at the thought that 
now thej were on the right traok — the real " sirught line" 
between earth and the "Spberes." 

The "Koclc of Tision" had become notorions. The mi^ 
ehievovxnett of loyt vitu alieayi to. 

Now, it was the habit of Amos the Seei to make nightly 
observations from his spiritual observatory. He came as usual 
and took his position. Never before did granite preeent a sur- 
face of such downy softneas. The spiritual oozing was abun- 
dant. Surely the rock most have become instinct with the vi- 
tality of Spiritualism, and delighted with the contact of a 
body of its own " kidney," it clung to bis unmentionableB 
with the most affectionate adhesiveness. Never till then was 
there so close an affinity between granite and fustian. The 
union was beatific. From the tips of his hair to the ends of 
his toes, the man of vision felt a thrill of pleasure. 
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Amos had cuafnlly uiointed his g<%gle« with the siuritoal 
9J0 ealve, and with olurTojant optics was about to rerieir the 
loi(%r regions, when lo I & report like thaader I and imid flame 
and fume, the Book of Vision and Fnnglehoad ascended ! The 
last that was seen of Amos he was on his way to the seventh 
Sphere 1 His foUowers declare he was promoted by the spirits, 
and that the ooise and smoke were but the percosBive friction 
of thdr electric wings in elevating him to his mora exalted 
position. 

Bomor said there was a strong smell of pitch and brimstone, 
and that saltpeter had mora to do than the spints in his ethe> 
rial elevation. This, however, must be a mistake, as a pilgrim 
from the Seventh Zone afterwards bronght the intelligenoe 
that one Amos Fnnglehead saddenlj made his appearance there 
— that he had tamed doctor and was peddling roots with % 
horso and sulky I 
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Ta (nil aatD (Unci to cmt ; otj, oot or noofht 

WILSON miuntoiDed his aconstomed good humor, aJthoagh 
he would have beeo better pleased bad his wife re- 
muDed 8t home and attendod to the household cares. Yet he . 
never allowed himself to cherish towards her feelings of dis- 
pleasure, nor to address her in the language of unkindness or 
complunt, Ja no event had her "rights," as hitherto under- 
stood, suffered the least abridgment at bis bands. Liberal iu- 
dnlgenoe, rather than restraint in the least degree, was his 
rule of conduot relative to his companion — an example, by 
the way, worthy of all imitatjou by partnera on the voyage of 
life. 

'The " woman's rights" meeting bad set the community in 
a blase. Wilson and the editor were almost the only persons 
in the vicinity who dared express a doubt as to the new scheme 
of politioal reform. 

One night when the onrtains were drawn, our landlord ex- 
plained to his wife at large the inevitable effects of the ezoito- 
meut, reasoned with her senubly on the subject wilb wbiah 
(256) 
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sbe ms BO pooKssed, ud bewraght her to abandon it, annriog 
W il iraa not irell coaaidered, that ehe would be ridionled af- 
terwards, and if nnable to be oonnuoed of her error, by all 
means not to make herself ao conspiooous in the movement. 

Mrs. Wilson listeaed with silent bnt ominouB attention. 
When not ont of humor, she had aoarcel; ever been disposed 
to oroBs her husband's wishes. But when the fit was on, 
which at length had beoome ohronio, — or, to use a more 
oharitable expressioo, when her spirit of ind^endenee was 
aroused, — she would peremptorily demand her " Tight*," and 
TOW that she would have them " any how." 

Wilson often asked for her definition of "rights," bat oould 
get no answer satisfactory to him. 

" What is it you want, my dear," be would frequently in* 
quire, with real anxiety. 

" I want my < right*,' " was the invariable reply. 

Like a generona soul as be was, be granted her every thing 
she desired : money, ostensibly the sole maoagement of the 
household a&irs, and — to nse his own language — liberty to 
"put on bis breeches and raise the devil her own way." 

Bnt this was not Bufficieot She must aod would have her 
" right*." Somehow the idea had found its way into her head, 
that Khe was to be elected a member of the Legislature. In 
short, she bad fallen into the fcuhion of being ambitious for 

Wilson saw the futility of attempting to change the onrrent 
of a "strong mind." He also perceived that Badger was 
holding her spell-bound — that whatever " Mr. Badger" said, 
did, or advised, was to her ^ rvle of ao^on. His will wia 
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iter plearare, althongli it might be in opposition to hm bus* 
baod's withes. Not that Amuiah intentiontdlj tieflpais«d np- 
on the marital authority of his host, nor that his hostess iatea- 
tionalt; lacked either in propriety or conjagal fidelity. It vaa 
purely the result of sptritnaliB^o affinity — an iiiToliintary oo- 
inoidenoe of reformatoiy activity, and of which they wen 
wholly unconsoions, belonging as they did to the altss of Im- 
pressible Mediums . 

Mrs. Wilson had not ftlleo into a ^ for Bono tims, s tmj 
nntuual phenomenon in that latitude. 

Now Wilson, with all hit fund of good nature, bad aatn- 
lally a great aversion to " fits," bnt he had come to feel a raliah 
fi}r one, provided it conld be induced in a modified form. Id 
other words — was it secret jealousy or to develop haman na- 
ture and for the sake of the " fun " — he felt an itching to see 
his wife and the "old bachelor" have ^/ailing out; and it 
most be confessed that in addition (nor is it strange), iban 
was lurking in bis feelings a determinadon not to stand in tin 
way, if the lady of the hove should again order Badgw to - 
change hia boarding-plaoe. 

" That was a splendid dress; do you know what it coal 7" 
said Wilson to hia wife. 

" What dress ?" asked she, with a tone and look <^ inquin- 
tive sarprise. " Have yon bought me one since I've been 
gone?" 

" No. I mean that one Badger got in V ynterday. 

I think she'll look pretty fine in it," aaid he, arohly. 

"Did Badger buy a dress there? Whowtsitfinf Idid's* 
know it," ejaculated ^i with jaalpBa anzietj. 
22* 
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"0,j<ni don't know any thing about it then f If beliMo't 
told Ton, I suppose I shouldn't epeak of it. So let it pass. 
Its aU right; you'll see it when its made up. Don't say I 
mentioned it ; friend Badger might not like it, and I don't 
vant to offend bim," said Wilson, as if he had anwiltiogly 
tevealed a secret. 

" Ton shall tell me too. I should like to knov who he's bajing 
dresses for. For my part, I don't think it looks well for any 
woman to receive a diess from bim. Come uow, husband, da 
tell me all about it." 

" I gness its all right," said he eyasively. " Badger knows 
what he's about. Perhaps he didn't buy it for a icoman. The 
Men may want satin soon." 

" Satin, satin, m satin dress t I'll find ont who he's been 
getting satin dresses for. Now yon know all about it. Yon 
thaU tell me. If yon don't, I'll make Mm tell, and tnra him 
ont of the honse besides," said she, showing plainly the 
" symptoms.' 

" not so bad as that, we can't spare Mr. Badger. Ha 
mnst stay with nsforlife,^or at least till he gets married. You 
sbould'nt think of having bim leave ns." 

" Do you suppose I'm going to keep a suspicious old bachelor 
here always f Can't go out of town but he's buying somebody 
a new satin dress, and not let me know any thing about it — 
never. I'll turn bim off to-morrow morning if he don't give 
m« that dress; so there." 

" I guess by what I learn, ^u won't get it. You'll see 
tomtbody, one of these days," said Wilson insinuatingly. "It 
most ooit Wx. Badgar a gnat deal of money to get so many 
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preseDla for the ladies. That teatck cooIdD't have cost lesa 
than Bixtj dollars." 

"What watch, do tell?" 

" Ah, you don't know any thing about tJiat neither. Of 

conrse yon saw but I hadn't better Bay any thing more, 

I guesa. Let's drop the subject, its all right, Badger nnder- 
Rtands himself." 

" Now Harry, yon thall teU me who he's pre the dreaa and 
watch to — you ought to, when I wau't to know ao bad," said 
she, coazingly. 

" Yon keep an eye out," returned he, as if putting her on 
the track to learn it all, " and if you see a certain lady with a 
new watch, it won't be called inquisitive among ^ovrM^wt if - 
you enquire pretty closely where it came front." 

" Has he given it away ao quick ? I wish I'd known iL He 
never vould've come into onr door again, I can tell you that. 
I mistrasted Bomething wasn't right some time ago, and now I 
know it. I'll giYo him a walking paper before another day 
passes over my head — new satin dress I — gold watch I — 
what a mean thing she must bo to take 'em. He better not 
offer 'em to mr. He knows better tban that, I assure you," 
said she with compressed lip, and a signifioant shake of the 
head. 

" Don't blame one unless you do the rest, my dear. Ma; 
be you'll see a pair of new ear-ringt on a certain young lady, 

and but what am I about 7 I mtiK stop," said Wilson, 

as if inadvertently exposing what Badger had stndioualy kept 
a secret from her. This was too much. She stood dumb- 
founded — the "fit" was on. 
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" Well DOW t How maaj hasn't he got ia tow T He's an 
old villain, and I always knew it. I've turned him out o' doors 
half A dozen times, hot jou always sided with him against me, 
and let him come hack agaio. / never consented to it Ha 
shan't stay here another day. I won't give op this time, any 
iray," and fihe raved and tore like one with hydrophobia. 

" Bnt why do you berate Mr. Badger f Isn't he a nice man ? 
Very kind-hearted to the ladies F He gives them dresses, 
watches, ear-riogB and every thing." 

" Berate him ! — nice man ! — very kind-hearted ! — dresses I 
— wat«hea! — eai-ringsl Yes land every thing, nobody knowfl 
what — the old teoundrd — and yon ain't much better if 
you're going to take his part again. He shan't stay here — 
that's lettled. It he don't take his traps ont of that room to- 
morrow moroiDg, I'll pitch 'em out of the wiodow, with my 
own hands, and him aft«rit, if hewon'tgowiihoat. Hoonght 
to have hu neck broke — who did he give 'em to f I want 
to know that, and yon tJudl tell me, or I'll haunt you as long 
u yon live." 

"I haven't said he gave them to anybody — have 17" 

" Yon needn't ti^ to fool me now. You've done it long 
enough. You can't make me believe any thing good of him." 

"I always thought well of Mr. Badger, or I shouldn't have 
let ynu go off with him to the eonvcntion, and other places," 
stud Wilson, pleasantly. 

** Shouldn't lei me gone off with him. I should like to see 
gmt or any other man stop me, if I wanted to go. Yon mean 
to twit me of running around with him, do you f I'll go again 
if I've a mind to, and mil, if you fling it in my face any more." 
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"I hardly thick he'll permit jon, if you turn him tmt of 
doors, OB yon threaten to do." 

" He oan't help hitDBelf, if I set oat. One tUog I'm de- 
termined OD, aod all creation can't atop me. I'll throw hia 
trumpery into the street, before another tmn goes down. This 
ia the last niglit he ever sleeps in this hooso. And if yoa 
don't take care, I'll put yon out with him, now yon nnder- 
atand iL" 

" Well wife, I gness we better take a good night'a rest 
Perhapa you will feel betler in the morning and not have qnit« 
so poor an opinion of our friend, Mr. Badger." 

" Don't call him m^ friend. He may be jrour friend and 
^ur ladled friend with the Batin dress, and gold watoh, and 
new ear-rings, and all so sly and secret from me — I shan't 
forget tbia in one nigbt, yon needn't think." 

Wilson ere long fell asleep, and anon bis wife followed him, 
in, at least, the temporary foi^tfubess of her tronbles. 

Our landlord opened bis eyes with the dawn, feeling a little 
anxious to know whether his spouse had lost her desperation. 
He preferred to let the fever rage of its own accord, yet he was 
ready to excite it, if necessary, which could easily be done by 
the simple mention of either satin, watch, or ear-rings. 

She awoke. A glance satisfied him that all was right. She 
had not come out of the "Jit." 

Breakbat over, Badger took his usual morning walk. Hrs. 

W did not happen to observe his departure. Reparingto -. 

his room, in advance of the chamber-maid, she found it in 
what appeared to her, the most shameful confusion, which oir- 
cnmstance seemed to increase the " state of her mind." 
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"What an awful-loobiog place," eaid sbe to ttcrseir. "I'll 
see if I can't have somebody here that won't keep it looking 
like bedlam. I'll clear it mighly qoick," and suiting the ao- 
tJoD to the word, up went the windows, ont flew the chain, 
table, vash-Btaad, looking-glass, and all the paraphernalia of 
Amaziah'fl quarters, in rapid succeeaion, until she came to the 
bed. This unfortunately stuck fast in the window. In vain 
she applied all her strength to eject it, when in the height of 
desperation, retiriog to the back part of the room and running 
with all her might headforemost against the hitherto unyielding 
mass, for ouce, aa fate would have it, action and re-action were 
not equal. The bed went out and to did Mrt. Wilson I 

It is needless to add, that in that single catastrophe onr 
landlord lost a wife — the cause of " woman's rigbln," a most 
zoalouB champion, while another fable-tipper was born into tbe 
Spheres and some new Medium gained a guardian spirit. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

DhIde Ui' «nt lo ur MiUi, u* kll fai ^nu,* 

" Eu.Ut wen It 
To burl tbo ivoted monnUJn fnun Ita baM, 
Tlun foica tbs )iok» oC lUnnj on vomu 
DeUrmliMd to be free.** 

N£WS of the bigh-handed outrage perpetnted st the npi- 
tol, ppread with the rapidity of lightning over the coun- 
try, wherever the telegraphio wires could conduct it. The 
public priuta — a few excepted — were loud with patriotic elo- 
quence in proteetatioD agaiaeC auch daring ionovationa, and 
mobocratic, treasonable movements. Yet, genenilly, was there 
diacoveroble id their ostensible gravity, a lurking irony, leading 
one to doubt how fiir those oi^ns really uttered the sentimenta 
of the male public. 

Some, however, raised the alarm-cry of revolu^on, in good 
earnest, oalling npon the people to awake toa Bense of danger, 
to raise np the fallen State, reatore order, law, goTernmeDt, 
and guard with eleepless eye and atrong arm, their ncred and 
inalienable rights. Others, less ccmtervative, scoateil'tbe idea 
of serious danger, or actual revolntioD, and laughed with deri- 
eion, if not with scorn, at all attempts to cany out this haii^ 
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bmned scheme of the femiDine politiciaoa. Wh&l the gronnds 
either for serious apprebenaion on the one hand, or for merry* 
mtking on the other, the sequel will disclose. 
Leading the Alarmists, haunted 

"With wild fantastic shapes of Mdeoiu rain," 

to blow the tocsin of civil war, and the Hnmorists to indulge 
in ezuI>eraDce of mernment, let us trace the operadons of the 
ReToIntionistB, aliai, the Reformers. 

Betumed from their invasion of the Legislature, resalving 
to seise time by the " forward lop," and cot be caught " nap- 
ping," they hastened to construct the requisite machmery, and 
entered upon the electioneering campaign, for the forthcoming 
oriffis tt the ballot box. 

State, oounty, town, and neighborhood correapondiDg com- 
mittees were organized, a politioal sinking fond instituted, a se- 
cret police orduned, and a campaign paper, styled The Broom, 
established at the capital, the first issue of which oontaiued the 
following prospeotue : 

The Broom, 
A weekly sheet, will be spread before the public, under the aas> 
pices of the " State Feminine Committee," and devoted to the 
oanse of Woman's Rights in general, and the election of « fe- 
male state ticket in partioalar. 

Motto ; On the carpet fir a dean naeep. 

We issue but a brief, though significant pTOspeotns, in 
^mply stating onr object, and drawing the line of our policy. 
Oar aim is revoiution in Chnrob, State and Elitcben, the over- 
throv of man-power and the enthrwement of uoman-power. 
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Oar policy is boldl; to tahe the field and win tho day, peace- 
fully if we CUD, forcibly if we must Tbe duat nud mire of 
political BloTenlinesa, accnmulatiDg for ages, covers aad disgraces 
the -fiocial fabric. To ua it beloogs to twefp the boanh, set 
thiugB "to rights," and keep them in aconditiou of decency 
and order. Tbe body politic is a mass of comiption, alive 
with loathsome vermin. It is ours to renovate it, to strip off 
its filthy rags and invest it with purple and fine linen, mating 
it the model of tasle and comfort, no more to be the polluted 
carcass it ia and bos been, but pollution purified and trans- 
formed to the comeliness of queenly grace and beauty, adored 
and worshiped by the piinces of the earth. Then 

Te womea of the EiDpJre State, 
ir jt woald 'scape a vretclied fat*, 

Ball:r to the standard, rallj [ 
Waste not your time in iUlo eloep, 
But np, BDd suie tbe "Broom" and sweep: 

Rallj to the standard, rnllj ! 

Of man-power-robtush, brueh tbe last 
Into the groat dast-pan — the past: 

Rallj to the standard, rally 1 
So bid oar tjrante read their doom 
In tbia — "dem turttpi li» (ran nnr Broom ;" 

Kali; to tbe atandard, rally ! 

The " Broom " made a tweeping seosatiou. Subscriptions 
poured in by tens of thousands. Mail-bags groaned with tbe 
weight of their contents. Everywhere, early and late, might 
be seen matrons and mudens with " Broom " in band, indus- 
triously at work from garret to cellar of the great mansion of 
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state, wherever man could make a tmck, a spider weave its 
web, or fly plant its foot. 

Telrabuae, Screamer, Seasons, Diary, Index — id short, all 
the political oi^na, like musty cobwebs, were brnshed away 
by multitudes. 

Tbe campaign, opened by a bold stroke, was pushed with 
desperation, alike by force and stratagem ; the more belligerent 
spirits leading tbe onslangbt, and Sampaon-ltke, witb tbeiryaw 
boae*, smi^Dg, " hip and thigh," all before tbem. Others, po- 
litioal Dclilabg, clipped the strenpth of veteran heroes, put oat 
their eyes, and led tbem slaves with their apron strings. 

The whirlwiud wna io motion and gathering strength. The 
wave of popular excitement, lifted from the depths of passion, 
accumulated. Strange to say, by the major portion of the 
male democracy, the one was regarded as a mere whiff of air; 
the other but a bubble on the surface of the waters; a prank 
of nature, alike harmless and mouientAry. 

NevertbelciM, gravely affecting themselves in extremities, the 
sons of the Empire Slate called a counter convention, osten^- 
bly to countervul tbe revolution, but in reality as a caricatnra 
of tbe Albany affair. Inasmuch as the "strong-minded" bad 
convened at the capital on the east, consonantly with tbe 
memorable rote, sending the men to the " opposite side of the 
house," Bufialo was indicated as the place of meeting. Al- 
bany and Buffalo in political and geographical antithesis; the 
" San and Beersheba" of this goodly State of promise, and 
typical of tbe extreme antagonisms of sexual hamanity. 

Handbills were scattered like autumnal leaves, conjuring all 
ftee-men to join the rally and snatch government, and oonae- 
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qnentl; Bociet; and the existence of the race, from the jaws of 
destruotion. 

Tbe day arrived. Clear rose the sna, yet clouds lurked 
upon tbe horizon, massive and threatening. Anon the King 
of Day turned "dough/aix," and withdrew his influence. 
Dark forma drove across tlie sky, like messengers in hot haate, 
discharging random drops, bulleUlike, with ill-boding Tiolence. 
Lake Erie looked gruff. Even the canal grew turbulent, while 
Niagara, emptying all its terrific thunder caverns, became au- 
dible to an incredible distance. Not only at the capital, but 
ill far distant Gotham, the inhabitants, dismsyed, felt the 
gT<<und rock beneath tbeir feet, and heard tbe portentous rear. 
Whisperings filled tbe air above, and ponderous rappings from 
below well nigh broke through the rib-crusted earth ! 

Amid Ibcso nnpropitious omens the free-men of the State, 
notbing daunted, poured into Buffalo by mammoth trains, the 
more numerous doubtless from the fact that the Directors of 
the various railways had, with patriotic magnanimity, granted 
free ticketa to the whole state, an unheard of phenomenou in 
the age of monopoly ! 

Were our pen graphic enough and in the mood, we would 
draw in detail a dioramio view of that nniquest of all gather- 
iugs. A " charcoal sketch," in rough outline, most suffice. 
Imagine, then, ourselves standing on Main Street. Now, 
while tlie ersnk turns, watoh the " order of the day" as it 
passes — here it comes ! 

Commander in chief, General Winfield Scott, not tbe 
giant veteran of Mexico and Londy's Lane, bat Qeneral Winfield 
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Scott,* the Hercules of Lilliput, toweriog Slteea inchea high I 
supported by his staff, oonsistjog of the TsriouB official digni* 
tariea of Blal«, and smong them all tbe surviving ex-Goveinorfi. 

Unitxrsal Callithuhfiam Band, a coDsorl of all im> 
plemcnts sonorous, ever constructed from the dsjs of Jubal 
Cain and Pan the Piper, downwards. 

President: — Gable Angel, of world-wide renown. 

Vice-Presidents ; — Several braces of naturaliied Aiteo dig- 
nitaries. 

Orators : — Generttl Tom Thumb, now a dignified gentleman 
of forty, and others, names not chronicled. 

Mililarji — Bachelor Blues; bristling cap-a-pie, with 
needles, thimbles, scissors, bodkins, knitling needles. 

And ladon irith anormouB pucks 

Of threkd and jam upon their backs. 

Old Guard, eyed, amied and equipped with spectacles^ 
crutches, pipes and snuff-bozos. 

Fantastio Fusileerb, oast in evei; possible mould of siu 
and form, dad in all colors end the extremes of every con- 
ceivable fashion. 

" See, see them io their motle]' hues ; 
Funerftl black and brfmstone blues, 
And lurid green, aod bonfire ted. 
At once their varied ntdiaoce shed ; 
And akin deep gold, and would-be pearls. 
And heaps on heaps of eorkserew earls," 
■With paleheo, partj-color dyed 
Like Jacob's herds, ring-streak'd and pied. 

* A caltbstail plfiBT dniC on uhlUtloB thianih th* omnti?. 
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Heatt Artillert, maDniDg an imnieDBe Geld-piece — or 
more properly, Aouie-piece — conflisti ng of a etove-pipe, of fright- 
ful ckliber mi paixhan pattern, dragged bj " old Crumple 
Horn," followed by ammunition train of ooinbustjbtes. 

Draq-qotthb (dragoons), wearing oapaciona coata, with a 
Bolitarjr button under tbe chin, flowing gloeves, a dorsal protn- 
beranM and skirts, elongated into tnuls sweeping several yards 
in the rear. 

LiOHT-FooTED, LiOHT-HoRSE, mounted on broomsticks, 
miip-eticks, pudding-sticks, fiddle-sticks, and every other kind 
of stick avulable and ridable. 

Cdlinabt Cataliers, laden with the paraphernalia of 
kitchen and larder. 

Epicurean Conkoisbecrs, panoplied to the teeth, and bear- 
ing each 

" A paunch of mighty balk before, 
Vliioii Btill the; hiiTe a special care 
To keep well craimn'd with thrift]' fare." 
And oft as imiUtig plenty meets their waj 
Once, twice, or e'en three times a day. 
*' IMre is Uio olnng of pl&tes, of knife and fork 
That moTcilcas fnll, like tomahavks, to work." 
At signal, demi-johns and bogsbeada bleed, 
While boandlees atomacha, ftightful famine breed. 

The Forlorn Hope — an embodiment 

Of lean, gaunt absUnence and haggard oara. 
Of ragged rois'ry and forlorn despair. 

Know-Nothings; a gallant few and the remnant of many a 
bard-fonght field, brought up the rear of this mar^ urray. 
28* 
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General Thumb mouotiog the roBtmm tmid the "hollow 
Bqoare," and elevated oa a paper pedestal to angmeot hu per- 
Bpicnitj, with voice keyed to the stroDgeft pitch of patriotJam, 
and modulating between the deepest barytone and moat alender 
&lBetta, with thrilliag effect, delivered himself tbos : — 

" Most puissant fellow-citizeos and soldiers of the Empin 

State : — Hem I " [Here our nobte orator became disoen- 

certed with real or affected confusion, as 

" He scratch'd Mb eir, tLe infaUibU resooroe 
To wMch embuTua'd Epukon b&T« retooite." 

But quickly rallying, 

" Now with a Kiutt't might, 

He hUiTes tlie poDderoiis thought, 
Now poon the storm of eloqusDce, 
With scathing ligbtniog fraught"] 

" I feel ftinply proud of my position I Man, the Lord of creu- 
tion, is great I We live in a great age ! Ours is a great slate 1 
This is a great gathering of great roen ou a great occasion ! But 
for the lateness of the hour and the pressure of events, it would 
furnish me the highest satisfaction to review the brave troops 
under my inspection, whose make and port proclaim ihcm ade* 
quate to any emergency, and whose conquering ciOuinns I xm 
ready to lead on to victory and to glory ! Dark clouds are 
hovering! Mars bus hamcssed his battle aleeds! already we 
bear the rumbling of his Jugjiernaut car I our tnes trc^id on ihe 
heels of portenteusevenlsl ' Woman' i Right* and the Sj>l"'if*' 
is the war cry of the rebels ! Man'i Krmigx l>e our ira'ch- 
word, and ' Young America ' our battle shout ! Tes, firllov- 
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citizeoB sod soldiers ! Youn^ America ! the projector of thia 
deioooBtration I the Hercnles of this niaeteentb oeutuTj 1 whose 
might; m&wl shall pummel the pate of the great Red DragoD 
of lanless ionovatioD and revolution t Hera I stand I This 
brood roBtrom shall Sy from Its firm base as soon as 1 1 Atten- 
tion the whole I Shoulder arms ! 

" ' Now tot jour teeth and stMl«h your noitriU wido, 
Sdffen your siiiewa, (ummoa up jronr blood — 
Hold hud your breath end bend up all jour aiuiils 
To their fiiUheiglit!' 

"Follow jour noble chief ! On, on, je braves — to the com* 
mifisar; for jonr rations ! ! " 

Frantic with enthusiasm and voiacions wilb fasUng, forward 
dashed the irresistible squadrons, and stormed the commissariat, 
sweeping all before them I Terrible was the shock! frightful 
the carnage ! Whole sboaJs of herring and platoons of sausages; 
entire ranks of gingerbread and legions of pea-nuts, went down 
engulphed at each successive charge 1 Jugs, demi-johns, 
puncheons, in uncounted numbers, gurgled their last in the 
overwhelming onslaught! * 

It was indeed a sublime spectacle to see those vanquishing 
hoels, like a whirlwind sweeping on in front and Qank wiih 
weapons drawn, teeth set and courage whet to desperation by 
mutinnns appetite. 

Irresistible was the shoclt ! Culinary implements, the tro- 
phies of victory, dangled over empty provision waggons, while 
above, the " stars and stripes," with the corouoopia and goddess 
of plenty surmounted by " Excdtior," floated in lofty triumph ! 
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Flushed vitli glDttonons excess of victorj, tbe vanqaisbera 
would bave poshed forward the oonqaest of " victaila and drink" 
into the recesses of aight ; bat DDfortunatelj the elements, sud- 
denly forming a leagae fur intervention, opened vide their hj- 
dranls and air-pipes, poniing down with serioas Tioleoce, sacb 
torrents of cold water, that the conquerors, with the heat of 
their courage cooled, and more like vaDqaish^ than victora, 
dripping, and drooping, retreated to their home qnarten. 

Thus opened and thus ended the grand nnf^emonstntioD 
of Young America, at Bu&Io. 

The goTerument press teemed with high-wrought descriptiODS 
of the "Man'$ wrong* oanvcntian," magnifying its importance, 
and lauding it as incontestablj the effectual eztinguisherof hot- 
headed bloomer radicalism. The country was safe ! 

But tbe " Btrong-minded " were not bo easily intimidated, 
disheartened nor thwarted. The quality of woman had not 
changed since the poet so truthfully and forcibly sung — 

" If she will, she uriU, yon may depend on't ; 
If she won't, she aoa't, and tLen'B the end on't" 

Tbe " Broom " was plied with redoubled vigor. The political 
sisterhood were on the alert. Wo to the Mr. Caudles when 
tbe curttuns were drawn, who proved refractory in politics. 
Farewell to the amorous hopes of yonthfiil swaluB, unless 
promislDg allegiance to the cause of " woman's rights." Many 
a poor Philander Buddcnly found himself " mittened," and sent 
home In " single blessedness," to " chew tbe cud " of repentance, 
till submissive and gentle as a lamb, he was led to the rick of 
party alliance. 
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This wu ft new species of taotioa in political wat&re with 
which the most veteran demagogoea were luable to oope ; tlM 
sUnotlTe eyatem bj which the sentiDols of the eoemy wen 
picked ap, and even the " rank and file " marohed off, pnblioly 
or transported on the "nnder ground" railway by thonwnds, 
to Bwell the forces and fight the battles of the rerolntioniflts. 
OoTemment jonmals — the heavy ordinanceof polidoal strife — 
captured one by one, by the rebels, were spiked or wheeled into 
line, and made to ponr their " grape and canbter," into the 
faces of the whiskered and mustached foe. 

Kesistance was futile. The avalanche was in motion. No 
earthly power could stay its progress or avert its violence. No 
nllemative Bemaioed bnt timely to flee or be crushed beneath 
the monntdn mass. 

The campaign approached its crisis. The ides of November 
arrived. Liberty blew her trumpet upon the blast, and ronsed 
the dormant eneri^es of her sons, who mustering all their availa- 
ble forces, rallied to the ballot-box. But they were anticipated. 
The daughters of Freedom had risen fir^t and taken poesesuon 
of the polls. Matrons of commanding influeoce, and maidens 
the most fasoinating, were appointed runDers and ticket pedlera, 
pitted against the partisans and bullies, old and young, of the 
Kd ministration. Every poor wight of a voter, who appeared 
to be tn market, as he approached, was the signal for a rush, 
and the center of contest, frequently hot and sometimes on the 
point of ooming to blows, but, ordinarily, the heroines came 
out of the squabble, superiors, end drew their priie into port. 

The government leaders, worsted in the game of "/atV play," 
resolved on playing "foni," and, stimulating thdr fbllowen 
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lAA inlluimttoiy harmngnee and whiskey, BttanpUd to i»- 
trieve tfae day bj nob TioIeoM. 

Bat the uiterbood bad oome prepared. Tbe Liberty Guard, 
Lncj Boaton clnb, KDew-SomethingB and Sbort Gala, were 
there. Captain Giioders, vitb hia " Short Boya," found tbem- 
■elvaa OBt-ptotted, OTer-inatcbed and aaperaeded. 

Moat dugraoefol tba aoene of vioIeDoe that eoaoed, aa amid 
oonAuiou and olamor — the Babel of Toicea, diacfaarge of ima- 
nlea, olaah of arma, ezohange of reaoanding blowa and bear- 
like bugs, with a profuaian of blaok and blue eyes, of bald 
beads and broken hearts — the day was carried by storm. 

Bloomerism oame out of the melee triamphant, in the sno- 
•eaa of a majority of tbe female ticket, Luot Boston being 
Oovemw elect. 

Everywhere went np tba shout of victory. Tbe attestations 
of joy how bonndlees! Throngbont the state — cannoDl bells 1 
bonfires I iUumioadons 1 From the Spheres — jubilant " mani- 
fcatatioBs" and oongratnlatoiy com muni cations ! ! 
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OuatarttUpbeolm'd; bat atae tlut vUl 

Oonn ud etirj b*t to Iwr ndi, mul know 

n* UAm. tba cnmBti, bow to *hin Ui* Mil; 

WhU iba iriU bwr la fcnl, what In Ur omUmt I 

Whan bir iprlofa ui, bir Inki, mi bowbi itopUMn; 

Wbftt itrutds, wbat fhiLm, vbat ifiak«di>1bnktaab«; 

Tbi >«■, aud tbi utnn of all wliiila, 

Out^ ituBi, ukl unpnd : wbm bar kHi plmvlu ban. 

And deck kDoekabHTCotrtboii to maniga bar, 

BaooDHfl (ba Duu ud ottoaof apUoE." 

AS it is of no importaBoe to the reader, &rther than to gnt- 
ifj ku or ber ourioutj, we miut decliDO being cateohiaed 
in relatwn to the waj and meaoa of our obtaining so clear and 
definite a vision into the vista of the future. The fact that «e 
have obtained it, should fully satisfy every reatonahle person, 
espedally as «e are so ready to give the world the benefit of 
what, were it not for us, the r&oe must inevitably have Blam- 
bered on in darknesa and nnbdief. 

Be it remembered, that by the power of clairvoyance, or a 
sort of horoscope, or some other method, no matter how, tlie 
shadow has advanood some twenty odd years on the ^al 
of Time, to the period of whioh we are now writing. 
(275) 
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It ia eighteen haudred Bcventy-five. A ceoturj has passed 
nnj BiDoe the immortal Declaration of Indepecdenoe that pro- 
claimed a nation's birth, when oar revolutionary aBceBtors cast 
off the joke of a foreign tyrant, and at length it has come to 
light, that the fair dangbters of America are enslared 1^ 
another, more iron-handed and oppressive. That tyrant is 
man. His days of rule and ruin, however, are at last nom- 
bered with the things that were. Who can tell whata century 
may bring forth ? 

Woman is in power I She is responsible for its use or abuse. 
New laws are to be formed. The old framework of society ia 
to be taken down and remodeled into a new and different struc- 
ture. A new era has commenced, alike in the order of nature 
and tha course of human events. 

Miss Boston, as officially announced in the "Broom," is 
Oovemor, and Mrs. Bosalina Rule-the-roost, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, of the State of New York. The Legislature is to as- 
semble as the ezigenoies of the times shall require, or the Ex- 
eoutive dictate. Other historians most share the honor of pre- 
serving from oblivion many of the illustrious names and deeds 
oonnected with this epochal event, in the progression of the 
great drama of human existence. 

At the call of Misa Oovemnr, the Legislature speedily con- 
venes. That majestic, awe-inspiring body is composed of 
the flower of the State, with a decided majority of females in 
both Houses. We give a few extracts from the message : 

" Ladiet and men of Ae Senate and Auemblif; 

"The year past has been the most eventful in boman history. 
It muks a new epoch, the dominant period in the worid's i^- 
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later. Libbbtt, exiled from the time that Adam grwped the 
Bcepter, roturaed in triumph to her Temple on the fonrth of 
July last — that day of days, henceforward to oonatitute the 
initial of the civil and legal year, the Eoman or Julian calendar, 
old and new ttj/let, giving place to the Bloomer — latest tlffle* 

" We have been free from foreign and intesUne wars, save ft 
elight brush in the capitol, and which resulted most felicitously. 

"Neither pestilence nor famine has wasted our people. 
ffealih blooms in all our borders. Temperance, enterprise, 
and prosperity smile on every hand. 

" Despotism and misrule bave fled the commonwealth, and 
we are now in ihe 

"Land of the free, and home of the brave." 
" Inertia, is the law of the past — Progre»$y that of the fu- 
ture. We shall not, therefore, in imitation of the Dark Ages, 
publish an annua/ message, laying the foundation for a whole 
year's legislation action in advance, only to become saper-an- 
nnated and obsolete, but adapt ourselves to our wants and rights 
as thej arise. 

"It has been the folly of law-makers to anticipate. Legisla- 
tion sbonld be, for the present, to meet current neccs^itiesj I 
trust wisdom will gnide your steps, and hurmony pervade your 
counsels. 
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" I b1»]1 be s|)uiDg in the exeroiK of the veto power, thongh 
it will behoora me b> prevent the puMge of or withhold my moo* 
tioo &om uij eoactmetit, which is not based npon the eternal 
and Bpiritaal principles of ' womin's rights.' 

"I have B few speoiGo recommendations to make, which I 
trust will commeiid themsehes to jonr understanding, and 
oommand jour deliberate and timely action : 

" First of all, I recommend the passage of law declaring and 
eouting in substanoe, that woman always was, now is, and 
ever shall be the superior being of earth — the queen of 
creation— in other words, the &«atfo/'fA« man. Conseqaently, 
that she now is, and from henceforth shall be ' free and inde- 
pendent,' and hence that man is now and shall forever remain 
sabserrient to his queen.* 

"The matrimonial code requires a radical change. Were it 
not for oontraTening the < higher law,' I would recommend that 
marriage be entirely abolished, snd the social economy left 
steely to the disposal of my own sex. 

"I am by no means ignorant of the difficnldes and delicacy 
anrrouoding thin great qaestion, still, aa the conserratora of 
the common weal, it is incumbent upon you to give it such at- 
tention as shall comport with your wisdom and the plain neces- 
sities of the case. I cannot forbear the ntteranoe of my pro- 
found conviction, that in no other direction is there a louder 
call for reform. 

" It ia an obviotia dictate of reason, that a perfect govern- 
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ttent eoDiiits in the adoption of ngliteous lawB, Um intdligenoe 
•ad virtue of the people, espeoikltj of the ralen, uid protoo* 
tion ^flioet foreign tad intwnal vroog. To realiie thu glori- 
ooa ideal is tbe 'am of our inleat.* 

'.'As the only effMtiv* meMis in airiTing «t Uie'eMmi»- 
matuHi so devoHtly to be mBbed,' and to fimiisli a kaj ta th.t 
aolatioB of this gnadest of all proUens in politioal mmdm, I 

"First — The enotion and perpetoal endowaiMt of f^ 
B^oots, Donnal and milMtormal, ezolnriVclj ior ttia edotftiea 
of the female pupnlation, on U>e admitt«d piuctpk th«t, aa 
tiw womeB, so will the men be. 

Second — The establish meat of a Sptritaal Uatrcni^ bp 
tb« tuition of Medinma, and the general adnuioemeat ef Spib 
itnalisa, ai the pioneer tud handmaid of pnblio refimi in 
Ohnreh and State, and that the scbool f)md,ia whola«r» part, 
be appropriated to these pnrpoees. 

"Third — The organ iiation of a Sfnritnsl Police, eompeaei 
of the moet aooompliBbed clairrojanti, as an eSeetnal gnasmty 
of pnblio and personal safety, since nothing con poanUy esc^M 
deteetion under the ecmtiny of their inrveillanoe. 

"Thos underlaid, permeated and environed by tlu elements 
of perpetnity, oar illustrious regency eoa bid d c fia n ee ta ti»e 
and change. 

"In keeping with Uie line of oar polioy thw indicsbai, let 
it be yoQT eare bo to le^late, as not to disappoint tlw jut ax- 
peetotions of a genenma oonstitaenoy. 
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" I need not temind yon, that to the domiuut par^i it be- 
longs &t onoe to seiie the reins and rule aupreme. 

"Be it remembered, that first and foremost, the claims of 
my sex demand jour attention. Man has managed the affairs 
ot State BO long, and woman has been kept back so far, that 
her wisdom eveii may not suffice readily to unnvel the tangled 
veh, and remedy the continued patch-work of by^ne 
centuries. 

" Although we abjure oppradon, the history of the past will 
justify 08 in holding a rigid scepter, suScientiy stem, at least, 
to leaoh all men to have the fear of vxmum before their eyes. 

" I would recommend tbat all public ofBces be declared va- 
oant and forever inaooessible to male occupants after the first 
day of Apiil next. 

"That the said first day of April be the anspioions period 
when woman shall in &ot come into full possession of all her 
'righto;' that the men be restrained by law frem disponng 
of any property in the mean time ; that the women be forth- 
with declared the bona fide omiert of all personal and real 
estate, granting their servants the privilege, however, of hold- 
ing the same by courtesy, till the said first day of April. Thb 
will give them ample lime far refieclion. It cannot then be 
•aid that we snddenly spmng a trap upon them, or acted oon- 
tnt; to the plain dictates of humanity. 
" On and after that date let woman roll the ball. 
" After BO oTeiwhelming a demonstration of popular indigna- 
tion, the EzecntJTO does not doubt tbat tlie people will cheer- 
ftilly acqniesoe in any legislation we may choose to adopt. 
Bnt that the means may be at hand to enforce obedience, I 
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Tecommend the speedy ptusage of an kot, declaring it high); 
peutl tot Any man to iDt«rfere witk the property of bis mia- 
trew, anlBBB bj bei coosent, or in any respect to neglect or 
disobey her commaiid. 

" Much hu been said heretofore in relation to laws in eon- 
fliot with the oonstitatlon. 

" I recommend an enacting clause to the effeot, that if any 
law bereafler be passed at variance with the constitntion, tbo 
latter shall be deemed as thus far abolished. 

" This seems to me wise and expedient, well calonlated to 
do away with litigation, in harmony with the spirit of the age, 
and consistent with the genias of onr institntioDsl 

" To the feminine portion of the Legislatnre, I would say, it 
behooTcs Ds to be Ai^s-eyed and Briarena-handed, that onr 
" righta" be neither trampled npon nor frittered away by the 
might or the intrigae of the masculine minority. Let nothing 
impede our onward march to greatneaa and glory. You will, 
I tnist, have sufficient independence to suppress all nnnecesaary 
and improper debate, by irgnmeot if yon can, by sophistry if 
yon must, and if worst comes to worst, cast in apples of dis- 
cord, bang on all the clogs your vigiUnoe can Snd or yonr in- 
genuity invent, and block up the wheels of government, no 
matter bow great the concussion, or disastrous the results. 

" Remember that the object of discussion is to enlighten and 
convince, and when your wiU is set, not to be enlightened or 
convinced, you are spending the people's time and money in 
not suppressing at once the debate. Should you fail of your 
ptttriotio purpose by falling in the minority, recollect that all 
aen, not excepting patriotic honorable legialators, have their 
24« 
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price I Adopt the privaieering polity. Htke • omI of tlw 
" dough/heet." Go into canons. Orant ktten of wtaryme. 
Fix the cojuideration, end in a tviDkling the Ttnon of oar 
opponents itill be oleued of obecnritj. In the noble a^nt of 
compToniiM, to rare tbe TJaion from threatened diwolation «nd 
preserve the rights of the dear people, they will mmgnani- 
monslj U; all a williDg: sacrifice on the altar of patriotism, and 
" right about face," toniing their batteries upon their own for- 
tifications then— —the day is won; we aieviotors; the 

spoils are onrs! Glorions repetition of that migio coup dtat, 
by which Uiis Republic baa so ofltn been rescued from impend- 
ing dissolution and deemotion ! 

" Let ns look to Him whose justice, thoii^b sometimes alow, 
is always sore, who 

' RidM on the whirlwind and direets the sterm,' 
to guide our ship of State which wo have so heroically cap- 
tured. We are afloat upon tbe tide wbioh, ' taken at the 
flood,' will lead ns on to fortune. Gales blow fresh. Hold 
hard tbe helm — swell the canvass — mount the breakers — 
leave the shore — launch into the open sea, and teach onr Bi»- 
ter states — teach the usterbood of nations and tbe Spheres, 
this nniversal formula, in the BcicDcc of Woman's Rights, we 
CAN if we WILL. 

" The consiilerations thus presented are commended to your 
earliest regard, as founded in good policy, demanded by tbe 
exigencies of the times, and wisely adapted to hasten our 
'manifest destiny.'" 

Lucy BoatOH. 

A^ng, January 2, 1876. 



by Google 



FoLLtXB OF THX XIXth Gehtukt. 28S 

Senate and Aesemblj jointly htstened iDto " Committee of 
tbe Wbole," opon this nuterly ioBngaral. 

A prodnotion so radical in spirit,and in progressive scope, so 
distant in advance of the age, conld not but meet with varied 
reception at the bands of » body, in all respects, bo hetero- 
geneous. 

The male members jeered iL Spinsters gave it their de- 
eded approval. Unmartied but inarriafftable damsels, vhose 

AmbitioQ 'hru tn conqnw hearts 
B; bMutf , flatter;, and &rU, 

repudiated it tn tola. Mothers blessed wilb promising eons 
felt desperate, while others having daughters long " in market 
without takers," were delighted. Eaob class was snffieiently 
nnmeroua to make a formidable demonstration. 

Tbe reform members, to an iodefinite number, simultano- 
tmf]y seized the floor, clamorous of expresnng their views and 
defining their position. Vain were the endeavors to restore 
order, nor did the tnmnlt and uproar cease Ull tbe warring 
elements had spent thdr force and snbnded into quietness b; 
absolute exhaustion. 

Meanwhile the anti-reform party — that is to say, the male 
neinbere — calmly surveyed tbe scene, Inxuriously enjoying the 
fun, and anticipating a snmptnous feast for the wbole session. 

It was past the onlinary honr for dinner, and many begin 
to feel the " keen deiuandn of appetite," especially honorable 
Mrs. Livewcll, of the metropolis, who arose amid the abating 
noise and confndoii, and beckoning the attention of the chair, 
TO<uferated, 
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Mrs. Speaker — "It is a well-settled principle in the science 
of dietetics, that 'natnre abhors a Tacnnm.' It is vncomtitu- 
tionai to disregard this fundamental lair. I am on the verge 
of syncope. I claim the inalienable right of dining. I, there- 
fore, call for the speedy passage of an act granting any mem- 
ber leave of absence whenever, and as long as, personal comfort 
or coDvenience demands, provided " 

JIfr. Chakam. — " I call the honorable lady to order. " 

Mrs. Live-well. — " Please yoar official ladyship, may I ad- 
journ for dinner? In yoor person, I suppose, reposes the dis- 
penung power." 

The quick ears of the disputants catching the sound of 
" dinner," silence prevailed, as the Speaker replied — 

"I take it, that I have the control of this honorable body. 
Mr. Goodman, what has it been customary to consider as prao- 
Ucable nnder these circumstances ? " 

J£-. Goodmatt. — "I must acknowledge my inability to do 
justice to the interrogatory of the honorable Speak ere$s. Trae, 
I have had the honor of a seat in this House for several sessiona, 
under masculine mle, but I suppose we are at this moment, in 
Irantilu, from the old to a new dispensatioo. In view of a 
similar revolutionary period, some political Bsge, M. Doctor 
Tocqueville, if I mistake not, has somewhere said that ' amid 
tbe vast perplexity of human afiairs, none can say how much 
of the ancient institutions and former manners will remain, or 
how much will completely disappear.' Id tbe language of ihe 
same profound statesman, I am compelled to add, that ' as the 
past has oeased to throw its light upon the future, my mind 
wanders in obscurity.' " 
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" Hovever, as I am now np, I will, with the pennission of 
ike committee, offer some remarks in reply to the dietiiigiiiahed 
memberesB from the Metropolitan District. 

"She hae taken occasion to introdace a Dinner Bill, a tbiog 
wholly foreign tn the subject before the oommittee, and even 
were it in order, ehti has presented it in a state of ahsolnte nn- 
dity, tbat is, without speoifying auj of its prorisions^— " 

Mrs. lAee-vidl (intermpting). — " If the gentleman wishes to 
know my 'bill of fare,' I can inform him that it consists of the 
choicest meata and vegetables, pnstry, fruits, oonfcotiouery, 
ehampagne and hran^^." 

Mr. Goodman. — "TmlysDrnptnooB. The 'Omnibus Dinner 
Bill.' Now, Mrs. Speakeress, of all political aphorisms, there 
is none more venerable than the one declaring that 'setf-preser- 
vatioD b the Siit law of nature.' Hence the honorable lady's 
' hill ' which she has had the andacity to tbnist into the teeth, 
with the intention of cramming down the throat of thishonse, 
is both suicidal and uncons^tutioual, for who, that is at all 
versed in the theory of digestion, does not know that to snr- 
feit an empty etomach is nothing less than a debaaoh f It is 
laying an unjnst tariff npon the gastric functions, a method of 
taxation, in direct violation of laws ss old as humanity itself. 

"Such, Mrs. Speakeress, is tbis 'Omnibus Dinner Bill,' a 
meet voracious bill, conceived in rapacity, and brought forth 
with greediness, calculated to induce apoplexy on the one 
hand, and breed a famine in the Stale, on the other, to exhaust 
the public treasury, and skeletonize the body politic." (Cries 
of "order, order," Irom the femininei — and great applauio 
by the raascnUaea.) 
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Speaker.—'" I ^ToamaifM Mrs. Live-well oat of order, and 
veto her bill as nocoDsUtatioDal." 

J&<. Live-weU. — " I Bay I am not out of order, nor is m; 
bill UDConstitatiooal. I am in as good condition as tbe honor- 
able gentleman — and who dares rise in kis plaoe on Uiis floor 
and affirm that it is either disorderly or nnoonsdtalional to eat 
when, what, and as maoh u we like, till nature, who is her 
own best jndge, both as to qnalitj and quantity shall say, 
enough. And I dare the honoraUe gentleman to deny that as 
pnblio serranta, we have a right to eat and drink and sleep too 
at the pablio expense. What, let me ask, has been the eareer 
of the gentl^tnen in this Hoase f Have they not laid at the 
pnblio crib, in glottononi excess, till they look as plump and 
blossoming as beef and brandy can make them ? As if the 
ehief object of legislative bodies had been to oonsame the 
pubUo stall, and lie at the pablio lap, to gormandise, and 
smoke, and lounge, telling stories, nnging songs and making 
merry, while we, forsooth, must be gagged and left to die of 
starradon. I tell gentlemen to beware. They have not reok* 
oned with their hostess. I warn them to count the cost before 
they nndertake to rob us of our inalienable rights, rights 
which my sex have learned we possess, and which we know how 
to defend. (Great applause from the right.) 

Mn. Lvmbard. — " Mrs Speakereas, I do not rise with the 
wish of protraodog this already lengthy discussion; however, 
with the peraisuon of the committ«e, I will make a single Te> 
mark. I agree with the honorable member from O— ^, thftt 
the body politic bad better suffer extreme depleUon thui be 
crippled with the gout, or expire of apoplexy." 
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JUin Pindhlon. — " I Hm to tbe Bopport of Mrs. Live-veil 
— our position ia jaat ; and to a woman, I ventiire to saj, our 
leeolution is taken to nuuDtaio it at all hazards. I warn gen- 
tlemen that a continuance of this shamefnl conduct must inevi- 
tably resultina"dissoludon of the Unionl" We most deeply 
deplore anch an alternative — but if gentlemen are madly bent 
on goading ua np to that pitch of deeperatjon, on their heada, 
not OQrs, be the coneeqnencea. (Great confoaion and cries of 
order.) 

" Silence ! " ahonted the Spealeress, stamping her foot wi:!l 
•mphatio violence. 

" Question — qoestion ! " from the left. 

Mr. Mmdton. — "I rise to a point of order." (Cries gf 
" put bim down," from the right.) 

A disgrueful scene ensned, but by great exertion, quiet wiB 
at length restored. 

Mn. Dvglam. — "Mra. Speakeress; I move that after an 
interval of fifteen minutes, we adjourn till to-morrow morning 
at ten o'clock." 

Ominous pause t The feminlnea fell to moulding the " dough- 
&ces." Such lockings 1 movings! whisperings! pulling of 
sleeves ! mbbiDg of elbows ! and leaning on shoulders ! The 
Omnibus Dinner Jiill wns evidently making headway. The vote 
WBI taken and carried by % msjority of three! 
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■Hob b* OU MB to dm tmto tb«lr podut*." 

THE "■piritual" mania perv&ded eity, town md oonntry. 
Strange to aaj, the spiritoalislA for the moat part adhered 
to thB " old f(^ " school, and were content to plod along th« 
beaten path of the rapping, wriUng and seeing Medinms. This 
may not have been altogether their iault, unoe the spirits, for 
some vise purpose, no doubt, had seen fit to endow but a solitary 
individual with the miraculous gift of a spiritnal nasal organ, 
the n« ptvt vUra, and only reliable Medium of communicadoa 
with the Spheres — the real "ewifteure" line of convej^nce 
between the universe of Beuse and the vapory realms of spirit- 
dom. This, experience had demonstrated most conclnaively, 
as the reader will recollect. The Noseologist and his disciples 
regarded all other Mediums and their followers with scorn and 
disgust 

Professor Z. Socrates Nozsleman muntuned bis just asoen- 
dency as the greatest among all the great lights of spiritualism ; 
the Jupiter, or rather the centralSon of thesystem. Hiss&tellites 
were nnmerons, whose axia of motionand center of gravity all lay 
within the circle of his capacious nostrils. Hence his influence 
within the limits of hia own "orbit" waji supreme and arbi- 
trary. In this oouneotJon, we cannot &il to nodce the singular 
(268) 
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pheuomeuon that bis olfactories, though " spiritual," possessed 
a decided affinity for the good tbinga of Provideace, of what- 
ever kind, whether adapted to the paJate or the pocket. For 
iDstance — he smelt that brother Pliable nmet give hiin 
fifty dollars, and it was fbrthcoming, at any saorifioe. Onr 
Smeller was in want of a certain horse valued at a hundred 
and fifty dollars. When seeking the owner, and ostennblymider 
the promptinga of benovolence, he addressed him thos — 

" Brother Soft, I am here to let thee know that iJhy valuable 
fcorse is diseased, and will shortly die, unless he fall into my 
hands. Thou knowest, brother Soft, that I do not oovet thy 
horse, bat rather than thou shoaldest lose him and suffer a 
total loss, the Spirits direct me to be joat, and give thoe the 
liberal price of forty dollars and save the life of the animal. 
So bring bim hither speedily, and make sure of thy money." 

Brother Soft, not hesitating between the skin of a dead beast 
and so great a sum, hastened to the pasture, brought and de- 
livered up the horse, rejoicing that he bad saved fbrty dolhua 
and the life of his noble " Bay." 

Professor Nozzleman was destitute of a family carriage. 
SlBt«r Marvel, residing some three miles distant, had a new one 
exactly to the professor's taste, or rather to his tmeU. So 
monoling bis splendid Bay, with whip and spur, he set off at 
full speed for sister Marvel's. Like a pointer on the soent, 
descrying in the distance the coveted vehicle before the door, 
he bent forward with all his might, and came dashing up to the 
gate, his horse covered with dust and fiiam, and himself breath- 
less with agitation, just as the good woman of the house with 
her children were isBoing to take a morning ride. 
25 
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" Sister Marret ! rieter Marvel 1 " Baid th» ■mdler, with boa 
and jestora the picture of terror, and voice sticking in bis 
throat, "I — smelt that — thee — was — on the poiotof nding 
—oat — and would — get killed by — that oarriage. I'ts — 
got — heiifr— in tame ~~ to save — thy life. Thoa ntost never 
—ride — in it again." 

" Ob, MesB you 1 bless jou ! " exclaimed nster fibvre], 
"yoa'Te saved our lives. We shonld've been dead before 
night No other Medinm conld've told this. Spiritualism has 
HMt«b«d vs from the jaws of destruction. Nobody oan doubt 
now. ' Spiritualism ' its everything — its eveiytbing." 

A little rested, and sittiog on bis panting beast, our smelling 
Apostle rotated bis feelings on &nt snuffing the sad news, and 
then apparently subsiding into a state of absksotion, with a 
mehueholy look and an ominous shake of the bead, as if oou- 
Mnplating some fature oocnrrenoe, uttered the eiclamatinu, 
" That carriage I that carriage I " 

" What must I do with it 1 " asked sister Marvel. 

" ril tell thee what thou most not do," replied tlio Medium, 
irith a sigh ; " thee or any of thy family must never set fuot m 
in again, if thou wonldest not be dashed in pieoee." 

" Would it be safe for you to use it ? " asked sister MarveL 

" I don't know till I consult the spirits," answered the wily 
Aposde. Whereupon ordering the horse to be detached nud 
the wheels well blocked, he oaotJously sscended, and seating 
himself for a sht^ time, said with a smile — 

" I scent there is no immediate dsDger to me, nod that should 
Uiy arise, I shall be advertised of it in dne season." 

" Well," said the nmpla owner, with a heart Ml of gntitad% 
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<* Ton are welcome to the carriage and Uie baness too, if jon 
want it, and toy thing else I have, for joa have saved me and 
my family." 

" I do Dot foresmell any immediate harm to tbee from tha 
baraesB, bnt as yon miffhi run a ritk in using it, perhaps it 
will be safest for me to lake it," said the Mediam. 

Sister Marvel cheerfully acquiesced, not only, but superadded 
heartfelt thanks for her timely rescue. 

Our Medium Apostle was now fashionably equipaged. At- 
taching hie splendid Bay to bis beautiful carriage, he returned 
home in style and comfort, having promised Bister Marvel that 
not a moment should be lost in giving her notice, should any 
accident be about to overtale her again. 

The reader has not as yet been made acquainted with the 
personal character and genealogy of the Prime Medium of tha 
age and Arch Apostle of Sptritoaliero. Perhaps some would 
like to add his daguerreotype to their picture gallery. 

He irns in the neighborhood of forty years of age, of middle 
stature — liair sandy and unsheared, hanging down his skould- 
era — beard patriarchal — eyes small, gray, sharp and deep set 
in bis faeadj nose the leading feature of the profile, hugely ooou- 
pying the foreground — altogether mi generu, of tme ynnkee 
extraction — was a wandering planet, a universal itinerant, had 
contrived many ways to get a living by his wilt, but with in- 
£fferent success, till, fortunately, his nasal qoalities were 
brought into requisition. Sly, shrewd, cunning, he could lay 
his plans iogenioosly, and promote them prosperously, until 
some novel idea would drive him off tangent-wise into some 
new scheme. la short, be belonged to that clasa who are 
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DDvlItiDg to "let veil enongh bIodb," to use b hooiely adage. 
He had finally struck a rich vein, and made a perraaneDt" hit," 
had he not, like thoBe of his class, sought to grasp all vichia 
bis reach. 

Moved by the spirit of lucre, he set hiniaelf up as general 
Executor for all his folloirers, inspiring them with the heKef 
that it was wholly unnecessary to make a will, as ia case of 
demise, their spirits could, by personal communication, direct 
him as to the dispoeiUou of their property, from time to time, 
thereby retaining the oversight of their temporal a&in as 
really as when in the flesh. Beudes, the method proposed, 
possessed this important advantage : In the Spirit-Land where 
there is ample time for reflection and self-review, where all 
things appear iu their true light, and can be clearly contem- 
plated in their intrinuc character and every posuble bearing, 
they would be prepared to dispose of their earthly estates far 
more safely and wisely than it was in their power to have doDO 
previous to their departure. 

Our Spiritual Executor assured them likewise that should 
he happen to be taken away, some one or more of bis descend- 
ants would succeed to his powers, and the buuness be trans- 
acted by them equally as well as by himself. Most fbrtuitoua 
discovery I A thrifty branch among the ofT-shoots of Spirit- 
ualism, and promising to bear abundant fruit ! The believera 
hailed it with jubilee. Indeed, what child of Adam contd 
have the obsiinacy to reject a scheme of such transcendent 
utility and so obviously in harmony with the dictates of human 
nature? Only let this perfection of Spiritualism he univer- 
sally adopted, and the " empty void" ofyielding up the "things 
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of time and sense" is filled. The drcadfiil chasm between 
Earth and the Spheres is hridged. Farewell to the iron-fisted 
law of faereditameDts aod the despotic fashion of t^sCaTnentai^ 
bequests, by which past generations have suffered their goods 
to be wrenched from their gnuip and parceled out to their pos- 
teritjr. Henceforth, eveiy passenger to the Spirit World con- 
reja with faim all right and title to his temporal CBtate, both 
peraond and real, holding it in^n'mp^, not onlj while "gran 
grows and water runs," but while human nature lasts and the 
" Spheres" revolTe. Avspicioas era I Ultimatum most gIo> 
lions of the great law of spiritual development I Think of it, 
ntider, and exult. What a " manifest destiny ! " Spirits are 
no longer tbe meager ghosts thej have been, cut off from their 
worldly possessions and sent away into limbo like outlaws and 
bankrupts, but retired capitalists; the real upper-tendom — 
operstors on "Chaoge" — proprietors of the soil with all its 
incumbrances, of thb mundane territory, by actual title, or 
holding under bond and mortgage, -while the Mediums are 
their agents on commisaioD, and to whom la allowed a Tery 
liberal per oentage. 

At the head of this claes of commnnicatois stood, as we 
have seen, Professor Noiileman. Though in moderate circnm- 
Btanocs prerious to his promotion by hb spiritnal employers, 
he had "demonstrated" himself into a handsome property. 

His disciples multiplied. Some of them occasionally de- 
clared they "smelt a rat," but their smeller-ia-cbief assnred 
them it could not be ^ritual ffflavia, and so be noxd them 
into the belief of his infallibility. 

History, ancient or modem, furnishes no example of one- 
25* 
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man-power so absolute u that of Z. Socniea Nonleman. Hera 
was a spiritual hienrcbj with a Tengeance, under the swa; of 
this chief Apostle. He levied weekly oootribntioss upon each 
disciple, male and female, and which wen ebeafully paid to 
help forward " the good canse." 

As we have before remarked, many peoj^ remained in the 
dark, in relation to the latest improTements in the science and 
art of SpiritoaliBm. Even men occnpjing " high places" in 
our national ejnagt^e, jadges, profeeson and statesmen, law- 
yers, doctors and generals, were following in the wake of the 
rappers, writers and seers. The ancient city of Gotham, cbrie- 
tened New York, N. S., proverbial for its fattMU in evet;- 
thiog, teemed with Mediums <^ the *' old sefaooL" Spiritual 
Nouoloijy had not as yet been discovered nor introduced there, 
which circumstance is evidence that the most truthful spirits, 
eschewing the moat populous towns, frequent the " rural dift- 
tricts." In this instance, at least, the great metropolis was 
far behind onr &r-famed country village. 
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'TT^HE nsnal hoar" found the metnbera of the LegiaUtar* 
X in their respective setts, the galleries crowded with ipeo- 
tktora, uid "lobby" full of auzious ezpeot&nts. 

Daring the mterim of adjounimeDt, the SpenkereM faaring 
fionanlted tba GovemsBS, tbej together oondetcended to exam- 
ine the oonstitutdon and r^^ter on the opening of legialatiTe 
seauoaa, and thns gathered the oeoessary infonoalion for or- 
ginicing the Senate and House. They disdaioed to ask coon- 
«el of the Attorney- General, who happened to belong to tbo 
other geuder, having been elected previous to the "clean 
sweep," and whose term of office had not yet expired. 

The houMs were at length organized, in a manner, by the 

appointment of various committees, a list of which we cannot 

■tay to record, as proper brevity requires tu to generaliie. It is 

nfidently speoifia to mj, that in no instanee wac a male ap- 
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pointed chainnui, nor eron as a member of any committee of 
proDUDent importance. 

The Besaion vore itself away, dragging its "slow length 
along," in the succession of buncome speeches, caQcussiog, 
and long adjonrnments. The vain topic of discussion was the 
message, and particularly that portion relating to the maniage 
question. 

As might be expecled, a subject of encb vitsl importance to 
the wel&re of the Stete, so radical in its nature and far-resoh- 
ing in its results, called forth the strongest efibrt of the best tal- 
ent on the floor of the capitol. It is beyond the power of any t»- 
poller to do even a moiety of justice to the ingenioos and elo- 
quent speakers on both sides of the house. 

Miss Lovegood, of Cupidvillo, earned tbe notoriety of tak- 
ing the initiative, by introdociog a very elaborate " Bill cou- 
oeming Matrimony," and from which we extract the following 
aections: 

" The Governess shall appoint in each town three persona aa 
a Board of Matrimonial Excise ; said Board to oonsbt solely of 
females of undoubted character, and not less than fifty nor mora 
than eighty years of age ; — that no marriage shall hereafter 
be lawful and binding upon any lady, unless sanc^ned by said 
" Board of Excise," or a majority thereof. 

" That it shall be the prerc^tive of any female to make ap- 
plication to any male to become her servant — the term " hna- 
band" to be expunged from the langoage, or made obsolelo, 
save as a by-word and reproach. 

"That it be unlawful for any man over raxteen yean of aga 
to refuse said application, provided always the age of the fait 
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kpplieant be betireen Gfteeo and fifty-firo yean. In case two 
or more applicatioDs be made to the same person, at the same 
time, the motber of the applicantee shall determine which 
of the fair applicants he shall accept. If he have do moUier 
liiing, then his eldest aister. If he hare do sister, it shall be 
his datj to accept the eldest applicant — provided agaiD, 
that DO peculiar reasons existj to be certiSed b; the ' Board 
of Excise.' 

"It shall be the duty of the excise-woman to see that fe- 
males are not imposed npon, aod aoy want of GdeUtj in their 
official capacity shall anbject them to severe penalties. 

"Immediately followiog the application, the applicant shall 
KDd the applicaDt«e to the Board of Excise, to Dotify them of 
said appIicatioD, and unless they judge that positive injury 
would result to the fiur applicant, let them write 'yes,' on a 
card, and sign the same, as a marriage oertificate; and any ap- 
plicantee refiiBing to become the servant of snch applicant, 
holding said certificate, shall be adjudged guiltyofamisde- 
meaoor, and subject to snch punishment as, in the discretion 
of the 6o«rd, he shall be deemed worthy. 

"In case the cxmse ladies should write 'No' on said card, 
the applicant, if in reality, 

"The sweet ladj dotes, 
Devontly dotes, dotes in idolatry, 
Upon the tnaii," 

shall have the right to appeal to the Governess, or may, at her 
option, compel the appKcanteo to retire to the distance of at 
least one hundred mUes— as a penalty for exciting in the fair 
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applioaot kn nndne tod nnrcciprocatcij pa>i:ioii — iberato re- 

nuin in ' dnruice vile,' until the &ir ■pplicant sball havenudv 

application for another semnt, or certify that the detinqneot'a 

return woald not infringe apnn her 'Ugbtb.' 

' " The Mnction of this tnoet wholeaome, righteous kw, AtU 

be nothing ihort of extreme penalty for ila sligbtMt ta- 

fringement." 

Tha minority, to & man, looked npon the bill with abborrenM 
ta ■ most daring high-handed innovation, and were foe qnash- 
ing it at onoe. They vonld speedily have killed tha raoBsler 
at a blow ; bat that was inexpedient, if not impnc^cabta. It 
would not do ta lepalate in a hurry. Precipitate action ironld 
not oomport with the dignity of each a body, and the lulerests 
of the public, which require legislatOTS to proceed with the 
greatest possible delihenitjon and caution. Beudea, despatch 
is unstatesman-like and contrary to political orthodoxy. To 
hinder the ebullitaon of pa«aioQ, and Ihe display of elaqueoca, 
uid the manouTcrs of statesmanship, and the seltlement of 
private qnarrcls, and the making of capital, would be highly 
impolitic, and at variance with the fiivt priociples of demoo- 
racy, not for a moment ta he tolerated in any free government. 

Our State, next to our national Legislature, knew how to 
stand upon tbeir constitutional and ioalieoable rights, and 
among tfaem the freedom to speak as often, and as long, and 
on whatever subject they pleased. 

^iss Lovegood, by the presentation of her famous " Marriago 
Bill," set the ball in motion and gave it impetus by a long and 
lusty speech, in which it was contended with great strength of 
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reaeoning, and ricbness of illustration, th&t Datnre was pei^ 
Tertod, and society oat of order. 

" Woman," uid she, " was Dot made for maD, but man for 
wamsD. True, father Adam vaa formed before mother Eve. 
Bat thiagi made firU are not Docesearilj the beat. la it not 
indeed the reverse f Cannot a jonniejman work better than a 
raw apprentice, and an old meobanic outdo them both 7 Be- 
eidee, man was composed of claj, and at beat, he is nothing 
more than bamanity in the roagh, coarse earthenware, for com- 
KOB nse. But woman I whence and what is she ? Not a 
elamsej Teasel formed of mud. Man'a composiUon in its most 
refined state was bat the raw material foe her mechaoiam. 
Hence she is not the mere pottery that man ia, bat the genuine 
porcelun and china in the palace of society. Or to apeak 
figuratively, Nature in the gross assumes the moscoline, bat in 
the saperfine, the feminine gender; plainly indicating that man 
jns made to be under the woman, and woman to he over the 
man ; he, as her slave, ahe, as his mistress." 

"Now, Mrs. Speakeress," continued the eloqaeat stateswo- 
inan, " in the light of these self-OTidcDt tmths, what is the 
iaerituble conclusion to which we are driven f Is it not that 
this bill is abeolntely demanded as the only remedy of a great 
political and social evil f What, let me ask, ia the present state 
of things f What baa it been? what is it destined to be wiih- 
oat the passage of this biU 7 Look at my sex, hand-onfied 
and gagged ; cramped, cribbed, confined and omshed. No 
matter how often cnpid may plant his bnming arrows in onr 
bosoms, and howmncbaoeTer they may rankle and corrode, we 
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mast Dehher write nor^peak, nor look, nor even brcatbe action 
for any mortal man, much less compel him to bow at our fuot- 
stool, because forsooth, it is not cwilom, and therefore the height 
ofimpropriety,t<iaajrnothiogtror8e. What! Mrs. Speakerewf 
ehall these sons of Jove shake their ambroeial enrla, lift tbeir 
haughty brow, sport thear smart imperial and mostaohe, and 
in all their pride and pomp strut abroad in defiance of our 
charms 7 No, Mrs. Speakereas, it is high time these Sampsons 
were shorn of their strength, and this bill is the shears to do 
it with. Mrs. Speakeress, before I sit down, let me abjnrv all 
■perional motiiet in mj presentation and advocacy of tills 
measure. I present it as a pnblic bcnefoction. Let it be passed, 
and future generations will rise up and call ns blessed." 

Mr. Bachdder, of Button Creek. — "Mrs. Speaker, I rise 
in reply to the honorablo memberefs from Cnpidville. The 
bill she bas had the honor of introducing is a remarkable one, 
. and in support of which she has favored us with a remarkable 
speech. Yes, a very remarkable speech, at onoe historical, 
argumentadve, philosophical and hortatory. But, madam, let 
UB examine this 'stone ware' and 'ckeeny' argument, as il 
may properly be christened. It is admitted at the outset, by 
the hoDorable lady, that man was made Jim, but ebe denies it 
to be evidence of superiority — nay, she has the 'cheek' to 
argue that it proves bis inferiority. Was there ever befwe 
saoh an abuse of facts and reason 7 What a miserable shift to 
cover a weak position 7 (Sensation — many of the female mem- 
bers making aoatha at the speaker.) Stripped of the guise 
of sophistry, what is the naked truth on this subject? Why 
plainly, that man was created Jirtt, not only in the order of 
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time, bat also in the soalo of endowtoents nod authority. Let 
vhoerer doubts it turn to the aulhropological record and read it 
ID plain English. The learned lady also debates, not reasons, 
the same point on the score of mechanical improTement. Ah 
if Nature put out to a trade had wronght snccessively aa ap- 
prentice, jonineyman — journey-tooinan rather — and mistress- 
mechanie. > 

" Nov in the first place, the honorable lady's argument proves 
too mueb. It virtually predicates that Nature vaa onginslly 
imperfeet, which amounts to an open impeachment of the 
handitrork of the great Architect of the uniTerse. 

" Bat in the second place, the lady's reasoning proves noth- 
ing at all; for if Nature was apprenticed, let the honorable 
lady produce the indeotures. But admit it. Qrant, for argu- 
ment's sake, that Nature In tho march of artistic improvement, 
for aoy period however indefinite, and degree of perfection 
however great, accomplished the product of woman. What 
then 7 Does the lady's conclusion follow 7 Not at all. Play 
not a most skillful artisan turn off the most worthless job f 
Does it notindeed require the galvanic powers of the nineteenth 
century to turn pinch-beck and pewter into gold, twenty carats 
fine, with which to adorn the '&shionabIes7' Can any short 
of the highest commercial dexterity enable a bankrupt to sport 
bis ' coach and four ' on other people's money ? Is it not the 
extreme of chemical acuteness, from the bowelsof the crucible, 
to furnish the demands of European and American aristocracy 
with artificial diamonds, rivaliag in their luster the great 
'Eohinoor' itself. And what, Mrs. Speaker, let me ask, as 
the climax of all, what short of the miraculons perfection of 
28 
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Yankee workmansbip can Borpara eren Natora bnraelf in the • 
mannfactnre of white-oak cheese, wooden nntmegu and garden 
•eedfl (Bunts of ipplaiue from the left — hiMca fn»a the 
right.) Iq aUiuion lo the textonl fonuiioa of the snea, the 
honoiable ladj, with an air of tnnmph, is pleased to call ntin 
th« stone-ware, and woman china. Man, stone-ware ! Wo> 
man, china ! Verjr well, admit it. The bd; is ezc«ediii^j 
nofortuDite in her positions. la the cbina^et pnt to daily, 
common ose f Or is it not kept in choice reserve to be spread 
in the entertainment of eompanyf I pat it directjj lo the 
honorable lady herself, if this is not attested by her personal 
knowledge and axperienooT I challenge the honorable mem- 
beren to dm; it. Well now, let ns apply this in the form of 
syllogism : 

Woman ia ohiua-imre ; 

But ehina-irtiro is niftde for the entertdnmmt of ampamf — 

Tbenfon womui iru made for tb« ait«rtaiam«ttt of Maipuiy. 

"Again — To advance anoiher link in the chain: 
CompKii; Mgoifiet Tidton ; — 
But tuiUrt are Yidtors — 
Therefore euitora ore company. 

" The adverse of the proposition, amoantiag to a reducHo ad 
ahturdum, is eqnalty unfortonate for the lady's cause. Put 
in terms consonant with her own showing, 

Man ic designed for Ute entertainmuit of compnnj: 

But man ii Blooe-wara ; 

Therefore atone-ware ia deeigned for the entertainment of company, 

A conclusion directly ooutrary to the nature of thingi, atletst 
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of BtoDfl bd4 cbioa, ■nd tho nuiversal praotioe of societjr, {ixt 
the honorable lady will oot affirm that pottery ia the highest 
style of croakery ware ; Day, ehe holdi exactly the roTerse. 

" Tbiu, Mrs. Speakeress, the power of absolute demoDstration 
deals a fiUal blow to this bill, which ooustitates vomsii the 
eoBTt-er aod man the conrt-M, in all matrimonial alliances, and 
vhich tbe boDorable lady baa so atrennonely maintained as the 
[MQk of nnptial orthodoxy, wbeo as we have seeo in tbe light 
of reason and tbe natare of tbiQgs —and henoe ooDstitnlJon- 
ally conudered — man is tbe suit-or and womui the soit-ee. 

"But, madain, there is another aspect of this mcoBare, stjll 
more moostroos, if potdble — I mean its illegality. 

" The hononble bdy, in tbe course of her argnment, declared 
that 'men's composition refined was but tbe raw material for 
woman's moobanisut.' This, madam. Bounds very fine from the 
lips of the eloquent memberess. Bat why did sbe not go fur- 
ther and state the modtu operandi of the thingf Tbe reason 
is obvioDS. She dare not do it. It would bare been a death- 
blow to her bill. What, madam, are the iacta in the case ? 
Why undeniably these. Adam retired to rest, and while fost 
asleep, a rib was dislocaled irom bis side, without his knowl- 
edge or consent, and converted into woman. 

" Now I take it, Hn. Speakeiess, that a man has a right to 
his own ribs wherever be cen find them, as maoh so as to any 
other pertonal property whatever. But what is the ground 
assumed by the anthor and supporters of this bill? Wby, 
madam, as if it were not enough for a man to have a portion 
of himself abstracted covertly, in the dark, he must now sub- 
nit lo be seised bodily and held, vi et amm, by force and 
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arnis, like a fugidve from justice, aod witboot either the power 
of haheat corpui or trial hj jury. What ia this, let me aik, 
but politioal atheism and legalized piracy J Arc ladies and 
genllemeii prepared to vote foe a measure eo burglarions, bo 
treasonable, so absolutely moDBtrouaf I trow not. (Great 
applause from the left — groana from the right.) I aball not 
attempt, madam, to follow the honorable lady in her elocpieiit 
and pathetic episode on cnpida, arrows, crashed hearts, ambro- 
sial curls, whiskers, el cetera, all of which has about as tmoit 
to do with the question befure the bouse, as the ' Nebraska 
swindle,' or the 'anoeistioD of Cuba.' With tins expoai- 
Uon of my sentiments, Itfra. Speakeress, I sit." (Great aid 
continued sensation in all quarters of the house.) 

Mrs. PompoM of the metropolis arose. — " Mrs. Spaakeras, 
may it please your right honorable ladyship, I bad beatified 
my sensorium with tht deeply-seated hope, that the extant 
measure which has absorbed so much of the time and talent of 
this legislative corporeity, would have made its foansit wtthoot 
antagonism, and thus have exonerated mo from the onerous- ' 
ness of delivering my sentiments. But such is the unexpected 
and puissant opposition to this political enterprise, so anteee- 
dent in its conception, so rigbleoos in its provisions, and so 
magnificent in its consequences, that I dare not retrograde to my 
constituency, without exalting my voice in a sample of oratory. 

" Mrs, Speakercss, I have the perception of a line of argn- 
meutation as yet nntraversed, and which I covet the Ubertj 
and honor of demarcating. I mean the property argummt. 

" And firstly, in the incipiency of my discourse, allow me 
to vouchsafe the declaration that I am not under the impotni 
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of Klfishneaa. Tma, I am the mother of six yonog ladtet, 
CMUinrrMitij murugeable and beaatiAi], between the ages of 
twelve Bad twentj-fonr yeais. They tre all aroand, that is, 
drciuiiambakted by Boitors, but which possesB the intriiuda 
a])^«tBeat of oongenial and adequate property qualifications. 
I am aochored in the detenoination that my oflbpriog, so nob^ 
desoended, ao aqoiutely beanUfdl uid aocompUehed, shall 
nevei ao tarnish tiieir ancestral escotoheon as to become the 
'Udies' of any thing less than billionairea. Mrs. Speakeress, 
I pertiat in my adheeiveDesa to this meaanre, in the light of 
pobUo maufioenoe." 

J&$. Blunt of Stomptown, a bulky-looking matron, and 
tboogh somewhat illiterate, contended with great natoral force, 
in oppontion to the bill. 

"Uiea Spokesman," eud bulky Hrs. Blnot, "I have 
brought twdve lire boys upon airtb — Reuben the oldest and 
Benny the littlest. There haint any on 'em matched yit, and 
I wants nobody's gals taggin round arter 'em — Mrs. Pampo- 
aefa mx da'tnra for kiample. I reckon aa how my Ix^ 
knows when its time for 'em to have a woman, and who they 
wants eod how to git her tu. My old man sparked me ecanse 
he liked me so bad, and that's just for why I had him. If he 
hadn't bad a genewine feeling towards me, he wouldn't a come 
arter me at all, and I woldn't thanked him tu nuther. I wania 
nobody that dnsn't want me. 

" Now jist look here ono't — you — Miaa Whaf s-yer-name, 
op on the stagen yender. Lets us argyfy a bit. Spoe'a a 
ohap had a sort a takin fur you, and yon bad no sort a takin 
26* 
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for blm back sgin— yoa wouldn't want k naxij him, would 
Jim ? Nor he yon, if he mm't a Urnal fool I 

" AgiD — Sposejou vu&gal, u jouoiio'tTU,aii jcnitack 
lo likin some &Uer, all-fired faud fur vlutt I cue, in all the 
while he hadn't a spark o' feelin fiu yon, any wajj bat jon, 
poor mocm-Bbiick, loTe-«ck thing ahould ecax, or force, or py» 
him a fortlu to be ^onr man, agin bii natsr. 1 ax now, what 
land o' hoase-keepin yon'd have T I reckon aa how, twonldn't 
take mnoh to gaea ! I've seen laekl; aioh in m; daj, and 
IM^apB you movght be ditto. 

" But now, Miss Speechifyer, in the eed, U) pat thii 'ere thing 
all in a he^ together, will l«le it right ham, an 'aipoe» 70B 
was e'en a'most gone with the heart-aebe arter one o' the nei^ 
bor'a boys, an be the same or more so art«r jon, and so both 
on yon oiprocated 'tother — jiet as lovjers alwajH onght'er — 
What then f Whyyon'd her the knot tied twizt yon — q«i£ker 
— and all on airth couldn't stop it. 

" Well then, I'd like to know what thia 'ei« new Lore Kll, 
as yon call it, is good for, when it dnin't alter sothin t Than'* 
ny aeatiments. 

" But now, as how I'm on the floor, and ila my t^i/ to talk, 
I'll foller fashion and tack on a bit of a remark. 

"I'te no Doctor of Philosophy nor PbyBio, in any big d»- 
gree, but I've leen aod felt natur. I'le o' the opinion, if all 
the legislatnrs in Ameuky makes bills to turn the uoivarse 
about, 'twont signify nothin. Fire'll born — water's qnench 
— lephyers '11 buss the rosea — and the ap'erea '11 wheel aod 
q^ like as ever. 
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"Now, I'll top off bjr saying, its Dat'ral for us to like Ihem 
wb&t likes us. Love goes where its a miod ia, aod where love 
goes the ' parson ' follers. Its natiu's law, an its do use fur 
Miss Famposer nor the hull legislator to go agin it. Natur, 
I tell joa, is a master institution enough eight stonter'n all on 
jor. So jist bang up ja fiddle about this 'ere bill." 

Honorable Mrs. Blunt subuded heavil; into her seat, amid 
faisses, applanse and laughter. 

It is useless to attempt to follow up the mnlti&rions, lengthy 
and heated disoussion of this measure, attempted to be spmng 
upon the Legislature and saddled on the commonwealth, but 
which was sluTed off most vigorously, by all the means within 
the oonetltutioiia] reach of the "old schools." But fhe 
" strong-minded " had &irly passed the rubicon, and now they 
pnabed the "war into the enemies country." 

Amid secret caucusing, buncome speeches, personal allercfr- 
tiouB, and amorous episodes, the famous Marriage Bill con- 
sumed the entire session, to the excluuon of everythiog else. 
The hundredth day found the Counoil of State in secret session. 
Night closed upon the contest. Pierce and fiercer still grew 
the strife, when, as the town-clock tolled out the hour of twelve, 
the deed of darkness was done I The vote was taken and rar- 
ried by the timely assistance of the dougb&ces. The House 
adjonmed. 
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'^ObomrT ht>mrl kAer thk tllUiK*, 
LbI Mgm nwtch wtth blsdi, ud indna wtth AMpt 
And flTOT onfttnn nFopk vlUi Jt« b*-" 

^ VMIa othn doublati dntata b« ul Hum, 
Wliit iwtH huidinill Undi tlut pnitQ' ftbt 
OompactfiAt coaplBl proilag lUfl to ilde — 



HUMANITY ia pre-emmentlj the most progressive ins^ta- 
tion of this oioeteenth oentarj. In all its ramifications of 
feeling, thonght, and action, progrta$ is the law. Especially 
waa tliis true of the " New lights." 

Id no direction did the demonstrations of reform make such 
T^id, far-reaching strides, as in the line of matrimony. The 
"strong-minded" had taken the initiati by demolisbiog Hy 
men's altar, ontting down the Idalian Groves, and destroying 
the " high places of marital idolatry," where the little-winged 
god, ever since tlie days of good mother Eve, was wont U> prsc- 
tioe his skillfol archery. Bat this was merely the prelude. 
What the mandane sisterhood bad begun, the lady spirits com- 
pleted. The sacred myrtle, planted in the hot-bed of radioal- 
icnn, in spite of the bleakness and frigidity of this terraqueous 
orb, hy the artificial force of political horticulture and spiritual 
obemicals, extended its roots into the more genial soil, and 
308 
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reached out its branches, gracefully waving, iDto the ambrorial 
atmospbere of the ever-suQDj Zooes. 

Spiritual Marriage or Free Love-isiD was the highest piona- 
cle in the upward progress of "development" — tbe Mont 
Blaoo toweriog in Bolitary gmodeur, whose brow dewj mom 
aod bloshingeve kiss first and last; whose boarj scalp, though 
storm swept and disheveled, is yet encircled with the eternal 
diadem of alternate clouds and BDnsbine, so ethereal, bo fairy, 

"So BofUy blending, that the oheated cje 
Forgets en wUcli is eartb or ulieh is beaten." 

The chief medium of this grand Bpiritual manifestatJon was 
the Legislature. 

The Spherical FJllibusters had conquered the anoexation of 
Earth to the Zones. Ciirrjing out legitimately tbc code of con- 
quest, they claimed for tlieniselvcs at least a ehare in the coun- 
cils of slate. Accordingly, seats were awarded to members from 
tbe Spheres. Be.'iides, the eapitol was colargcd by the addition 
of a magnificent Chamber of Conference or Spiritual Star- 
Chamber, constructed eicluaively for spiritual caucusing, and 
the reception and transmiflsinn of cninmunicatioDB by spiritual 
telegraph, express, and piivuic mosscngeia. 

Unparalleled vm the galaxy of Spherical Representatives. 
Queen Kliubcth, Empress Catherine, Queen of Sbcba, Jczebef, 
Queen Dido, Queen Slab, in short, tbe whole (mop of " strong- 
minded " magnates from remnteat antirjuity, downwards. 

Among tbe '/'fi/^'A/nfes, nr, louse a more charitable term, the 
iin/irewi'Wr*, that is (o My, the adherents of the new adniinistra- 
liitu, Daniel Websier, 11 my Clay, Dr. Fmnklin, John Ran- 
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dolph, Lord Bacon, Cicero, SwedeDborg, King Sdomoo, Moms, 
Davj Crockett, Loremo Dowe, and Joe Smith, all of wbon>, 
with QumeroQs otbera of the same "atripe," held Mats in the 
Jjegialature throagh their respective Mediumg. 

Venna and Cupid Burronnded by the Moses, with troopB of 
Nymphs and Oraoes, tbrooged the lobbies and galleries. 

The Spirituals were deddedly the Lyon* and Lymteata of 
both Houses, and " cmshed ont." every thing that oi^msed them. 

The Matrimonia] BiQ bad been passed id the gnrnt. It re- 
mained to be refined and sublimated iDto Spiritual Mairiage 
and Free Love-ism, by way of progressive amendment. It was 
noteoongb to disftanohiselbe Lords of Creation moin'niomtii/y, 
and allow their fair oppressors the right of obooalng a solitary 
companion and compelling him to submit to the conjogal yoke, 
bowmochsoever repugnant to bis feelings, his tostM, or bis 
affinities. The most important, spiritual, and holy of all faaman 
institu^ooa,botb in respect to its iatriosio character and extrissic 
results, could not be lefl in so crude a form — worthy only of 
pagans the most benighted and undeveloped. The b<H)or of 
the sex, the Tcctfare of the race, and the glory of Spiritvalism, 
demanded its all-perfect eonsummation in the doctrine and prao- 
tice of Free Love. 

Free Love-ism I Spiritual Marriage I Header, do you un- 
detstand and appreciate its import 7 Let the advocates of the 
highly -progressed "institution" expound it. 

" Marriage is the law of heaven ; the marriage of the spirit 
is the only marriage to abide in any condition. The loaniago 
insliiutiou of raun 'm. wrong, and most be annulled ere the nee 
is redeemed. 
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" All DMUikiBd were created male lud female, in pain, per- 
feotl; mated. The mate geaerally cornea apoa the eanh first, 
and is older, by few or man; years (the difference beiag gene- 
rallyfroai five to twenty years); and tbey are generally located 
sear each otiter, so that, if oiroumstauoea be favorable, they can 
meet and be united. 

"Ualesi divinely attracted to escb other aod eoQJoioed in 
eternal trath, no manii^ can be rightly oelebrated, aod wina 
other will prove oaght but miserable. As there am be bat ona 
proper, marriago, so there can only be one marriage oa A» 
earth. Man aad woman drawn together by the moral interior 
of tbeir natures, and driven onwards from tbe bosom of the 
Father to ibe eternities, shall be noited to the eteroitiefl and 
never severed. Marriage not thus consummated, will exist bat 
fbr a time, but when eternity breaks apon oar race, eveiy man 
and every woman shall see bis and her own to be nnited for* 
ever. 

" Free Love is like the ontgushing of water that bubbles from 
oat tbe fountain to kiss the morning air, — that gives itself to 
its own in holy marriage, free only from the despotism of maiH- 
Dsrism, and from care of tlie tboughts and opinions of an an- 
righteous society." 

Or, to be more specific, if we rightly eomprekend it, Free 
Love is essentially and solely a ^herioal element^ooe of th« 
fnodamcDtal spiritual harmonies — a primordial inseparability 
of the eternities — a prinx^nial coeffioient of the BuperseDsiblef 
Zones — a oognato principle of original materiality, flawiDgf 
lineally towards matrimonial, sooial, and moral consoDsncfl i» 
tbe oniveTsal and eternal ^ux of things. 
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" Id oonronoitj vilh, or more logically B] 
uid iiuepanblfl, if not ideotical witii ihia uite-eomiologiixt or 
pn-esiatfiDtbaua, Free Love exists aadBprinp — tlie ideal and 
the aotoal, tlie ainiple ontological and complex ph^cnneaa]^ 
qiirilo-Duteriid entity " uniadividuated," m tpiridiy ui A» 
lump, nduOiag into indiTidoalities, sensifio, radonal and moral, 
or tpiricitg " individwaUd," which ikdiyidiutions in torn oel- 
lipae into insepanbility, or apirieilg per/ectitm—ao that 
oooditional plondity becomes abeolut* uognlaiity ; that ia to 
aay, abetiact duality contraota into BubstaBtial, eonacioaa mnitj} 
and agun oooorete daalism absorbs and termiiuitw itaelf in mi- 
praHspiiitDftl totcdit]/ 1 " 

To make it still more perspicnouA, if possible) let as raaoil tv 
a different terminology. 

All personal identitiee are disCingBisbable into sexoal hidi' 
Tidnalitiea. These individualities possess original oonfofma. 
tions differing respectively from each other, in endless, wide, 
and infiniteaeiiBal variety, yet under the plastio force of doaUslie 
law, neolviag themselves spontaneoucJy Into dvadt or ooi>nt«r> 
parti — intAlle«tual and moral, physical, affectional and oonn»- 
bial dnplicateB, bating the gender. 

Thus in the development of infinite disagreestent is mani* 
fested floitc agreement — amid endless lepaluons, individnal 
polarities attracted to tlM point of magnetic snity, by whJcb 
limited inherence, i»herenoe, and dependence, oiit«n^ into 
personal, absolate, and nniversaltndependwoe. In other words^ 
throughout the heterogeneous external oon^omeration of hn< 
Kanity in the " form," there is the development of pre-enstent^ 
an^tbetieal sexnalities — sioritual nebidte, which permeated 
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and BBrdiaificd with the esBeace of elective affinity, mntaally 
graTitAte, meet and cohere into conjugal ajnthesis, in which 
process BubjsctiTe affection gnsbes apootaneouelj into objective 
Mtivitf , luwtening to kud tenoioating in the grand ultimalxan, 
the me plua vUra deTclopment of unalloyed eptricffy ! In fine, 
to readar the whole thing transparent to even the opaqne sense 
of tbe moot andsveloped mortals, we have only to add, that Free 
Love is m pre-existent canse of which tme matrimonial allianoe 
ie tbe paent and poal-eziatent effect, in the direct progression 
of aoteeedent and consequent — the a poiteriori manifestation 
braig d^endent opon and governed by tbe a priori fitness> 
whereby the physical, metaphysical, moral and social economy 
isconditioDed, developed and subordinated by the spiritanl. 

Booh is tbe rationale of Free Love, or spiritual husband- 
kad-wile-iam ; the new and highly advanced theory of byme< 
Mai nathetloB, sx ibe/e^ing of tbe beantiful and the trne, the 
syapbonious and tbe beatific, coostitnting tbe dairvogance of 
tfa« heart, by which correspondent nnptial instincts recc^iza 
MS& other, and at first glance, acoording to a pre-«et&bliahed 
bvmony, meet and coalesce In the most afiectionate embrace 1 

A bill embracing snch principles, so dissimilar and antago- 
niatio to tbe views and time-establiahed castom of all civilized 
natioiis, was, to sa; tbe least of it, a remarkable novelty io the 
Idstoty of political scienoe. Pablio opinion deDonoced it in 
mmeamred terms, not only as delusion and fully, but tbe flood- 
gale of iniquity, yet was it put forth endorsed by all the Spir- 
ibuls as tite foreruDner and glad earnest of tbe millcDuium. 

What if the people were not rife for tbe measure ? What 
if Bodety had not sofficiently progressed to appreciate aod wel- 
27 
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come it t Wbat if it did maUriall; oonflict vith the n 
ble Mairiage Bill previouBl; passed, and which wu oonsidend 
the nltimalam, the final and perpettul settlemeat of the great 
qaeetion 7 Derelopmant tnoal progreaa. Zjeadiog spirits d» 
veloped so far in advance of the a^ can sot wait the taidy 
movemeiit of nidimaiital moTtals. Legal laadmarka, in eom- 
mon with everj thing else, must yield to the high swelltDg, on- 
mshiag coirent of Prt^^ress. 

Long and heated was the coDtrovenj between the Spberioali 
and the most radical of the "itroDg-minded" mnodatieans, on 
this fundamental and very delicate topic ; the Utter party taking 
the brood ground without modification or oompromiae, that in 
no instance bad man any right whatever to take the lead in the 
soienee and art of matrimony, in any of its phases, either of 
courtship, wedlock or domeelio rule. 

But the Spbereites were by no means disposed to snooomb 
to the mdimentals, for spirits can be tenscioos as wall as mortalR 
in the flesh. Indeed, the higher the degree of ^iricity the 
greater its independeooe, a msnifestation which might eauly 
be, and doubtless often is, oonslmed into obstinacy by those 
less developed. 

Party spirit ran high. Hot and hotter grew the contest, 
until argument gave place to personalities, seal to animosity, 
threats to violence. Sluag-shot, bowie knives, >nd revolven, 
material and spiritonl, were brandishod profusely, by the ftery 
legislative gladiators, foremost and fiercest among whom, was 
Joe Smith, the doughty champion of polygamy, and for his 
matchless emiaeooo euniamed the Migkly Joe. 

Challenges to mortal combat were given and acoept«d. But 
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tbe "aQthoritiea" threatened to interfere, the polices) Bagea 
and master spirits interposed a compromite, the "code of 
honor" received the go-by, all insults vere matuall; pocketed, 
and the Free Love Bill progressed. In prospect, tho domestic 
economy rerised, improved, and enlarged, nas committed to 
the Buperrision and control of the Zones. 

The crisis was regarded as passed. AUhongh not fully de- 
veloped in form, by positive, legal enactment, yet Epitituallj, 
and to all intents and parposca, Free-wifc-and-husband-ism was 
the law of the land. 

Behold Dov the fmila of political reform I Myrtle boughs 
vaved over the heads, rosebuds, phlox, and jonquils— elo- 
quent symbols— floorisbed in the bosoms and bntton-holes of 
the spiritual memben, and carrier doves with celestial pln- 
mage fluttered and cooed from deob to desk. 

Free Love -manifested itself in the funon of the hitherto dis- 
cordant and antagonistic elements of both Hous€eb. Membera 
began respectively and dualistically to discover their reciprocal 
internal congeniality aud aptitude, so that ere long was scarcely 
to be found a repreaentative without a spiritual companion. 
Nor were tbe developments of this tremendous stride in the 
onward march of progress limited by the walls of the capilot, 
or the bounds of the legislature. The reform spread like wild- 
fire. Everywhere spirits were busy as bees, in promoting the 
due opcntioD of the ubout-Co-be new enactment. Young men 
and maidens, bacbetors and spinsters witii blood "caked and 
cold," felt the inward warmth and motions of Free Love, tins' 
bands and wives discovered, to their astonishment and regret, 
that they vers mismatched — in truth, they were never matched 
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ti aJl— being destitute of the requisitei of true mnmsge, tb^t 
is, neither ioheTently adapted to e&ch other, nor cobereotty and 
divinetj attracted, and oooseqnentlj not " oonjoined in eternal 
tmth." Hov unlike genuine Bpiritual marriage, in which not 
mere!; the artificial ligameDts of legislation and costotn harneM 
together the parties in external companionship like draught- 
animals, but where above and antecedent to human convenlion- 
alitiee, spirit embraces spirit in sweet elective affinity, and the 
afleotions, instead of being either periodically or permanently 
at loggerheads, are spirituiilly dovetailed and glued together in 
perfect and iodiasolable nnion,at once demonstrating the iMaoty 
and the genius of pure matrimonial statioB and dynsmics ! 

Witneea the happy doublet, ooatteadod by prient or squire, 
who, like heartless mercenaries, for the sake of the /«<•«, yoke 
in mock wedlock those who, from equally mercenary or other- 
wise unworthy motives, consent to the faroial performitnce — 
witness, we say, the happy donblat as in spontaDeous conjunc- 
tion they step forth, hand in hand, heart in heart, twain in 
one, and recite in concert the formala of spiritual niarriege. 

"Have yon seen the morning sunbeam kiss the opening 
blossom J Thus did our spirits meet and greet at the first in- 
terview; and as the invisible elements of nature unite and 
blend in one harmonious impulse, so are onr spirits affinitiied 
into one accordant living force. Whoever are thus united by 
the eternal laws of affinity, naught has anthority to sepamte. 
We thus introduce ourselves unto jou in the relation of husband 

Could any thing short of the Spheres be so poetical, pictur- 
esque and hyper-Tomantio t What is it but the flower of 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



FoLLiXB or THE XIXth Centubt. 817 
ipiricity, the leoilh of social development, the sablime climax 
of domestic (esthetics f 

Thia preeeDta the altn-spiritual phase of the new ooDnnbial 
nanifeatatJoD. Nov glance at the Woman's Rights eide of 
the piotare. 

Hon. Lucinda Hardhead and Bennj H. Brownwell de- 
tecting in eaeh other corresponding instincts, and a reciprocal 
coDroimalioa phrenological, peycol<^ca], amorous, and reform- 
atory, ascend the platform, the latter led by the former, and 
&oe to iace, in the presence of heaTon and the world, pro- 
nannce the Bill of Rights, constituting them respectively each 
other's " lady " and gentUman duly and lawfully united for all 
the pnrpoMS of the domestic and social economy. 

LuctNDA : — " While I am not insensible of the fbct that aro- 
atorial spirieity reciprocated, constitutes the foundation of the so- 
called relationship of husband and wife, now assumed by us, yet 
sclf-reepect, self-protection, and the developmentof a dominant 
principle impel us to the following Declaration of Eights :" 

Benny: — "While I acknowledge the institution of love 
and marria{(e which makes us wife and husband, yet I feel com- 
piled to Bubficribe to the following declaration of rights : " 

LuciNDA : — " This performance implies, on my part, no ao> 
knowledgment nor promise of aubmisuon to any anthority of 
my servant." 

Benny: — "This performaDce implies on year part no ac- 
knowledgment Dor promise of submisMon to your most obe- 
dient servant." 

Ldoinda: — "Though forming a matrimonial union, I am 
■till free and independent." 
27* 
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BxNMT : — " Though fonoing « matiimotiul union, 70a an 
etill free and iodepetideiit." 

LlTClNDA : — " No gentleman will claim sapetioritj over 
vomui." 

Bennt: — "No gentleman will okim sapenorit; over 
woman." 

LrciNDA : — "No hooorable man will bo degrads hia nm- 
paoion as to call her b; the Tnlgat and baibuooi name of 
wife." 

Bxnnt: — "No honorable man will eo degrade hk eom< 
panion aa to call her bj tho vnlgar and barbarons nane of 
wife." 

LvciNDA : — "To 0Tei7 married woman bdong, as inabenaUs 
rights" — 

Binnt: — "To every married woman belong, as inalienabls 
righte" — 

LooiNfiA : — " Tbe absolate headship of the household." 
^ Benny : — " The absolute headship of the hoosehohL" 

LuoiNDA : — " The ezolusive control of tbe pnne." 

Benny ; — " The exclusive control of the parse." 

LuoiNDA : — " The entire direction of all matters of bno- 
nesB." 

Binnt : — " The entire direction of all matters of bosi- 
nesa." 

LuciNDA : — " The cboioe of residenoe and stjie of Uring." 

Bennt : — " The choice of residence and stjle of liriDg." 

Ldcinda: — "The undisputed privily of visiting and 
traveling when and where, and as long as inclination prompts, 
or gtatification demands." 
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B«»KT : — " The nDdiapDted privilege of visiting hoA trav- 
eling when and where, and as loDg as indmation prompts, or 
gratJficatioQ demands." 

LuciNDA : — "Id short, the nnabridged liberty of thinking, 
epeaking, and aoting, or the ooDtrary, in nil coses whatsoever, 
according to the dictates of her own judgment or pleasure ; In 
other words, as she pleases." 

Behnt: — "In short, the unabridged liberty of tliinking, 
speaking, and acting, or the contrary, in all cases whatsoever, 
leeording to the dictates of her own judgment orplessnie; ia 
other words, as she pleases." 

LnciNDA : — "In all cases of domestic difficulties — should 
BDy ehance to arise — becoming gallantry, courtesy, and a 
proper regard for peace in the family, will require the mate to 
yield his opinions and preferences, but wbere such reasonable 
acquiescence is refused, it shall be referred to the neighbors, 
to decide the question between the contending parties, and 
vhose decision shall be final." 

Bennt : — "In all family qoarrele it belongs to the husband 
to submit to bis ' better-half; ' but when in judgment and con- 
acience he feels bound to stand his ground, the neighbors shall 
be called in to settle the difficulty, and from their decision there 
ahall be no appeal." 

LuciNDA: — "Finally, we record our solemn protest 
against the old laws, rales, and customs, matrimotn^ and 
domestio, which at best are but a nuisance and a peot; the 
rotten relics of unprogressed heathenism. Farthermore, as ra- 
tional, independent beings, in the progressive spirit of legisU- 
tiv«, sooial and moral reform, we individnally and mutually 
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abjnra tni set at defiaaoe all coDtrol, rule, or TMnmt, in <i«r 
aaaociated oapadtj, nve the furegoing articles of our matrimo- 
Dial creed and oo-partnerehip." 
Benmy : — " Amen." 
''Signed), LvoiNDA Habdhsaj). 

Behmx H. Bbownwzu:.. 

Snpplementaiy to this nnptial manifesto and the delivet; of 
marriage cerUGcatea, hj statute, !n ench oaaea mada and piovid- 
ed, bow highly dramatic and impresaive the sealing oatetaoaj 
in ratifioation of the conjugal alliance. 

" BeDDjr dear, my salutation 1 which makes as twaiD • unit 
Mauifbet jour loyalty," exclaims the bride with BSTere dig:nft7, 
at the same lime dealing him a smart blow on the ebeek with 
her open palm' — most earnest and significant fbr a "love-tap," 
surely. 

" The league is stmck. Acoept the pledge of my troth, thou 
light of my eyes! my 'better half and stronger (hree-quar- 
lertl Witness all ye spheres, mdi mental and superml, the ' 
fealty I owe and tow to my liege mistress, whose throne is my 
shrine, whose footstool my throne," responded the groom with 
the ntmost meekness and docility, falling on hia knees and ar- 
dently pressing to his lips t^ empty gloTS of his goddese-l&e 
spouse. 

Hon. Mrs. and Mr. Hardhead thus connubially devol'ped 
according to tbe great, eternal law of apiritioal barmonii's, pro- 
gross at once into the honeymoon. That honeymoon ! How 
shall we describe it? for tbe descriptive power of the bigh- 
est poetio and sentimental qiirioity, with pen plncked from 
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Cupid's wing and dipped in the quintessence of aU oelestial 
sweats, and tkir; fingera to lend their charm in delineation of 
the blisafiil picture I Wish, how vain 1 and never to be real- 
ised, tiU the Fatbera and Mothers of eloqaence and song de- 
scend in their combined and cDnoeutrated melliflaence from the 
empyrean of the Seventh Sphere. Shall we then — althongh 
the medinm of prophetic history, yet as a chronicler in the 
"form," at beat and of necessity bat partially progreBsed — 
■hall we venture upon a theme so intensely and delicately ex* 
qnint*, mily to belittle and caricature it, with our mdimental 
gooBcquill T Ye gods uid goddesses of Celestial Pamasans, save 
ns the duiag, preamnptaons, saorilegiooB tbooght! But if we 
may not tread with vulgar, mdimental feet upon the enchanted 
ground of that honeymoon, we may be permitted, aa an anthoi^ 
isfld historian, to follow in the trail of Mrs. Hardhead andf^en- 
fkman for a short space, with pencil and note book. 

We modesdy forbear, however, to extend onr narrative, or 
push onr researches within the aanctnm-sanctorum of family 
privacy, notwithstanding the domeatio archives would yield rare 
treaauri'3, to enrich and adorn our page. 

The acene before the curtaina is suffidently indicative of 
what passed behind them. But whatever else may have trans- 
pired there in retatJcn to opinion and antbority, there is no 
reasonable gronnd for the presumption that any alteroations 
ever occurred, inasmuch as Mr. Hardhead privately, and on the 
liynienial platform, pnblicly entered into bonds to Iceep the 
fiimily peace ; while Mrs. Hardhead very prudently reserved for 
herself, bnder perpetual guaranty, the right — and that an in- 
alienable one — of always consnlting her own will and pleanire 
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nithont dictatioD or interference firom her minor " half" and 
weaker one-quarter. 

Installed as sovereign, in doors and ont, and firm); enthroaed 
in her isolated supremacy, not only domestically, but to tho 
extent of Mr. Hardhead's sphere of political and bnsiness rela- 
tions, Lacinda could vith emphasis adopt the language of the 
great Selltirk, 

" I am moDiTch of aH I enrrej, 
Mj right Uiere is nona to dUputs." 

Only upon a solitary occasion — and that hefore the days of 
the honeymoon were ended — did it happen othenrise, when, 
tinder a eudden impulse occasioned by the expiring struggle 
for his manhood, Benny so far forgot himself as to venture 
the suggestion to his fair yoke-mate, that she had by bt the 
longest end of the lever. 

" My dear Mrs. Hardhead," said he irith an effort at manly 
independenoe, " if I do not misapprehend, yon claim to hold 
the balance of power iu every thing appertaining to our co-port- 
nerehip." 

" Pray sir," responded she, "where should the balance of 
power lie, if not in the natural and legal head of our domestic 
and social commonwealth T " 

" Very true, Mrs. H , but who is the natand and legal 

head? That is the quettion." 

" That wa» the question, but it is not now, and what is more, 
sir, it never shall be." 

"But you seem imperative." 

" Aad yun seem impertinent." 
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"Tea tbonsand pardons, my dear Mra. Hardhead, I meant ' 
not the slightest disrespect, but — bem — I — it — " 

" Bat — jon — it — what F " 

" If I may spealc it, my dearest Mrs. H , I will. To 

tell the truth, in spite of myself, tbe feeling will keep oonstantly 
coming over me, thftt we are somewhat unequally yoked to- 
gether." 

'! Indeed 1 " 

" I mean we are not exactly even." 

" Indeed ! " 

"That ia to say, we are not entirely one." I have been 
thinking of what the Bible says about marriage, that " they 
twain" — meaning husband and wife — "shall be one flesh." 

" The Bible I Don't beset me with any of yonr old hea- 
then fubles," excbimed Lucinda, with a toss of the head, and 
a carl of tba lip- 

" Spare the < good book ' soch disrespectful epithets, Mrs H.," 
responded he; "it claims to be a divine revelation, and on 
Tery good grounds, it appears to me-— at least, I am thinking 
better of it than t was." 

" And I am thinking worse of it, if possible. Divine reve- 
lation ! For pity's sake, inform me what makes you tliink it 
divine f " 

" It is so full of common sense." 

"So full of nonsense, more like. Pray wherein do yon 
find its superabundance of common sense 7 " 

" Well, I don't know kow to express it any better than the 
JUiteu of ihingt which it teaches. It puts every thing and 
ereiy person exactly in the right place." 
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"Ah! I undenCaDd. The old creed: ' WireE, submit ]^)iin 
selvefl viDto ;our own hosbaails. For tbe hosbaud ia the head 
of the wife. That they may teach tbe joaiif: womcD to love 
their hasbands, to love their ohildreo, to be ketpert ol homt, 
good, obedient to their own busbaadB,' and ao on. This makes 
up. your sum total of divine revelation, I suppose, but irbicb 
I say,i9, of itself, sufficient to stamp your liook of Ood a libel 
OD common justice and propriety, not to say decency. SiKb 
sentiments I Why, they make God stultify himself, abaolnte- 
ly. Confucius, or even St. I^ul — who claims for faimself 
dteir inspired autbonhip — nnprogressed heathen though be 
was, among heathen, ought to have blushed wi^ shame to 
teaoh a doctrine so utterly monstrous and revolting." 

" But do yon rank the Apoetle Paul with Coufucioe T" 

" And why not, pray 7 " 

" Was not Paul divinely inspired, aa ho claimed to be 7 " 

''No more so — not so much, as was Confucius, without 
cluming to be. But why set yourself up to argue the case. 
There are tbe papers, ur," said the Hon. Mrs. H., with an air 
of triumph, showing him the " Bill of Kgbts," signed and 
sealed. 

Mr, Hardhead was speeohless. He had tied his own hands ; 
thrust his own neck into the yoke, and there seemed no alter- 
native for him but submission. Poor man ! But why demur 
or repine at his domestic vassalage? Was it notorduned, alike 
by legal statute and the law of development, oonvei^ng to the 
focal point of Woman's Sights f With such elements, ordi- 
nant and subordinate, entering into, and forming the base of 
the oewly-oiganixed nuptial " instdtntion," bow beautifiil and 
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impoaing — how worlby of paradise itself, the supentraotnre 
of every-da; life muat, of neoessitj, haye been, it need!s not a 
vei; fruitful imsgiDatlon to fancy. 

As part and parcel of the honejmoon, Hon. Mrs. Hardhead 
and gentleman could by no means dispense with tii& bridal 
tour. Did not onr prescribed limits forbid it, ve ahonld de- 
light to follow the illastiioiu pair, and take notes, which might 
easily be elaborated into the most interesting "Book of 
Travels." 

Suffice it to say, Mrs. and Mr. Hardhead, whererer they 
went, were the "observed of all obseirers." Aa the pioneers 
of matrimonial reform, under the operation of the new mar- 
riage code, and the Hon. Lucinda being herself a princess 
among the magnates of the State, they were greeted all along 
their routo with overwhelming congratulations. Their journey 
was a continaons fete. Chief of all, Governor Lucy honored 
them with a wiWe magnificently grand. Bright 

" The lamps Bhene o'er bract women aoi fak men," 
and to the most voluptuous muuo tripped the "light fantastic 
toe," while hundreds — and among them the chief notabilities 
of the Spheres, not excepting the Mermud — crowded to the 
reception room, with eager rivalry in paying their addresses 
to the Lioness of tho evening. 

Gov. Boston entertained the conconrse with a speech singu- 
larly appropriate to the ocoa«on, and which was unanimoualy 
pronounced one of her most brilliant efforts. The Mermaid, 
through her Medium, followed in a neat strain of blank verse, 
with which, did it not appear invidious or partial, we should 
sot fiul to treat the reader. 
28 
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Time oondnued to progrees, and no did Hon. Mn. Hardlieid 
utd geDlIemftD, she miiol; by public tunnguea, to enlighteo 
maDkind, at tweoty-five cents a head, and he, as her "good 
man Friday" in the capacity of ticket-peddler and doorkeeper. 

But ia matrimooy, aa in every thing else, the phyucal vas 
destined to suocumb to tlie spiritnal. Humau enactmeots 
could neither forestall, nor supplaot, nor impede the tini- 
Teraal and higher lav of development. In the ever onward 
operation of this law, the manifestation wbb evolved that no 
woman has any right to live with her husband, noleae she loiea 
him Bpiritoaliy aa well as physically ; that no mui is nnder ob- 
Jigation to live with lua wife, nnless he loves her epiritually as 
well as f^ysicaUy, and that whenever they ma; chance to meet 
an6theryhwhom they can love better, it is evidence conclusive 
that they are not Bpiritoally united, and hence they are morally 
bound to forsake each other, and cleave to the newly-discovered 
object of their affection. Snch abandoDment — no matter hov 
often — it is equally their duty to practice, as long as they re- 
main in the form, that is to say, till they die, and are bora 
into the Spheres. So simple, easy, and delightful a method of ' 
righting tie wronged, of banishing inequalities, and accuriog 
eqnilibrinm and harmony to the social system, was hailed with 
joy by multitudes of every class and condition, but by none 
more than those of upper-ten-dom. 

As nnder the physical organism of the " strong-minded " 
Marriage Law, Mr. Hardhead bad been first of the victims led 
to the altar, so was be among the first to lead off the purely 
■piritnal figure, leaving the Hon. Lucinda to look elsewhere 
fbr her spiritnal servant 
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Bapidly did the Progressionists muldplj, and inQoite w«n 
the speouUtiona, on all hands, in reference to this new and 
highly developed phue of spiricity. 

It is tnie u trite, lliat "& single foct is worth a thoosand 
theories," but where theory and &cte correspond, they together 
are worth vastly more.. Take an example, reader, and oootem- 

plat« it calmly. Mr. P was a, gentleman of respectability 

and wealth, owning and occapyiog a beautiful villa on the 
shore of the Hudson, where nature, in profusion, has minted 
beauty with sublimity. Art aoJ science vied with nature, and 
lent all their embellishments to complete the scene of enobant- 
ment that bloomed around him. I^rtnerswith him in the en- 
joyment of bis paradise, were the wife of his youth, a son, 
noble, generous, full of promise, and a daughter, just entering 
the bloom of womanhood, beantiful, virtuous, and loving. 
They were, altogether, a moat lovely and happy family, sl- 
thongh not, as yet, spiritually developed. But Spiritualism, 
all pervading and progressive, at length found its way into this 
domestic Eden, Ibis home of peace, tranqoillity, and innocence. 
Manifestations ensued, mysterions and convincing. The whole 

&mily, except Mrs. P , became proselytes to the new &ith, 

and the magniGcent mansion was soon con verted, into a rendec- 
vans for the Progress ion iels, who styled themselves " Literals," 
for what reason it is not exactly clear. 

}Ir. F progressed with great rapidity to the attainment 

of a high degree of spiricity. As a consequence, bis oompan- 
iott was not congenial. The spirits pointed out to him his 
ajHritual partner, and by nnmistakeahle oommonieations, en- 
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joined apon him to take her, and progresa, having first appro- 
priated his estate to the " common fund." 

So thoroughly spiritualized had be become, bb to Tender it 
' morally impossible for him, klloning be had the disposition, to 
resist or disregard tbe mandates of the Spirits. 

" I have had a new revelation," said Mr. P , one eveir- 

ing, to his " physical " oompanioo, as they were taking tbeir ao- 
oostomed walk in the garden. 

"Another revelation! And what is h, prsjT" responded 
abe, in a pleasant tone. 

" Why, madam, that wo are not property iffinitised, and 
therefore we have never been, neither can we be, nnitad in true 
marriage." 

" 0, my husband I " exclaimed she, throwtng btx arme abovt 
bis neck and bursting ioto a flood of tean. 

"Yon are mistaken, I am not your husband, I belong to 
another," persisted be unmoved, and coolly endekvoriog to dis- 
engage himself from ber embraoe. 

" Not my husband ? — 2fot my hwiiarid f — Were not our 
sonls united fhim the days of our youth '{ IKd we not stand 
together at tbe holy altar and plight our vows as tbe man of 
God pronounoed us husband and wife? And have we not Uved 
bother in fidelity and happiness f Are not onr dear t^ildren 
tbe sweet pledges of oar love f Ton are my hnaband, mj own 
beloved ; and I am your wife by tbe laws of Qod and man, and 
nation's strongest, holiest ties." 

"Do not persist, madam, — the reveladon is olear — the 
■[drita are imperative and I moat not disobey — good bye — " 
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and deliberately disengagiog himself from her grasp, he left 
her, fallen to the gronad in a state of inseiiBibilitj. Stead&st 
and immovable ia the failb, wilhoat once looking bock, be 
progntted, and taking bis neighbor's wife as bis spiritual com- 
panion, emigrated to the citj of Mormon, the highest circle of 
the Budimental Sphere, and where poljgamj was in fnll blast. 

Mis. P , still lying in a state of helplessness, more like 

death than a swoon, was fortunately discovered by bcr children 
as they were returning from a ramble m the park. In tho ut- 
nost alarm and tender concorn tbey succeeded in removing her 
to the house, where, by proper restoratives, she was at length 
i^le to answer the ansioua inquiries of her children as to the 
oo(n«OD of her sudden illness. 

" Yoor poor father ia deranged — what will become of him 
— hasten, my son, find him, bring him home sgain that wo 
may oaro for and, if possible, restore bim to reason." 

" Do not give yourself unneoessary tronble about fttber. 
His guardian spint will guide and protect him a great deal 
better than I can," replied he with singular unconcern, his alarm 
having all at once oeased upon learning the cause of his mother's 
ibdisposidon. 

" my son 1 my son I what dreadful infstnation ! How can 
itbef Where will it end f" exclaimed she, incapable of oom- 
prehendingsnch highly-developed spiricicy. "Pear daughter," 
continued the disconsolate mother, "forgive yonr brother. He 
knows not what he says'. Qo yourself, my child. Seek your 
poor fiitber and entice bim home ere some &tal accident befalls 



by Google 



880 LUOT BOBTOK. 

"O, there is do danger, mother." 

" As jon love him, as yon love as all — out peace, oar hap- 
pioess, our lives, liuger not — seek aod bring jotir father. 
Your brothei will stuy by toe till you returo." 

" Mother, you give yourself altogether nnneoessary trouble ; 
father is not cruy. He is obeying the spirits. They will take 
oaro of him inGnitfly better tbsn wa can," replied she with 
■trauge indiffereiioe and want of feeling. 

" my children I you are all mo niad. This terrible delu- 
sion has bereft you of reason. Our happy home is changed to 
an insane hospital. Oh, bon changed 1 Your father ! " — 

" You are the ooly crazy one," retorted the dangbter. " We 
ue ration&l. You are blirnj. Wo see with spirit eyes." 

"0, my daughter, why torture me thus. Every word you 
ntter is a dagger in my heart' 

" The trouble is, mother, you are unprogressed, and of course 
nncongeoinl. That is why we appear bo strange to you. Nor 
is it all appearance. We arc indeed es^nged, because there 
is a want of harmony between us." 

" But are you not my owq dear children, in whom my very 
soul is bound upf" 

"Brother and I ore your children, it is true, bat I am sorry 
to aay we are not spiritual children." 

" Forbear, my child, forbear. I cannot comprehead yon." 

" I mean you and faster were never divinely married. Yon 
could not bc| for you are not congenial. He is spiritual, you 
are mdimental, and that is why he baa left you. I heard the 
Bpints tell him all about it, and they pointed out to him hb 
Bpiritoal companion, with whom, by tbeii direction, he hu 
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gone to live in faannoD;. And what is more, my epirituU 
hnaband vill be here Que eveDiog to take me home with 
him." 

" no, yon will not — cannot — " 

" Yea, the epirits direct me to go, and I most not dieobe; 
them." 

The mother, overcome hy the power of theea sudden, un- 
looked for maoifeatatioDa, relapsed into inaeDsibility. And 
when, &t laet, she awoke again to conscioaaaeu, it was only to 
witneea new and more overwhelming developmeDta. She gazed 
■Tonod in search of her beloved daughter, but saw her not. 
She called her name imploringly, but there was no aoBver. 

" Where is your aister f " inquired she of her son aa he en- 
tered the room. 

" I oannot tell," waa the careless anawer. 

" But do you not know t " 

" If I did I wonld tell yon." 

" Is she not at home 7 " 

" I presume she is." 

"Whei«7" 

" With her spiritual hnaband." 

" She is not gone f " 

"Yea." 

" To return no more f" 

"Not to remain." 

"Mermful God 1 — have pity! forgive my child! — Gone 
— all gone 7 — No — not all, thank Heaven. My own dear 
boy ia with me — a solace and support" 

He made no reply. 
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" Who is that, tay bod," inquired the mother, obsorriDg a 
fbinale ia the Rdjoioing room. 

" A strioger to yoa — Mrs. A , from the city." 

"Why is she hero?" 

"To claim me as her spiritnal hiubaDd." 

" But yon will not go with her?" 

" I most. The spirita direct it." 

" And what if they do f " 

" I caanot refuse nor disregard their oouDseb." 

"No matter what the sacrifice f" 

" It makes no difference." 

" Not even to save the life of tbe mother wlto bore 
jouf" 

"The spirits command me, and they know what ia for tJie 
best." 

" Then you, too, wilt leave yonr poor mother, the sole inhabi- 
tant of our once happy home, to linger a wretched existence at 
sink nnmoamed into her lonely grave." 

" Only believe in Spiritnalism," said he, apparently un- 
affected, "and all will be well enough. Yon will find a spir- 
itual husband to take care of yoa. As to our homo and tbe 
property, father has conveyed it all fbr tbe Atrlheranee of 
Spiritualism.'' 

" What I sold onr home T " 

"No, gave it away," 

" How do you know that F " 

" He tald me so, and I saw the deed." 

"0 Qodl my last prop taken away. Gone — all — all 
gone 1 Husband — children — home — happiness — reason — 
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ha I ba 1 ha I M^ spiritnal husband ! Where ia be 7 SpiriUi, 
bring him 1 Hal ha! here he comes. — Gone — all gone — 
hal bal ha! — 

Mrs. F was conveyed to the Insano Asjlum, a hopeless 

lunatio. Any one passing the door of her cell might hear ber 
disooDsoIate moan, — "Gone — gone — all gooa" — followed 
by the maniac laugh, as she greeted her spiritual husband. 

Let not feeling be excited nor prejudice be aroused in any 
one, agunat the "institution" of Spiritnalism, by the pemsal 
of this namtire. It is only one case among thousands necee- 
sarily occnrriog, in the progressive economy of the supreme, - 
deiSo law of Development. 

What if the Bible does denounce polygamy as an abomina* 
lion t Spicitoalisin is higher authority than the Bible. What 
though the Saviour has declared that " what God bath joiued 
together, let not man pat asunder ? " Are not the spiritual- 
istic Rabhiet greater than Jesus Christ f What If human laws 
are treated as a nullity f Spiritualism is a " law unto itself" 
What if society be disorganized? It Is to construct a bettor 
system. What if youth and beauty ere hastened to premature 
decay, and inoooenoe and virtue perish 7 Is it not the intro- 
duction to higher scenes of enjoyment, a more exalted state of 
spiricity? What though God and religion, morality, civiliza- 
tion and civil government be repudiated aa exploded humbugs? 
What though the brightest hopes be wrecked, hearts crushed, 
&milies ruined, and homes made desolate 7 What though envy 
and suspicion, distrust and jealousy, cupidity, lust, immorality, 
and crime, follow in the train of the "new philosophy," peo- 
pling alms-honsee, insane asylums, penitentiaries, and the grave, 
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with vretcbed victims ? What &re all theso things but minor 
evils attendant vpon a greater good, njcns oontingencies no- 
oessarilj inseparable with the eternal law of Itevelopment in 
its upward progress and expansion from the pfajsical to the 
spiritnal, the rudi mental to tbesnpemal? Must not the old 
heavens piss away before the new can succeed ; and can the old 
be demolished without a mighty onsh T 

Then banished be all unbelief, and hushed every voice of com- 
plaint. But if scepticism will rave, if gross bnman nature does 
cry ont against the developments of Spiritnalism, what is it bnt 
the fHotion of materialism grinding its way into sptricity, ha- 
mnnity shaking off the form in its birth-etmggle into the 
Spherea t 
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And Iklli DD ths othR May 

In the ever onvftrd flow and oampticated evolutioDS of i^ 
grcu, ttDOther New Light, vhich had twiDkled an nade- 
Telopcd nucleus on the shadov; outskirta of the Zones, now 
driven bj the impolse of tta own sponlaneous energy, and 
drawn onward by the All-Geotnl-Force, in the circle of itn •»- 
cenaion, with the snddrnncsa of light springing from the bosom 
of darkness, wheeled its broad disc upon our moral horizon in 
the person of Judge Addlohead, prince and chief of the Celes- 
tial Rabbies, the Gamaliel of Spiritdom, and the Arch Prophet 
of -the Idtt«r Day. 

As Doct. Z. Socrates Noizlcman, holding grim Death at 
arm's length, was the all-healer of the bodies, so was Jndge 
Addlehead the Saviour of the souls of men. These twin celeb- 
rities, strictly speaking, were not so much distinct and separate 
identities, u different manifestations or phases of an identical 
principle; n sort of Yishnn or compound embodiment of the 
Bclf-same law of development. 

The Jndge, bj the appointment of the spirits, stood forth the 
divine exponent of theology and ethics, physics and meta- 
phyncs. 

Ah, how the dense fogs of ignoraaoe and saperatition, «n< 
(886) 
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veloping oar poor world, 9ed before the light of his geoioB, uid 
haw like ft might; baUooD it bounded aloft into the cloadleaa 
BUDshine of the Spheres as with his spiritual broad-axe he aev-. 
ered at a blow the cords that hitherto had lashed it dowo, amid 
the darkness and chaos of scepticism 1 

Indeed, the Judge was the prime moral and metaphjucal 
pbenomeaoD of the nineteenth centQry. Id his capacious en- 
nium centered all intelligence, poured in there \>j spirit infla- 
ence, and whence it emanated in swalling octavos, to enlighten, 
pnrify, elevate and redeem oar benighted, miaerj-atiicken 
world — te develop our nodeveloped race. 

How poor, degraded, bigoted, priest-ridden rudimentals hailed 
his bighlj-progresHed incarnation, as the mighty Bsvelatar ud 
Almighty Saviour, let the following epistles attest : 



Rvdimental Sphere, Sd Circle. 
4th month — 76 

Dear Jddok : 

I sincerely beg your pardon for this intrusion upon the no- 
tice of BO great a personage as yourself. Spiritualism leads me 
to address yon. My desire to write yon has increased to snch 
a piteh that I can no longer resist it. We are indeed, person- 
ally, strangere to each other, but I am fitmiliar with your ex- 
alted position and great and fast-growing reputation. So you 
will allow me the privilege of inditing yon a letter 

When my husband died last month, I was a most aban- 
doned aceptio. I vrouJd not bo mnoh as turn my head over 
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n; shonlder to witnesB <dl the "BunifesUtioiis" ever gbt np, 
or Mij other hvinbag. 80 I «ud, and so I Mt Am. Bat 
wlien I locked mj dead hnsbuid in tbe &oe -^ wonderAd to 
relate — I cooH scaroel; help le^ng for joj, BO ecstatio mn 
the thriS of doligfat iriAah Stied m^ evwy toue, and I fbel it 
mora and more erei; day. 

Now ia not this a mani/otattOM / t think it mxab b*. At 
taty tata, it oonvinoes me ef the truth of Spiiitnaliam, and I feel 
eonsCnuned to congratalate you as the diatingiiished author and 
de&nder ot this great and glorions dootiine. 

Yours in Bpirit&al afieoUou, 

DOSA. 

P. S. When ti j/our next book coming o*t T 



RvdimtnuU Sphere, 2nd CHnie. 
. 8 rd month — 76. 

Mt DSA& JODOX : 

We are strangers. But I can't Iceep stiU. I must mite yog. 
Tlterefbre excuse me. I have devoured a hook frotn tiie Spirit 
World, edited by yon and Doctor Noulem^n, wbloh has yielded 
me more knowledge, satis&otion, and at^d eomfbrt, than I had 
ever drtan from the whole nniTerse. I t«ke thn method t« 
hail and henJd you and the Doctor, as the two greateat htai- 
fitctots — yes more — the very Sarionrs rf all mankind. 

I know this book has cost yon a vast deal of hard Work — hm 
j/ou vnU, no doubt, gel wdlpaici for it, 
29 
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I haT* Bjsalf liHig Wn a distinguished pliTHslogiit, leuliiig 
nformer in the healing art, and a aloes obaerrer of men and 
things, bat I have been bvried in the tluck darkneea of unb»- 
lief, u to a fatore state of existence, ^ I read ;our immortal 
- volume) in vhich perusal I ezpcrienoed a glorious resnnvciio^ 
and I can now sDrrey the Spirit Land a> easily aa I can look 
aver ttte bu^ of the Uiuted States. 

Fraternally jronrs, 

John Jonxs. 



Hitdiinental Sphert, 4th CVrdk 
filhmoBlh — 76. 

Mt tzbt seab Judob.- 

I have never seen yoa, and perhaps neTei shall, at least in 
the fwm. But I have met and read yonr great work on Spir- 
itualism. An the books ever eomposed, aacred and profane, 
eannot cmnpere with it. It has made me an oot-and-cut 
Spiritualist. I hesitate not, no, not for a moment, to stake my 
temporal and eternal all, upon its transcendeot doctrines. 

I was reared from childhood in the Presb;teriaii fidlh, hnt 
when of age, acting on my Manhood, I became anccessively a 
Fnseyite, Methodist, Baptist, Millerite, and Mormon^ and found 
Fhaiiaees, hTpoorites, and false professors, ammg them all. 
Consequently, I ent loose from all religion, and set myself 
adrift on the tide of Infidelity. But joar magnificent treatise 
on Spiritualism was put into my hand. It is my chart and 
eompass amid the shoreless ocean of Progress. Its doctrines 
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Ue the o>ble md alie«t-&nohor of my hope. Farewell to m; 
fimner Buperstition ind eeotaiian bigotry Welcome the" beaa- 
tiful and the troe" Hail ye spirits ! bear me on the Spheres! 
Dear Jndge, your book most have & run. 

Spiritually yours, 

John Suixh. 



' Evdimmlal ^here, 6A OircU. 
10th month — 76. 

Host Hohobed Judge : 

I^rdon the boldness of a stranger. I have jnst risen from 
the perusal of your immortal volome on Spiritualism. It is the 
storehooM of all knowledge and visdom — emphatically the 
Book of Books. * 

I have been a most indefatigable stadent of nature from my 
infimcy up. Still I was unable to fix myself in any belief. 
[The Bible I long ago discarded as an outrageous libel on ha- 
man uatute, and hence opposed to reason and common sense. 
But yon and the Doctor have settled me. Success to yon. 
Your book is destined to eclipeo all others, and repay your dit- 
inlere$led labors with a rich reward. 

Yours in spiritual bonds, 

John Bbown. 
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SiMtmenUU Sphere, 6A Oinl^ 
7th month — 76. 
JuDOK Addubead: 
Very dear Sir, 
I am natarall; a strictlj religions woman. The past wa^ an 
enigma to me — the future dark. I longed for light — sought 
it in the Bible, but fonnd that old book a mass of oontndio- 
tions, abanrditiee, and dodbodbo. Met your divine vork on 
Spiritualism, and fonnd relief. Am lifted from the slough of 
infideb'ty. Feel my soul unbnrdened. Think better of my- 
self. Glorious change I 

Dear Judge, bow can I pay the debt of love I owe yon T I 
«Mntestly hope your book will meet with triamphant mcoen. 
Yonn in apiritwJ affinity. 



Rvdimtntal Sphere, 5A CSnie. 
2nd month — 70. 

Dkarbbt Jthmx : 

Congratulate me I I was always an aniioos, restless inquirer 
after truth — truth that nukes the mind, soul, and body, free 
from reatrunt. I sought for this "peart of great price" in 
eTery Christian creed and all the unu of the past and present, 
hut it was only chasing an eTorlasting jack o'lanteni, till yon 
unfolded to me, in your hook from the Spheres, the great, 
the new, the all-barmonions doctrines of Spiritaalism. Hy 
Bonl leaps for iov in ita nnrestnuned freedom. 
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I Km now on the track of progrett. How &st I am dcrret- 
oped 1 Ofa 1 how mj aonl warms, and expands, and moaDta^ 
nod soars, and baaka, and banquets, amid the the oelestial Deo- 
tar as it drops in more than hooejed aweetoess from the apiiit 
lips of Abner Kneeland, Joe Smith, and Tom Paine ! 
Dearest Judge, I wish ;oa snccess in ^ur enterprise. 
Progressivelj ^ours, 

CONSTANTIKA. 



Rudivnental Sphere, 7(h Cirde, 
8th month ~7S. 

AmittD Judoi : 

I was bom and Taiaed under the hlttt laaa of Preabyteriao- 
ism, after the straightest sect Before entering my teens, I 
east off parental despotism and turned with loathing, and ud- 
nttorable hatred, from tbe fiibnlons teli^ou, the puerile dog- 
mas and sioklsh mythology of the Bible. 

Delivered from the bondage of pious bigotry, snperatition, 
and tynnny, I bddly unfurled the blaclc flag of infidelity and 
atheism. 

I am now in the full bloom of womanhood, and a settled b»- 
liever in the sdenoe of Modern Spritualism. TAj husband u 
wholly undevdcped and the children are treading in bis foot- 
steps. I am utif£ed there a a total want of afinity between 
me and them. I feel myself attneted towards yo* by the moat 
delightfnl and irresistible coherenoe. 

Dearest Judge, tbe mvuftsbUion m oIbm. The Sfinte are 
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inpentiTe. We are eimgenial, and therefore " conjoinail in 

etemtl truth." Let na progress immediatelj. 

Years in sweeteit banaonj, 

Fidelia. 



Rtutimental JSphere, 3rl Cirde. 
Sthmonlh — 76. 

Honored Jciigx : 

Blessed vith .a Bound mind tsd a good edncBtiou, I have 
from 1117 jrottth led the life of a philosopher, nntrBrnmeled bj 
Gbrislian dogmatism — giriug myself np to the stud; of the 
oonstitatJOD and laws of nature. B; the process of philo- 
Bophioal, chemical, and logical analysis, I disooTered natnte to 
be snmmoded, permeated, generated, and in all its phenomena 
identical vitb the inherent, self-eziitent, all-creative, and eon- 
trolling law of progrrative devthpment, which, by ito own in- 
nate, independent enei^izing, from the latent nneleos of cba- 
oticnonenitj, gradually expanded into ^mmetrical syston {b- 
organic and organic, muteiial and spiritnal of nnirenal nature. 
I conudered my name as immortalised by the profound disoov.' 
ery, and was about perfecting a Bpirito-mecbanieal macbinc, at 
a vast expense of Ume and money, to prove and elncidate, b^- 
yond the sbadow of a doubt, tbe beanty and trnthfalaese of my 
theory, and for which I was on &ie point of applying for a 
patent, when, to my astonishment and consternation, I finmd 
niyaelf anticipated. 

Ton annoonoed yourself as the legitimate discoTerer of ^ 
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New PltSoMphy, and in the gloriona light of which it was i»- 
vealed to me, that iHBtead x4 being an ortginAtor in the fabric 
eatiOD of the troe feoBmological theoi;, I had only been the cho- 
iwD medtBm of Bacoo, Newton, Plato, Ptolomy, and other 
highly •progressed ptiilosopheTs of the Spheres. 

Jadgo, enrol my name among yonr foremoEt disciples and 
eoadjuion — ever on hand for a trip to the bright El Dorado, 
the golden Ophir of die Zones. The work goes bravely on. 
Tonr next T6lDine is anxioasly awuted and will make a mighty 
sweep. All the hnmbngs of the age wiU be cafit into th4 
«hsdo~~etc 

Jobs Dos. 



Jvpiter, 7A l^Jien, 7A Omek 
4th month —79^ 

MoBT BBAVi: AND KOBLE JuDOK : 

Ton are a great man — so acknowledged in the Spheres — 
and Earth shall not long be ignorant of the &ct. Tonr name 
it a household Word n{> here. Ton and Doctor Nouleman are 
by common consent the two most highly progressive devolop- 
ments short f£ the Zones, and as snch, yon have been elected 
the first Honorary Member of onr Zoological Society. 

K. B. Tonr letter in behalf of the Doctor, I pnt into the 
hand of the President of Snpernal College. He assnres me 
that the etmtideration is jnst, and the Doctor shall be 
progressed by the title yon aslt for him, at next oommenoe- 
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Cbif/KfeiiAW^. —Ab 70a "tickled" tba Doctor, be hi^ a»< 
omrdJDg to agnement, " ticUed " jtra in letBm. X nw Vn- 
f«nor EsoukpinB jeeterda;. He bu received tba Dootor'a i^ 
TOr oontalniDg tat^/aetor^ ii»ducemmU for yimi {woootioB. 
Yoar great talenta tod attaioneattt iliaU net kmg KMiiii ■•• 
i^^iedated doiro there, for the vanl of & dtgrm. The Tnia* 
leea of CelMtial UniTorutj vill meet on the £nt djtjr of April, 
prtuamo- I bold & stnog which I oen pnll eStetmU; at besiU 
qwrten. Beat aaa;- Ton shxll ba dnbbed at oaoa J>. D.^ 
I4, li. T)., 7. B. A. 8. S. Ton will then he enured a nabob 
amoAg the Literati, and I can aeenre 70a an invilatioa to d»- 
Uvet tba amiDal address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, 
or, if that cannot be oompasaed, I bold the reBpeotive commit- 
tcM under my indiTidoal thumb, and can get yon nnanimooaly 
elected to apeak before the Alomni of the Bthereal Inalitnta; 
or ffn the addnea at the Serentb Sphere Agricoltwal V*ir, 
or proDonnce &e (oatHa at the laying of the oomer-atone of 
Liberty Uonnment, to be erected 09 tbo AoropcJia of the Ser* ' 
entb Ciielai to oommemonite the advent of tiie Spirit of Ac 
Uermaid aad the boly cnBade from the Zonei, whieb iasned in 
the complete liotory of Spirittulisn and 'Wwwi'a Ugbta in. 
the "Bndimental Sphere." 

You may, dear Judge, take your choice of the ^poinlqtentt^ 
tttlier of vhiob will fbraiab you a moct oajpital oj^foitBsily to 

Tominbamtosy,. 

dmov. HAOim. 

' p. S. Judge, ezot jonndf to the ntmoet of your oomman^ 
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Ing i^tj lor a fruod. Leave sot a Btons uutoroed noi a ta- 
Ilia nnlipped in my favor, leaC tbe Qennaii Neolo^ts and 
Amerioaa TraiBoendentaliBta get the start in the "Badimental 
S^are," aid outstrip me in the tbc« of derelopmeDL Yon are 
wedtjag oeblj. I have no &alt to find. Write, leotore, pub- 
HA. I>oetor Notileman irilt be joor worthy oaa4)<itor. To- 
gtHker pkn— together execute. lam your goaidian spirit. 
Tonr remrd ^all be a golden harvest. 

8. M. 



Pro^rtM Ihini, 6iA Sphere, 7th Cirde. 
4th month — 76. 

Like jou down helow, we have incorporated op bere the pro< 
gTMiive " inatitniioa" of Fopolar Lectarea, and I have seiied 
Ae firrt o^DTtniiil^ to pnt yon on the oonrm. We indeed have 
no laok of distingnished spirits of our own Sphere, snch as Bacon, 
Swedenborg, Newton, Shakspeare, Toltaire, and hosts of others 
who ue abundantly qualified to tnstmct and delight the most 
rablimated and highly-developed audience. But here, as with 
yon, " no prophet is without honor save in bis own country," 
to use a mythological adage. Human nature in the Zones Is 
the same as human nature in the "Bndimenttd Sphere." We 
satnrmaaa have indeed progressed to a far higher state of ipir- 
icity, than you mundamauB, yet we retun onr leading original 
vftoqmcninwjoneof which is the love of novelty. Hence,not- 
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withatADdiDg there are Hodb, Bengal ttgen, aod girdfea) 
among ua, in any qnantit^j yet haviDg no " Etephaot " in our 
aatural history, the spirits are all on tiptoe with cvrioeity to 
"see the Elrphant." What are lions, Bengal tigen, and 
giraffes, roar, growl, and stretch as mnoh as (hey may, to thoM 
who meet them every day f The multitude, even in Spiritdom, 
mnst and viill see " ike Animal," though he comes froio the 
oomparatively undeveloped region of the Zones. 

As to the itemof expense for the trip, allow yourself no catc 
I can easily get you cheeked as a " dead bead " on the Oelestial 
Air Line Express Builroad. So get us np something spicy, to 
tickle the palute of novelty. I will have you annonnced in all 
dailies as " Me Elephant," ^ar eminence. We will create a 
grand rush, raise the Uekets to double prioe, and send yon homo 
loaded with " rooks." 

Tours harmonioQslv 

IscAEloT. 

P. S. Can't yon engage Barnnm for us f A fine opening for 
him up here. I 



iSymmes' 3ote, Rvdimental i^Aere, \tt Cirde. 
12th moDtb. 

Judge Addleqeao: 
Sir, 
I havB DO apolc^ies to make for writing yon. Does a I")"' 
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felloff,accideDt«llj fallen overbnard and resdjr to drovo, whine, 
out to the bystanders, 

" Qentlemen, yoa ara atrangers to iDe, therefore pleaie ex> 
ctue me for soUcitiDg a little of yoar uaistance in keeping my 
head above w»ter ? " No. He sings out " Belp ! help I " with- 
out preface or apology. 

Now that's jnst my case, only a insster-sigbt worse. It's 
cnssed hot doWn here in this great boiling hell-pot of a plaoo. 
There's not a sea that floats on the sorface of this round world 
that I faaTo't sailed, Dot a storm ever blew that I couldn't 
Westber. Bat I'm brought upon my beam ends at last I can't 
navigate this fiery gutph, this subterranean Hell-Oate, fiill of 
rocks and whirlpools, and covered with the thick fog of smokiug 
brimstone. My father wbb an old voyager before me. I suled 
under him eighteen years, studied tbe " old school " navigation 
from beginning to end and wie as good a sailor as ever mauned 
n helm or pulled at A rope. But dad was an old fogy, a regn< 
lar bine-skin. I was for progress, and set out on my own hook. 
I put npon the stocks and launched a new bottom after my own 
model. A finer-looking craft never flosted. But she's gone 
to pieces upon the reeft of perdition. There's not a plank, 
broken spar, nor shred of rigging even to cling to. I'm snr- 
ronnded by pirates, landi^harks, and huge sea-serpents, writhing 
and hiraing and spitting out black poison at me. Judge, I am 
fairly swauiped. Even my sailor's pluck fiuled me, and I was 
ready to strike and go to the bottom, when I chanced to spy 
the ugnsl that you had descried my flag of distress. 

I want to get on deck i^in, bnt, shiver my timbers, if I can 
do it. Nov just bring yotur spiritual life-boat, or fling down % 
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rope to a poor fellow Mid Itelp mo out. It's getting anmndf doWD 
here, that jon are the odIj pilot of skill and daring and good- 
will enongh to veotnre amid the fiery breaken of damnation (o 
BBve helplen caatawajs. Good lock to no. Tbera'a no end 
to the lost in this alioteless, bottomless, maelatroom of death. 
You will have plenty of business, so ship a-hoylronod to! lowef 
yoax loff-toekle, and beafe away, job biave old wrecker. 

Unhaibt Jack. 
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at dT In jrour phUonpb^.* 



IN pnTBOSDM of GflTerDor Lnoy't reoommeDdatioD, in her in- 
AOgnrtl, ft polftecbnic was chartered bj the Legislitare, 
denomiDftted "The Spiritnal UniverBit;," and placed on a 
manifioent foundation, at the expense of government, sot M> 
much from charity as consideiationB of state policy. It \na al- 
together a moat princely inslitDtioii, the coarse of study em- 
hncing every department of learning, and the Board of Instrno- 
lion consisting in tbe main,of native teachers from the Spheres, 
and prominent among them, Aristotle, L. L. D. ; Sooiates, 
D. D. ; Plato, 8. T. D. ; Esculapins, M. B. ; Cicero, L. L. ». J 
Moses, B. B., L. L. B. ; Lord Bacon, William Shakspeare, 
A. M. ; John Milton, A. B. ; John CaWin, B. B., F. R. S. ; 
Right Rev. St. Peter, S. T. P. j Right Hon. St. Paul, S. T. B., 
h. L. B., F. B. S., with a large number of under Professors and 
Tutors; in all, for versatility of genius and profundity of ac- 
qnirenient, by fkr the most " taltated" and " aeeompliiJmd" 
Faculty in the whole country. 

Spiritual University was modeled after the old Peripatetic 

school, in which all iostmctjon was conveyed by familiar con- 

versation or didt^e, affording at once the must facile, agreea- 

.ble and ample method, for tbe imparta^n and aoquisitioo of, 

(848) 80 
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knowledge, iiuumnch as it amda the narrovnesi and reatrio- 
tJOD of prescribed text books, while it affords free and unlimited 
Bcope to the highest discursive faculties of both teacher and 
disotple, forming thus an element of vut ntilitj in the saueDoe 
of edncaiJoD in general and pre-eminently so in its spedGc ap- 
plication to Spiritual University, where it wai optional with the 
professors to dispense iostntction separately or oollectivetj bj 
disserlAtioD and direct colloquial discourse, or if for any reason 
they preferred it, to call forward at their pleasure, an; of iIm 
epirita from either of the Spheres, and by familiar diologne to 
develop the bidden stores of wisdom, as well as rectify the dog- 
mas of past ages, not only for the immediate instraotion of the 
pupils, but the enlightenment and progress of the eommnnity 
at lai^. 

See DOW, with what magio fodlity the old-bahioned bogui 
orthodoxy in science and art, philosophy and religion, was de- 
tected and replaced by the true coin. 

John Calvin and Tom Paine, evoked from their respective 
planes of spiricity, appeared upon the boards in the followii^ 
edifying colloquy : 

Tom : — " Well, friend John," shaking him heartily by the 
band, " here we are on onr old theater again. But how chabged 1 
It liardty looks like the same planet, so vastly has it progressed, 
since we were in the form." 

Caltik : — " Yes, dear Tom, the development of the Rudl- 
mental Sphere has been most wonderful. What a metkmor- 
phosis I Mountains leveled — vallies nused — space annihilated 
— the earth overlaid and seas traversed with nerves of thought 
~- the elements harnessed and made the ready, obedient, al- 
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moet Ben&nt, uid TolnuUiy meuengers pF intelligeiioa I How 
mighty a leap forward of the Uw of progreM ! " 

Tom : — " Sot the propulsioD, so sudden, rapid, ud 
nM^ifieeotly gnad, haa been no more remorkabla in the gross 
material organiam, than in the intelleatual and monl." 

Calvim: — "Very true. While there are donbUeas do 
greater-miada here now, than in our own day and generation, 
yet onltiratfid intellect is infinitely multiplied; and as ednca- 
tion baa developed the masses, it is emphatically the age of 
thought, reflection, experiment — the reign of reason without 
&itli. Hence your dboiples have iuoreased beyond measure. 
Never was in&delity, at once bo rank, and rampant, and subtle, 
and pnralont, as at this present time, and unless arrested, it 
must inevitably reverse the order of progress and plunge ha- 
■nasity backward into the horrible pit of the most undeveloped 
materiatism." 

Tom : — " What I denominate me an infidel t " 

Caltin: — "I mean that others called you so, and alasl 
there are not a few who stubbornly persist in repeating the ao- 
cnaation." 

Toh; — "I know that by my contemporaries in the form, 
geneiaJly, and by their descendants, whose orthodoxy is to be- 
lieve what their fathers before them believed, I am christened 
an infidel. And why 7 Because I was a man of too much 
sense to be trammeled, hoodwinked, and priestriddeu. An 
infidel ! and why f Because I wonld not romain an inert clod 
when within me glowed the promethean fire of God-like spir- 
iei^. Because I would not seal my lips with silence, when, 
through me, nature herself atruggled for utteraace. Because 
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tin vef7 oore of Divioity in m; heart of bnrts wovld artioiiliris 
eternal truth, from out the depths of nudereloped mabaialiua. 
Because my eager Bpirit, huogeriog aod thiratiag far the ill«- 
mioalJOB of superior spirioitj, sought to eeeape from ita ^ay^ 
alis, and, new fledged and nnfettend, to asar amy n imiMrtal 
Buo light." 

CAI.VIN : — " Underetaud me, dear Tom, that /do not atyfe 
yon an ioSdel. You were iudeed a nui vi muss, tbongk the 
public pronouDced yon an insane fool ; and not ody wera ym 
a man of senao, bat a prodigy of wi»dom, albeit the maWtada, 
in odier worde, the mob, denounced you as a rile, sfaamdeai, 
impious, blasphemooB wretch; a moral pest, loatliBoaie and A- 
barred alike in the sight of eartb and the Eonea. 91m troaMe 
was, your philosophy, or more properly ycur spirituality, was 
too profound and luminous for the sensualism of the vnlgar herd 
to appreciate or ooroprehend. To you, it was self-evident truth, 
the bright comsoations of all Inminons spirioity in which your 
towering, god-like soul progressed, while the very intenn^ of 
its bri^tness blinded and bewildered the mass of more unde- 
veloped humanity, leaving them to wade ia the qnagmir« of 
unbelief, and not a few to waJbw in the deep and filthy slough 
of atheism. Not only do they repudiBt«, as yon did, the dog- 
ma^sms, pnerilities, and nonsense of Chrisdanity, but unaUe 
like yon to penetrate with spirit-vision through the fog and 
darkness of formalism, the htnre is terra vteoffnita, an im- 
penetrable, dread unknown. To them death Is the all-life ez> 
tioguiaher, instead of a new birth into the Spheres, and the 
grave, not an advanced stage of development in the career of 
endless progress, but the infinite black night of annihilation I ** 
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IFoH : — " I . am not to blame for t\aX. If people vill ba 
deaf, and blind, and dumb, in a^te of their seDBePf the bolt 
doM Dot lie at my door." 

Calvin : — "Tndy Bpoken. You wrote in a style olear, 
DOTvooa, sod oanstio enough, to give hsariog to the deaf, eyea 
to the blind, and speech to the dumb. But your enemiea gay, 
yon wrote in a bad s^it" 

Ton : — " I oonfoe that my writings wear a tinge of ae- 
Tflrity. And how oonld I help itf I most develop myself. 
The Jaw of pn^eu, working out ita destiny in and through 
me, most be obeyed. Think of my intellect towering above 
thow around me. My head butted the stare. I was a giant 
among pigmies — a matt among puppet* — a spark of diviiiity 
anrrouoded by the gross rubbish of sensualism. The beingi 
called mea — what were they 7 Veriest automatons — unde^ 
v^ped earth-maohiues. Oh ! how I loethed their groveling, 
cnsging, pttsillsnimous submission to the yoke of Ghristianiam, 
apparently unconscious of their ttndevelopmeat, and that sub- 
lime destiny ever beokoning tfaem onward to the Zones. How 
it stirs my blood to think of it. Can you wonder that I spoke 
ontf How oonld I smother the divinity within me and ke«p 
my K^ht hid under a half bushel 7 " 

Calvin : — " Truth, Thomas, every word tnith, and foUy 
do I appreciate it. Had you not possessed the patience of 
Job, combined with the meekness of Moses, to quote a cant 
phrase of the pietists, how could yon have refrained from im- 
prindng your burning thoughts with a pen of steel, red ho^ 
aad dialed in the wormwood and gall of MtttfMSS, boilad dows 

80* 
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to black lye io the fiei; faraace of infidelity, the most em- 
firmed and iDteoBelj maligoant. ^ 

^M : — I' Right, John. Nov jon talk like a philosopher 
and a gentlentaa, io short, like a ' simon pare' spiritoalist. How 
difierent from your old orthodoxy — your blue light — total de- 
piavity — wbioing lepentance — elavish fear — divine decrees 
— etenial beU and fiiry — yoa can and yon can't, you shall 
and yon shant, and yoa-ebaH-be^amned-ir-yon-don't creed. 
Dont you Bee now, brother John, that with all my bbck-bearled 
infidelity, and fiendish blasphemy, and fonl obscenity, as my 
enemies termed it, I was nevertlietess infinitely aliove you all, 
on the score of intetlectnal and moral develt^ment. How I 
looked down with scorn and contempt upon the w;hole world of 
Bcientifio dwarfs and Christian pagans, and babel of creeds. 
Catholic and Protestant, as in the elrength and grandeur of mj. 
superiority, mental and moral, I soared aloft on the pinions of 
light, and sailed through the clondlesa blue ether of the Spheres I 
And yet was I comparatively undeveloped — a fettered prisoner 
in the materiality of rudimentaliam, groping in the dark — ■ 
longing and seeking for light, yet entangled in the horrible 
labyrinths of pagan midnight. Had Spiritualism then beamed 
upon me in Its present full-orbed glory, how my spirit, escaping 
from its cell, would have monnUd to the highest plane of thought, 
and roamed the upper circles of apiricity ! " 

Calvin: — " What a calamity to the cause of science and 
reli^on, what a deplorable loss to bumanity itself, that you did 
not appear early in the eternal series of development. Had you 
only issued upon the stage of ezistonce when time was youDg, 
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bow different would have been the history of the nniTereej nnd 
^ especially of earth I " 

Tom: — "Tes. It would not have remained aa it did, 
tbraugh countleea ages, dreary, lifeless, motionless, chaotic, but 
moulded into shape, Bymmetry, and hannooy, it wonld, long 
ere this, have been far out of sight on tbe track of progressl" 

Caltin : — " Yon do not mean, Thomas, to he understood, 
that prior to tbe phenomenon of your advent in the form, the 
system of nature, or any part of it — the Rudimental Sphere, 
for iuatance — had no existence; that there was no sun, nor 
moon, nor stars, neither vegetation nor inhabitant." 

Tom : — " What, Cal. ! are you not yet sufficiently progressed 
to understand the simplest elementary truths f I mean that, 
previous to the manifestation of myself and Spiritualism, the 
world was in its rudimental state. There were the ^ermt of 
form, life, activity, bat they were not ez[«ndcd. There re- 
posed, latent and undeveloped, the seeds of things, of vegeta- 
bles, animals and men, the most forward of nhicli had only 
sprouted, a few were in the bud, but none had advanced to the 
maturity of tbe fruit or the blossom." 

Calvin: — "Tou do not mean to say tt) ere were no ad- 
Tanoed phenomena of the human biological, intellectual and 
moral. What think you of Iiord Bacon, Sir Isaac Newton, 
Galileo, and La Place ; of Socrates and Plato ; of Homer, Shaks- 
peare, and Milton ; of Napoleon and Wasfaiii,st'>n ; of King 
David, Solomon, St. Pant, and other like developments in the 
history of the Rudimental Sphere 7 " 

Tom: — "Now, John, are you really so ignorant still? Or 
do yon mean to manifest antagonism to me, and introduce dis> 
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harniony into the SphereB. Beware, bevare. Forget die old 
tricks jrou were op to whea id the form. 

Calyin: — "No, no, mj dear Puae, we are in unity. 
There is not the alighteat shade of discord between na. It is 
not at all on my own account, that I appear thus to donbt or 
cavil or query in any caae, bat for the cnlightenineDt of the 
circle, and through it, of benighted mortals Btill dwelling in the 
form." 

Tom : — " Well, Cal., I tbongbt it nnaccounUbly strange, it, 
with yoar present prt^ession, yon could hare the face to cast 
the faintest shadow of donbt upon the fact of my superior 
spiricity." 

Calvin: — "Doubt yonr transcendental ensphereroent in 
the uppermost oirole 7 As soon might I doubt any other self- 
evident truth, the existence of the Spheres themselves, or the 
truthfulness of Spiritualism, for example. 

To evince my profound appreciation of your preeminence as 
the pioneer explorer of the Zones, as well as of the boundless 
trilds of science and philosopby, I was about to turn our dis- 
course upon the topic of your travels through tbe Spheres, that 
the world might reap the benefit of your adventures, and hail 
you benefactor of the race." 

Tom : -^ " a very timely suggestion, my dear Calvin, which 
I have anticipated, and one that will afford me the opportnnily 
of inl^re^ting and. enriching the public with the fruits of my 
pilgrimage and discoveries. The great Christopher Columbns 
crossed the Atlantic and nnwittingly run agrouod upon a New 
Continent in the Rudimental Sphere, while I have traversed— 
not a mere rivulet like theAUaotio — but llie shoreless and 
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hitherto trackless ocean of Spirioity, and bronght to light, not 
an iDRigoificant speck of land like North America, but a Kew 
Earth and new Heavens. Golnmbne found himself so com- 
pletely eclipsed bjr the intelligent conception, the hold, daring, 
and transcendent sucoess of mj adventures, that, oovered with 
chagrin and mortification, he has thrown aside bis chart and 
compass in despur, and retired into obscorit;, a disappointed 
man. Bat pardon me, taj most magnanimous Cal., I peroeiTO 
joor eagerness to enter upon our coHoqvial disqaisition. The 
welfare of our brethren in the form, the progress of humanity 
and Spiritualism, is hindered by our dels/. Ask what qnw- 
tioos, pro|>oand what queries ;ou choose, you will find ms 
everywhere at home." 

Calvin : — " Well, Thomas, to begin at the beginning, ex- 
pound to us in outline the grand fqndamenbtl theory of devel- 
opment." 

Tom : — " That I can do in few words. Matter and spirit 
are but the phenomena or attributes — whether dormant or ae- 
tire, visible or invimhle — of the Supreme Law of Development. 
This Law first reposed, the self-existent, allnsreative Force, im- 
bosomed in illimitable blank apace. All was the universal vend 
of undevelopment. The period for mani/atation arrived, when 
by apontaneoni combustion the ocnstitaents of matter were 
evolved in atomic particles or nuclei, suspended inert and im- 
perceptible throughout the depths of boundless, ulent, gloomy 
vacuity. This was the starting point of proffreu, or the Law 
of Development in active opention. And now the grand pro- 
cess of creation set forward. By the inherent, self-impelling 
Ibree of atCnotion, drawing the particles of matter into orgaaio 
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contact, firiction vaa prodaced, trhioh of neaeantj geocnted 
heat and light, or tho principles of life and 1oo<Hnotioii, and 
vhich, in the progress of develapment, baTs issued into til the 
endless manifestations of Nature, inanimate and animate, rudi- 
menCal and apherical. 

Or to speak in the more exact and Boiendfio tenaa of the 
Noir Philosophy. "The Law of Development, the Law of Le- 
velopmeat in Progression, organized the first Orb-Orettion in 
form of appearing as one globuUr OTarium, which was the germ 
of the terrestrial universe of universes; and within the globu- 
lar was the embryo of the external of the universal, impersonal 
creation, as one curvilinear ovariom; and within the onrvilin* 
ear the germ of the external of the univere^, peraooal, orintel- 
lectual creation, in form of one vortioal ovarlDin." 

" In the beginning of the orb-formation, preparatocj for mao- 
formatioDS, vehicles of Quickening Spirit into intelleoUtal fop- 
natiouB, the universal ooncnvity and the universal oonvexi^, 
were oo-enfolded and enoompaesed in the universal Zodiac, aud 
within the concavity was tiie visible disclosure unto the geim 
of the Terrestnal." 

Calttn : — " Kxoeedingly lucid and satisfactory exposition 
of a dark and knotty subjeot, friend Thomas. To condi the 
same &ots in the vulgar tongue of the Budimental Sphere, I 
suppose yon waold eay that all the manifestations of matter and 
spirit aacend in regular progression firom inferior to sapeticr 
oiguismfl, the superior being nothing more nor less than the 
legitimate productions of the inferior, according to the law of 
Nature, and not by the creative power of a personal Qod." 

Tom : — " Precisely so. Particles of matter dampened bj 
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tlw mo'ietnre of th« atmoaph«re exhaled from the fitce of the 
deep, and trartiued bj the geoial inflneace of li^t aed heat 
— ia other words, matter by the proceiis of fermectatioD trans- 
fonned itself into moving, living, feeling, oiganiHna. A lurap 
«f rand progressed into a cUm ; the clam into a lobster ; the 
lobeter into a qnadraped ; the quadruped into a monkey; the 
monkey into a negro; the negro into a white man; the white 
nan into a woman ; and the woman into an migtl." 

Caivih : — " Sublime theory, and beautiful ta sublime, in 
harmony with reason, oommon B>:u3e, and the nature of things ; 
oanying- with it its own demonstration, for how oflea do we 
meet with people who are exceedingly crabbed. So Uiere are 
the mnlieh, the swinish, the snabish ; the chicken-hearted, the 
lamb-like, the hawk-eyed, the braien-faccd ; with blook-heads, 
leather-heads, and so on, according to their respective pedigrees, 
or the biological channels through which they have been. seve- 
rally developed. Eepeoially is the fact notorious that in the 
ffatu* homo are multiludes of craaken, affording the strongest 
presumptive proof, at least, that a lai^ share of mankind were 
originally but tadpoles, and are pn^resung into a higher and 
more sublimated species of human frogs. 

ToH : — " Exactly. Sueh is the true eosmogony for which 
I can Touoh." 

Oaltin : — " But how could you fathom snch depths of 
mystery 7 " 

Tom ; — "By ths power of my saperior spiridty," 

Calvin : — ^ " Through what process 7 simply theorinng, or 
alaolttte demonstration, or both f" 

Tom : — " Neither — but by aotoal observation. My mJMiOD 
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ms disooTery lo know and leve^ the hitherto nDknown. No- 
tbingdannled hj the kvgeDess of the uDdertakiog, with the New 
Philosophy u my chtrt and oonpfteB, I boldlj struck oat ud 
IbUowed the course <^ nature back to its soaree, lo<Aed olF ioto 
chaos, penetrated the arcana of creation, and returned down th» 
track of progress, scmtiDixing moat mioHtelj, irom b^inning 
to end, the whole process of development." 

Caltim : — " You speak then from positive knowlet^^ f " 

Ton : — " I speak from positive knowledge." 

CalTIN : — "In relation to eveiything?" 

Tom : — " Tee, in relation to everything." 

Caltih : — " Well, as a philoeopher and eye-witBcn, yon 
havenofiddedthetraetheoryDfCreation. Now, as a tbetdogiMi, 
define what God is." 

Tom : — " Qod is not a person, neitbw matter nor tprit, bat 
t principle." 

CaLtiN : — " Self-ezistent, or self-created 7 " 

Tom: — " Self-oreated — the product of developed intnlli* 
genoe." 

Caltict : — "If the Deity be not a peraon, bnt only a prin- 
dple, how shonld we be Unght to pray ? " 

Tom : — " Why thns. Oh, thou Univeraal Principle I thou 
ODinisoient, omnipresent, omoipotont Abstraotioo I the sel^re- 
ated Creator, Preserver, and Beneftctor, by whieh all things 
sprang spontaneously into existence, and in whicb they oontinno 
to progress I we recognise thee as the Almighty Law of Devel- 
opment, enstamped the Sovereign Rnler of the nniveree, and 
by whose operation all natnre is advancing in the maieh of pro- 
gress. O, thon most blessed Abetnot Prinaple, save as from 
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the iiJol-worahtp of ChriatMoity, the infidelit; of the Bible, ind 
the de^tism of priestcnifl. Bring uf into banoonjr with tbe 
'beaatifal and the true/ oii'l ponblo ua apeedil; to progn-u 
ftom the low lands of rudiji eniHlism to the heights of para 
«[nrioit7, when thj power and glury is manifested in the high- 
stjie of pbeaomanft. And Oh ! our Lav of Derelopment, thou 
most holy dciBo Principle, vhieh was and ia, and ii to be, the 
odI; Potentftto imd Great I am, help na ever to feel the pres- 
enoe of thy workinga, in the career of manifest deatjny. And 
finally, thou most Mighty Law, may we never in our unbelief 
throw obstmctions upon the tnwk of thy prc^re«s, but rever- 
ently aoqniesoe in the motiona of thy propelling foroe, till wo 
reach the apex of the cone of Development, and poise onr iden- 
tities in harmonic unity, forever and ever, Amen." 

GALVlti : — "Most beautiful, comprehensive, and affecting 
manifestation of the spirit of devotion and pious homage. In 
all the elements of true worship, how i&fioitely superior to tbe 
Lord's Prayer, which I was wont to repeat while in the form. 
By the way, Tbotuas, tell us what estimate we ought to put 
upon the Bible." 

ToH : — "The same as upon any other book made up of 
some truth and a great deal of eror." 

Calvin : — "But were not its authors inspired? " 

Tom ; — " No mora than any other Mediums are ioepired." 

Caltin: — "They were, then, simply spiritual Mediums?" 

Tom : — " Nothiog more nor less." 

Calvin : — " How then oould they promulgate either &lse 
<a enoneous oomDinaications ? " 

81 
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Toh: — "In Tsrions ways. The Medinma may have been 
loir ID the grade of spiricity, comparatively andcveloped, weak 
in intellect and moral Btamioa. They may alw have been 
warped by their own opinioos, wills, prejadiees, and ituBgioa- 
tions ; or by the controlling influenoe of gross, undeparled epifiM 
around them ; or low, sensual, perverse departed !>piii(s might 
have been intentionally deceived and ted (bein astrsy. Either 
one or more of these Buppositiona will sufficiently account for 
tiie blunders, absurdities, and ftlsities, througboat the ChHatian 
Bible, as well as fur all heterc^neous, contradictory, deceitful, 
silly, uncouth, vulgar, and false demonstru lions." 

Caltin : — '■ The Bible, therefore, is not a revclutioa from 
Qod, nor the prodnct of its several authors, but a eeriesorcom- 
muoications from departed spirits, through their respective 
mediums or amanuenses." 

Tom : — " Yes, that is the sum and subsUnoe of it, except 
those portions originating in the mcdiams tlemsdves. But lest 
any should be disposed to doubt my veracity, Doctor Paul is 
present and ready to corroborate and confirm whut I ssy. Am 
I not right, Doctor ? " 

St. Padl : — "I count myself happy, most noble Pnina, in 
the opportunity of bearing witness to the truth, touching t^e 
topic whereof thou speakest; especially because I know thee to 
be expert in all questioDS of revelation ; and more especially 
because I can bear record before all who hear me, how perverse 
and evil, and that coDtinnaJly, was my manner of life and doc> 
trine when in the form, and after my ooDverston to Chris- 
tiaitity." 
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Tom: — "Well, Doctor E^o), to begin with the Old Testo- 
ment : — In the light of jour present grade of spirioitjr, what 
aty jou of QeoMis 7 " 

St. Paul : — " About aa true aa anj fiotidous work that is 
■ow printed." 

Tom: — "Of Exodus r" 

St. Paul:— "As good « hookas could be expected in that 
daj." 

Tom : — " (W Leviticus ? " 

St. Paui.:—" Not directly from God, as man supposes." 

Tom:— "Of NumbersT" 

St. Paul:—" Such an ahsnrditj as that ought to be cast 
into the lowest depth of the inferoal regions." 

Tom : — " Of Joshim ? " 

St. Paul : — " Almost tho whole book is Mm." 

Tom : — "Of Jttdges J " 

St. Paul : — " About the same as tho others ; and it needa 
no argument to show that it b Toid of iuspiratjon." 

Tom:— "OfRuthf" 

St. Pacl : — " Without inspiration, the same as tho 
others." 

Tom: — "Of Samuel?" 

St. Paxil : — "A part of it is oorreot." 

Tom: — "Of Kings r" 

St. Paul : — " Maltitudes of mistakea — not oorreot — ■ no 
inspiration." 

(Tom:- "Of KwaT" 

St. Paul : — " By a persoo bearing its name, without iospi- 
ntioo." 
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Tom: — "Of Job?" 

St. Paul: — "Written Uiroogh mediams — wonld haTs 
be«n correct, hod it not been that man deatrojed its purit;." 

Tom: — "Of Psalms f" 

St. Paol : — " Written in the aamo waj, and some of them 
are oor^t." 

Tom : — " Of the Mew Testament ? " 

St. Paul : — " The same as the Old. Both of a pieoe." 

Tou : — " Of the Bible as a vhole, frmn Qenewa to BeTOla- 
tions ? " 

St. PAmi : — " Mens, Mbns, Tekzl, Upeubsik." 

Tom : — "In what light do yon regard the en^ ejBtem of 
Judaiam and Ghrisliauitj f " 

St. Paol : — " Ab » cnnningi; derioed &bl«." 

Tom : — " How was it got up T " 

St. Paul: — " By priestcraft." 

Tom : — " And how perpetnaled ? " 

St. Paul : — "By priestcraft." 

Tom : — " What is its manifest destiny T " 

St. Paul : — ■" Annihilation." 

Tom : — "In what way f " 

St. Paul: — "By Spirittmlism." 

Tom: — "How do yoa look, npon the present atruotare 
of society, and the sUte of civiliution in the mundane 
Sphere ? " 

St. Paul: — "As all wrong — anprogressed-pagan." 

Tom : — " And bow shall it be righted — developed — en- 
lightened f " 

St. Paul:— "By SpiritualUm." 
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Tom : — " What do you consider the cbief appliaaces to be 
employed in the work ?" 

8t. FAtFL : — "In genend. Spirit Circles, Spirit Literature, 
sad LegisladTe Reform ; but in pnrtiontar, yonr ' Age of Rea- 
■00,' Common SeoBe,' the ' Bights of Women,' and year * Pil- 
grimage to the Sereoth Circle.' 

Tom : — " Dootor, yon are an oracle of iriadom. UnbelieTerg, 
Festns-like, will declare yon are beside yourself j that Spirit- 
nalim and mnok progresuoa do make you mad. But the lu- 
nacy and msdnesa belong to your accusers in their want of de- 
Telopment. They, in reality, are insane heretics, while yoa 
speak fOTth the words of truth and soberness, worthy the disci- 
ple of Gamaliel, worthy of yourself, worthy the exalted plane of 
■piricity, to wbiob yon have attained, as the leading Professor 
of Spiritaal XJuiTersity. But pardon me, Doctor Paul, for de- 
taining yon so long. If I have trespassed npan time or been 
tedious in my inqnines, the importance of the subject is my 
apology. 

" And now, brother Calvin, shall we lesume, for a few mo- 
ments, the thread of our disquisition?" 

Calvin : — " I am always at your service, my dear Thomas, 
but as Qovernor Boetoo has been pleased to favor us with her 
distinguished presence on this occa»on, and is one of the most 
highly-developed in the form, I beg leave to introduce her in 
my stead, to oomplete the present ioterview." 

Tom : — "A courteoos suggestion, brother John. I accept 
the substitute. Mies Qovernor, do you acquiesce? " 

LUOT : — " With pleasure." 

Tom : — " Propound any question, at yont opdos." 
81* 
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LvcY : — " What ia tha lowest form of czutenoe in the Stt- 
pedor Spheres?" 

Tom : — " Matter." 

LnCY : — " The game ia ila eotudjtaenta u that of tlie Bn- 
dimeDtal?" 

Tom : — " Exactly like il, only more refined." 

Ldct: — "Whftt is the strnoton and phyuoal geography 
of the Zones f" 

Toh: — " A^noM/aenmikcttMth; more sablimated to 
be sure, but yet oomposod of land and water in endless varie^ 
of mooDtain aod ralley, hill and plain, field and forest : beet- 
ling difb and yawning chasms ; snow-capped peaks and belch- 
ing volcanoes; founUins and rivulets; riven, hkea, and seas; 
scenery the most sublime and beantiful, spread out aad almost 
always smiling beneath cloudless sans, but sometimes shook and 
swept by thnnder and tempest, flood anU Fphercqu^te." 

Lucr: — "This would indicate (hat spirit life in the 
Spheres cannot differ materially from human life on earth." 

ToH : — " Yonr iuferenoe is correct. As the geography of 
Spheredom is an exact type of the geography of Eurthdom, so 
the inhabitants of the former correspond to those of the latter 
ia their physical, mental, and moral characteristics and ac- 
tivity." 

Lucr : — "Are we to understand that the same laws of hu- 
man physiology obtain in the super-mundane circles of spiricity 
as in the mundane?" 

Tou : — " Precisely. In every stage of their progression, spir- 
its carry along with them all the elements of theirearthly mate- 
riality. Having the same physical organs performing the same 
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functions, tbej are just as truly ' in the body,' aa when in the 
form. Hence thej continue, aa usual, to dreaa, and eat,'aQd 
drink, and sleep. In ebort they keep up all their old babits 
of lining." 

Luct: — "Without the necessity of forecast and manual 
labor?" 

Tou : — ~ " By no means. Though nature is prolitio in spon- 
taaeoua productieaa, stJIl noiler tbe strict regimen of her im- 
mutable laws, she compels even her progressed, spiritual chil- 
drcD.to develop tboir subsistence from her hidden stores at the 
coat of indifidual skill, indosti; and economy." 

LccT : — " Is it possible that spirits are obliged to eat bread 
ia the sweat of their brow ? " 

Tou ; — " And why not, pray 7 Does nature change in the 
conditions of her being? No. Everywhere and to all eternity, 
effoft, exertion, ntc IK — as we philosophers would aay — ia the 
essendal, necesssry property of projretnon, which is the out- 
working or external manifestation of the Supreme Ijaw of 
Development ; a property alike indispensable, nuiversally and 
forever indispensable, to physical and mental, moral and social 
health, purity and happiness." 

LtcT : — " What air, then, are the peculiar employments of 
the inliabilants of the Spheres ? " 

ToH : — " As a matter of course, all the various ocoupationa, 
useful and ornamental, in the respective departments of art, 
science, manufacture, commerce, agriculture and speculation." 

Lucy : — " What are the prevailing amusements in the 
Zones f " 

Tou: — "MuuG and dancing ; a ooostaot nmtiQe of con- 
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oerts, pftrtiea, balls, Bad operas; eight-seeiog, boDtiDg, fisfaiog, 
and'gamiDg, particularly card-plajiog, &o." 

Lugt: — "Axa there distiactiouB of oaste in eodet/ 
there ? " 

Tom : — " Very great." 

LccT : — " Oa what grouad ? " 

Tom : — " The aoore of apiricity. £ach anccessive circle 
eoDstitutei a diatinat and separate oIaj*8, the highest or vj^r- 
weeitt, aDsweiing to the 'upper-tens' of the Budimental 
Sphere." 

Luct: — "Soirith yon there is only the aristocracy of spir- 
icity, irrespeotiTe of wealth or connections 7 " 

Tom : — " That is the rule, though it sometines happens that 
where spirits wish to be exceedingly select, they take the 
liberty to pass by their neighbors who may be either not so 
wealthy or of less noble birth, or Bprits of ootor. However, 
as a gener&l thing, there are no mere artificial distinctiona 
in spirit society, For instance, during my travels in the 
Spheres, while exploring the western wilderness of the Sixth 
Circle, far beyond any spirit abode, as I anpposed, I chanced 
to light upon a wigwam, and entering, who shonid I Snd there 
bnt old Daniel Boone, Blaolc Hawk, and Dr. Franklin. They 
belong to no church, they acknowledge no creed, but together 
spend their time alternately, in trapping, chasing deer and buf- 
falo, and looking from Natnre up to Nature's Law of Do- 
vdopmentl 

" Furthermore, as there ia no personal caiie in the Zones, 
so ia there no aristocracy of business or aTocation in any singie 
Circle. To my surprise I found John Bnnyan keeping tav- 
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era kt the foot of Delectable HonDtaiii, Oenenl JackioD is 
ft bUoksmith ; Cromwell, a tinker; Hartio Luther, ui aootioB- 
-«er; John Calvin, D. D., the ver; amiable and aooomplisfaed Pro* 
fesaor in Spiritual Uuivenity, owns a brewery and drivsa « 
■plendid boBiDess Ginoe the repeal of the Maine Iaw; Hmothf 
I>wight, Jonathao Edwards, Dr. Chalmera, and some other cel- 
ebrated divines in spiritdom, spend their time in writing sermoDi 
for their snoeeBBOrs in the form; Father Abraham isa butcher; 
John Wettley keeps a ten-pin alley at Spiritual Springs; Qeneral 
Patman peddles yankee notions; Cnvier, Bufibn, and Qold> 
smith, hare formed a oo-partnership in the breeding of Shang- 
bais; while others less famous in histoij, follow the learned 
professions." 

Lnor : — " Ton astonish ns, Mr. Psine, with tbe morreloDt- 
nesB of your levelations." 

Tom : — "I oould easily astonish you irith equal wondeiif 
to the extent of many volumes." 

Lqot: — '■Doubtless, and great would be our satisfitetion 
in list«ning to the recital. It is earnestly to be hoped we may 
yet have that pleasure. At present, however, we are admon- 
ished by tbe dial tube brief. With the permiasioii of the 
professors and your own, I would like, before the dose of thit 
interview, to put a few interactions in relation to several tO{K 
ios of tiie first degree of interest." 

ToH : — " I am at tbe service of your Ezcellen^." 

Lncr: — " What is the prevuling form of dvil government 
in the Spheres ? " 

Ton : — " Invariably demoontio, or, more atiietlj ipeddng^ 
ft representative democracy.". 
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Lv(T : — "Do femalM exercise the elective fraDchise, aai 
■re thej eligible to public office f" 

ToH : — "Id all respects, tbe popniatiou of the Zones en- 
joying eqnal political privileges, without distioctioii of gender. 
Of the tno tbe frirsex are b; fu* tho more popular, and are in 
realit; at the head of goverDmeiit in both the ciiil and social 
oommoDwealth. For exaiii[Je, in the Sixth Circle, General Fan* 
ny Wright ia IVesident of the Federal Union. Her entire 
Cabinet is composed of females, vhile General, now George, 
Washington holds tbe poet of corporal in tbe inititia." 

Ldgy: — " Id spiritual coartahipand marriage^ which party 
is aocnstomed to take the lead t" 

TOH : — " The bride ; in every instaDce. Henoe, in all tb« 
Spheres, there U not to be found a single old nauid." 

LcCT : — " What is the prevailing style of GOstume, partioa- 
larly in the wrclea of fashion ?" 

ToH : — " Invariably Bloomer. Indeed BlaomeT-itm is the 
handmaid of Woman's Bights, and Woman's Rights are a oon- 
■titnent element of Spiritualism." 

Lucy : — " It is held that, as persons progress Id spirituality, 
they also glow in harmony, love, good-will ond charity. What 
therefore is the general character of the. dwellers in the Zones, 
fbr benevolence and kindness?" 

Tout — "They are, for the most part, exceedingly generons 
and kind, cspeoiBlly to Btrangers. In all my pilgrimage to the 
Seventh Circle and back again, I was treated with tbe vtmoat hos- 
pitality, save in a solitary instance. Faint and exhanated with 
fiutiDgaDdtraveliog, I approached a farm bouxe of goodly dimen- 
noos and near by which, was a large number of cows graung ia 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



Follies of ths XIXth Cshxubt. 871 

a field of InxuriaDt clover. Eateriog the kitchen door, and lean- 
ing on my staff for support, I craved of the good dairy-womao, 
a litlle milk to qneocb my tbirat and impart Btreogth to my 
weaiy frame; viierenpon she turned me off with a short pint 
of buttermilk, and for which I was obliged to pay her two cenu! 
I progressed, hoping the good woman might soon bo developed 
into a higher plane of spiricity." 

Lucr : — ■ " Is it practicable for individuals while in tho form 
to pass to the Zones and return f " 

Toh: — "Certainly, but rarely. We have a distinguished 
instance of the kind, in tho case of Judge Addlcbend. His fni- 
mous " letter " produced so profound a sensalioD and awakened 
sod) enthusiastic joy throughout the Zones, that a deputation 
of distinguished spirits was commissioned to invite and escort 
him tbiUier as a public guest. His progress was a continued 
triumph. Every possible distinction of honor was heaped upon 
him, and aa the climax of which, be was voted the entire free- 
dom of the Spheres; to go and come at his pleasure, free of 
expeose; and in addition to which, a handsome fortune was 
bestowed npon bim, by individual subscription, in token of the 
invaluable service ho hod tendered to the cause of Spiritualism 
in the publication of his ' Letter.' Nor is this all. Leaving 
his great twin manifestation and co-adjulor, Doctor Z. Socrates 
Nouleman, to superintend the development of humanity in the 
Eonn, or the temporal welfare of mankind, the Judge, as the 
very incarnation of the Law of Development, conceived the ex- 
ceedingly original, bold, and striking plan of rescuing lost spir- 
its from the pit of perdition. Successful in the very first at- 
teu^it, he published himself to the nnfortunates as the only and 
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Almigbtjr Saviour. But his benevolence not satisfied with the 
deliveriDoe of a single soul at a time, he is now engaged with a 
ipiritaal Boring Machine and Steam Faddy in cutting a tonnel 
and alaircase up through the eternal rocks that wall \a the realms 
of darkness; so that all Hell can rush at onoe lato the appei 
eircles of heavenly Bpirioityl" 
The int«rvieiT closed. 
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"Oat, Titmpodun I 
QiiMk-olTlnl, etaHtliic maantebuiki— Timr lUn 
I* to luk* Hiud mim iliik, ud (kk ai«a klU.' 

IN all the " ragioD loaDd abnut," & varietur of physicians had 
aprnng op, administeriDg relief to the sick, upon the newly- 
discovered prtnciplea of Spiritaalism. 

Next to numberless were the allmente that flesh, in time 
past, was unconscious of being "heir to," and of which were 
furnished diagnosis and remedy, by a spiritual inspection of a 
lock of bnir, and all for the simple sam of one dollar I 

Prarripliont Inundated the community, frem which nomer- 
ous individnaU eipprien<ied a speedy cure, even before they 
Wire themselves aware of being diseased. 

Other doctors, less fnniou«, rould delect disease when openly 
palpable, and treat it with tolerable sbill, but their pathnlc^ 
and practice being of a more ordinary i'tamp, tlicir utility was 
therefore not generally appretinted nor understood. 

It was an extremely mystfrious theory, this crJnopnthy — 
and hence more scieniific and satisfactory — holding as it did 
that all disorders in the human pystem manifested themselves 
fnndameDtully in the hair, fur the reason that the skull was 
sympatheticjilly affert''d. 

33 (878) 
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We have often wondered at the decreca of Providence, out 
never doubted tbeir jiutice, although often appaTently unequil. 
Imagine a poor bald victim afflicUd with a complication of 
"rcUffia" — "new and old" — yet stripped of the only mesne 
or condition necessary to make available the prioeleas art of 
the hair-inspecljog doctors. 

Although, without positive knowledge on the subject, we 
must nevertheleas believe, that the kind-hearted epiriis could 
not suffer a fellow mortal to dng himself to the cloee of sncb 
a miserable existence, nnrelieved, simply because be happened 
to be bald-bead«d. We might, therefore, safely anticipate -the 
adoption of an expedient, in behalf of the hairless uifortunales, 
byasubstitutelock clipped from the patient's ici<7/ Nay, reader, 
down with your incredulity at this supposition, for is it not 
manifestly in keeping with the whole history of spiritnal devel- 
opment ? * Nor is It un philosophical. Because, spirits say, 
that all sjrmptoiQS of disease tend to and locate themselves in 
the hair. Now, syinptoms are things. It cannot be suppoeed 
they will inhere and terminate in the barren skin of the poU, 
for they are ihffuuie and lend to hair. Hence it b not illog- 
ical to affirm, ihut if tlcy find no hair on the scalp, the place 
where it ought to grow, and where they might reasonably ex< 
pect to find it, they will seek the nearest hair to be found, 
which being the wig, it must as an inevitable consequence be 
the receptacle of the symptoms. 

Impartiality, however, requires as to state that another 
school, or in reality another branch in the same school, adopted 

* Wtis DO B..I1W dUuiIo U uj doctiliMof tlw Half ScrffitDiH, or Uh oat-wsrk- 
tofi Df ehilfUajil^, bat t«hiiki^ *nd aicliuliilT la Uodon SptriCoiUn*. 
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\'nh great anooess a modiGcation of the above theory. They 
started with ideatical data, but reatooed adversely. Their di- 
agnosis WRS the aame, their prognosia totally different. " We 
agree with the hain^athUl*," uid they, " that symptoms are 
tbiDgs. Bat there cannot be a thing vithont fiubstanoe, dot 
sDhstanee withont gravity ; therefore, diseme is never sublimated 
in the apez, bat always pre<Hpitated at the base of the system, 
from which it follows conclMively, that the (*r»n'nti» of tfaa 
i^mptoms is not tbe cffptfu jn/w, but the uni/nH pedi$ poSicitf 
that is to say, not the hair of the omaintn, bat the nul of the 
great loe!" This tbeoty, more philosophical, marked by 
greater common seose, and resting on a de^m- Jbttndatwn than 
its aatagooism, was at once in the ascendant, speedily acqnir- 
ing nniversal celebrity. The public prints carried to every io- 
Talid in tbe land the happy intelligeooe, that a shaving ftom 
the nail of the great toe, sent by mul, accompanied with TWO 
BOLLAXB, postage paid ! would convey an accurate knowledge 
of the disease and secure a prescripdoo, which if faitbfally fol- 
lowed, according to directions, would inevitably work a perma- 
nent cure. Qreat was the demand for jack-knives, and many 
a poor wife performed secret amputations, cleaving the horny 
substance to the quick, after the "symptoms," at the imminent 
hazard of becoming u cripple, and tha expense of her hoaband's 
beat razor! 

But all this was Spiritualism only in the bud, and destined 
soon to be succeeded by the flower and the fruit. 

Z. Socrates NoisleQiao, the prince of Mediums, and Apos- 
tolic Vicar of Spiritdom, though what would be oallod " well to 
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' do in the world," eondaded to tnrn hia lutDd to phjsic, not-'* 
u will tppetur — for the sake of gain, but W & benefactor. 

Among other employments which he had foQowed for » 
liTelihood, in days gone bj, was that of agent Ear a patent 
aiediobie. This profeaeional advantagement fumiahed him an 
iutimal« knowledge of Anktomj and Phjuolog;, which fortu' 
satelj wai now hnnight into plaj. Having natoiaU; a keen 
•je in hia head, and obserring the uniTeraal aUibSi^ of man- 
Idnd with their huthering afl« "spiritnal" p<^one, in tha 
yeamiog of his bowels of pity, he decided on haTiDg a " ran." 

Aecordinglj, & geneiml meeting of tbe " circle " was ooDTened, 
and having revealed to them mitiy mjsterioos mystAries, Z. 
Boontes, with one band on hia breast, and the other thmst to 
the bottom of bis pocket, as if uoconacionsly feeling tat 
*' change," threw back hb bead, looking the pictsie of boneit 
ngscity, and said — 

" iMten je to me. This eirtbl; Sphere is fiQ of three 
thinp — /oUu—ditttmpen — and qvaekery. Of this big 
world-hospital, I am superintendent and chief ^ymaxa, by 
the appointment of the spirits. The;r have conferred npon mw 
the very higKett medical degree, with a 'spiritaal' diploma, 
imparting an exact knowledge of all the naladiee, aetoal and 
possible, both of body and mind, and their only remedies. The 
appointment is not only merited, bvt imperative. I am not at 
liberty to decline it. 

" Therefore, if ye be ailing at any time, ye most ooasoh me, 
the physioiui-in-ohief, wit^nt d*^7f »^ eharge rreiybody to 
do Ukewise, lest ye all die. 
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" Huk ye. Those hairy spiiils, are not medical splHla. 
The; do not doctor right. They ue quMtks, and lo are all 
oAers that hare manifested themselves. Xbey have killed 
many. Alopathisla drug their patdenli, hjdropathista pickle 
them, pepperopatbistB steam tbem, homeopathista Btarve them, 
hatropalhists thave them, and so between BalivatiDg, pickling, 
steaming, starriDg and thaving, it is hard to calculate whether 
there be more patients oared than victims made. Beware I 
heware I Te are in danger. I smell the poison abont yon 
now." 'Whereupon those preaent, supplied with spiritual 
msdicine — aa most of them were— all agreed it 'hnrt' them, 
and at once throwing their ' physic to the dogs,' they changed 
phj/tieiant. 

The flmeller had eridently atraok the scent. Next day 
In ftont of his door wag displayed) in mammoth characters, the ' 
following sign : — 

" Z. SocaATES N02ZLEMAN, SpIRITOAL M. D., K. Q. X., 

Oltactort Mbdiuu, Phtsiciak Atin Sdrqeon — by ap- 
pointmentof the Rotal MiDicAt Collxqb of the Zones. 

" Prescriptions carefnlly made ont, nnder the direct supervi- 
sion of the Medical Faculty of the Seventh Sphere. 

" (hiutJfation hour* at all titna." 

The effect greatly snrpassed the professor's most sangninc 
liopes. The circles, aa matter of oonrac, being all more or leas 
diseased, daily frequented the office of the new Spirit Doctor. 
His prices for single prescriptions ranged from two dollars to 
ten, according to the nature of tbe complaint and condition of 
the patient— uniformly cash in hand, it being well nnderstood 
that he kfjit no book*. 
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As migbt bo expected, Doctor N &t once took the lead 

ID his profesaioD, as medivmii/, the Founder aiid Chief Jhw 
titiuner of SpiriiopatAj/. 

But time hulcDed to the fioal and crowning maaifestation of 
Spiritualism. Fame blew her bngle over her favorite son. Its 
notes were the knell of Quaokdom. Hygeia stretched her 
scepter over the world. Disease fled away. Death stood 
aghast 1 And no marvel, for the subtle ollVctories of ourgreat 
SpiritopatUist had ferreted out the fDodunental principle, that 
all disorders in their noroiBl origin and ah-normal process are 
conditioned and propagated bj spiritaal mttuma, wbich was 
amplj demonstrated by a course of the most nice and ^ati/!f8c 
tory eiperimeot with bis nasal organ, which served the capuci'y 
of a clairvoyant stethoscope, and whose delicate acutencss uo 
essence, however attenuated or occult, could evade. 

The only thing now wanting to secure perpetual longevity 
to the race, and rob Old Mort&lity of his dues, waa the inven- 
tion of a universal specific. This was readily furnished by the 
spiritual pharmacopceia, and consisted in the quintessence of 
^iritual orders, sublimated to the point of indivisihiliiy. It 
may puzzle the reader to imagine bow a volatility so infiailely 
attenuated could be obtained and confined for use. The pro- 
cess was simple. It was not iodigcnons, but exotic, a produrt 
of the Seventh Sphere. The spirits having expresfcd and 
volatilized it by a "Bpiritual" apparatus, conveyed it by tele- 
graph to our chief physician, who resolving it by spiritual 
analysis into two kinds — one for internal, the other for exter- 
nal application, including surgery — coD6ned it in proper 
quantities in miniature phials, which phials ho scientifioally 
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labeled respectively J/in. A'ii. (Minimus Nihil) and Max. 
XU. (Mnximus Nihil) — in plain English, the litllett nothing 
and the higgeit nothing. Not hj any means that his nostrum 
WBB a nonentity; but these terms were selected, as the best that 
liDguagQ affords, to express even an approximate definition of 
the "ITniverral Spiritual Catholican and Elixir of Life." The 
name of the Spiritual Medicine Man, as Doctor Nozsleman wua 
called, ^r exeellcnce, was a household word. Sach at length 
became bis skill, he bad no more than to meet persons on the 
bighwf^, or pass them at their daily avocations to detect the 
premonitJons of disease lurking in their systom, and of which 
bis benevolence would not permit them to go unwarned. As 
tbe barometer foretokens foul weather, and the galvanic battery 
sendH its message on lightning wing, oatatripping steam and 
tempest, to arrest the fugitive assassin or snatch tbe mariner 
from coming shipwreck, so our Smelling Medium snnfBng the 
ubiquitous proximity of tbe malaria, at almost any distance, 
tninsmittcd telegraph admonitions in every direction, by which 
multitudes marked for victims were rescned from the stealthy 
approach of consumption, the irmption of the deadly epidemic 
and the fatality of accident. 

The celebrity of tbe great Socrates spread not only through 
tbe United States, but across the great water into distant 
counirips. Biisiiienn no multiplied upon his hands, that by di- 
rection of the spirits (probably as matter of convenience and 
economy) lie erecied an Infirmary of immense dimensions and 
published to tbe world bis readiness to receive patients on the- 
rooat reaionnhle terms. 

TboQsands flocked to the great Spiritnid Hospital, alt of 
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Hhom— MY9 ihom " doetorr J to dfnlh" by the " old schools," 
It loMt, till past the possibility of reooreiy^were restored 
and seot home, krtned with their spiritual sinelliDg bottles, an 
oooaBiotuJ sunff of which made them forever imperriotisto th« 
malaria, and a slight rubbiog with the oork me mffioieot to 
onre the riebets or mend a broken leg. 

The "entering places" of both continents veie deserted. 
I'affembnrg— as the new inititation was called— 'became the 
place of all resort; the Spiritual Mecca, to which valetudina- 
lians from every quarter, fkrand near, thronged on pilgrimage 
after health. 

The "nnivereal SpJritaal Catholioon, and 'patent' Elixir 
of Life," swept the field. The age of hambng nostrums was 
past. Bnudreth, I'itoh, Townsend, and all the "craft," wirh 
your " extracts," " compounds," " magnetios " and tratli, fare- 
well I Tour own "miraeuloos inventioDs" and "infallible 
remedies" cannot save you I Oood-by qnacks I Oood-by 
qoBckeiy I And 

"All mat&dies, 
Of gbasdy spasm, or racking torture, qoahntt 
Of heart-rick agoo; ; all fbieriili kinds; 
Coamlsions, epilepties, Hctob oatarrtu ; 
Intestine aUine and ulcers ; oholio pangi. 
Demoniac phrenaj, mopiog melancholy, 
Marnsmas, and wide-WMtlng pestilence ; 
DropBiea, nnd aathoins, and joiot-racbingrhenms," 

with every olber ailment, accident or infirmity, incident to 
mortal flesh, not exccptiog even old age, gray hain, apeotaolea 
■nd omtahes 1 — eTeilasting adieu I 
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Soep^osl banisb unbelief — Courage I poor bed-ridden onea ! 
—and leap for joy,Oye cripples! while you read tbefoUowiag 
■ample of the numberleBS oertifioateaponredin for the proprietor 
and profeaaor t^PaSbmburg, aa voluntary offeringa &am his 
grateful patients, embracing mnlUtudea of the moet dis- 
tinguished personages : 

" Dear Doctor : — I will be one hundred and ninety-three 
yeurs old on the first day of April next. For one hundred and 
one years I have been bed-ridden, and having lost the use of 
my voluntary powers, I was uDiible to stir, except when moved 
with a lever. But six weeks ago yesterday, I saw an adver- 
tisement of your Universal, Spiritual Patent Calholicon. I 
bought B pbial of the 'Minimum Nihil,' smeltof the cork, and 
found myself a new man. I can nov outrun the best looomo- ' 
tive, beat a stump-machine at a dead lift, and throw twenty-fivo 
double aomemets without stopping. 

" Yours, with heartfelt gratitude, 

"PeTEE POiTER. 

" p. S. A red flannel cloth rubbed upon a vial of the Max. 
JVi?., and wrapped round a wooden leg, reducea a triple com- 
pound fracture in just seven minutes, and is now covering the 
limb with a fresh cuticle of bark. There is the tnani/erialio* 
of a foot and knee joint. Its sensibility increases, and I have 
no doubt, that in three weeks it will be a perfect leg. 

"You are at liberty to use this testimonial of the miracti- 
Ions power of your Medicine in any manner you obooae, fbrthe 
ben^t of Bofiering humanity. 

"P. p." 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgle 



382 Ldot BoaTOH. 

Z. Socrates, the chief luminarjr of Spiritoalism, ma in the 
zenith of his glory, not however aa a fixed star, but li^e all 
progrative plants, he had reached hia point of onlminalion. 

Mr. Aboer, a tnao of high poblio standing, a prominent 
member of the "circle," and the possessor of a handsome 
property, in the prime of life and bloom of health, wu 
taken suddenly ill, and in spite of the " Pat«at Catbolioon 
shuffled off his mortal coil," and passed to the Spinl-lAod. 
He had been a useful and honored member of society. The 
and-spiritnal portion of the community afflicted at the prospect 
of losing BO valued a citizen and neighbor, besought the relatives 
of the victim to summon the aid of a regular physician, bnt 
in vain. The appeal was met only with indignity, by the spir- 
itnaliEed kindred, who hoped " people would not trouble them- 
selves. The spirits probably understood what they were about 
and needed no assistance from the quacks." 

Soon after the good man's decease, our Splritopathio Uedium, 
in ''his capacity of Exeeuior, called upon the surviving com- 
panion and family, to inform them what the spirit of the de- 
parted wished to have done with the estate. 

" How glad I am, dear Doctor," sud the cheerful widow, 
" that you have called upon us in cur affliction. Yet it is'nt 
much after all, seeing we can communioate with him every day." 

" Yonr husband," said the Medium, " directs me to keep a 
watchful eye over hb estate. My instructions are to convert 
the real and personal property into money, and then he will 
tell me what tc do with it. I have not the time to devote to 
this, but respect for my departed friend vrill not allow me to 
decline. Boudes, I cannot bear to see the property squandered 
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from thee and thy children. There ue notes and ontstaodiDg 
acoonnts, and mooey, which I must take for safe keeping, and 
appor^oD to thee from time to time as thy husband shall direct." 

The affectionate and obedient widow rejoiced at thia mark of 
fiiendship, and forthwith the " piivate secretary" was ran- 
Backed, the Medium taking possession of all the "convertibles" 
on the spot, as sole administrator of the deceased. 

The notes and acconnte were collected, at once, and the per- 
sonal chattels struck off at auotiou, the terms of sale being 

Nothing now remained unadjasted except the real estate, 
consisting of a flne village house and lot, with farm adjacent, 
and a tract of western land. Thia also the deceased ordered 
his spiritnal agent to sell. Accordingly he struck a bai^un 
with a certain speculator, to whom he was to convey (itle on a 
g^ren day and recdve the purchase-money. 

Fanctual at the appointed time, our Medium administrator 
appeared with oonveyances in hand, duly sealed and signed as 
followa : — ^ ■ t 

David Abner (deceased), 
Per Z. Socrates Nozzlemah, H. D., 

Spirilual Agent. 

This singular autt^raph bore a kind of suspicions look to 
the scrutinizing eye of the purchaser, who refused to pay the 
money until the seller oould produce a power of attorney a 
little more intelligible. 

The Spiritnalista were indignant at the incrednlity of this 
suspicions in&del, and assured him that if he would only meet 
with them a single evening, it would be demonstrated befiir« 
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his ejt», that the great prafeesor Nonlemati wu no impottor, 
bat the bona fide agent of the deceased, and aeling nnder hif 
immediate direction and control. But the vary speculator 
■tood in fear of a " trap," and the bargain wu broken off. 

Tbe widon and her ikmily were not only "sold ont" ratha 
oloae, bat kept on short allowance. The Hedinm, however, 
declared that fae disburaed u fast as his instractions allowed. 

The good wife was satisfied with this assnimnce, yet conld 
not bat think that her hnsband had grown very economical 
einoe becoming an iohabitant of the Spheres; nor could she 
oonjecture for what he was boarding his mooey, but she wisely 
oDocluded thst he knew, and woald direct everything to the 
best advantage, both for himself and flimily. 

The sudden death of so estimable and prominent & person as 
Mr. AbHcr, was of course somewhat widely cirenlated through 
the publio printe, by which means (he melsDcholy intelligence 
ohsnoed to reach an abMOt son, and from whom the family had 
received frequent epiritnal communications, furnishing conolu- 
flive evidence that he had paAsed to the Zones', in other words, 
that he was dead. 

On learning the decease of his fiitber, Edward (for such 
was his same), in obedience to the promptings of filial and 
fraternal affection, hastened home with all practical dispatch. 

Extensive travel, with a close observation of men and things, 
had made him a competent judge of character. 

To his relatives, his return occasioned even greater surprise 
than the netimely death of bis father. Spiritualism was, of 
oouree, the first topic introdooed to Edward, by the &mily, 
and on which he expressed his opinion, respectfully and kindly, 

DiqilizDdbyGoOgIC 



FOLLIIB Of TBI XIXTH CmTORY. 986 

yet in tenns so decided tnd osostic, u to fill tiieiB witb grie^ 
tlut B fond motber and affectionate giaters eboold ez{ierieoce 
■veil a graedng fiom a long abaent ion and brother. 

It ms eveniag vbeo Edvard arrired. His mothei— ■» 
nitaiiM WM niiMoeesarjr — prepared him a meal so exoeed- 
inglj coarse aad aoantj, aa justlj to ezoite in him a momeotarj 
look of Boirrisa, and observing whii^, hy mj of apolt^, she 
nid it wu tb« best his father had afftsded them lately, and 
beeides, Iheie wu no place in tbe booae for him to lodge, bat 
on the floor, as his fkther had ordered «11 the beds and bedding 
not in actual use to be sold. 

" How came father to be so poor 1" inquired Edward. 

" 0, he is not poor," answered the mother. " He is wortii 
twenty Amuand doSan, and eommunioates to Dootor Z. Boo- 
rates Noiileman how to dispose of it." 

" Sid &ther leave a will f " 

« no, my son. His spirit oommunioatoe daily with our 
Hediam, as his sole admiaislrator and agenL He told tha 
Dootor to take the property and turn it into money, and he 
wonld then give him direotiona how to ose it. 

" Who is this Doctor Z. Soeiate* Naulenan, as yon eaD 
himT" 

" Why ! is it pomble you hare nerer haatd of him ? He 
is the Great Smelling Medium, ol&Qtory phystoiaa, lorgKa, 
and professor of Puffembnrg Hospital, aj^nted by the spirits 
themselves. We aie to have a eirole here to-night, and yoa 
can talk with yonr father just ss freely at X do with yon." 

" ProfeaWT Z. Soontes hdds posMasion of the frofvtjf 
does hef " 

SS 
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" Yei, Other's spirit told him to tAke it." 

" How do yon know it 4d J " 

"BeouHH the Doctor bbtsso. Beoides, &tlier'B iinrit (dla 
nfl the same, «nd that we mnst alwajB laA np to his ^ent u 
our gaudian and protector. Don't 70a want to see our Me- 
diam, Edward? He will be here direct];." 

" 6aes8, joa mnst ezcnsa me. I will call on some cf ntj 
(dd acquaintaooeB this evening. I conldn't verf well enjoj 
^or 'circle,' u yon term it, if I should stay. - ^ When did 
fiither tell yonr Hedinm to take the property ? " said Edward, 
mnnngly. 

" 0, right away after he died, or rather after he emignted to 
tke Zoiu*, and he tells him somethiag about it almost every day." 

" And this is what yon call ' ipiriiual taani/eiiatunu f ' " 
rejoined Edward, rising to depart 

Mother and sister besought him to i«muo at the circle, bnt 
gently resisting their entrealjes, and promising to retom in the 
morning, he bade them an affectionate "good night." 

Edward sooght his old assodates, a part of whom, as he was 
pleased to find, were antj-spiritnalisle, and who made him ao- 
qoainted with the exact poution of afiaiis. 

Edward had seen too mnch of the world, mingled with and 
read too many oharaoters, not to fitthom tbb whole bnaiocss 
at a {^oe. To him, Z. Socrates Noizleman was no enigma. 
His line of dnty was pl»n ; nor did he hesitate promptly to 
porsoe it, bat wisely oonclnded to seek no interview with his 
Spiritnalship, till having first taken proper measnres to estab- 
lish a little higher earthly clum te his &ther's estate, than ^e 
Medium had prodooed fVom tbe Spheres. 
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The circle, headed bj ProfeBSor NoiElemaD, convened at the 
widow's, and to whom she Ninonuced the nnezpeoted arriTal 
of her son. He professor wts .taken aback by the startliag 
news. He evidentljameltsoinethiDg "in the wind," being ex- 
ceedingly inqaisttivc aa to the character of her son; his age, 
iotcntioDa, place of residence, how long he was going to stay, 
et cetera, expressing also nndne anxiety to see him. 

Learning iVom the widow the Act of his rank infidelity, on 
the score of Spiritualism, the unlookud-fi}r heir was conse- 
quently any thing bnt a welcome viutor to the gbos^y admin- 
istntor. Nevertheless, resolving to Bnish the game by a bold 
throw, be sought Edward early next morning, and addreesed 
him thns : 

" Young man, thy father faatti duly appointed me exeentor 
of bis estate. He doth direct me from the Spirit-Worid, to 
pay thee one thousand dollars, and take Irom thee this receipt, 
in fnll. Here is thy money. I^iy it carefully away, and see 
that then makest good use of it." 

"Please, excuse me, sir," replied Edward. "The death of 
my beloved &ther bears heavily upon me. I feel too indisposed 
for the transaction of business just now." 

" The spirit of thy father ordereth me, that if thou rcflisest 
to comply, at this present time, never to pay thee a farthing," 
■aid hie Medinmship, in a tone of authoiity. 

" I am in no immediate want of money," responded Eilwsrd. 
"Be so good aa to allow me time to become a little more set- 
tled. Ton shall then have my attention." 

Our Medium deputy was foiled. Such coolness discomposed 
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him, and he departed not a little abrnptlj, with at leoEt no abate- 
ment of his anearinesB. 

Edward at once laid die matter before the proper anthoritics, 
and Z. SocralCfl Nozdemao, Olfsotorjr Mediom, Spiritoal M. D., 
K. Q. X., Profewor of Pnffembo^, and Aroh Apostle of the 
Sphericals, waa invited hj the sheriff to take rooma at the 
" OraU Pubiie Hotel," where ho remtuned uotil the next aV- 
ting of the Supreme Court, when hia spiritvalship received an 
appointment in the State Prison Department for the term of 
ten yean. Neoesutj, stero and inexorable, compelled him to 
reaign hia ezeoatorial offioe with ki^ emoluments into the 
hands of Edward, who waa thereapon dulj appranted material 
admiQistntor of hia father's estate. 

We omitted to note the opportune arrival of the sheriff, a 
eiroumatanoe not only Ibrtuitons but fortunate, as Z. Sooratee, 
■melling so strongly something "in the wind," was preparing 
to take hii departure, the ooming night, fcv parts unknown, 
but he was a day too late. For once swift-footed jua^oe got 
the start of hia guardian sfurit and out off his escape. 

The Binrits bad failed him. He would have resorted to the 
more reliable intervention of his own 1^ for an alibi, but ma- 
terialiam in the shape of iron fetters rendered it impracticable. 

The Spiritists, put thus to their trumps, concentrated their 
entire forces, and making a final rally, as the forlorn hope, in- 
voked all Spberedom for asaistance, in this their last extremity, 
but not a ghost came tc the rescue. 

On receiving seotence, the illustrious convict elevating hia 
nasal organ, gave one tremendous snuff, and sud, 
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" I Bmflll that Spiritualism is a mighty big FIZZLE I " 

This vas the fioal exlinguisher. Funglehead had gono up/ 
NozEleman wont douin ! The circles disbanded. Many of th« 
more promioent members landed in the Mad-Hoose, others io 
the Poor-House, the balance declaring they " oever believed in 
it, bat only attended to see what fools folks ooold make of 
Uiemselves when tiiey Kt out." 

Puffembni^ was deserted. News of the grand finale of this 
oomico- tragedy flew on electria wio^ over both contineiits. 
The Spheres deharmoniced and detached tram Earth, forsook 
their orbits, and wheeled away into the honDdless void of an- 
nihilatiofl, leaving our maodaae (vb to grind on >s before! 

Thus ended Spiritaalism at its foantain head. 

We understand tliat a few tmaHer lighu are yet praotlciDg 
it, OS the dying echo of an exploded iumbug. 
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load^ln mwTODff poiitlaii — [dioad in aa lo 

ervtwn." — JfoaJk mbtltr. 



THE representatiTea of die hdjr democracj of tbe Empin 
State vere dow ourying matters with a high featbet at 
the capitol, aping other lefpsktive bodies in the modiljring, ab- 
rogatioD,Bnd enaotment of laws, reipectJTely agreeaUe to their 
ambidoQ, their pociieCs and their wbims, aod all nnder pretenae 
of serving the best interests of their oonstjtncnts. 

The early part of tbe seBaion bad been marked hj mnch 
OOofndoD, and almost the entire absence of any thing like 1^- 
iaUtiTe order and decomm. Personal abnse, and prirate scan- 
dal, bills legitimate and illegitimate — speeches long and short 
and on all oonoeivsble sabjects, save the one before the boos^ 
were the order — or more striotlj speaking the disorder — of 
the daj, and threatening to render abortive the object fbr 
whioh that body of congregated wisdom had assembled io 
ooanoil. 

Bnt while a majority of onr lady mlere determined to rely 
■olely npoD their own resources, and as far ss in them lay denied 
to the male sex any share or inflaence in public affiurs, a few 
(890) 
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of tbe more ienaible saw the necessity of pioGting by the ex- 
perience ind ai^Tioe of the sUtesmen, so called. 

Aooordiagly hnsbinds, fittbere, utd brothers were consalted 
in private, and nnder vboae direotion a nev code of. rales for 
the gDvernment of the Lefpskture, being drawn np, presented 
to that body, and after a stormy debate adopted , order gnda- 
ally grev out of oonfnaioo, and the Hall of State began to at* 
some, in aome degree, the aspect of parliamentary propriety. 

Set one anomaly, aomewhat iucongraoos and not easily ob- 
viated, BtitI characteriied tbe daily business of the session. 
Hoet of the female membera were persons of middle age, and 
many c^ them molliers. 

Tbe hnsbands of diese prolific stateewomen, to bo sure, were 
being rapidly initiated into tbe mysteries of the nnrsery. Not 
a few of them had already become such adepts in providing for 
the wants and sundry pecnliarities of the "little responnbili- 
ties," as reflected the highest honor, not only on their training, 
but afEbrded incontestable evidence of their hitherto onEns- 
pected aptitade for tbe business. 

But it is an adage, both aged and profound, that great oooa' 
eions dev^op great talents. Yet, notwithstanding tbe re- 
markable proficiency of tbe fathers of tbe commonwealth in 
this their new and interesting occupation, one difficulty re- 
mained, which neither their patience nor their ingenaity could 
overcome ; a want, in &ct, wbioh none but mothers could sup- 
ply. A supplement was therefore added to tbe " standing 
rules," setting apart an hour, twice during the day, in order 
that the future hopes of the Republic might draw from the 
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naternal breast that nntrimeiit without vliioh >11 g 
whether male or female, would oease to exist. 

Dnnng diese jnrenite repastfl the chambers were Deoeaauilj 
dirown open to the ingress of the masculine musea, whea th« 
nale lonDgen of the galleries and lobbies aeixed the opportanj^ 
of pajing their respects to the " powen that be." It was nsn- 
all; the hoar of eonfoBiaii let loose. 

lUking, langfaing, flirting of dandies in pettiooata, with eo- 
qnettes in pantalooBS, eqaalling of in&utiles, and scwlding of 
mothera, together with snadr; lectures to husbands on their 
behanor, presented to the impartial obsemr a scene whieh 
lacked something of that dignity for whieh we hare been ao- 
costomed to look in the repreeeDtative wisdom of a great and 
enlightened state. 

We bare omitted to mention the faot that a change of dres^ 
especially among the females, had now become aeai^j univosal. 
Hiere remained however a small minority, oonserratives <^ 
Uinr day and generation, who still clang to tlte babilimenis of 
' their mothers. 

Not BO the men, but two olasses of whom bad adopted the 
female oostume. The first from compulNOD,by the foroe either 
of onrtun lectures or the broomstick; the other, nnder tbe (to 
Aem) equally oempulsory influence of the law of fitshioD, tb« 
Utt«roh8econsiatingm^nlyof thedandyaad coxemnb. Many 
a brainless czquirite promenaded the streets rigged out in all 
the finer; of the female habit of twenty years ago,* or the 

* TIm mdirmDtt beu Id mind Out w« u« daUug iriOi «Tai(B «>nu twn^^vait 
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itiyt of basqnei, flooncos, Sowing bishops, eoavenger skirte, 
Mid bonnets-io-the-rear. 

Strictly Bpeakiog, these were not oonrerts to the doctrine of 
"wonuiD's rigblfl," but merely couTerts to fasbion. Almighty 
&shioD ! fit ooDoomitaDt of the follies of the nineteenth oen- 
tnij, and to whose caprieionfl dictates, not only the dandy, but 
— if professor Porsoo may be oredited, for integrity of poetic de- 
scription — eren Beeliebub himself renders allegiance. 

The polilioians of the day to » man — woman we should 
have said — adopted the costume which In by-gone times had 
been considered the ezolusive property of the male sex, but 
many of the younger class, with true female t«uacity, still ad- 
hered to some of the fashions of the past age. For inatAnce, 
with those who considered themselves the ton, that tasteful ad- 
dition to the female form, the " bnatle," was still a tine qua noH. 

On the first introdnction of this style of dress it came to be 
Rseriotis qncstion with oonnoisseun, whether the article in- 
creased or diminished the grace and dignity of the masculine 
costume. We know not as it has ever been defined what Ho- 
garth meant by his "Line of Boanty," and while that ques- 
tion is mooted, some might be disposed to class the hump on 
the back of the camel and bnfialo, or even the " hnotan form 
dirine," with the style of beanty and sublimity so maah ad- 
mired in the bold outline of mountain scenery. At all events, 
thongh neither tailor nor mantna-maker, yet pret«Dding to some 
taste in these matters, we look npon it as the perfection of the 
"true sublime" and beautiful in female adornments. 

Suppose, reader, a lady wearing a close-fitting dreas coat, a 
la Orimet, "allbnUoueddownbefore/'— butJVafMmisiuit k 
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proper subject for criticwm. Behold the reverse of the figare. 
Somenherft aboat mid-way, the dorsal column hagelj jets th« 
" Btulf^ ! " whence the coat stands boldtj off at an angle of 
some fortj degrees, while from the verge of this prqjeotton the 
lapels fM gracefully, and like streamers 

"Wbtb in the west ^nds smmner ligliB," 
in a Tery becoming manner ! 

We stated in the beginning, that our mission was not theo- 
retical but historical, not empty fiction nor philoBophical dis- 
quisition, but umply a record of facts. Hence we disclBimed 
all speculation on the subject before ns, and whether this 
down&II of the mighly and exaltation of the homble and the 
meek, was a blessing, or otherwise, we have not even expressed 
an opinion ; nor are we about to deviate from the direct lino 
. of our narrative. 

Onr female legislators were very moch annoyed in some of 
their proceedings by lobby importunities and ont-door influence. 
The Spiritualists of either sex, aware of the important service 
rendered by their order in elevating to power the dominant 
' party, were especially clamorous for their reward, and with the 
peculiar self-denial of political parasites claimed the lion's share 
of the "spoils." In fact, so numerons were the applicants of 
this class, that all the offices in the gift of the Eieeaitve or the 
Legislature were^ inadequate to their demands as would be 
the "five loaves and the two small fishes" — witbont the inir- 
Bole — to supply the belesgncring armies of Sevastopol. 

A few were well rewarded, ^odge Addlchead, as a recom- 
pense for services rendered and in compliment to his high legal 
attainments in spiritual jurisprudence, was placed at the head (^ 
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the judioiuj. GoTeroot LoDgnat, iiiBd« Secretary of State, 
8000 fell into deep political disoosuoD with an embaasador from 
the Spheres. Johnson David Anderson was appointed Fresident 
of a Spiritual College already in successful operation ; and Fillip 
Waddell, professor of Orator; in the same. Professor Erewsy- 
bull, snperiateDdeot of Negro A&Itb. Hia talented wife vta 
sent on a mlasion to " Boora-Boora-Gha," while one of her most 
iDlimate Iriends and promisiDg pupils was very properly pre- 
sented with a Bttnatton in the Laoatic Asylum. Betsey Hoax 
Jones, Esq., was sent Emhass&dress to the Queen of Egypt. 
Beverend Bninetta Beddish, D. D., was made a Cardinal ; and 
Honorable Lucinda Hardhead, saperinlendent of the establish- 
ment for sapplying the army with breeches 1 

Aside from the clamor for office, as before intimated, a strong 
outside and lobby dictation was at work to control or stifie 
legisUtire action. As stated in a former chapter, new laws had 
been enacted on the subject of marriage, and great changes 
effected in the relative position of the sexes, but radicalism 
(as in all great poliUcal oonvnldons) was rampant, and still 
farther legislation on the subject demanded. One party — of 
the polygamist school — were urging the passage of a law allow- 
ing the women a plurality of husbands, the number to be only 
limited by the ability of the lady to support them. On the 
other hand, becalorobs of petidons, with furlongs of signatures, 
loaded the tables of the honse, "humbly praying" the legisla- 
ture to abrogate all human enactments on the subject of mar- 
riage, leaving it for the Spheres alone to r^ulate conjugal 
tdatjons and, tbiongb Medium agency, to bring together those 
fiMtonate individuals who had been matohed in the " Zones." 
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In short, "Bpiritnal mBrriage," orwhattheprofiinedeiiomiiMta 
ntarrioffe deeonvenience — in which aobaoge of cooipaDinns wm 
Bot only tolertUd, but became u common ilmoat bb a change of 
partners in a coantr^r dance — had a large number of advocates 
amoDgthe female" red republicanaj" and like Knoir-Notbingisro, 
twoity years ago, threatened for a time to can^ all before it. 

GoverooT Boston, itith some of her more sensible adberente, 
bad watched the progress of the revolution with not a little 
trepidation. Seriously alanned at the threatening aspect of 
political afiairs, they began to fear, lest in their i««l fbrtcfora, 
they had rused a spirit which it would be extremely diSoidt 
for them to lay. Qovemor Boston, eepecially (id whom we 
hope the reader baa disoovered sytnptomfl of sonnd eomnoa 
sense, in spite of ber nltraism in some respeoto), was beooming, 
in a measure, eceptieal on the subject of the so-called Modem Be- 
fbrm. The itinerant lecturer had first led berto believe, and then 
to doubt. The career of Funglehead and Noczlemui eonfinned 
her in the belief, that although Spiritualism might posseassome 
grains of truth, yet they were buried and loat beneath moun- 
tains of imposture. 

The doctrine of polygamy waa eepeoially repnguant to all 
her ideas of propriety, and the practical tendency of " sjuritval 
marriage" was too demoralising to meet her approbation for a 
momeoL At this time, however, tbe " tide in the affiiirs of 
women" was at ite flood, and both theea meaeores passed, 
with several others equally wise and equally expedient 

Bnt Luoy ■< took tbe responsibility," interpoaed her veto, and 
the session finally closed, having done little, if any tiling of 
importaooe, except what is i«carded is a previous chapter. 
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THE Legielfttnre closed its eveotfal Bession, and the mem- 
bers returned to their oonstitiieiits, the feminiDe pordon of 
whom were geoenlly welcomed by tlieir own sex, with " well 
doD«, good and &itbfal eenanta." There wia, however, a 
certain class of fannies who refused their approbation. Whe- 
ther this withholding from tlieir representatives their " meed 
of praise" argned a grudging disposition or degeneraoj from 
the tme spirit of independence and patriotism, whether it was 
the want of ambition or the result of iftse refieelirm and reo- 
tonahU aversion to " miuog with politics," we leave for the 
reader to decide. 

Miss Governor Boston remained steadfastly at the Exeontire 
Mansion, as if, were the incumbent to " lock np the house" and 
alisent herself, some politjoal burglar might gain entrance and 
locale himself in the Chair of State, a self-constituted suc- 
cessor, to fill the vacancy. 

The day fixed for woman's imperial ooronation drew nigh. 
The lords of creation, with becoming submission, wisely anti- 
cipated and prepared for the hour of "surreudcr," while 
among the " strong minded" (with whom we do not count 
3* (897) 
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you, respected femile re«der), tbe cry was, " Humb for Wo- 
muD's Rights and the downftll of man power 1" 

The wheels of Time, whirling onward, tbe mighty train of 
eveDts neared the goal of fate. Mao, a» man, tnnied to be- 
hold for the last time the setting son, when tbe King of l>jf , 
DO doubt from sympathy with his kind, ooTering himself with 
sackcloth of indigo, hid his face and retired to his secret cham- 
ber. Not so his Queen. As if celebnting her accession to 
tlte throne, her Majesty, arrayed in robes of siher, witli her 
courtly retinoe, paraded up and down her royid saloon, hung 
with glowing astrals, and danced all night to the " mtisio of the 
Spheres." Meek-eyed Mom threw by her veil and looked 
hriuque. PbceboB, — like Prime Ministers and Lord High 
Chamberlains in general, p&sseasing a self-adjusting power of 
adaptation to any dominant form of government, old or new, 
tendering allegiance to the new sovereignty, — appeared in 
gorgeous splendor, and with the utmost suavity shed his gol- 
den smiles upon the inaugural of the new feminioe dynasty. 

BehoM now the msgio metamorphrais in the triumph of 
" woman's rights." 

The male population of the Empire State, like good, law- 
kbiding citizens, arose with the sun, put on the petticoats, and 
entered with cheerful alacrity upon their domestic duties. To 
most of the new Krvantt, it was a somewhat awkward busi- 
ness, to be sure, but the honest sonls did as well as they knew 
how, and who could reasonably be required to do better F 
Therefore, fair reader, do not laugh, if they did act clumsily 
and make an occasional blunder. They. merit your pity, not 
your ridicule, for with their house-keeping began also their 
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ewGB and their trials, cares and triaJB numeronfl nnd sore eaongli 
to make theii wish a doien times a day that they " had never 
got married." For inalaooe, on the very firat momiag wheo 
the hiubandf awoke their wives (now the legal bead), and 
brotbera thdt aisters, ordering them to " get up and make a 
fire" and " pat over the teB--kettle," instead of oomplyiDg with 
the reasonable commuid, they but balf-opened their eyes, and 
instantly fell into a soand sleep again, stabboraly refosing to 
lose tlieir morning nap : and so the hapless men wrrants were 
le& to aadergo the hardship of kindliog their own fires and 
pntting on their own tea-kettles. They might have doggedly 
resolved to lie still aod starre, rather than brook the cruelty, 
but willing to bear almost any thing for the sake of peace in 
the family, they arose with resignation, atraok their own Eres, 
and prepared the morning meal, the womeo meanwhile enjoy- 
ing their " right" of sleeping till called to break&st. * * * 
That breakfast ! But 'tis not marreloos if in too many in- 
stances the oofiee wot unsettled; the steak raw or roasted to % 
criep; the potatoes smoked, the cakes half dough, or done 
blark; the presiding hoose-keeper besmeared with soot, greece 
and batter, with a qoaDtitj of rags bound upon bis scalded 
hands; the table-doth and carpet soaked where the platter hsp- 
' pened to land bottom upwards; the children half dressed and 
nawashed, crying for something to eat; the women sonr and 
crabbed for being kept from their business by waiting " for- 
ever^' for break&st, and declaring when they did get it that it 
was not " fit for cannibals." 

And after breakfast 1 But we will not follow the " masters 
of the masaion" up stain and down, to watch their movements 



by Google 



400 Loot Boston. 

In ill the T«rioiu departments of honse-hnsbtDdTy, in chamber, 
kitchen and nureeiy. It ia enough to saj, that thej were noi- 
fonnorlj " good keepers at home," indoBtriouB, eoonomical, 
good-natnred, and sjetematio us the ease would allow ; that in 
bU the routine of domestio economy the; were passably dex- 
terous, though in nothing did Uiey so mach ezoel, aa in tiie 
uta of tMt-nwte, tlajy'aiJci and pattry. 

But from within let us look out of doors. As the ladies 
bad volunteered varions directory items in relation to die do- 
mestio affitirs, the genderoeD could hardly do lem than recipn>- 
oata the kindness. Accordingly the &rmer told them where to 
find the horses, and oxen, and hsmesa, and yokes, sod carta, 
and chains, and plows, and hoes, and shovels, and tntchforbi, 
and axes, and scythes, &c,, what portions of woodland had 
better be "chopped and cleared up" — what was tlie oaoalpro- 
gramme of planting, sowing, and harvesting — that the stalls 
and styes wonld require their attention — that they most lay 
in a good supply of provisions — that wood and water must 
be furnished for cooking, baking, washing, and ironing — that 
the oowB roust he milked, " the calves sacklcd," and churning 
done in good time. 

The various artificers said to them dryly, 

" You will find the tools in the shop," acoompanyiDg the in- 
telligence with sapient suggestions in the Une of architecture, 
as connected with their respective trades; and particularly the 
swarthy sons of YnloaD and Tuhal-Cain, with brawny arms, 
pointed their fair successors to the forge, and gave them the 
benefit of sundry valuaUe hints in the science and art of meU 
allorgy. 
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Menjhanta, " bamneaa raea " of everj clua, md mile in- 

cumbentB of public office deliTered np the keys. The eventfiil 

period had come and puB»d. Woman was in power. B^oU 

theaoaieE 

Banks, itore^ oSces, Aofs, aB closed, nve dte miHiim 
shops, wbioh as they now beknged to the prorinoe of the men, 
were promptly attended to, and a brisk trade driven in the out- 
fit of the new "/atkwnabiet," who in thdr passion ftn trinkets 
and finery, tcued their wives for money, and when denied, did 
BOt bentate to rvn them into debt. Tlie sonnd of the annt 
Bad the clatter rf machinery was hnshed. The plow stood still 
io the farrow. Trees felted by the hand of man remained en- 
tire in tlw ibrest. Ganala and railroads ceased their ftinotions. 
Boats, laden and empty, lay along the tow-paths, dcstitnte of a 
helmsman, the horses standiiig in the harness withoat a driver. 
The looomotives in the engine-honses were not "fired up," 
and those npon the track, deserted by the en^^neers, whistled, 
" bdl«d die oouTse," and stood motionless and silent, bringing 
the tide of travel suddenly to a dead stand-still, and leaving 
sundry passeager as well as freight tnins midway between st»- 
tions — the tetegraphio wires were nncommtmioative — the 
Stage coaches, with passengers and mail-bags, stood scattered 
along the ronles, jnst where the Jini of Aprii overtook them 
— the eteomboate lay ulent at the wharves, the shipping in the 
harbors without a sallw on board — and, as if Natore'ssympi^ 
thetio cord were touched, not a breath of ur raffled the glas^ 
surface of die water, while the canvass dnng to the spars of 
the vessels, as if either in downright burlesque, or to carry out 
the scheme of their sex, and to be in the fiohioo, they too had 
84* 
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dofied their inflated hubit, and donoed the bloomer " tig." In 
sliort, all, save within the domioiliai; doore, wag iiiuT«nal 
ttagnalaoD. Agriculture, commeroe and att exbibit«d no 
ugns of life. The motive power or vital fanotion of public 
aotirity was saepeoded, and as the heart of tbe system oeaa«d 
to pulsate, tbe ourreut of life uid health, of Doceaut;, no longer 
flowed tbrongb its veins and artenes. 

Gloomy ulenee reigned everywhere, brokoi only by the as- 
ndnoufl clattering, amorous dittiea, and meny kaghter of tbe 
domatiet, turned into strange dissonanoe by the doWiil Mit- 
ories of the hungry animals from the stalls and styes. Foot 
brutes I which most have perished of stuvstion, had not tlie 
kitebea-men, &>m motives of humanity, occBsitmally in « sly 
way attended to their wants- 

The "strong-minded" were evidently talcen by surjmse. 
They had, not anticipated such a praconoerted " masterly inao- 
tivity" on the part of the male population in respect to buu- 
ness matters. It wss amusing to see the aovereigOB request 
tlieir "domestics" to aocompany and assist them in their vui- 
oos employments, and hear them decline on aooouat of " press- 
ing household cares." 

The "servants" also received frequent applicalions from 
their mistresses to ejohange places, bnt, with tlie exception of 
here and there a "doaghiace," they uniformly refused, on the 
ground that it was uneonscifutional, and Uiey wislwd to be 
peaceable, law-abiding subjects. 

How different the state of things within doote. The new 
hons»-keepers were delighted with their transmigration. AU 
wu life, aotivity and merriment. They made erery thing fNoti^ 
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if Qot in all instancea, like " clock-work." It is true, thej met 
with more "kicka" than complimeats, especiallj for their cu- 
linary performances, bnt with abundant good nature, concluding 
that the only way was to " live and learn," they would " hurry 
the work out cJ the way," and, ordering up the carriage, take a 
ride, or in the good old-fashioned style, with Bening and knit- 
ting work in hand, run together and enjoy their tea-party cb&t. 
The criaia had come. The grand problem of " uoman't 
rights" was aolved in a universal "smash-np," to speak in the 
Tcmnoular of this steam and lightning age. 

The Ship of State, remodeled and new-rigged with snch 
diBpatcb, lanoflhed so trinmpbantly, and without ballaat, chart, 
icompass, or ptaetical helmsman, under the mighty press of her 
canrasa, dashing through loam and spray, among rooka, quick- 
sands and whirlpools, on tJie aea of Experiment, had quickly 
foundered and gone to pieces amid darkness and t«mpesL 
FVom every quarter went up the cry for help. 

All eyes were turned imfJoringly towards the GovemoT, who 
saw and appreciated the fatal catastrophe. Petitions the most 
importunate poured in upon her from her sex, to assemble the 
Legislature without delay, that something might be done for 
woman's wrrongt, as they were absolutely intolerable. 

Great anxiety was manifested by the female constituency of 
the " rural districts " in particular, that relief might be afforded 
in time for " spring's work " to be done. 

This public expression was too strong to be resisted, even 
bad the Execulivess been disposed to tread in the footsteps of 
snndry of her illustrious predecessors, and throw the petitions 
" under the t^Ie." Accordingly the Legislature was speedily 
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oonrened in tqpecial MBsion. Ever; member Kppeared}vtUi 
vwftnns of " lobbiea " and tpeotah)rB, ftmoag vbom was our 
jolly fnead Wilaon. 

Ooremor Boston appeared in penoa before the CoBooil of 
BUtte, «nd with deep martifioation lirtened to the tale of folly, 
■hame and disaater. Her eyee, and those of ber sex, were 
(^ned. They reoogiused and had the frauknees to acknowl- 
edge their splendid fiulure, and that (bey were entirely oat of 
their plioe. For the moet part the feminines oonld not, nor 
did they attempt to blame any but themaelvet and their «ex, 
for they liad reTolntdoniied tlie government, and passad thdr 
own laws, and tiw men had BnbnuflUTely obeyed them. 

GoTerneBB Boston, in person, presented a verbal message, 
deplorii^ the pnblie and piivate calamity indnoed by fiutatacism, 
mixed with ambition for notoiiety, and recommending tho im- 
mediate abiogalJoD of the New I)iq>ensatioD, restoring things 
npoo their farmer basis — and that accordingly her sex re^gn 
their fidse position, retorn to the Sphei« and resume the duties 
Ibr whtcb Ibey were designed. 

This wise rec<Rnmendation was as wisely sdopted, her Exoel- 
lencj forthwith setting the example. 

The Restoration wss acoompUshed. Man was in power 

Thns ended " Woman't Righu," like its great ootemporary, 
SpiritvaJism, in the Isngnage of the iUastrions Z. Socrates, a 
" mighty big kumbug." 

On dM steps of the Capitol, Wilson and JEx-GoTeraor 
Loot reoogniied each other with a eordial shake of the hand. 

" Uisa Boston," sud oni landlord, in his own peculiar way, 
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Follies or thi XIXth Gentuht. 405 
" I Dnderatood jan to eay that yon deaired to move in tho 
Sphere »nd attend to tbe duties for which you were dowgned." 

"Certdnly I do, sir." 

"Were you detigned to become Mrs. Wilson, thiuk you 7" 

"Possibly — if that is the design of Mr. Wilton." 

They were arm in arm. The Chaplain still present, there in 
the Capital, ainid the brilliant eoncourse of dignitaries, ehe 
who, but 8 t^w moments before, was tbe Chief Magistrate of 
the Empire State, bad suddenly emigrated to tbe State of Mat- 
rimony, and aacending from the gubemalorial chair of political 
emigre, as wife and help-meat of one in heart and soul worthy 
of ber noble self, was inaugurated Qovemess of the domestio 
circle in a village boarding-house, according to dctirpi. 

The followiug morning foaud thsm on their homeward jour- 
ney. In Wilson's absence, Amasiah applied 'to Miss Hager to 
"fit him a dreaa." During the process, the Incby thought 
struck bim of having a mantna-maker of bis own, and to which 
Miss H had not " (Ae leail obfeclion i» ihit world." 

Our landlord and landlady, on their arriTal, found Mr. and 
Mrs. Badger cosily located as their boarders, and occupyingthe 
quondam haunted chamber. Tbe surprise was mutual. 

At the point where we drop the thread of our narratire, 
thoy were gliding down the stream of life, prosperously and 
pleasantly. 

The Mermaid, foiled id her " filibuster " eipedition, retired 
to her ocean home, a confirmed misanthrope, beholding her 
eez re-enslaved, yet rejoicing in her own freedom as she reveled 
through the gem-lit halls of her coral palace, and roamed tbd 
axnre fields, on the back of ber dolphin stead, or lay 
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" Along the looop'd aid« of the hollow wftTS, 
Singing dulcet mumo, to the Kmorons gftles." 

Lacj^now Mrs. Wilson — had laid by her " bloomer," 
&nd sought no further commDnicBtion vith her amphibious 
Bcqtnintanoe. The editor's wife was a frequent visitor at tbe 
boarding-houso, but not to borrow tbe "city paper." They 
occasionallj looked back and enjoyed a hearty laagh over the 
memorable "campaign/' Wilson remaining foremost in the 
"ranks of fan." * 

Our editor continued to pohlish the Ncdional BaUetin. The 
iffiae, following the dntovement of the above-mentioned par- 
ties, heralded thetr marriages, accompanied by one of its racy 
editorials, and which closed with the fallowing laconic epitaph ; 

• SPIRITUALISM 

WOMAN'S BIGHTSl 

Twins in their birth and ill bagot; 
Twins in tbeir grave — there let 'em nL 



Sou. — Since wri tint! the fbregoiog pages, weohauoed to light upon 
a Tolome composed by iTudge Edmonds and Doctor Deiter, entitled 
"Bpiritoaliam;" SJnd which is soch a traoaoendentlj successfnl bor- 
lesqae, that had we met it earlitr, we should not have had the self- 
aaaurance, not to saj hardihood, as to think of introducing Lncy Boston 
aa » rivaL And even now, were it not for positive eogagements, we 
■honld deem it the part of prudent disorelion to retire ftom the field. 



by Google 



by Google 



by Google 



by Google 



by Google 



